
Christ’s Farewell Discourse 

 

Chapter Sixteen 

 

John 17:20-26 

 

Christ Prays for Us 

 

 

 

 We now conclude our study of Christ’s farewell discourse as we read the 

prayer with which Jesus finished his message. Jesus has prayed for himself and 

for the first disciples and now he prays for everyone who will believe in him from 

the time of his resurrection to the return. 

 

I do not pray for these alone, but also  

for those who will believe in Me through  

their word; 21  

(John 17:20) 

 

 As I began to think about and pray over these verses I realized that Jesus 

was praying for people he did not know. He prayed for all of us who are reading 

this, as well as for believers all over the world who have come to the faith since 

the first work of the apostles.  

 

 And therefore this prayer teaches the proper goal of one generation 

transferring God’s truth to another. Jesus prayed for generation to come after 

generation. This tells me how important it is as a parent to pray for your children, 

for your grandchildren and even great, grandchildren. It also tells me how 

important it is to pray for those people that you know who are not yet saved.  

 

 Jesus was future oriented. And we have to ask ourselves how future 

oriented am I? If our prayers are only about our present needs and concerns, 

then our prayer life is not all it could be. Our prayers should reach beyond today 

and touch tomorrow; those who will come after us. We should also pray for other 

Christians and churches we know in other parts of the world. 

 

 Also Christ prayed for those who would believe, because of the words of 

the apostles. Ephesians 2:20 tells us that the church is built upon the foundation 

of the apostles and prophets. It is they who have given us the great truths of the 

New Testament in words.  

 There is an old saying “Preach the gospel always, if necessary use words.” 

Now I understand the point that is being made. Our behavior should mirror what 

we believe. We should walk the talk, as they say. But words are necessary. It is 



through teaching and preaching and sharing the words of the New Testament 

that people are saved and grow strong in the faith. So, Jesus prayed for the 

apostles and he prayed for us and here is his first request. 

 

I do not pray for these alone, but also  

for those who will believe in Me through  

their word; 21 that they all may be one,  

as You, Father, are in Me, and I in You;  

that they also may be one in Us, that  

the world may believe that You sent Me.  

(John 17:20, 21) 

 

 The unity and oneness that Jesus prayed for is a unity and oneness 

through the Spirit of God and the truth of God’s Word. The Father and Christ 

were one, because the very life of God was in Christ through the Spirit. And they 

were one, because Jesus lived in accordance with the truth, he believed and 

obeyed God’s Word and will. And now we are one with the Father and with 

Jesus Christ and with one another, because of the gift of the Spirit. Here is what 

we are told about this in 1 Corinthians 12. 

 

For as the body is one and has many  

members, but all the members of that  

one body, being many, are one body,  

so also is Christ. 

(1 Corinthians 12:12) 

 

 The body being written about here is the physical body. Our physical 

body has many parts but all the parts make up one body. In the same way 

there are many Christians. And we expect Paul to write that we being many are 

one church. But he writes “so also is Christ.” And the point he is making is that 

the church is Christ’s body through which he works in the world through us. He is 

united to us and we to him by the Spirit.  

 

For as the body is one and has many  

members, but all the members of that  

one body, being many, are one body,  

so also is Christ. 13 For [in] one Spirit we  

were all baptized into one body— 

whether Jews or Greeks, whether slaves 

or free—and have all been made to drink  

into one Spirit. 14 For in fact the body is not  

one member but many. 

(1 Corinthians 12:12-14) 

 



 In the church there is a should be great diversity: a diversity of ethnicities, 

different kinds of personalities; we all have different interests and we serve in 

different ways. But we are all one body with one another and with God and 

Christ, because we all share in the same Spirit of God. There is one church of 

God with Jesus Christ as the head of the church. 

 

 Ok, then you ask, “Why are there so many different denominations: 

Baptist, Roman Catholic, Presbyterian, etc.?” The reason why there are so many 

different denominations is that we are not all united in the truth of Scripture. The 

Bible calls us to a unity of the truth. The apostle Paul wrote,  

 

I, therefore, the prisoner of the Lord,  

beseech you to walk worthy of the  

calling with which you were called,  
2 with all lowliness and gentleness,  

with longsuffering, bearing with one  

another in love, 3 endeavoring to  

keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond  

of peace. 4 There is one body and one  

Spirit, just as you were called in one hope  

of your calling; 5 one Lord, one faith,  

one baptism; 6 one God and Father of  

all, who is above all, and through all,  

and in you all. 

(Ephesians 4:1-6) 

 

 There is one body, one true church with each believer filled with the same 

Spirit of God. There is one hope. But not every Christian knows what that hope is. 

Some churches teach that you go to heaven when you die. But that’s not what 

the Bible teaches. Our hope is Christ’s return when he will raise dead believers to 

life and transform living believers and we will live forever in his kingdom on a 

renewed earth.1 

 

 There is one Lord, Jesus Christ and one faith, one body of truth to believe. 

But this is not so in practice, because we have so many denominations that 

have their own beliefs not drawn from Scripture. There is one baptism, not water 

baptism , but a baptism in the Spirit. In Acts 1:5 Jesus said, “John truly baptized 

with water, but you shall be baptized with the Holy Spirit.” And there is only one 

God. But much of Christianity teaches that there are three who are God, and 

this is wrong.  

 

                                                           
1
 1 Corinthians 15:22-28; 50-58; Revelation 21:1-5 



 Philippians 2:2 tells us we are to be of one accord and of one mind on the 

truth. But the church is not, because many do not base their doctrines on the 

words of the apostles as we should. In Acts 2 we have a snapshot of the early 

church. And we can see to what they were devoted.  

 

And they continued steadfastly in  

the apostles’ doctrine and fellowship,  

in the breaking of bread, and in prayers.  
43 Then fear came upon every soul, and  

many wonders and signs were done  

through the apostles. 44 Now all who  

believed were together, and had all  

things in common, 45 and sold their  

possessions and goods, and divided  

them among all, as anyone had need. 

 
46 So continuing daily with one accord  

in the temple, and breaking bread from  

house to house, they ate their food with  

gladness and simplicity of heart, 47 praising  

God and having favor with all the people.  

And the Lord added to the church daily  

those who were being saved.(Acts 2:42-47) 

 

 The content for the believers spiritual growth was the apostle’s doctrine—

the Scriptures, taught faithfully and believed. And then believing God’s Word 

and living a life of love other people were added to the church, exactly what 

Christ prayed for. Let’s return to John 17.  

 

And the glory which You gave Me I have  

given them, that they may be one just as  

We are one: 23 I in them, and You in Me;  

that they may be made perfect in one,  

and that the world may know that You  

have sent Me, and have loved them as  

You have loved Me. 

(John 17:22, 23) 

 

 The first tremendous truth that these verses reveal is the spiritual unity of 

God and Christ and us. The glory that we share is the glory of the Father 

indwelling Christ and then Christ dwelling in us through the gift of the Spirit. In 2 

Peter 1:4 we are told that we have become “partakers of the divine nature.” 

We are God’s children and His nature is in us. In 1 John  we read the following,  

 



Behold what manner of love the Father  

has bestowed on us, that we should be  

called children of God! Therefore the  

world does not know us, because it did  

not know Him. 2 Beloved, now we are  

children of God; and it has not yet been  

revealed what we shall be, but we know  

that when He is revealed, we shall be like  

Him, for we shall see Him as He is. 3 And  

everyone who has this hope in Him purifies  

himself, just as He is pure. 

(1 John 3:1-3) 

 

 Now we are children of God. And the life of God is in us and one day it 

will blossom into all of its fullness. Just like the full mighty oak tree is in the acorn 

so all of the power and beauty of the life of God is in us now. Do you believe 

that? Do you ever think of yourself as bonded to the life of God so much that it 

affects who you are now and who you will be in the future? 

 

 One of the reasons why Christians are so anemic in their faith, hope and 

love is that they really do not believe these wonderful claims. We always think 

that it applies to someone else; to the apostles, to Peter, Paul and John. It 

applies to the great Christian men and women of the past, but not to me. But 

yes it does! 

 

 Jesus Christ is talking about you—he was praying for you! Jesus prayed 

that we be united in the truth and united in the very life of God. Why? For what 

purpose; what was the goal? 

 

I in them, and You in Me; that they may  

be made perfect in one, and that the  

world may know that You have sent Me,  

and have loved them as You have loved Me. 

(John 17:23) 

 

 The word “that” is the purpose word in the sentence. The first reason why 

we are t be united in the truth and realize that the life of God is within us is so 

that the world can believe that God sent Christ to save us. When the church is 

united in the truth and we know that the Spirit of God is within us, when we love 

God and love one another and reach out to others with the good news many 

will know that Jesus Christ is real. They will se that he is the key to history and to 

the future of our world and to the peace and joy and blessings of our lives now. 

 



 Not everyone will accept and believe that. But if we live our lives 

according to the Word of God our lives will be a true witness either in salvation 

or condemnation. Now, here is the second reason for our unity of truth and life in 

God.  

 

and have loved them as You have loved Me. 

(John 17:23) 

 

 Oh, dear friends, God loves you in the same way and to the same degree 

that He loves Jesus Christ. We just read in 1 John 3:1, “Behold what manner of 

love the Father has bestowed upon us that we should be called the children of 

God.” What is that manner? How much does God love you? He loves you as 

much as He loves Christ! 

 

 When does God love you like Christ? Does He love you only when you are 

good? Will He love you only in the future when you are glorified? No—He loves 

you like He loves Jesus Christ right now! Knowing this should fill our hearts with 

great peace and great joy. It should give us a sense of security and dignity. And 

it should inspire us to love others without fear, because God loves us. 

 

Father, I desire that they also whom  

You gave Me may be with Me where  

I am, that they may behold My glory  

which You have given Me; for You  

loved Me before the foundation of  

the world. 

(John 17:4) 

 

Jesus Christ will be arrested and beaten within an inch of his life and then he will 

be crucified. But in his prayer, in his heart, because God’s Word is solid and true, 

Christ already sees himself as King of kings in the coming kingdom of God to this 

earth. And he prayed for all of us to be with him in that glory. And we will, 

therefore Romans 8:18 declares, “that the sufferings of this present time are not 

worthy to be compared with the glory which shall be revealed in us.”  And also 

we read in 2 Corinthians,  

 

Therefore we do not lose heart.  

Even though our outward man is  

perishing, yet the inward man is  

being renewed day by day.  
17 For our light affliction, which is  

but for a moment, is working for us  

a far more exceeding and eternal  

weight of glory, 18 while we do not  



look at the things which are seen,  

but at the things which are not seen.  

For the things which are seen are  

temporary, but the things which are  

not seen are eternal. 

(2 Corinthians 4:16-18) 

 

 This is what our Lord Jesus Christ did. He endured the cross, because his 

heart was fixed on the glory that would be his. And again, do we believe this for 

ourselves? It is easy to believe this promise when our lives are full of sunshine, but 

what about during the great storms of life? But it is especially during the great 

storms that we are to rest on these promises and from them gain strength.  

 

 Remember, you are not alone: the Father loves you and Christ is in you. 

And if you need it ask for help to ne strong in the faith. Hebrews 4 tells us that we 

can come boldly to the throne of grace to receive what we need. Now, let’s 

finish the prayer. 

 

O righteous Father! The world has  

not known You, but I have known You;  

and these have known that You sent Me.  
26 And I have declared to them Your name,  

and will declare it, that the love with which  

You loved Me may be in them, and I in them. 

(John 17:25, 26) 

 

 The great mark of a faithful believer and faithful church is love. Jesus has 

prayed for us to have his joy, he prayed for us to be sanctified by the truth, he 

prayed for us to share in the life of God so that we can be witnesses to the 

reality of Jesus Christ. And he prayed that the Father's love for the Son to be in 

us. And indeed it is. We read in Romans 5:5 that, “the love of God has been 

poured out in our hearts by the Holy Spirit [which] was given to us.” Let us rest in 

that love and share it with others. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 


