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 We have reached the crowning climax of Christ’s farewell discourse. Jesus 

is done teaching and now he prays for himself, for his disciples and for all of us 

before he goes to the cross. And our Lord’s prayer reminds is again that God’s 

omniscience, His knowing all things, is not a reason not to tell Him our concerns.  

 

 Sometimes we may wonder why we should pray if God already knows our 

deep concerns. Why should we pray? Why not just let things take their course? 

Well, Jesus knows that God knows his deep concerns for himself, the apostle and 

for all of us. But Jesus prayed anyway, because it is right to do so. In Psalm 50:15 

God says, “Call upon Me in the day of trouble; I will deliver you, and you shall 

glorify Me.” God wants us to bring the details of our lives before Him, both good 

and bad, because this is how we build confidence in Him.  

 

 One example of child-like confidence in prayer that I like from the Old 

Testament is in 2 Kings 19. King Hezekiah receives a letter from the King of Assyria 

stating that his army will attack Jerusalem and take the land by war if Hezekiah 

does not surrender peacefully. So Hezekiah takes the letter and spreads it out 

before God when he prayed, as if God didn’t know about the letter. God knew 

about the letter, to be sure. But spreading the letter out before God was 

Hezekiah’s act of faith.  And so it is with the biggest and smallest details of our 

lives, God knows, but we still are told in Philippians 4:6, 7, 

 

Be anxious for nothing, but in everything  

by prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving,  

let your requests be made known to God;  
7 and the peace of God, which surpasses  

all understanding, will guard your hearts  

and minds through Christ Jesus. 

 

Or as 1 Peter 5:7 declares cast “all your care upon Him, for He cares for you.” 

 

 So, Jesus prayed for himself that he would be glorified so that he could 

bring glory to his Father. Now he prays for the eleven men who have followed 

him and who will be the foundation of the new covenant church. 



I have manifested Your name to the men  

whom You have given Me out of the world.  

They were Yours, You gave them to Me,  

and they have kept Your word. 7 Now they  

have known that all things which You have  

given Me are from You.  

(John 17:6, 7) 

 

 There is so much here so let’s try and mine out the gold. First, Jesus said “I 

have manifested Your name.” And more is meant that simply telling the apostles 

that God’s name is Yahweh—they knew that. Jesus revealed the character of 

God and the resources they had in Him. In Christ’s words and actions he 

revealed God’s love, power, compassion, faithfulness and His desire to save and 

redeem. The disciples saw that Jesus relied upon God and that they could too in 

all things. I have given you a short study at the end of this chapter on the 

redemptive names of God that are revealed in the Old Testament. They are 

seen in God’s actions in Psalm 23. And in footnotes you can read where these 

redemptive names first occur.  

 

 Secondly, Jesus prayed that these men (and all believers) were God’s; 

they and we belong to God and God has given all of us to Jesus Christ. In truth 

everything that exists belongs to God. He is the Creator of all things and all 

people. But in addition to this reality there are people who belong to God in a 

special way. They are His people, people who will believe in God and love Him. 

And God has known these people, including us intimately and forever. Let me 

show this to you from Romans.  

 

For whom He foreknew, He also predestined  

to be conformed to the image of His Son,  

that He might be the firstborn among many  

brethren. 30 Moreover whom He predestined,  

these He also called; whom He called, these  

He also justified; and whom He justified, these  

He also glorified. 

(Romans 8:29, 30) 

 

 In eternity past God foresaw all who would be saved by faith. And at the 

right time we are called to salvation by the Word of God and the love of God. In 

fact Revelation 17:8 declares that our names have been written “in the Book of 

Life from the foundation of the world.” And this possession as God’s people 

anchors our salvation in a security that is almost too wonderful for words— 

 

And we know that all things work together  

for good to those who love God, to those  



who are the called according to His purpose. 

(Romans 8:28) 

 

 Ultimately we know that God is at work for our good. He is the great 

shepherd of Psalm 23. In Psalm 22 and Isiah 53 God made a promise to Jesus 

Christ to give him the people he saved to serve him. And so the early disciples 

and all of us are God’s gift to Christ. We have been taken out of the world, we 

will never face its hopeless fate, because we have been given to Christ and will 

share in his glory. 

 

 So there are only two groups of people in the world, those who belong to 

the world and those who belong to Christ. We are told this many times in the 

New Testament. But one example is 1 john 5:19 where we are told, “We know 

that we are of God, and the whole world lies under the sway of the wicked 

one.”  In one way or another, the whole world is influenced by Satan in every 

area of life including religion. This is why it is so important that we heed Romans 

12:2 where we are told,  

 

And do not be conformed to this world,  

but be transformed by the renewing of  

your mind, that you may prove what is  

that good and acceptable and perfect  

will of God. 

 

The Word of God must saturate our thinking so that we live lives pleasing to God 

and beneficial to us. Let’s return to Christ’s prayer.  

 

For I have given to them the words  

which You have given Me; and they  

have received them, and have known  

surely that I came forth from You; and  

they have believed that You sent Me. 

(John 17:8) 

 

 Jesus said, “I have given to them the words which You have given me.” 

And notice the sequence of events and the cause and effect. First, there is the 

giving of the Word of God. Jesus said he gave them God’s Word. Then 

secondly, there is the receiving of the word and so we read “and they have 

received them.” You can only know and believe and act on what you have 

been taught. This is the reason why much of Christianity is anemic—people do 

not read and study God’s Word. And some preachers tell good jokes and stories 

and they present principles, but there is little to no Scripture. The author of Psalm 

119 had a correct view of the necessity of being rooted in Scripture.  He wrote,  

 



Teach me, O Lord, the way of Your statutes, 

And I shall keep it to the end. 
34 Give me understanding, and I shall keep Your law; 

Indeed, I shall observe it with my whole heart. 
35 Make me walk in the path of Your commandments, 

For I delight in it. 
36 Incline my heart to Your testimonies, 

And not to covetousness. 
37 Turn away my eyes from looking at worthless things, 

And revive me in Your way. 

(Psalm 119:33-37) 

 

 These are the words of someone who knew the power and benefit of 

knowing Scripture. Ha has taken it to heart, believed it and delighted in it.  

 

Oh, how I love Your law! 

It is my meditation all the day. 
98 You, through Your commandments,  

make me wiser than my enemies; 

For they are ever with me. 

(Psalm 119:97, 98) 

 

The wisdom of God always far surpasses the wisdom of the world.  

 

Your word is a lamp to my feet 

And a light to my path. 

(Psalm 119:105) 

 

The Word shows us what is real and what is a delusion. It informs us how to live 

and it keeps us from stumbling. Jesus continues to pray,  

 

For I have given to them the words  

which You have given Me; and they  

have received them, and have known  

surely that I came forth from You; and  

they have believed that You sent Me. 
9 I pray for them. I do not pray for the  

world but for those whom You have given  

Me, for they are Yours. 10 And all Mine are  

Yours, and Yours are Mine, and I am  

glorified in them.  

(John 17:8-10) 

 



 Do you realize that Christ can be glorified in you? Just as a coach is 

glorified by the athletes he trains or a teacher by the achievements of his or her 

students, so Jesus was glorified by the apostles and can be by us too. We can 

be living proof that Jesus Christ is alive and real and at work in us. I’m not saying 

that we can all be perfect people, but we should be striving to mature in the 

faith.  

 

In Philippians 3:12, the apostle Paul wrote, “Not that I have already 

attained, or am already perfected; but I press on.” If we are not maturing in the 

faith it is only because there is a paralysis of the will. We must decide to heed 

God’s Word and to press on.  

 

I pray for them. I do not pray for the world  

but for those whom You have given Me,  

for they are Yours. 10 And all Mine are Yours,  

and Yours are Mine, and I am glorified in them.  

 
11 Now I am no longer in the world, but these  

are in the world, and I come to You. Holy Father,  

keep through Your name those whom You have  

given Me, that they may be one as We are.  
12 While I was with them in the world, I kept them  

in Your name. Those whom You gave Me I have  

kept; and none of them is lost except the son of  

perdition, that the Scripture might be fulfilled. 

(John 17:9-12) 

 

This is Christ’s first request for his disciples in this prayer. And it is a request 

for safe keeping, because the disciples are in a world full of troubles, 

temptations and deceptions. Christ does not pray for riches for the disciples or 

honors or for worldly influence. He prayed for the disciples to be kept from the 

evil influences of the world in all its pressures and pleasures.  

 

Jesus had been the disciples’ first line of defense. If they were tempted he 

was there to help them to overcome it. If they were threatened, he was there to 

absorb the accusations. He had been their shepherd. Now he was about to 

leave and God would need to guard the disciples through His Spirit. And He did 

and He guards us too. Philippians 1:6 tells us that “He who has begun a good 

work in you will complete it until the day of Jesus Christ.” 

 

Only Judas was lost. And this was not because Jesus failed to protect him. 

Judas was lost because he did not believe. Judas’s unbelief and betrayal was 

prophesied in Psalm 41. God foreknows those who are His and Judas was not 

one of them. Therefore Judas is not an example of someone being saved and 



then losing their salvation. A true believer can never be lost once they are 

saved. Here is what Jesus said about our security.  

 
 But you do not believe, because you  

are not of My sheep, as I said to you.  
27 My sheep hear My voice, and I know  

them, and they follow Me. 28 And I give  

them eternal life, and they shall never  

perish; neither shall anyone snatch them  

out of My hand. 

(John 10:26-28) 

 

A true follower of Christ can never be snatched out of union with Christ. 

Again in John 6 Christ said, “No one can come to Me unless the Father who sent 

Me draws him; and I will raise him up at the last day.” And “All that the Father 

gives Me will come to Me, and the one who comes to Me I will by no means 

cast out.”1 If you and I had to rely upon ourselves to be kept in the faith we 

would be without hope. But you and I are kept by the power of God. 

 

But now I come to You, and these  

things I speak in the world, that they  

may have My joy fulfilled in themselves. 

(John 17:13) 

 

 Here is Christ’s second request and it is for joy. He desires for his joy to be 

fulfilled in the disciples. And our Lord’s joy came from two things: it came from his 

fellowship with God and from the hope of glory that he had. Hebrews 12 tells us 

that Jesus endured the cross, because of his hope of everlasting life and glory. 

Some believers are robbed of joy, because they have been deceived to look 

for it in the wrong places.  

 

Our source of joy, the kind of joy our Lord had, comes from knowing, 

believing and obeying Gods Word. Joy is a fruit of the Spirit at work in us as we 

believe God’s Word.2 Therefore, the first mark of a faithful believer or a church is 

joy. And walking hand in hand with joy is sanctification or holiness.  

 

I have given them Your word;  

and the world has hated them  

because they are not of the world,  

just as I am not of the world. 15 I do  

not pray that You should take them  

                                                           
1
 John 6:44, 37 

2
 Galatians 5:22, 23 



out of the world, but that You should  

keep them from the evil one. 16 They  

are not of the world, just as I am not  

of the world. 17 Sanctify them by Your  

truth. Your word is truth.  

(John 17:14-17) 

 

 Jesus prays here not for believers to be taken out of the world, but to be 

holy in it—to be sanctified. The idea of being sanctified means that you have 

been set apart for God and His purposes alone. We no longer live for ourselves 

or the world, but for God. And we are transformed and sanctified as we learn 

and believe the truth of the Word of God so God’s Spirit can work in us.3 Psalm 

119:11 says, “Your word I have hidden in my heart, that I might not sin against 

You.” Jesus prayed that what influences our thinking, attitudes and behaviors is 

not the ideals of culture, but the truth of God’s revealed Word and will. 

 

Sanctify them by Your truth.  

Your word is truth. 18 As You sent  

Me into the world, I also have  

sent them into the world.  
19 And for their sakes I sanctify  

Myself, that they also may be  

sanctified by the truth. 

(John 17:17-19) 

 

 Our Lord prayed for the disciples to be kept by the power of God, and for 

his joy to be in them. He prayed for protection from the evil one and for 

believers to be sanctified by the truth. And now he prayed for them to be 

mission oriented. Christ sends us into the world not to be like the world, but to 

bring it hope. Remember Jesus was a friend to publicans and sinners not to be 

merely accepted by them, but to save them.  

 

 God’s Word is a love letter to a lost world. But many people won’t read it, 

until they read you. There are many people in the world that God knows will 

believe the good news of Jesus Christ. And we are sent to bring them the light. 

 

 What a wonderful prayer this is: kept by the power of God, brought into a 

life of joy, protection from the evil one, transformed by the truth and sent out to 

bring others in the family of God. May we be faithful and joyful in the life God 

has given to us. 

 

 

                                                           
3
 1 Corinthians 6:9-11 



The Redemptive Names of God 

(Seen in actions) 

 

 

Psalm 23 
The Lord is my shepherd; 

I shall not want.4 

 
2 He makes me to lie down in green pastures; 

He leads me beside the still waters.5 

 
3 He restores my soul; 

He leads me in the paths of righteousness 

For His name’s sake.6 

 
4 Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, 

I will fear no evil; 

For You are with me; 

Your rod and Your staff, they comfort me.7 

 
5 You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; 

You anoint my head with oil; 

My cup runs over.8 

 
6 Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me 

All the days of my life; 

And I will dwell in the house of the LORD 

Forever.9 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

                                                           
4
 Yahweh-Jireh: Yahweh provides, Genesis22:14 

5
 Yahweh-Shalom:  Yahweh is peace, Judges 6:24 

6
 Yahweh-Rephecka: Yahweh heals, gives rest, Exodus 15:28; Yahweh-Tzidkenu: Yahweh is righteous, Jeremiah 

23:6; 33:16 
7
 Yahweh-Shammah: Yahweh is always there, Ezekiel 48:35 

8
 Yahweh-Nissi: Yahweh will fight for us; Yahweh-Mckaddeschem: Yahweh sanctifies, Exodus 31:13 

9
 Yahweh-Rohi: Yahweh our Shepherd forever, Psalm 23 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


