
Chapter Twenty-four 

 

John 8:56- 59 

 

Abraham Rejoiced that I Am 

 

 

 

 We have come to the end of John chapter eight. It is an historical record 

that clears up a false idea about the Lord Jesus Christ. It also has a profound, 

practical implication for all of us today. 

 

 The first section of John’s gospel, chapters 1-4, served as an introduction 

to the Lord Jesus Christ. And for the most part he was accepted and believed to 

be the Messiah, the Christ. But in the second section, chapters 5-8, there has 

been increasing opposition to Jesus among the religious leaders. Their position 

and authority was challenged by Jesus as he worked miracles in opposition to 

their man-made rules. He claimed they were far away from the true God they 

claimed to serve. 

 

 These leaders, however claimed a close relationship with God, because 

of their physical ancestry to Abraham. Christ’s response was that they were far 

away from Abraham’s heart, because they did not do what Abraham did. 

Abraham believed God and rejoiced in His promises. And he left all that this 

world has to offer, because he saw a future that outshined anything in the here 

and now. 

 

 By faith, Abraham saw the day of Christ and set all of his hope on it. And 

we will come back to that in a moment. But at the climax of this chapter our 

Lord made a statement that has been misunderstood and used to prove that 

Jesus is God. In verse 58 Jesus said, “before Abraham was I AM.” Let’s read the 

passage.  

 
 Jesus answered, “If I honor Myself,  

My honor is nothing. It is My Father  

who honors Me, of whom you say  

that He is [o]your God. 55 Yet you  

have not known Him, but I know  

Him. And if I say, ‘I do not know  

Him,’ I shall be a liar like you; but  

I do know Him and keep His word.  

 
56 Your father Abraham rejoiced to  

see My day, and he saw it and was  
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glad.” 57 Then the Jews said to  

Him, “You are not yet fifty years  

old, and have You seen Abraham?” 
58 Jesus said to them, “Most assuredly,  

I say to you, before Abraham was,  

I AM.” 
 

59 Then they took up stones to throw  

at Him; but Jesus hid Himself and  

went out of the temple, going  

through the midst of them, and so  

passed by. 

(John 8:54-59) 

 

 When people read these verses without understanding the context and 

the over all context of the Bible, it seems that the Jewish leaders want to kill 

Jesus because he claimed to be “I Am” or God. But let’s look at the Old 

Testament where this phrase occurs. 

 

Then Moses said to God, “Indeed,  

when I come to the children of  

Israel and say to them, ‘The God  

of your fathers has sent me to you,’  

and they say to me, ‘What is His  

name?’ what shall I say to them?” 
14 And God said to Moses, “I AM  

WHO I AM.” And He said, “Thus  

you shall say to the children of  

Israel, ‘I AM has sent me to you.’ ”  

(Exodus 3:13, 14) 

 

 As we shall see this is not specifically what Jesus was saying. In the Greek 

version of the Old Testament that phrase, “I Am” is ego eimi. Ego is “I” and eimi is 

“am.” This is what we call in English a “be” verb.” It is not a name or an identity. If 

you came up to me and asked, “What is your name?” I would answer, “I am 

Chuck.” My name is not “I am” it is Chuck. 

 

 Now, In Exodus, the whole phrase “I AM WHO I AM” is ego eimi ho on. Ho 

on in Greek and “Yahweh in Hebrew is difficult to translate, but basically means 

the always existing one. So we could paraphrase Exodus 3:14 as “I am always 

with you” or “I am ever present” or “I will be what I will be.” 

 

 In John 8:58, if Jesus wanted to say that he is God he would have said 

“ego eimi ho on.” He would have said, “I am that I am” or “I am the self-existing 



one” or “I am ever present.” But he didn’t. he simply stated, “before Abraham 

was, I am.” This phrase ego eimi occurs many, many times in the New 

Testament. Here is an example from Mark 13. 

 

And Jesus, answering them,  

began to say: “Take heed that  

no one deceives you. 6 For many  

will come in My name, saying,  

‘I am He,’ and will deceive many. 

(Mark 13:5, 6) 

 

 Notice the translators added the word “he” to ego eimi. Jesus was not 

claiming that in the end times others would come and claim to be God, but 

they would claim to be the Christ. Here’s another example from Matthew.  

 
 Now in the fourth watch of  

the night Jesus went to them,  

walking on the sea. 26 And  

when the disciples saw Him  

walking on the sea, they were  

troubled, saying, “It is a ghost!”  

And they cried out for fear. 
27 But immediately Jesus spoke  

to them, saying, “Be of good  

cheer! It is I; do not be afraid.” 

(Matthew 14:25-27) 

 

 When Jesus said, “It is I” the Greek is ego eimi. There are many more 

instances where these words are used. But in John 9, the blind man that Christ 

healed uses this phrase for himself. 

 

Therefore the neighbors and  

those who previously had seen  

that he was blind said, “Is not  

this he who sat and begged?” 
9 Some said, “This is he.” Others  

said,  “He is like him.” 

He said, “I am he.” 

(John 9:8, 9) 

 

 Literally, what the blind man said was “ego eimi, “I am.” But he was not 

claiming to be God. What he was saying was “I am he, the one who was born 

blind. I am the same man.” The translators rightly supplied the word “he.” 

 



 Over and over again in the gospels Jesus Christ told people he was not 

God, but that he obeyed God, learned from God and represented God. In fact 

he clearly said that he is a man in the context of John 8. 

 

They answered and said to Him,  

“Abraham is our father.” Jesus  

said to them, “If you were  

Abraham’s children, you would  

do the works of Abraham. 40 But  

now you seek to kill Me, a Man  

who has told you the truth which  

I heard from God. Abraham did  

not do this. 41 You do the deeds  

of your father.” 

(John 8:39, 40) 

 

Jesus clearly said he is not God. 

 

And this is eternal life, that they  

may know You, the only true God,  

and Jesus Christ whom You have  

sent. 

(John 17:3) 

 

And after his resurrection, 

 

Jesus said to her, “Do not cling to  

Me, for I have not yet ascended  

to My Father; but go to My brethren  

and say to them, ‘I am ascending  

to My Father and your Father, and  

to My God and your God.’ ”  

(John 20:17) 

 

 So, the question was asked by the Jewish leaders in verse 53, “Are you 

greater than our father Abraham?” This question is similar to the question asked 

by the Samaritan woman at the well, “Are you greater than our father Jacob?” 

And the answer to both questions is, “Yes.” 

 

 Before Abraham or Jacob, Jesus was the Christ, not literally, He did not 

pre-exist his birth. He existed in the mind and will and plan of God. In that sense 

he always was. For example, the apostle Peter wrote,  

 

knowing that you were not  



redeemed with [g]corruptible things,  

like silver or gold, from your aimless  

conduct received by tradition from  

your fathers, 19 but with the precious  

blood of Christ, as of a lamb without 

 blemish and without spot.  

 
20 He indeed was foreordained before  

the foundation of the world, but was  

manifest in these last times for you  

(1 Peter 1:18-20) 

 

 In eternity past, before Adam and Eve ever sinned, God foreordained, He 

foreknew that Jesus would be the Christ, the Savior, the Redeemer. Again from 

Peter we read,  

 

Men of Israel, hear these words:  

Jesus of Nazareth, a Man attested  

by God to you by miracles, wonders,  

and signs which God did through Him  

in your midst, as you yourselves also  

know— 23 Him, being delivered by  

the determined purpose and  

foreknowledge of God, you have  

taken by lawless hands, have crucified,  

and put to death; 

(Acts 2:22, 23) 

 

 The arrest and crucifixion of Jesus Christ pre-existed as part of God’s plan 

of salvation long before it happened in real time. Here is another example from 

Revelation. 

 

All who dwell on the earth will  

worship him1, whose names  

have not been written in the  

Book of Life of the Lamb slain  

from the foundation of the world. 

(Revelation 13:8) 

 

 Jesus was not actually slain before the foundation of the world. But in 

God’s plan it pre-existed. And so prophetically Jesus Christ existed in the mind of 

 
1 The Antichrist 
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God before Abraham was born. Now, this takes us to what Christ said about 

Abraham that has or should have a deep, profound effect on our hearts. 

 

Your father Abraham rejoiced to  

see My day, and he saw it and  

was glad. 

(John 8:56) 

 

 Abraham placed all of his hope for both this life and the next in the 

coming of the Messiah, the Christ. Abraham believed God’s promise, rejoiced in 

it and obeyed it.  

 

 The Greek word translated “rejoiced” means to be so full of joy that you 

jump for joy! Abraham’s joy was a tumultuous joy. When did Abraham exult with 

such powerful joy? It could have ben when God made His promise to him in 

Genesis 12. 

 

Now the LORD had said to Abram: 

“Get out of your country, 

From your family 

And from your father’s house, 

To a land that I will show you. 
2 I will make you a great nation; 

I will bless you 

And make your name great; 

And you shall be a blessing. 
3 I will bless those who bless you, 

And I will curse him who curses you; 

And in you all the families of the earth  

shall be blessed.” 

(Genesis 12:1-3) 

 

 In Galatians 3:8, the apostle Paul identifies this promise as the gospel 

preached to Abraham. He was promised that from his descendants would 

come the promised “Seed of the Woman”2 who would crush Satan and redeem 

humanity. And God’s promise was repeated to Abraham over and over again 

in various ways. And it was declared that this Messiah would come through 

Abraham’s son, Isaac.3 

 

 This promise took place when God commanded Abraham to offer Isaac, 

his only son, as an offering. Abraham so believed God would bring the Messiah 

 
2 Genesis 3:15 
3 Genesis 22;18 



through Isaac’s descendants that God would do a miracle and raise Isaac from 

the dead. And God did in a sense, because he provided a ram for the sacrifice 

instead of Isaac. The New Testament letter to the Hebrews comments on this.  

 

By faith Abraham, when he was  

tested, offered up Isaac, and he  

who had received the promises  

offered up his only begotten son,  
18 of whom it was said, “In Isaac  

your seed shall be called,”  
19 concluding that God was able  

to raise him up, even from the  

dead, from which he also received  

him in a figurative sense. 

(Hebrews 11:17-19) 

 

 God’s promise to bless the world through Abraham’s son was 

unconditional, so God must give Isaac life and seed. But here is what else we 

read about Abraham, Sarah and the other Old Testament saints. 

 

These all died in faith, not having  

received the promises, but having  

seen them afar off were assured  

of them, embraced them and  

confessed that they were strangers  

and pilgrims on the earth.  

 
14 For those who say such things  

declare plainly that they seek a  

homeland. 15 And truly if they  

had called to mind that country  

from which they had come out,  

they would have had opportunity  

to return. 16 But now they desire a  

better, that is, a heavenly country.  

Therefore God is not ashamed to  

be called their God, for He has  

prepared a city for them. 

(Hebrews 11:13-16)[my emphasis in bold] 

 

 Abraham never literally saw Jesus Christ. He never saw his ministry, his 

crucifixion, his resurrection or his coming kingdom. But by faith it was real and 

concrete in his heart. Scripture says that we are children of Abraham by faith. 



And thus we should live as our spiritual father did—seeing and loving Jesus by 

faith. 

 

Blessed be the God and Father  

of our Lord Jesus Christ, who  

according to His abundant mercy  

has begotten us again to a living  

hope through the resurrection of  

Jesus Christ from the dead, 4 to an  

inheritance [b]incorruptible and  

undefiled and that does not fade 

 away, reserved in heaven for you,  
5 who are kept by the power of God  

through faith for salvation ready to  

be revealed in the last time. 

 
6 In this you greatly rejoice, though  

now for a little while, if need be,  

you have been [c]grieved by various  

trials, 7 that the genuineness of your  

faith, being much more precious  

than gold that perishes, though it is  

tested by fire, may be found to praise, 

 honor, and glory at the revelation of  

Jesus Christ, 8 whom having not seen  

you love. Though now you do not see  

Him, yet believing, you rejoice with joy  

inexpressible and full of glory, 9 receiving  

the end of your faith—the salvation of  

your souls. 

(1 Peter 1:3-9) 

 

 We have not seen Christ’s public ministry. We have not seen his 

resurrection of ascension. We have not seen the coming kingdom. But by faith 

we believe the sure and certain will of God.  

 

 Turn your eyes upon Jesus. Embrace the sure and certain promises of God. 

Let your heart jump with joy knowing that the sufferings of this present age are 

nothing compared to the glory that shall be revealed in us.  
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