
Chapter Eight 

 

Genesis 43 

 

From Envy to Shalom 

 

 

 

 Proverbs 14:30 states, “A sound heart is life to the body, But envy is 

rottenness to the bones.” Envy is a more vicious sin than covetousness. This is 

because what envy wants is not just what someone else has, she or she wants 

the other person not to have it at all. To envy is to hate what someone else has 

so much that you desire to destroy what another has and perhaps even destroy 

that person. 

 

 If you remember from Genesis 37, it was envy and hatred that drove 

Joseph’s brothers to want to kill him before they sold him off as a slave. But by 

God’s grace Joseph is now the vice-regent of Egypt. And during a time of great 

famine all of Egypt and the surrounding areas, including Joseph’s brothers in 

Canaan, need to come to Joseph to buy food. 

 

 Can Jacob’s broken family be reconciled and healed? Were Joseph’s 

brothers the same envious, murderous clan they were years before? How were 

they treating Joseph’s brother Benjamin? Would they bring him to Egypt as 

Joseph demanded? Or would these brothers sacrifice Simeon and leave him in 

prison in Egypt? Joseph desperately needed to know the answers to these 

questions.  

 

Now, perhaps months have passed between Genesis 42 and chapter 43. 

And the famine remains sever. And the grain Jacob’s sons have brought from 

Egypt is just about gone. They need to return to Egypt to buy more food. But 

they cannot return without Benjamin. 

 

Now the famine was severe in the land.  
2 And it came to pass, when they had  

eaten up the grain which they had  

brought from Egypt, that their father  

said to them, “Go back, buy us a little  

food.” 

(Genesis 43:1, 2) 

 

Jacob commands his sons to go back to Egypt to buy food. But 

remember their brother Simeon is being held hostage in Egypt until they return 



with Benjamin. At the end of Genesis 42, Jacob had made it clear that Benjamin 

would no go to Egypt. But no Benjamin means no food. So Judah speaks up.  

 

But Judah spoke to him, saying,  

“The man solemnly warned us, saying,  

‘You shall not see my face unless your  

brother is with you.’ 4 If you send our  

brother with us, we will go down and  

buy you food. 5 But if you will not send  

him, we will not go down; for the man  

said to us, ‘You shall not see my face  

unless your brother is with you.’ ” 

 
6 And Israel said, “Why did you deal so  

wrongfully with me as to tell the man  

whether you had still another brother?” 
7 But they said, “The man asked us 

 pointedly about ourselves and our family,  

saying, ‘Is your father still alive? Have you  

another brother?’ And we told him  

according to these words. Could we  

possibly have known that he would say, ‘ 

Bring your brother down’?” 

 
8 Then Judah said to Israel his father,  

“Send the lad with me, and we will  

arise and go, that we may live and  

not die, both we and you and also  

our little ones. 9 I myself will be surety 

 for him; from my hand you shall  

require him. If I do not bring him back  

to you and set him before you, then  

let me bear the blame forever. 10 For  

if we had not lingered, surely by now  

we would have returned this second  

time.” 

(Genesis 43:3-10) 

  

Judah takes the lead now in Jacob’s family. It will be through the family 

line of Judah that the kings of Israel will be born and the great king, Jesus Christ. 

And Judah’s comments to his father are firm, thought out and pointed. And he 

offers himself as the pledge for Benjamin’s safety. The deed must be done; there 

was no time for delay. They will die without food and no Benjamin means no 



food. Caught between a rock and a hard place Jacob (Israel) reluctantly 

relents.  

 

And their father Israel said to them,  

“If it must be so, then do this: Take  

some of the best fruits of the land in  

your vessels and carry down a present  

for the man—a little balm and a little  

honey, spices and myrrh, pistachio nuts  

and almonds. 12 Take double money in  

your hand, and take back in your hand  

the money that was returned in the mouth  

of your sacks; perhaps it was an oversight.  
13 Take your brother also, and arise, go  

back to the man.  

(Genesis 43:11-13) 

 

 Israel tells Judah and his sons to return to Egypt. And also to take the 

original money for grain back along with a gift for the ruler they met in Egypt. It 

was a sacrificial gift. Jacob’s family had very little. So they took a little of the little 

they had of balm, nuts and spices as a gift. It was sacrificial indeed. But there 

would be no future at all with he little they had if they did not get grain in Egypt. 

Sometimes people only pray as a last resort. And so in this desperate situation 

Jacob prays.  

 

Take double money in your hand,  

and take back in your hand the  

money that was returned in the  

mouth of your sacks; perhaps it  

was an oversight. 13 Take your  

brother also, and arise, go back  

to the man. 14 And may God  

Almighty give you mercy before  

the man, that he may release your  

other brother and Benjamin. If I am  

bereaved, I am bereaved!” 

(Genesis 43:12-14) 

 

 As the sons get ready for their journey Jacob offers a powerful prayer. The 

first words of the prayer “May God Almighty give you mercy” are not just 

religious rhetoric. They are a passionate plea. The Hebrew word translated 

“mercy” is raham meaning great, tender love, kindness and compassion that 

leads to good. And “God Almighty” is El Shaddai—the God of all power, who 

gives grace to meet all of our needs.  



 When Jacob’s sons left Egypt in Genesis 42 Jacob’s family had grain, but 

their hearts were full of darkness and despair. But when these sons enter Egypt 

again El Shaddai pours out grace and mercy.  

 

So the men took that present  

and Benjamin, and they took  

double money in their hand,  

and arose and went down to  

Egypt; and they stood before  

Joseph. 16 When Joseph saw  

Benjamin with them, he said  

to the steward of his house,  

“Take these men to my home,  

and slaughter an animal and  

make ready; for these men will  

dine with me at noon.” 17 Then  

the man did as Joseph ordered,  

and the man brought the men  

into Joseph’s house. 

(Genesis 43:15-17) 

 

 Now, even though Joseph saw that Benjamin had come with the other 

brothers, he did not speak to them personally. All of his communication was 

through his steward. But Joseph begins to answer Jacob’s prayer as he extends 

kindness to these men inviting them into his home for a meal.  

 

 But this summons for the brothers to come to Joseph’s house brought fear 

upon Jacob’s sons. It was common knowledge that high ranking Egyptian 

officials had dungeons in their homes. Were they still considered spies or thieves? 

And would they all be thrown into prison? 

 

Now the men were afraid because  

they were brought into Joseph’s  

house; and they said, “It is because  

of the money, which was returned in  

our sacks the first time, that we are  

brought in, so that he may make a  

case against us and seize us, to take  

us as slaves with our donkeys.” 

 
19 When they drew near to the steward  

of Joseph’s house, they talked with him  

at the door of the house, 20 and said,  

“O sir, we indeed came down the first  



time to buy food; 21 but it happened,  

when we came to the encampment,  

that we opened our sacks, and there,  

each man’s money was in the mouth  

of his sack, our money in full weight;  

so we have brought it back in our  

hand. 22 And we have brought down  

other money in our hands to buy food.  

We do not know who put our money in  

our sacks.” 

(Genesis 43:18-22) 

 

 Coming to Joseph’s home these brothers had little faith that God 

Almighty was going to show them mercy. They feared the worst possible 

scenario. But the first words from Joseph’s steward are full of God covenantal 

love.  

 

But he said, “Peace be with you,  

do not be afraid. Your God and  

the God of your father has given  

you treasure in your sacks; I had  

your money.” Then he brought  

Simeon out to them. 

(Genesis 43:23) 

 

 The steward greets Joseph’s brothers saying, “Peace be with you.” In 

Hebrew he said shalom. And shalom means peace, health, contentment, a 

total sense of well-being. Shalom said the steward, “Your God, your father’s 

God, the one and only, has given you treasure.” Joseph had given these men 

their money back when they bought food. But God was behind it all. What a 

shock this must have been! Did they shake their heads and ask, “What? Please 

say that again.” 

 

 This must have been mind blowing. An Egyptian was teachings Israel’s 

sons about God’s mercy, grace and tender loving care. Jacob’s prayer was 

being answered. Did these brothers realize this? Probably not. Their world was 

spinning around them. And Simeon was reunited with them. The charge of 

being spies or thieves had been dropped. Now these men were about to meet 

the vice-regent of Egypt again.  

 

So the man brought the men into  

Joseph’s house and gave them water,  

and they washed their feet; and he  

gave their donkeys feed. 25 Then they  



made the present ready for Joseph’s 

coming at noon, for they heard that  

they would eat bread there. 

(Genesis 43:24, 25) 

 

 At noon Joseph came home. And the brothers, all eleven, bow down 

before Joseph. And they gave him the gifts they had brought.  

 

And when Joseph came home,  

they brought him the present which  

was in their hand into the house, and  

bowed down before him to the earth.  
27 Then he asked them about their well- 

being, and said, “Is your father well, the  

old man of whom you spoke? Is he still  

alive?” 
 

28 And they answered, “Your servant our  

father is in good health; he is still alive.”  

And they bowed their heads down and  

prostrated themselves. 

(Genesis 43:26-28) 

 

 Wouldn’t you have like to have been a fly on the wall to see this event? It 

is a powerful scene full of shalom—peace, blessing and well-being. The word 

shalom is used three times here. When Joseph asked about the well-being of his 

brothers the word is shalom. When he asked “Is your father well” the word is 

shalom. And when the brothers respond that their Dad is in good health, the 

word is shalom. The pre-lude to the future well-being and health of Jacob’s 

family is full of God’s goodness and peace. Now comes the moment when 

Joseph’s and Benjamin’s eyes meet. 

 

Then he lifted his eyes and saw his  

brother Benjamin, his mother’s son,  

and said, “Is this your younger brother  

of whom you spoke to me?” And he  

said, “God be gracious to you, my son.”  

(Genesis 43:29) 

 

 How tender and beautiful this is. And how surprised these brothers must 

have been to hear an Egyptian invoke the covenant keeping God of Israel.  

 

Now his heart yearned for his brother;  

so Joseph made haste and sought  



somewhere to weep. And he went  

into his chamber and wept there.  
31 Then he washed his face and came  

out; and he restrained himself, and said,  

“Serve the bread.” 

(Genesis 43:30, 31) 

 

 Joseph’s heart “yearned” for Benjamin. And the word “yearned” is 

translated from the same Hebrew word, raham, translated as “mercy” in 

Jacob’s prayer back in verse 14. Hot compassion and tender mercies was on 

the lunch menu at Joseph’s home that day.  

 

 And both sorrow and joy were mixed in Joseph’s tears. In chapter 42 

Joseph wept when he first saw his brothers. Now he weeps when seeing 

Benjamin. Tears will wet his face again when he sees his father. Joseph is the 

most powerful man in Egypt next to Pharaoh. But he has a God shaped heart full 

of love.  

 

Then he washed his face and came  

out; and he restrained himself, and  

said, “Serve the bread.”32 So they set  

him a place by himself, and them by  

themselves, and the Egyptians who  

ate with him by themselves; because  

the Egyptians could not eat food with  

the Hebrews, for that is an abomination  

to the Egyptians. 33 And they sat before  

him, the firstborn according to his birthright  

and the youngest according to his youth;  

and the men looked in astonishment at  

one another. 

(Genesis 43:31-33) 

 

 They ate at separate tables. Joseph alone as the superior. Egyptians by 

themselves due to social customs. And then the brothers according to their 

ages. Did these brothers wonder how this Egyptian knew their ages? And there is 

irony here as well. Joseph is hosting a meal for his brothers who years earlier at a 

meal while Joseph, in  pit, pleaded for his life. During that meal he was a victim. 

Now he is the victor. 

 

 

Then he took servings to them from  

before him, but Benjamin’s serving  

was five times as much as any of theirs.  



So they drank and were merry with him. 

(Genesis 43:34) 

 

 Joseph was generous and gracious to all of his brothers. And five times 

more so to Benjamin. Again,, Joseph had to see if the hearts of his brothers had 

changed. Were they still filled with anger and envy with he sons of Jacob and 

Rachel? The answer it seemed was no. Envy was not rotting their bones. They 

were developing a sound heart and it was bring life back to a once very sick 

family. Grace, mercy and peace is the banner over this chapter.  

 

 But a new test is coming very soon for these brothers. A day of severe 

mercy was about to dawn. There is an old poem that sets the stage for the next 

chapter. It is titled “God Moves In A Mysterious Way.” 

 

God moves in a mysterious way 

His wonders to perform; 

He plants His footsteps in the sea, 

And rides upon the storm. 

 

Deep in unfathomable mines 

Of never-failing skill 

He treasures up His bright designs, 

And works His sovereign will. 

 

Ye fearful saints, fresh courage take, 

The clouds ye so much dread 

Are big with mercy, and shall break 

In blessings on your head. 

 

Judge not the Lord by feeble sense, 

But trust Him for His grace; 

Behind a frowning providence 

He hides a smiling face.1 

 

 God’s goal is not just shalom for Jacob’s family, but for all of us. Romans 

5:1 states “Therefore having been justified by faith we have peace [shalom] with 

God through our Lord Jesus Christ. And we can have the peace (shalom) of 

God in all of life. The Word of God to us declares,  

 

Rejoice in the Lord always. Again  

I will say, rejoice! 
5 Let your gentleness [raham – graciousness,  

                                                           
1 William Cowper, 1774 



kindness and mercy] be known to all men.  

The Lord is at hand. 

 
6 Be anxious for nothing, but in everything  

by prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving,  

let your requests be made known to God;  
7 and the peace [shalom] of God, which  

surpasses all understanding, will guard your  

hearts and minds through Christ Jesus. 

(Philippians 4:4-7) 

 

Amen! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


