
Chapter Nine 

 

Genesis 44, 45 

 

The Great Revealing 

 

 

 

 The last book of the Bible is titled “The Revelation of Jesus Christ.” And the 

Greek word translated “Revelation” is apokalupsis from which we get the word 

“apocalypse.” Most people use this word to refer to a catastrophic event, a 

very bad, end of the world type of disaster. But the Greek word actually means 

a revealing, an uncovering, or unveiling, a disclosure. This is what we have in 

Genesis 44 and 45, a great unveiling. 

 

 First the changed hearts of Joseph’s brothers is revealed, especially 

Judah’s heart. Judah will offer his own life as a sacrifice to spare Benjamin’s life. 

Then there will be the great revealing that the Egyptian Ruler, before whom the 

sons of Jacob have bowed, is really their brother Joseph.  

 

First, comes the test of Judah’s heart. Under God’s direction Joseph hides 

a silver cup, his own special cup, in Benjamin’s sack of grain. When Benjamin is 

confronted with the theft will the other brothers abandoned him as they had 

abandoned Joseph? 

 

And he commanded the steward of  

his house, saying, “Fill the men’s sacks  

with food, as much as they can carry,  

and put each man’s money in the  

mouth of his sack. 2 Also put my cup,  

the silver cup, in the mouth of the sack  

of the youngest, and his grain money.”  

So he did according to the word that  

Joseph had spoken. 3 As soon as the  

morning dawned, the men were sent  

away, they and their donkeys.  
 

4 When they had gone out of the city,  

and were not yet far off, Joseph said  

to his steward, “Get up, follow the men;  

and when you overtake them, say to  

them, ‘Why have you repaid evil for  

good? 5 Is not this the one from which  

my lord drinks, and with which he  



indeed practices divination? You have  

done evil in so doing.’ ” 

 
6 So he overtook them, and he spoke to  

them these same words. 7 And they said  

to him, “Why does my lord say these words?  

Far be it from us that your servants should  

do such a thing. 8 Look, we brought back  

to you from the land of Canaan the money  

which we found in the mouth of our sacks.  

How then could we steal silver or gold from  

your lord’s house? 9 With whomever of your  

servants it is found, let him die, and we also  

will be my lord’s slaves.” 

(Genesis 44:1-9)  

 

 Not long after Joseph’s brothers left the city to go home, Joseph’s steward 

and most likely a squad of soldiers go after them. And upon overtaking them the 

steward accuses the brothers of stealing. Stunned and indignant, the brothers 

defended their innocence saying that they returned the money that seemed 

stolen before. So why would they return money only to steal again? 

 

 These brothers were so certain of their innocence that they suggested an 

extreme punishment—death for the thief and slavery for them all. Then the stoic 

steward, who knows the cup is in Benjamin’s sack offers a lessor punishment. 

 

And he said, “Now also let it be according  

to your words; he with whom it is found shall  

be my slave, and you shall be blameless.” 

(Genesis 44:10) 

 

 In his counter offer the steward was reasonable. There would be no death 

only slavery for the thief. Joseph was interested in one man, Benjamin. And he 

needed to know how his brothers would respond to Benjamin’s plight. So the 

search for the thief began. 

 

Then each man speedily let down his sack  

to the ground, and each opened his sack.  
12 So he searched. He began with the oldest  

and left off with the youngest; and the cup  

was found in Benjamin’s sack. 13 Then they  

tore their clothes, and each man loaded his  

donkey and returned to the city. 

(Genesis 44:11-13) 



 When Joseph disappeared only Jacob, in anguish, tore his clothes. Now 

with Benjamin’s life in peril all the brothers do the same. This is the first sign of 

brotherly care in Jacob’s family. These me would not abandon Benjamin as they 

had abandoned Joseph. Nor would they care little about their father’s grief. The 

men who coldly sold Joseph into slavery are being revealed as changed men.  

 

So Judah and his brothers came to Joseph’s  

house, and he was still there; and they fell  

before him on the ground. 15 And Joseph  

said to them, “What deed is this you have  

done? Did you not know that such a man  

as I can certainly practice divination?” 

(Genesis 44:14, 15) 

 

 Joseph was still covering himself in his Egyptian persona. The divination he 

spoke of was a pagan religious custom to interpret the movements of liquid in a 

special cup and then to apply the interpretation to a certain person or event. 

Joseph’s brothers fell to the ground before the angry ruler. But then Judah rises 

to their defense. 

 

Then Judah said, “What shall we say to  

my lord? What shall we speak? Or how  

shall we clear ourselves? God has found  

out the iniquity of your servants; here we  

are, my lord’s slaves, both we and he also  

with whom the cup was found.” 17 But he  

said, “Far be it from me that I should do so;  

the man in whose hand the cup was found,  

he shall be my slave. And as for you, go up  

in peace to your father.” 

(Genesis 44:16, 17) 

 

 In what must have been a heart wrenching moment Judah admits their 

guilt. But it wasn’t the steward who uncovered it, it was God. Judah knew that 

God was chastening them for their corporate sin against Joseph. And since they 

had all sinned they would all pay the penalty together. In the case of the 

supposedly stolen cup these men would not abandon Benjamin. Years before 

they would have given in to the temptation to walk away. Then Judah took his 

life into his hands and approached the vice regent of Egypt. 

 

Then Judah came near to him and said:  

“O my lord, please let your servant speak  

a word in my lord’s hearing, and do not  

let your anger burn against your servant;  



for you are even like Pharaoh. 19 My lord  

asked his servants, saying, ‘Have you a  

father or a brother?’ 20 And we said to  

my lord, ‘We have a father, an old man,  

and a child of his old age, who is young;  

his brother is dead, and he alone is left  

of his mother’s children, and his father  

loves him.’  
 

21 Then you said to your servants, ‘Bring  

him down to me, that I may set my eyes  

on him.’ 22 And we said to my lord, ‘The  

lad cannot leave his father, for if he  

should leave his father, his father would  

die.’ 23 But you said to your servants,  

‘Unless your youngest brother comes  

down with you, you shall see my face  

no more.’ 24 “So it was, when we went  

up to your servant my father, that we  

told him the words of my lord.  

(Genesis 44:18-24) 

 

 Judah explains the situation and in his revelation he subtly implicates the 

Egyptian Ruler, calling his integrity and sense of fairness into play. Then he 

uncovered his father’s fear of losing Benjamin.  

 

And our father said, ‘Go back and buy  

us a little food.’ 26 But we said, ‘We  

cannot go down; if our youngest brother  

is with us, then we will go down; for we  

may not see the man’s face unless our  

youngest brother is with us.’ 27 Then your  

servant my father said to us, ‘You know  

that my wife bore me two sons; 28 and  

the one went out from me, and I said,  

“Surely he is torn to pieces”; and I have  

not seen him since. 29 But if you take this  

one also from me, and calamity befalls  

him, you shall bring down my gray hair  

with sorrow to the grave.’ 

(Genesis 44:25-29) 

 

 As Judah provided the flashback Joseph learned what happened at 

home more than 20 years before. He learned of Jacob’s grief. And that though 



these brothers tried to bury their guilt and their father’s sorrow deep in their 

hearts all of it was being resurrected and felt. Judah had no clue as to how 

painful all of this must have been to Joseph. But Judah and his brothers had 

come to term’s with Jacob’s exclusive love for Rachael and her sons. There was 

no envy here, no hatred for the favored sons. There was only concern for 

Benjamin and their father. The fact that these brothers cared for Benjamin and 

Jacob must have astounded Joseph. And if this revelation astounded Joseph 

the next declaration the next declaration hit his heart like an arrow.  

 

Now therefore, when I come to your  

servant my father, and the lad is not  

with us, since his life is bound up in the  

lad’s life, 31 it will happen, when he sees  

that the lad is not with us, that he will die.  

So your servants will bring down the gray  

hair of your servant our father with sorrow  

to the grave. 32 For your servant became  

surety for the lad to my father, saying, ‘If I  

do not bring him back to you, then I shall  

bear the blame before my father forever.’  

(Genesis 44:30-32) 

 

 Judah recalls his father’s words and along with his brothers assumes 

responsibility for his father’s well-being/ This demonstrated a huge change in the 

hearts of these men—especially Judah. These men, Judah at the top, were 

once wretched men. But now God was at work in their hearts and Judah makes 

the offer of Christ-like substitution: his life for Benjamin’s.  

 

Now therefore, please let your servant  

remain instead of the lad as a slave to  

my lord, and let the lad go up with his  

brothers. 34 For how shall I go up to my  

father if the lad is not with me, lest  

perhaps I see the evil that would come  

upon my father? 

(Genesis 44: 33, 34) 

 

 God’s grace in both blessing and trial had changed Judah’s heart. And 

the pathos of Judah’s soul raised the curtain, revealing the truth about the 

Egyptian Ruler.  

 

Then Joseph could not restrain himself  

before all those who stood by him, and  

he cried out, “Make everyone go out  



from me!” So no one stood with him while  

Joseph made himself known to his brothers. 

 2 And he wept aloud, and the Egyptians  

and the house of Pharaoh heard it. 

(Genesis 45:1, 2) 

 

Can you imagine the scene as the brothers in this magnificent home watch this 

powerful Egyptian wail uncontrollably? There they all stood stunned! And then 

there was an emotional earthquake! 

 

Then Joseph said to his brothers, “I am  

Joseph; does my father still live?” But  

his brothers could not answer him, for  

they were dismayed in his presence.  
4 And Joseph said to his brothers, “Please  

come near to me.” So they came near.  

Then he said: “I am Joseph your brother,  

whom you sold into Egypt.  

(Genesis 45:3, 4) 

 

 Through the flood of tears Joseph realized his brother’s fear. So he calls 

them near and the idea here in the text is “Come, look at my face.” But then his 

next words meant to comfort sent chills down their spines, “I am Joseph whom 

you sold.” What a shock this must have been! And perhaps these brothers now 

fear for their lives. So Joseph is quick to relieve their fears.  

 

But now, do not therefore be grieved or  

angry with yourselves because you sold  

me here; for God sent me before you to  

preserve life. 6 For these two years the  

famine has been in the land, and there  

are still five years in which there will be  

neither plowing nor harvesting. 7 And God  

sent me before you to preserve a posterity  

for you in the earth, and to save your lives  

by a great deliverance. 8 So now it was not  

you who sent me here, but God; and He  

has made me a father to Pharaoh, and  

lord of all his house, and a ruler throughout  

all the land of Egypt. 

(Genesis 45:5-8) 

 

 Notice there is not a trace of bitterness or anger in Joseph’s words. It is 

clear that Joseph had spent all these years thinking about and praying about all 



that had happened in his life. And God had enlightened Joseph’s heart and 

mind. Joseph understood the will of God concerning both Pharaoh’s dreams 

and the actions of his brothers Here it is in four statements:  

 

Verse 5 – God sent ne before you to preserve life 

 

Verse 7 – God sent me before you to preserve a posterity 

 

Verse 8 – The brothers did not send Joseph to Egypt, God did 

 

Verse 9 – God made Joseph ruler of Egypt.  

 

 In all od this there is a foreshadowing of Jesus Christ. In Acts 2 Peter 

declared that lawless hands crucified Jesus and put him t death. But all of this 

was according to the determined purpose and foreknowledge of God. And 

God raised Jesus up out of the pit of death and made him both Lord and Christ 

to save lives forever.  

 

 Now, Joseph was not giving his brothers a lesson in theology. He was 

putting a healing balm on a fractured family. The brothers had unknowingly 

confessed their guilt concerning Joseph earlier before they knew who he was. 

And now he forgives them. Believers who have faith in God and understand His 

will are gracious and forgive. But hatred and a lack of forgiveness fill hearts that 

are ignorant of God and His Word. Now, having calmed his brothers he send 

them to bring back his father. 

 

Hurry and go up to my father, and  

say to him, ‘Thus says your son Joseph:  

“God has made me lord of all Egypt;  

come down to me, do not tarry.  
10 You shall dwell in the land of Goshen,  

and you shall be near to me, you and  

your children, your children’s children,  

your flocks and your herds, and all that  

you have. 11 There I will provide for you,  

lest you and your household, and all  

that you have, come to poverty; for  

there are still five years of famine.” ’ 
12 “And behold, your eyes and the  

eyes of my brother Benjamin see that  

it is my mouth that speaks to you.  
13 So you shall tell my father of all my  

glory in Egypt, and of all that you have  

seen; and you shall hurry and bring my  



father down here. 

(Genesis 45:9-13) 

 

 The land of Goshen was a very fertile area east of the Nile Delta. It was 

the best land. And here we have a foretaste of Christ bringing us into the 

kingdom of God. We do not deserve it, it is graciously given.  

 

Then he fell on his brother Benjamin’s neck  

and wept, and Benjamin wept on his neck.  
15 Moreover he kissed all his brothers and  

wept over them, and after that his brothers  

talked with him. 

(Genesis 45:14, 15) 

 

So many tears and such deep joy. Guilt is melting away and love is being 

restored.  

 

Now the report of it was heard in Pharaoh’s  

house, saying, “Joseph’s brothers have come.”  

So it pleased Pharaoh and his servants well.  
17 And Pharaoh said to Joseph, “Say to your  

brothers, ‘Do this: Load your animals and  

depart; go to the land of Canaan. 18 Bring  

your father and your households and come  

to me; I will give you the best of the land of  

Egypt, and you will eat the fat of the land.  
19 Now you are commanded—do this: Take  

carts out of the land of Egypt for your little  

ones and your wives; bring your father and  

come. 20 Also do not be concerned about  

your goods, for the best of all the land of  

Egypt is yours.’ ” 

(Genesis 45:16-20) 

 

 Pharaoh surpasses Joseph’s generosity painting a picture for us of God, 

who we are told in Ephesians 2, will show us the exceeding riches of His kindness 

to us through Jesus Christ for all eternity.  

 

Then the sons of Israel did so; and Joseph  

gave them carts, according to the command  

of Pharaoh, and he gave them provisions for  

the journey. 22 He gave to all of them, to each  

man, changes of garments; but to Benjamin  

he gave three hundred pieces of silver and  



five changes of garments. 23 And he sent to  

his father these things: ten donkeys loaded  

with the good things of Egypt, and ten female  

donkeys loaded with grain, bread, and food  

for his father for the journey. 24 So he sent his  

brothers away, and they departed; and he  

said to them, “See that you do not become  

troubled along the way.” 

(Genesis 45: 21-24) 

 

 Clothes were a central feature in Joseph’s rejection by his brothers. And 

now clothing is bestowed in reconciliation. And in our reconciliation to God 

through Jesus Christ we are clothed with power from on high in the gift of the 

holy Spirit. I don’t want to take anything away from the immediate joy of the 

story as Moses wrote it. But all of this so closely foreshadows our salvation and 

reconciliation and blessings in Christ. 

 

Then they went up out of Egypt, and came  

to the land of Canaan to Jacob their father.  
26 And they told him, saying, “Joseph is still  

alive, and he is governor over all the land  

of Egypt.” And Jacob’s heart stood still,  

because he did not believe them. 27 But  

when they told him all the words which  

Joseph had said to them, and when he  

saw the carts which Joseph had sent to  

carry him, the spirit of Jacob their father  

revived. 28 Then Israel said, “It is enough.  

Joseph my son is still alive. I will go and  

see him before I die.” 

(Genesis 45:25-28) 

 

 When we last saw Jacob he had prayed for mercy, but his heart was on 

the verge of despair. Now like an oil lamp given more oil Jacob’s heart burns a 

little brighter. The God of Genesis, our God, is a God of tender mercies and 

grace.  

 

 Genesis 44 and 45 are about a great unveiling or revealing. Jacob’s sons 

are revealed to be undergoing a transformation. Their cold and selfish hearts 

are warming with love and care for others. And the exalted Egyptian is revealed 

to be a long lost brother. A very dysfunctional family is beginning to heal 

because of the wisdom and mercy of God.  

 



 Another great apocalypse or revealing will take place in the future with all 

of us. In 1 Corinthians 3 and 4 we are told that when the Lord Jesus Christ returns 

all of us will stand before the judgment seat of Christ. And the hidden motives of 

our hearts will be revealed both good and bad. The noble motives that led us to 

say and to do good things will be rewarded. The sinful motives that led us to say 

and to do what is wrong will be destroyed.1 But then another revealing will take 

place that will bring great healing—the healing of the often broken family of 

God and the healing of our world.  

 

For I consider that the sufferings of  

this present time are not worthy to  

be compared with the glory which  

shall be revealed in us. 19 For the  

earnest expectation of the creation  

eagerly waits for the revealing of the  

sons of God. 

(Romans 8:18, 19) 

 

 When the Lord Jesus Christ returns not only will there be a revealing of how 

we lived our lives, but the glory of the Lord Jesus Christ will also be revealed in us. 

No longer will we be mortal and prone to sin and sickness. We will be immortal 

and full of life and glory. And all of creation waits eagerly for this day of 

revelation. And verse 21 tells us why.  

 

because the creation itself also will be  

delivered from the bondage of corruption  

into the glorious liberty of the children of God. 

 

 When we are set free and glorified so too will all of creation be set free 

and glorified. In the meantime, remind yourself every day who you are. You are 

a child of God! And let us treat each other with love, care, mercy and grace.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                           
1 1 Cor. 3:10-15; 4:5 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


