
Christmas with Isaiah 

 

 

 

 We began our Christmas series with “Christmas with Job.” And we saw 

that even in his dark despair Job had a flash of radiant faith and proclaimed “I 

know that my Redeemer lives.” So sure was Job of God’s promise of a coming 

Redeemer that he spoke of him as already existing. Then last week in “Christmas 

with Satan” we saw that Job understood about the coming Redeemer because 

of a promise of doom that God made to Satan in Genesis 3. 

 

 This morning’s sermon is titled “Christmas with Isaiah.” Now, Isaiah never 

celebrated Christmas, he never celebrated the birth of Jesus Christ. But he had 

a larger revelation and understanding of the coming Messiah, the coming 

Savior than perhaps any other Old Testament prophet.  

 

 Hundreds of years before Jesus was born Isaiah, divinely inspired, 

prophesied about the miracle of God creating life in the womb of a virgin. Isaiah 

7:14 states, “Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a Son and shall call his 

name Immanuel.” Isaiah revealed the tenderness and compassion of Christ who 

would care for his people as a shepherd cares for his flock.1 He proclaimed that 

the Messiah would suffer a terrible, agonizing death as the sacrifice for our sins.2 

And he also foresaw that the Redeemer would be raised up from the dead to 

live forever.3 Isaiah also confirmed that the Savior would be the promised 

descendant of King David who would rule a world-wide kingdom.4 

 

 At Christmas we celebrate the birth of the Messiah, the Servant of the 

God, the Lord Jesus Christ. And one of Isaiah’s prophecies that is most often 

read this time of year is the prophecy of Isaiah 9: 6, 7. Unfortunately, the 

prophecy has been misunderstood and mistranslated to teach that the Messiah, 

the Redeemer, Jesus Christ is God who became man.  

 

But God never revealed to any Old Testament prophet that He would 

become a man. In fact in the New Testament, in his High Priestly prayer in John 

17, Jesus told us that his Father alone is the only true God.5 And after his 

resurrection Jesus told Mary Magdalene that he would soon ascend to his father 

who is also his God.6 Jesus Christ is not God; he has a God, our God, Yahweh, 
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the Almighty, the one true God. So let’s read Isaiah’s prophecy to understand it 

more accurately so that our hearts are filled with joy. 

 

For unto us a Child is born, 

Unto us a Son is given; 

And the government will be upon His shoulder. 

And His name will be called 

Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God, 

Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
 

7 Of the increase of His government and peace 

There will be no end, 

Upon the throne of David and over His kingdom, 

To order it and establish it with judgment and justice 

From that time forward, even forever. 

The zeal of the LORD of hosts will perform this. 

(Isaiah 9:6, 7) 

 

 The opening verses of this chapter tell us that a time is coming when those 

who are oppressed will be relieved. That people who walk in spiritual darkness 

will receive a great light. We are told that multitudes of people will be filled with 

joy. And that the implements of war will be burned brining in permanent peace. 

How will this come to pass and who will bring it to pass is revealed to us in this 

prophecy. It will be the promised descendant of King David.  

 

 In the Hebrew manuscripts the first two lines of verse 6 are in the past 

tense. In fact the Revised English Version of the Bible translates it this way: “For 

unto us a child has been born, a son is given to us. Now, I’ve spoken about this 

before, this is called the prophetic perfect where a future event is spoken of in 

the past tense to show the certainty of the event coming to pass. Following the 

first two lines of verse 6, we have titles for the son and descriptions to show the 

work that this son will do. Let’s read verse 6 again.  

 

For unto us a Child is born, 

Unto us a Son is given; 

And the government will be upon His shoulder. 

And His name will be called 

Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God, 

Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
 

 When we read that the government will be upon Christ’s shoulder we are 

to imagine a royal sash or emblem on his shoulder declaring Christ’s authority to 

rule. Upon his return Jesus will rule the world. In Psalm 2:8 God prophetically 

speaks to His Son and says, “Ask of Me, and I will give You The nations for Your 



inheritance, And the ends of the earth for Your possession.” In Revelation 19:6 

Jesus Christ is called the “King of kings and Lord of lords.” Jesus will literally rule 

the world from his capital city of New Jerusalem.  

 

Now the prophecy gives us several magnificent titles for Jesus Christ. The 

terms “Wonderful, Counselor” should be read together as one title. Jesus will be 

a king who will carry out a royal program that will cause all the world to marvel. 

You know, we just finished a presidential election and our country is filled with 

both hopes and fears. But Ecclesiastes 1:9 says that “there is nothing new under 

the sun.” The administrations of sinful humanity can never bring about the kind of 

world where righteousness and justice prevail. But when Jesus rules as King of 

kings, there will be justice and blessings in abundance.  

 

Next Jesus is called “Mighty God” and some Christians use this verse to 

prove that Jesus is God. But this is a very bad translation from the Hebrew. The 

Hebrew word is el-gibbor. And according to the best Hebrew Lexicon7  it should 

be translated as “Mighty Man” or “Mighty Hero,” In fact it is translated as 

“mighty one” in Ezekiel 31:11. Even the New Catholic Study Bible admits this and 

translates  el-gibbor as “Mighty Hero.”8 Jesus is not God, but he will govern and 

care for God’s people with great power and might.  

 

Then we have the title “Everlasting Father.” And it is taught that Jesus is 

God, because he is called the “Everlasting Father.” But Jesus is never called  the 

Father or Everlasting Father anywhere in the Bible. And if Jesus is the Father, then 

how can he also be the Son? It is an interesting point that those who seriously 

teach the doctrine of the Trinity will tell you that the Father cannot be the Son 

and the Son cannot be the Father. They are indeed separate beings who 

together with the Spirit make up one God. 

 

This is simply illogical. The most accurate translation from the Hebrew for 

the word “Everlasting” is “Age.” And so Jesus Christ is not God, the Everlasting 

Father, rather he is the “Father of the Age to come.” The Messiah will be the one 

to establish God’s kingdom in the age to come; he will raise the dead into it and 

transform our world into a paradise. The “New International Dictionary of New 

Testament Theology” makes it clear that Jesus is not the “Everlasting Father” but 

the “Father of the Age to come.”9 

 

And Jesus will receive the title “Prince of Peace.” Jesus will usher in an age 

of peace and well-being and prosperity unparalleled in human history. Not only 

will there be no more war, but there will be peace in our hearts. In John 14:27 
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Christ promised us peace saying “Peace I leave with you, My peace I give to 

you…Let not your heart be troubled.” Let’s read verse 7 again.  

 

Of the increase of His government and peace 

There will be no end, 

Upon the throne of David and over His kingdom, 

To order it and establish it with judgment and justice 

From that time forward, even forever. 

The zeal of the LORD of hosts will perform this. 

 

 Jesus will be the everlasting King promised to be a descendant of King 

David. And notice the powerful phrase “The zeal of the Lord of hosts will perform 

this.” It is God’s passionate power that will bring to pass the birth of Jesus Christ 

and the return of Christ to rule. Let’s read the account of Christ’s birth and the 

announcement of the angels.  

 

And it came to pass in those days that a decree  

went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world  

should be registered. 2 This census first took place  

while Quirinius was governing Syria. 3 So all went to  

be registered, everyone to his own city. 

 
4 Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the city  

of Nazareth, into Judea, to the city of David, which  

is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house  

and lineage of David, 5 to be registered with Mary,  

his betrothed wife, who was with child. 6 So it was,  

that while they were there, the days were completed  

for her to be delivered. 7 And she brought forth her  

firstborn Son, and wrapped Him in swaddling cloths,  

and laid Him in a manger, because there was no room 

for them in the inn. 

 
8 Now there were in the same country shepherds living  

out in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night.  
9 And behold, an angel of the Lord stood before them,  

and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they  

were greatly afraid. 10 Then the angel said to them,  

“Do not be afraid, for behold, I bring you good tidings  

of great joy which will be to all people. 11 For there is  

born to you this day in the city of David a Savior, who  

is Christ the Lord. 12 And this will be the sign to you:  

You will find a Babe wrapped in swaddling cloths,  

lying in a manger.” 



13 And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude  

of the heavenly host praising God and saying: 
14 “Glory to God in the highest, 

And on earth peace, goodwill toward men!” 

(Luke 2:1-14) 

 

 Can you imagine this wonderful event in your mind? The long awaited 

Prince of peace is born, probably in a stable for animals and he is laid in a 

feeding trough. And the angels announce “Peace, good will toward men.” This 

is peace and good will from God toward those who will trust in Jesus Christ for 

salvation. This is what Isaiah saw by revelation when he prophesied to us this 

great truth: 

 

For unto us a Child has been born, 

Unto us a Son is given; 

And the government will be upon His shoulder. 

And His name will be called 

Wonderful Counselor, Mighty Hero, 

Father of the Age to come, Prince of Peace. 

 
7 Of the increase of His government and peace 

There will be no end, 

Upon the throne of David and over His kingdom, 

To order it and establish it with judgment and justice 

From that time forward, even forever. 

The zeal of the LORD of hosts will perform this. 

 

 The zeal of Almighty God brought about the birth of His Son. And the zeal 

of almighty God will bring about Christ’s return and his everlasting kingdom. 

Amen! Merry Christmas! 

 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

  


