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 One of the great themes in Christ’s farewell discourse has been the 

teaching on the holy Spirit. This was the great power that was at work in Jesus 

Christ. It was the guiding principle of his life. God, the Father, was in Jesus and he 

was in the Father by means of the Spirit. And Jesus was trying to impress upon 

the disciples and for us as well the importance of the Spirit.  

 

 The great power and guiding principle of our lives is the Helper, the holy 

Spirit. And by the Spirit it is God in Christ in us and we in Christ. Christ is the vine 

and we are the branches. The sap life of the vine, the Spirit, is the sap life of the 

branches. The work of the Spirit is the theme of our present study.  

 

But now I go away to Him who sent Me,  

and none of you asks Me, ‘Where are  

You going? 6 But because I have said  

these things to you, sorrow has filled  

your heart. 

(John 16:5, 6) 

 

 If you have followed along closely in this series you will remember that 

both peter and Thomas asked questions about where Christ was going. But the 

reality is that the disciples were so concerned about themselves and their loss of 

Jesus that they never really pressed him on this topic. They were not really 

interested at the moment about the coming of the Spirit or Christ’s ascension to 

glory. They did not want something new to come. They wanted Jesus to stay! 

Therefore, at the thought of losing Jesus their hearts were full of sorrow. And this 

is why the Lord immediately says what he does in verse 7. 

 

Nevertheless I tell you the truth.  

It is to your advantage that I go away;  

for if I do not go away, the Helper will  

not come to you; but if I depart, I will  

send Him to you. 

(John 16:7) 

 



 Sometimes we may think that these disciples had a great advantage that 

we do not have. They were with Jesus; they saw him face to face. They heard 

him teach and they saw the miracles. They knew the warmth of his love and 

companionship. And so we think, “If only we could have been there too. How 

wonderful this would have been.” But Jesus is telling the disciples that it will be 

better for you once I am gone. It is to your advantage, it is for your betterment, 

because the power that is at work in me will then be at work in you. 

 

 Think about this: on that very night when Jesus was arrested to be 

crucified all the disciples were terrified and fled from Jesus—they forsook him. 

But only a few weeks later, after Christ’s resurrection, after the Feast of Pentecost 

when the Spirit was given, the apostles faced great hostility and danger from 

the Jewish leaders. But we read this about them in Acts 4, “and they were all 

filled with the Holy Spirit, and they spoke the word of God with boldness.”1 

 

 The holy Spirit helped the apostles. It empowered them. It strengthened 

and transformed them. And this is what it does for us as well.  

 

Nevertheless I tell you the truth.  

It is to your advantage that I go away;  

for if I do not go away, the Helper will  

not come to you; but if I depart, I will  

send [it] to you. 8 And when [it] has  

come, [it] will convict the world of sin,  

and of righteousness, and of judgment: 

 9 of sin, because they do not believe in  

Me; 10 of righteousness, because I go to  

My Father and you see Me no more; 11  

of judgment, because the ruler of this  

world is judged. 

(John 16:7-11) 

 

 This section of Scripture is very important concerning the work of the Spirit. 

But it is often misread and misunderstood. It is often read as if the Spirit is going to 

come to the world and be at work in the hearts of unbelievers. And thus it will 

convince then of sin, righteousness and judgment.  

 

But this is not what these verses are teaching us. First, remember back in 

John 14:17 Jesus Christ said that the world cannot receive the Spirit. And so to 

whom in the Spirit going? In whom will it be at work? At the end of verse 7, Jesus 

said, “, I will send [it] to you.” The Spirit will come and reside in the believers. Now 

verse 8: “And when [it] has come” (to whom?) to the believers, it will do its work. 
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The holy Spirit is not going to work in the world. It is at work in you; it is at 

work in Christians. And here is the effect that the Spirit should make in our lives. 

The world should see three things when it looks at believers, on the church. The 

first thing it should see is the life of Christ in us. The world should see Christ’s love 

and compassion and faithfulness in us. And therefore if it sees Christ in us it ought 

to be convicted of sin, because they do not believe on him.  

 

The world desperately wants to forget about Jesus Christ. It desires to pack 

his name and his teachings in a box called ancient history and then forget 

about him. And so then what is the church for? What is the work of a believer? It 

is to bring the name of Jesus Christ into the world by what we say and by how 

we live. This is the work of the Spirit in us. In Acts 1:8 Jesus said, “But you shall 

receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be 

witnesses to Me.” 

 

But many times the thing most emphasized by the church in its bid to 

reach out to the world is the church. “Look at all the programs of our church” 

we say. “Look at all we have to offer to you.” The early Christians never did this. 

Church programs and classes don’t save anyone. Church programs never 

transform anyone. Jesus Christ does! He saves, he redeems, he forgives and 

heals and restores, not the programs of the church.  

 

When the church, when believers imitate Jesus and speak of Jesus Christ, 

then some people in the world will see his power and beauty and their need for 

him so as to be saved from sin. The most basic and fundamental problem that 

the world has is not believing in Jesus. This is why they sin and do the evil they do.  

 

The second thing the world should be convinced of is righteousness, 

because Jesus is going to the Father. In other words, when the world looks at us 

as we are empowered by the Spirit it should see a different way of life. The 

righteousness, the grace, the compassion, our love to God and our love to 

others that was seen in Christ should be seen in us. This is what will convince the 

world that there is righteousness, that there are absolutes in life, and that there 

are godly morals and values. 

 

The secular elites will shout that there are no absolutes, no truth; nothing is 

naturally right or wrong. The world will believe that until it sees people living a 

godly life by the power of the Spirit. We will never do this perfectly. But we can 

do more than we think.  

 

The third thing the world should see when it sees us is that a judgment is 

coming, because the ruler of this world, Satan, is judged. When the world sees us 

and sees that we are not motivated by the lusts of the flesh and the lust of the 



eyes and the pride of life,2 they should see that a final judgment is coming. 

There is a coming head on collision between Christ and the world. And all that 

the world loves and lives by will be destroyed.  

 

The sign of that judgment is that the power of Satan is already being 

destroyed in our lives. We are learning to be selfless; we are learning to 

overcome fears and anxieties. We are being set free from emotional pains and 

tensions. We no longer love what the world loves. We no longer hate what the 

world hates. This is what the world should see in us as we are transformed by the 

Word of God and the Spirit of God.  

 

I still have many things to say to you,  

but you cannot bear them now.  
13 However, when [it], the Spirit of  

truth, has come, [it] will guide you  

into all truth; for [it] will not speak on  

[its] own authority, but whatever [it]  

hears [it] will speak; and [it] will tell  

you things to come.  

(John 16:12, 13) 

 

 What Jesus said here should have been stunning to the apostles. Even 

though Jesus had taught the apostles some important truths about God and 

about life, there would be more to come. I’ll explain in a moment, but notice 

how God understands us. He revealed to Jesus that the apostles couldn’t 

handle all the new information that was coming. They couldn’t bear it now. They 

needed the power of the Spirit. And there would be a gradual unfolding of the 

truth, the new information. We are like that too. No one learns the entire Bible in 

one reading. It takes time as we learn and obey and mature and grow deeper 

in our understanding.  

 

 So what Jesus is saying is that the Spirit would bring back to the memory of 

the apostles all that Jesus taught. And it would give them a more profound and 

clear understanding. But these verses mean more that. What Jesus meant is 

revealed to us when we learn an important word has been left out of the New 

King James Version of the Bible. It is the article “the” and it comes before the 

second word “truth in verse 13. The holy Spirit will disclose to the apostles “all the 

truth.  

 

 The Spirit will reveal a full and definite body of teaching revealing more 

about Jesus Christ. And this is what we have in the New Testament. I doubt that 

the apostles understood all of this that night, but they obviously did later. The 
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apostles understood the divine reality of the Old Testament. They knew that God 

spoke to the fathers through the prophets in many times and in various ways.3. 

The psalmist sang of the Old Testament, “Your word is a lamp to my feet, and a 

light to my path.”4 So how could there be more to come? But there is, Jesus said. 

 

 And what the Lord is promising is to work by the holy Spirit in the apostles 

to write down all of the truth—the full, authoritative and all sufficient truth of the 

New Testament. And what we have here is a delineation of the New Testament. 

First, there is the historical aspect of Christ’s ministry. Back in John 14:26 Jesus aid 

the Spirit would remind the apostles of everything Jesus said. And thus we have 

the four gospels of Matthew, Mark, Luke and John. 

 

 Christianity begins on an historical foundation. Christianity is not a man-

made philosophy; it is not based on moral speculation. Its values and ideals are 

based on real events and a real person of history, Jesus Christ. Secondly, there is 

the promise of more and deeper teachings. We read in verse 13, “He will not 

speak on His own authority, but whatever He hears He will speak.” And so we 

have the New Testament letters of Romans, Corinthians, Ephesians and so on. 

 

 These letters give us a richer development of our sin and our need for 

salvation. It brings us a fuller teaching on who Christ is now, who we are in Christ 

and what we shall be. The New Testament deals with the body life of the 

church; how we relate to one another. And it deals with pastoral issues and 

leadership.  

 

 And finally, there is the prophetic element concerning Christ’s return and 

the coming kingdom of God to the earth. At the end of verse 13 Jesus said the 

Spirit “will tell you things to come.” Thus we have scattered prophecies about 

the future in Matthew 24, 1 Corinthians 15, 1 and 2 Thessalonians and most fully 

in the book of Revelation. Now, the next two verses will tell us the ultimate 

reason why the Spirit will reveal the New Testament. 

 

[It] will glorify Me, for [it] will take  

of what is Mine and declare it to you.  
15 All things that the Father has are Mine.  

Therefore I said that [it] will take of Mine  

and declare it to you. 

(John 16:14, 15) 

 

 We have the New Testament to bring glory to Christ which brings glory to 

God. As we believe the truth about Christ, as our lives are transformed by the 
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power of Christ in us, as our hearts are filled with hope in Christ, Jesus Christ is 

glorified. What we have in the New Testament is the truth, the whole truth about 

the Christian life and nothing more needs to be added to it. Peter wrote,  

 

Grace and peace be multiplied  

to you in the knowledge of God  

and of Jesus our Lord, 3 as His divine 

 power has given to us all things that  

pertain to life and godliness, through  

the knowledge of Him who called us  

by glory and virtue, 4 by which have  

been given to us exceedingly great  

and precious promises, that through  

these you may be partakers of the  

divine nature, having escaped the  

corruption that is in the world through  

lust. 

(2 Peter 1:2-4) 

 

 All that we need for all of life and godliness we have in the Scriptures. 

Jeremiah 15:16 says, “Your words were found, and I ate them, and Your word 

was to me the joy and rejoicing of my heart.” Psalm 107:20 tells us, “He sent His 

word and healed them, and delivered them from their destructions.” And in the 

New Testament letter of Jude we read,  

 

Beloved, while I was very diligent to  

write to you concerning our common  

salvation, I found it necessary to write  

to you exhorting you to contend  

earnestly for the faith which was once  

for all delivered to the saints. 

(Jude 3) 

 

 What we have with the New Testament is the complete and full revelation 

of God’s will for us. And it is all sufficient to meet our every need through the 

power of God’s Spirit within us. Jesus said, “It is to your advantage that I go 

away” so that the Spirit, the Helper, the Strengthener, the Transformer will come. 

In the gift of the holy Spirit lies the limitless power of God. 

 

 As we allow the Spirit and Scripture to work in us and transform us the 

world can see the sin of not believing in Jesus Christ. They can see that only the 

Spirit of God can produce a righteous life. And they can see that all of history is 

moving toward a great day of divine judgment. And all of this will bring glory to 

Christ. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 


