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 We have reached the crowning summit of Christ’s farewell discourse 

where he now prays for himself, his early disciples and for us. It is common to call 

the prayer that Jesus taught in Matthew 6 the Lord’s Prayer. But it was really a 

model prayer for us. The prayer we have here in John 17 can truly be called the 

Lord’s Prayer, because here Jesus prays to his Father.  

 

 And it is quite wonderful that we have this prayer recorded for us in 

Scripture. We have this prayer preserved for us so that we can understand the 

beauty of Christ’s character and the great grace of God to offer us so great a 

salvation. This is why we have the Bible—to know God, to know Jesus Christ, to 

understand the meaning and purpose of life and how we should live in light of 

the truth. 

 

 I have been teaching the Word of God now for forty-one years. And I am 

convinced that most of our personal struggles, our worries and fears, anxieties 

and our unhappiness stems from the fact that we do not draw healing and 

strength from God’s Word. Psalm 1 begins,  

 

Blessed [supremely happy] is the man  

who walks not in the counsel of the ungodly… 

[but whose] delight is in the law of the LORD,  

And in His law he meditates day and night. 

(Psalm 1:1, 2) 

 

The prophet Jeremiah said, “your words were found, and I ate them, 

And Your word was to me the joy and rejoicing of my heart.”1 The apostle Paul 

tells us that “through the patience and comfort of the Scriptures” we can “have 

hope.”2 And Peter reveals that God “has given to us all things that pertain to life 

and godliness, “through the knowledge of Him who” who has “given to us 

exceedingly great and precious promises.”3 
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Blessed happiness, joy, patience, comfort, hope and instruction for 

salvation and godly living, all of this we can receive from the Word of God. And 

so we can do nothing better every day than to make time to read, believe and 

obey God’s Word.  

 

The prayer before us divides into three sections which we will examine in 

this and the next two chapters. In the first section Christ prays for himself that he 

might be glorified in order to bring further glory to God. In the second section 

Christ prayed for the apostles that they would be sanctified by the truth. And 

then finally our Lord prayed for all the believers to come that we might share in 

his glory and be filled with love. So, let’s begin. 

 

Jesus spoke these words, lifted up His eyes  

to heaven, and said: “Father, the hour has  

come. Glorify Your Son, that Your Son also  

may glorify You, 2 as You have given Him  

authority over all flesh, that He should give  

eternal life to as many as You have given Him.  

(John 17:1, 2) 

 

 As Jesus began to pray he followed the model prayer he gave in 

Matthew 6. There he began “Our Father in heaven, hallowed be Your name.”4 

When we pray “Our Father…hallowed be Your name” we are asking God to do 

something in our world, to work in us so that His glory, His fame, His reputation is 

magnified in our world. This is exactly what Jesus Christ asks for here. He prayed 

“glorify me, be at work in me, let me finish my work for you on the cross and 

resurrect me that I may be glorified and in this exaltation I will bring further glory 

to You.”  

 

In the world at that time the Roman cross was a symbol of violence, 

torture and shame. But for Jesus it was the means to glory, glory to him and glory 

to God. This is because it will become the symbol of the redeeming grace, 

mercy and love of God. No matter the bumps you gain in life, your bruises, your 

sinful scars or your failures, because of Christ’s sacrifice on the cross you stand 

before God now and always as flawless. 

 

So Christ prayed to be glorified so that ultimately his exaltation brings glory 

to God. This is the ultimate purpose for all of existence. And it is the whole 

purpose for our lives as well. We are to bring glory to God. Paul wrote in 

Ephesians that God,   

 

predestined us to adoption as sons  
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by Jesus Christ to Himself, according to  

the good pleasure of His will, 6 to the  

praise of the glory of His grace, by  

which He made us accepted in the Beloved. 

(Ephesians 1:5, 6) 

 

 If we say that when we are saved we become children of God and that 

we are partakers of the divine nature, because of the Spirit in us, then it follows 

that we should become more and more like Christ in all we do and say. We 

should exhibit his love, joy, peace, righteousness, mercy, kindness, compassion, 

faithfulness and so on. And we can do this even in the midst of life’s turmoil. And 

all of this magnifies God’s grace in our lives and brings Him glory.  

 

 Now, living for the glory of God might scare you, it might seem too 

difficult. But it is not as difficult as it seems. But day by day, sometimes, moment 

by moment we make a decision to love God and to love one another, to be 

kind, gracious, forgiving and hopeful. And then we trust in the God to work in us. 

Provers 3:5, 6 tells us,  

 

Trust in the Lord with all your heart,  

And lean not on your own understanding;  

In all your ways acknowledge Him,  

And He shall direct your paths. 
 

As we acknowledge God, day by day, even moment by moment, we will 

be empowered to do what He has called us to do. So Jesus Christ prayed for 

God to be glorified by glorifying His Son and verse 2 gives us the reason or 

rationale for Christ’s request. 

 

Jesus spoke these words, lifted up His eyes  

to heaven, and said: “Father, the hour has  

come. Glorify Your Son, that Your Son also  

may glorify You, 2 as You have given Him  

authority over all flesh, that He should give  

eternal life to as many as You have given Him.  

(John 17:1, 2) 

 

 The word “as” in verse 2 can be translated as “for as much as” or as “for 

this reason’ or “since.” In other words Jesus prayed, “glorify me, let me finish the 

work of atonement for sin and resurrect me and let me ascend to Your right 

hand. For You have promised me that if I do this you will give me authority over 

every human being.” 

 



 God promised in Isaiah 53 that His servant would be sacrificed for our sins. 

And God would accept this sacrifice and raise His servant back to life and this 

servant would see all the people that he saved.5 So Jesus prayed, “Let’s do this! 

Let’s get it done!” God promised His Son in Daniel 7 that he would rule the 

world.6 So in effect Jesus prayed, “I’m ready! Let’s inaugurate the kingdom.” 

 

 And Jesus does now have all authority in heaven and earth.7 And 

according to Acts 17:31 he will judge every person who has ever lived or ever 

will live. And he or she who has the Son as Savior will receive everlasting life and 

those who don’t will perish.8 Now Jesus gives a description of everlasting life 

 

 And this is eternal life, that they may  

know You, the only true God, and  

Jesus Christ whom You have sent. 

(John 17:3) 

 

 Everlasting life is connected with knowing God, the one true God, the 

Father, who alone is God. There is a sense in which all people know there is a 

God, although Romans 1 tells us that many people suppress that truth. But verse 

3 is not talking about simply being aware of God. In the age to come we will 

have an encounter with God—a deep, profound knowing of all who God is. We 

know in part now that God is love, righteous, kind, holy, just, compassionate and 

creative. But when we have everlasting life we will have the ability to know our 

Father in an ever-expanding, fuller and deeper way. 

 

 When God promised the new covenant in Jeremiah he said that in the 

future all of His people will know Him from the least of us to the greatest of us.9 To 

know the infinite, Creator God in an intimate and full way, to see and 

understand His acts of kindness to us throughout all the ages will make our 

everlasting life with God full of excitement and joy. Now as Jesus continues his 

prayer he says in verse 4,  

 

I have glorified You on the earth.  

I have finished the work which You  

have given Me to do. 

(John 17:4) 
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 What was the work Jesus finished? In Luke Jesus said, “I must preach the 

kingdom of God…because for this purpose I have been sent.”10 In Mark 10 Jesus 

proclaimed, “the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to 

give His life a ransom for many.”11 Jesus will soon die on the cross and 1 Peter 3 

tells us why:  “For Christ also suffered once for sins, the just for the unjust, that He 

might bring us to God.”12 This was Christ’s work. And Jesus spoke of his work as 

finished, because he was devoted to the will of God. Therefore it was as good 

as done. 

 

 All of us have godly work to do: to learn the Word of God, to live it, to 

teach our children, to reach out in love, to pray for the needs of others, to pray 

for hearts to be open to Christ. Ephesians 2:10 tells us that all of us who follow 

Christ are created in him for good works that God has ordained for us. There are 

some things that only you can do, because of how God has gifted you. And at 

the end of our lives it would be wonderful if we could say with the apostle Paul,  

 

I have fought the good fight,  

I have finished the race, I have  

kept the faith. 8 Finally, there is  

laid up for me the crown of  

righteousness, which the Lord,  

the righteous Judge, will give to  

me on that Day, and not to me  

only but also to all who have  

loved His appearing. 

(2 Timothy 4:7, 8) 

 

When Christ returns may he find us all faithful. 

 

I have glorified You on the earth.  

I have finished the work which You  

have given Me to do. 5 And now,  

O Father, glorify Me together with  

Yourself, with the glory which I had  

with You before the world was. 

(John 17:4, 5) 

 

 Jesus did not exist before his birth. And so this glory is to be understood as 

in the mind and promise of God. To have something with God in advance is a 

common Hebrew idiom for having something promised as sure and certain. For 
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example in Romans 8:30 we are told that God has already glorified us. It should 

be obvious that we are not yet glorified, but it is a sure and certain promise that 

glory is ours.  

 

 So Jesus prayed, “You promised me glory; I am ready for it. I’ve obeyed 

Your will and I shall to the end. Therefore glory is my reward.” And Jesus Christ 

fully deserves all glory. The unusual thing is that Jesus also prays to share his glory 

with us. Here’s the promise in verse 20-22. 

 

I do not pray for these alone, but also 

 for those who will believe in Me through  

their word; 21 that they all may be one,  

as You, Father, are in Me, and I in You;  

that they also may be one in Us, that  

the world may believe that You sent Me.  
22 And the glory which You gave Me I  

have given them, that they may be one  

just as We are one. 

 

 That Jesus should make this prayer for you and me should thrill our hearts 

and teach us something about amazing grace. What have we done to deserve 

the glory that Christ will receive? And how was Christ so sure that God would 

glorify him? And how can we be sure that we will inherit everlasting life and 

glory? The answer is in Isaiah 55 where God said,  

 

For as the rain comes down,  

and the snow from heaven, 

And do not return there, 

But water the earth, 

And make it bring forth and bud, 

That it may give seed to the sower 

And bread to the eater, 
11 So shall My word be that goes  

forth from My mouth; 

It shall not return to Me void, 

But it shall accomplish what I please, 

And it shall prosper in the thing for which I sent it. 

(Isaiah 55:10, 11) 

 

 As I said earlier, I am convinced that most of our personal struggles, our 

worries, our fears and our anxieties come from the fact that we do not draw 

healing and strength from God’s Word. Let us rest and build on God’s Word for it 

will never fail us. 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 


