
Chapter Twelve 

 

Genesis 48 

 

The Adoption 

 

 

 

 It often happens that the older you get you tend to see life more clearly. 

Hopefully as you mature you gain greater insight and wisdom and your 

perspective and priorities focus on what really matters. This was certainly true in 

the life of the patriarch, Jacob. As Jacob’s physical eyes dimmed from age, his 

spiritual eyes clearly saw the hope of everlasting life in the land of promise.  

 

 At the end of Genesis 47 Jacob had Joseph promise to bury him in 

Canaan so that when resurrected he would be in the land promised by God. 

This hope filled his heart so fully that it now overflows in blessing to Joseph’s two 

sons. Jacob and God desire for Manasseh and Ephraim, half Egyptian and half 

Hebrew to know they are a part of the people of God and thus heirs of the 

promises of God. Therefore Jacob blesses and adopts Joseph’s two sons as his 

own. 

 

 Jacob had believed God before in his life. But it was this act of faith that 

put Jacob in the great Hall of Fame of faith in Hebrews 11. There in verse 21 we 

read, “By faith Jacob, when he was dying, blessed each of the sons of Joseph, 

and worshiped, leaning on the top of his staff.” In verse 1 of Hebrews 11 we 

read, “Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not 

seen.” The faith described here is a solid, bedrock conviction that what God has 

promised will become a future reality. There is no greater inheritance that 

parents can leave to their children than a testimony of faith and hope in the 

Word of God. This is what Jacob does here in Genesis 48. 

 

Now it came to pass after these things  

that Joseph was told, “Indeed your  

father is sick”; and he took with him his  

two sons, Manasseh and Ephraim.  
2 And Jacob was told, “Look, your son  

Joseph is coming to you”; and Israel  

strengthened himself and sat up on the  

bed. 

(Genesis 48:1, 2) 

 

 When Jacob hear that Joseph had arrived he drew up all the strength he 

had and sat up in bed. He is going to bless and adopt Joseph’s two sons and 



Hebrews 11 called this an act of worship. We tend to think of worship as the time 

in church when we sing and pray. But to believe God’s Word and to live your life 

in that light is to worship. Romans 12 :1 declares, “I beseech you therefore, 

brethren, by the mercies of God, that you present your bodies a living sacrifice, 

holy, acceptable to God, which is your reasonable service.” The phrase 

“reasonable service” can be better translated as “heart felt spiritual worship.” 

 

 Therefore, trusting God is worship. Singing praises to God is worship. 

Teaching your children God’s Word is worship. Loving your spouse is worship. 

Honoring your parents is worship. Being kind and merciful is worship. Working at 

your job is worship if you are working as unto the Lord. And even though it 

doesn’t say it here in Genesis 48, allowing Jacob to adopt Joseph’s sons was an 

act of worship. Joseph knows that his sons will now be incorporated and 

identified with the people of God. And this will exclude them from any success in 

Egypt. 

 

 Now, while Joseph and his sons stood before Jacob with expectation, 

Jacob will tell of the promise of God that was the foundation for what he would 

do.  

 

Then Jacob said to Joseph: “God Almighty  

appeared to me at Luz in the land of Canaan  

and blessed me, 4 and said to me, ‘Behold,  

I will make you fruitful and multiply you, and I  

will make of you a multitude of people, and  

give this land to your descendants after you  

as an everlasting possession.’ 

(Genesis 48:3, 4) 

 

 God appeared two times to Jacob at Luz (the old name for Bethel).  First 

God appeared to him when he was fleeing from his brother Esau’s anger.1 The 

second appearance was twenty years later.2 God promised Jacob both land 

and seed, descendants like the dust of the earth. It was the same promise made 

to his father Isaac and to his grandfather Abraham. 

 

 And the reason Jacob tells of this promise is that as the heir of the promise 

he had the right to decide to whom the promise would go with a blessing. This 

was a significant moment. Jacob was full of faith that God would fulfill His Word. 

 

And now your two sons, Ephraim and Manasseh,  

who were born to you in the land of Egypt  
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before I came to you in Egypt, are mine;  

as Reuben and Simeon, they shall be mine. 

(Genesis 48:5)  

 

 This was the announcement of adoption. Ephraim and Manasseh would 

no longer be Jacob’s grandsons, they would be sons numbers 1 and 2. They 

would take the place of Reuben and Simeon. They and their descendants 

would become the heirs of Jacob’s estate for Joseph would remain in Egypt. 1 

Chronicles %;1, 2 explains to us what is happening here. It tells us that Reuben’s 

birthright was given to Joseph’s sons, because Reuben had defiled his father by 

sleeping with Bilhah. But what about Joseph’s other children? 

 

Your offspring whom you beget after  

them shall be yours; they will be called  

by the name of their brothers in their  

inheritance. 

(Genesis 48:6) 

 

 In the future Joseph’s other children and their descendants would be 

placed into union with the tribes of Ephraim and Manasseh. Then suddenly there 

came a sad memory before the formal act of adoption.  

 

But as for me, when I came from Padan,  

Rachel died beside me in the land of  

Canaan on the way, when there was  

but a little distance to go to Ephrath;  

and I buried her there on the way to  

Ephrath (that is, Bethlehem). 

(Genesis 48:7) 

 

 Rachel was the love of Jacob’s life. In giving these sons to Jacob, 

Rachel’s family tree would continue through Jacob. They would be his sons as if 

through Rachel. And these two boys would inherit land in Canaan. 

 

Then Israel saw Joseph’s sons, and said,  

“Who are these?”9 Joseph said to his  

father, “They are my sons, whom God  

has given me in this place.” And he said,  

“Please bring them to me, and I will bless  

them.”  
 

10 Now the eyes of Israel were dim with  

age, so that he could not see. Then Joseph  

brought them near him, and he kissed them  



and embraced them. 11 And Israel said to  

Joseph, “I had not thought to see your face;  

but in fact, God has also shown me your offspring!” 

 
12 So Joseph brought them from beside his knees, 

and he bowed down with his face to the earth.  
13 And Joseph took them both, Ephraim with his 

right hand toward Israel’s left hand, and Manasseh  

with his left hand toward Israel’s right hand, and  

brought them near him.  

(Genesis 48: 8-13) 

 

 There are many Bible scholars who believe that what we have here is the 

official adoption. When Jacob asked, “Whose sons are these?” and Joseph 

responds “They are my sons” it’s like the question asked in a marriage ceremony. 

We ask, “Who gives this woman to be married to this man?” And the answer is 

“Her mother and I.” Jacob’s kiss and embrace of the sons and Joseph’s bowing 

before his father seals the adoption. 

 

Then Israel stretched out his right hand  

and laid it on Ephraim’s head, who was  

the younger, and his left hand on Manasseh’s  

head, guiding his hands knowingly, for  

Manasseh was the firstborn. 15 And he  

blessed Joseph, and said: 

“God, before whom my fathers Abraham  

and Isaac walked, 

The God who has fed me all my life long  

to this day, 
16 The Angel who has redeemed me from  

all evil, 

Bless the lads; 

Let my name be named upon them, 

And the name of my fathers Abraham  

and Isaac; 

And let them grow into a multitude in the  

midst of the earth.” 

(Genesis 48:14-16) 

 

 Jacob reverses the normal order of placing the right hand on the oldest 

son. And he speaks forth a blessing recalling God’s faithfulness and asking for 

God’s goodness to be upon the boys. But Joseph was stunned by the reversal! 

 

Now when Joseph saw that his father  



laid his right hand on the head of Ephraim,  

it displeased him; so he took hold of his  

father’s hand to remove it from Ephraim’s  

head to Manasseh’s head. 18 And Joseph  

said to his father, “Not so, my father, for  

this one is the firstborn; put your right hand  

on his head.” 

 
19 But his father refused and said, “I know,  

my son, I know. He also shall become a  

people, and he also shall be great; but  

truly his younger brother shall be greater  

than he, and his descendants shall  

become a multitude of nations.” 

(Genesis 48: 17-19) 

 

 It had been a long slow walk of obedience that finally taught Jacob to 

trust God. God knew that the younger son’s descendants would be greater in 

number and power and this was revealed to Jacob. In fact the name Ephraim 

was used as a synonym for the kingdom of Israel.3 

 

So he blessed them that day, saying,  

“By you Israel will bless, saying, ‘May  

God make you as Ephraim and as  

Manasseh!’ ” And thus he set Ephraim  

before Manasseh.21 Then Israel said to  

Joseph, “Behold, I am dying, but God  

will be with you and bring you back to  

the land of your fathers. 22 Moreover I  

have given to you one portion above  

your brothers, which I took from the  

hand of the Amorite with my sword  

and my bow.” 

(Genesis 48:20-22) 

 

 The land given to Joseph was the area called Shechem. After Joseph 

died, Joshua buried Joseph’s bones in Shechem. On his death bed Jacob 

worshipped God by bringing Joseph’s sons into the covenant family and by 

trusting God to fulfill His Word. And he encouraged Joseph by saying, “I may be 

dying, but God will be with you.”  
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Jacob learned this great truth by experience. In Genesis 28:15 God told 

Jacob, “I am with you.” In Genesis 31:3 God told him, “I will be with you.” Then in 

verse 5 Jacob said, “God has been with me.” In Genesis 35:3 Jacob said, “God 

has been with me wherever I have gone.” And in Genesis 46:4 before going into 

Egypt, God told Jacob, “I will go with you.” 

 

God is with us too. We have His very Spirit within us. And just as Jacob 

adopted Joseph’s sons to be his heirs, so God has adopted us to be His heirs. 

Here are the pertinent verses from the New Testament.  

 

For as many as are led by the Spirit of  

God, these are sons of God. 15 For you  

did not receive the spirit of bondage  

again to fear, but you received the  

Spirit of adoption by whom we cry out,  

“Abba, Father.” 16 The Spirit [itself] bears  

witness with our spirit that we are children  

of God, 17 and if children, then heirs—heirs  

of God and joint heirs with Christ, if indeed  

we suffer with Him, that we may also be  

glorified together. 

(Romans 8:15, 16) 

 

But when the fullness of the time had come,  

God sent forth His Son, born of a woman,  

born under the law, 5 to redeem those who  

were under the law, that we might receive  

the adoption as sons. 6 And because you are  

sons, God has sent forth the Spirit of His Son into  

your hearts, crying out, “Abba, Father!”  
7 Therefore you are no longer a slave but a son, 

 and if a son, then an heir of God through Christ. 

(Galatians 4:4-7) 

 

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord  

Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every  

spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in  

Christ, 4 just as He chose us in Him before  

the foundation of the world, that we should  

be holy and without blame before Him in love, 
5 having predestined us to adoption as sons by  

Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the good  

pleasure of His will, 6 to the praise of the glory of  

His grace, by which He made us accepted in  



the Beloved. 

(Ephesians 1:3-6) 

 

 Here is why the New Testament calls us the adopted children or sons of 

God. In the ancient Roman culture a father had the power of life and death 

over his natural born children. He could disown them and disinherit them. So if a 

father wanted to make one of his sons his legal heir, he would adopt his son in a 

public ceremony. Or if he had no children, he could adopt someone to be his 

heir. And once adopted you could never be disinherited. You could never lose 

your position as a son and a heir. 

 

 We have received the Spirit of adoption making God our Father. We are 

now His children—forever. He cannot and will not ever cast us away. We are am 

heir of God as a joint-heir with Jesus Christ. In Christ we share the position of first 

born son receiving not a portion of inheritance with God, but the full inheritance.  

 

 We have been taken out of the fallen family of Adam. And through Jesus 

Christ we are place into the family of God where we are loved, cherished and 

given new abilities and privileges and responsibilities. And hopefully as we 

mature in our faith we learn to love and trust our Father, God. And hopefully we 

gain spiritual insight and wisdom so that our perspective and priorities focus on 

what really matters. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


