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 It is quite a remarkable thing that the everlasting God, the one true living 

God, who created all things, who moves history along and who will bring history 

to its conclusion, who will bring the earth to its final days and create a new 

heaven and earth, who knows no limits, and who is infinite in wisdom, power 

and love, has designed to reveal all of who He is and what He desires in a book. 

 

 The world is full of books, but there is only one that reveals the will of God. 

This book we call the Bible. The book reveals how we were originally created to 

bear the image of God. But then how by the disobedience of one man all of 

humanity fell into sin and ruin. And how by the obedience of another man all of 

us can be made righteous and inherit everlasting life.1 

 

 This is what we celebrate at Christmas, the birth of a Redeemer, a Savior 

who loved God and lived in total obedience to Him and then gave his life as a 

ransom to rescue us from the power and penalty of sin. God made this one man 

to be sin for us, so that we might become the righteousness of God in him.2 

 

 The book that reveals the will of God and His promises of an anointed 

Savior or Messiah was given at first to one small group of people—the nation of 

Israel. Even so, only a small remnant within Israel actually believed this revelation 

from God at any point in their history. When Israel was rescued out of slavery in 

Egypt and sang their songs of joy, who knew that the seed of unbelief was 

already in many hearts? The seed of rebellion lies deep within everyone’s heart. 

 

 The prophet Jeremiah revealed that “The heart is deceitful above all 

things, And desperately wicked; Who can know it?”3 And so all of humanity 

needs a Savior who will rescue us from the penalty of sin, so that God can 

mercifully give us a new heart that will lead to faith, love and everlasting life. All 

of this was revealed in the book that God gave first to Israel; what we call the 

Old Testament.  

 

 And as I mentioned not many people fully trusted or hoped in the 

promises of Scripture. But Abraham believed God’s Word to him. And so did 

Moses, David, Isaiah, Malachi, Mary and Joseph and an old man named 
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Simeon and an old woman named Anna. We read about Simeon last week. We 

will learn about Anna today. 

 

Now there was one, Anna, a prophetess, the daughter  

of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was of a great age,  

and had lived with a husband seven years from her virginity;  
37 and this woman was a widow of about eighty-four years,  

who did not depart from the temple, but served God with  

fastings and prayers night and day. 38 And coming in that  

instant she gave thanks to the Lord,[j] and spoke of Him to  

all those who looked for redemption in Jerusalem. 

(Luke 2:36-38) 

 

 First, the name Anna is the same as the Hebrew name Hannah. And Anna 

was a prophetess. In other words she was someone who boldly and clearly 

spoke forth God’s Word. She was married for seven years, then widowed and 

most likely was 84 years old at the time of seeing baby Jesus in the temple. She is 

further identified to us as the daughter of Phanuel (also known as Penuel or 

Peniel in the Old Testament) from the tribe of Asher. 

 

 Is that important? Yes, it is and here’s why. Asher was one of the ten tribes 

of the northern kingdom of Israel. After Solomon’s death there was civil war and 

the nation split apart with the tribes of Judah and Benjamin forming the kingdom 

of Judah and the other ten tribes forming the northern kingdom of Israel. The 

smaller kingdom of Judah stayed relatively faithful to God. But the northern 

kingdom became deeply involved in idolatry.  

 

 Prophet after prophet warned of national destruction if the people of 

Israel did not repent. And the kingdom of Israel was destroyed. But there were 

people in Israel who did want to trust God. So they moved back to Judah. Some 

of the people from the tribe of Asher were among the remnant that left Israel for 

Judah to live for God.4 Anna was living for God and hoping for the Messiah 

because her family had a history of faith.  

 

 We also learn that she lived in the temple area and served God with 

fasting and prayers. She prayed to praise God. She prayed for His promises to be 

fulfilled. She prayed for people’s needs and especially for people to learn to 

trust and hope in God. And she fasted. That could mean that there were times 

that she didn’t eat. But she may have skipped a meal or two while doing noble 

work. Let’s read the Old Testament to see what God revealed as a true fast. 
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‘Why have we fasted,’ they say, ‘and You have not seen? 

Why have we afflicted our souls, and You take no notice?’ 

 

“In fact, in the day of your fast you find pleasure, 

And exploit all your laborers. 
4 Indeed you fast for strife and debate, 

And to strike with the fist of wickedness. 

You will not fast as you do this day, 

To make your voice heard on high. 

 
5 Is it a fast that I have chosen, 

A day for a man to afflict his soul? 

Is it to bow down his head like a bulrush, 

And to spread out sackcloth and ashes? 

Would you call this a fast, 

And an acceptable day to the LORD? 

 
6 “Is this not the fast that I have chosen: 

To loose the bonds of wickedness, 

To undo the heavy burdens, 

To let the oppressed go free, 

And that you break every yoke? 
7 Is it not to share your bread with the hungry, 

And that you bring to your house the poor who are cast out; 

When you see the naked, that you cover him, 

And not hide yourself from your own flesh? 

 
8 Then your light shall break forth like the morning, 

Your healing shall spring forth speedily, 

And your righteousness shall go before you; 

The glory of the LORD shall be your rear guard. 
9 Then you shall call, and the LORD will answer; 

You shall cry, and He will say, ‘Here I am.’ 

(Isaiah 58:3-9) 

 

 The true fast God says is when you use your time to love and serve others. 

It is when you sacrifice your time and your goals in order to bless others. Anna 

was a woman who took God’s Word seriously. She worshipped God in all that 

she said and did.  

 

 The worship of God does not just take place here when we gather to sing 

and pray and hear God’s Word. You worship God when you leave here and 

serve others. You can worship God when doing business, as a doctor, a scientist 

or as an artist. You can worship God when you farm or govern, even when you 



cook or eat! The New Testament tells us “…whether you eat or drink or whatever 

you do, do it all to the glory of God.”5 

 

 So, Anna was an elderly widow who devoted herself to the work of the 

Lord God. And she was a part of that small remnant who believed in and hoped 

for the coming of the Christ, the Messiah. Let’s return to Luke 

 

And coming in that instant she gave thanks to the Lord,  

and spoke of Him to all those who looked for redemption  

in Jerusalem. 

(Luke 2:38) 

 

 The Word of God tells us that “coming in that instant she gave thanks to 

the Lord.” What instant? The instant that Simeon (whom we read about last 

Sunday) saw the baby Jesus. Perhaps Simeon saw Anna and motioned for her 

to come and see the long awaited, promised Redeemer. 

 

 Isn’t God good? Herod’s temple was massive. There was a huge court 

yard and hundreds and hundreds of people would have been there. And in 

love and tender mercy God brings two old people, Simeon and Anna, who had 

served God faithfully, he brings them together at the right time to see Mary and 

Joseph and the baby who will be the Messiah. 

 

And coming in that instant she gave thanks to the Lord,  

and spoke of Him to all those who looked for redemption  

in Jerusalem. 

(Luke 2:38) 

 

 After seeing the infant Jesus Anna gave thanks. And she shared the good 

news with all those like her who were looking for redemption. What does 

redemption mean? The prefix of the word “re” means “again.” And the main 

part of the word is based on a root word that means to buy or to purchase. 

Therefore redemption is the act of buying something again, buying it back. We 

use the word in reference to buying back items that have been left in a pawn 

shop. That is the basic definition of the word redemption.  

 

 But there is an additional depth and color to this word due to the fact that 

in biblical days it was primarily used for the act of freeing a slave. A slave could 

be set free if someone was willing to pay the price for his or her full redemption. 

In this full redemption the slave was bought out of the market place never to be 

sold again.  
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The word redemption then spiritually means that once we were all slaves 

of sin. And we were sold and resold to whatever fear or lust or greed or act of 

selfishness or pride was our new master. Jesus Christ was born to live and obey 

God and then die and be raised up from the dead so we could be set free. We 

have been taken out of sin’s market place never to be mastered by sin again. 

Let me give you an Old Testament example from the book of Hosea. 

 

God told the prophet Hosea to marry a promiscuous woman named 

Gomer. But she would be unfaithful to him. Hosea was to love her and care for 

her even though she would be unfaithful. This was to be a living example of 

God’s love to Israel who had been unfaithful to Him. Hosea marries and his wife 

has adulterous affairs. She leaves Hosea and winds up as someone’s sex slave. 

But God told Hosea to buy her back, to redeem her.  

 

Then the LORD said to me, “Go again, love a woman  

who is loved by a lover and is committing adultery,  

just like the love of the LORD for the children of Israel,  

who look to other gods and love the raisin cakes of  

the pagans.” 

 
2 So I bought her for myself for fifteen shekels of silver,  

and one and one-half homers of barley. 3 And I said  

to her, “You shall stay with me many days; you shall  

not play the harlot, nor shall you have a man— 

so, too, will I be toward you.” 

(Hosea 3:1, 2) 

 

 Can you see the scene in your mind? What did Hosea’s wife look like 

when he saw her again? Did she look him in the eyes or was she too afraid or 

ashamed? Gomer left Hosea. She broke his heart. But Hosea redeems her—he 

buys her back out of slavery not because she deserved it, but because of love! 

Remember God’s Word to Hosea in verse 1, “Go again, love…” 

 

 All of us, at some point in our lives are like Gomer. We loved something or 

someone else more than God. But God has always and will always love us. So 

just like God sent Hosea to redeem Gomer, God sent Jesus Christ to redeem us. 

And we were redeemed not with silver, but by the precious life, the blood of 

Jesus Christ. 

 

knowing that you were not redeemed with corruptible  

things, like silver or gold, from your aimless conduct  

received by tradition from your fathers, 19 but with the  

precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish  

and without spot. 20 He indeed was foreordained before  



the foundation of the world, but was manifest in these  

last times for you 21 who through Him believe in God,  

who raised Him from the dead and gave Him glory,  

so that your faith and hope are in God. 

(1 Peter 1:18-21) 

 

 Redeemed from “aimless conduct” what a phrase that is! One translation 

says we were redeemed “from a useless and fruitless way of living.”6 Another 

version states we were redeemed from a “dead-end, empty-headed life.”7 You 

could be the richest, smartest, most famous person in the world, but without 

Christ life is fruitless and it is a dead end. 

 

 No one really wants a dead end fruitless life. The question is how do we 

get a fruitful life? Jesus said “The thief does not come except to steal, and to kill, 

and to destroy.”8 That’ what the world does—it promises the greatest Christmas 

present ever, but after we excitedly un-wrap the gift box, it is empty inside. 

 

 But Jesus also said “I have come that they may have life and jave it more 

abundantly.”9 This is what Simeon and Anna understood. When they saw the 

baby they knew that this was God’s anointed servant who would redeem us 

and give us life because God loves us, every one of us. 

 

 There is much about Anna that is worthy of our imitation. She kept herself 

unspotted from the world. She was busy loving God and serving others. She 

waited for the coming of the Lord. And when he came she told the good news 

to all. Can we say the same thing about ourselves? 

 

 All of us have a choice to make. Are we being conformed to the world or 

are we trusting in God and living for Him? Do we desire to worship God in all that 

we do and say? Are we looking for the coming of Christ and our full 

redemption? And are we sharing the good news with others? 

 

 Like Simeon and Anna, we’ve been given a book that reveals the Word 

and will of God to us. May we believe it and be faithful. And may your Christmas 

celebration be full of the love of God.  
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