
Christmas with Job 

 

 

 

 We begin our Christmas series in the Old Testament book of Job. I know 

what you are thinking—“Chuck’s going to teach on Job at Christmas? What is 

he, nuts or something?” Well, I may be nuts, but there is a method to my 

madness.  

 

 The Christmas season is the time of year when we are supposed to be jolly 

and merry. There are bright lights and colorful decorations. Christmas is a time of 

love, laughter and the giving and receiving of gifts. But this is not true for many 

people.  

 

 There are many people who have all the outward signs of success, but 

who feel hollow and empty inside. There are people who are hurting 

emotionally or who are very sick physically. There are people who carry a heavy 

weight of quilt because of sin. The news is filled with political corruption and war 

and tragedies. Even in our own hearts at times there is sadness and sorrow.  

 

 And so people are asking, “Where are you Christmas? Where is the joy 

that Christmas is supposed to be all about? There has got to be more to the 

season than the glitter of colored lights and the droning commercials to buy, 

buy, buy.” Well, there is more, so much more. Therefore we begin to discover 

the joy for which every heart years and we will find it in the book of Job. 

 

 I’m sure that you know a little about the book of Job. His story is one of the 

most painful in history. Disaster upon disaster fell upon him. First his business was 

hit hard. Terrorists and natural disasters stole or destroyed his herds and flocks. 

Then his home and real estate holdings were destroyed. And then the most 

painful of all, all of Job’s children were killed in one day.  

 

 Can you imagine the deep agony and pain Job faced? And then to 

tighten the screws of affliction on Job, he was afflicted with sever boils. He 

endured painful, oozing sores all over his body for weeks. Job’s wife, in despair 

herself urged he husband to end the pain and just curse God and die. Job was 

filled with overwhelming sorrow and pain. Here are his own words.  

 

Is there not a time of hard service for man on earth? 

Are not his days also like the days of a hired man? 
2 Like a servant who earnestly desires the shade, 

And like a hired man who eagerly looks for his wages, 
3 So I have been allotted months of futility, 

And wearisome nights have been appointed to me. 



4 When I lie down, I say, ‘When shall I arise, 

And the night be ended?’ 

For I have had my fill of tossing till dawn. 
5 My flesh is caked with worms and dust, 

My skin is cracked and breaks out afresh. 
 

6 “My days are swifter than a weaver’s shuttle, 

And are spent without hope. 
7 Oh, remember that my life is a breath! 

My eye will never again see good. 

(Job 7:1-5) 

 

 During this time of suffering, Job had three friends who came to bring him 

comfort. But instead of comfort they brought Job more pain as they accused 

him of evil. They said to him, “look Job, no one suffers like this unless he is a great 

sinner.” There are those who have a theology like this today, but they are wrong.  

 

But Job’s deepest pain was that he felt that on his own he could not 

reach God! And even if he could talk to God, Job knew that he had no 

foundation to tell God to bring him relief. Job was indeed a sinner before a 

supremely holy God. In fact we all are sinners before a supremely holy God. But 

then suddenly, Job had a flash of God inspired hope. The light of faith broke into 

his dark despair. And Job cried out the words that we will now read. 

 

Oh, that my words were written! 

Oh, that they were inscribed in a book! 
24 That they were engraved on a rock 

With an iron pen and lead, forever! 

(Job 19:23, 24) 

 

 At the point of Job’s greatest despair faith and hope reach a summit. And 

Job says, “I am going to say something that is a solid truth riveted in my heart. 

And I wish that in some way my words of faith and hope could be recorded in a 

book or engraved in a rock forever so that others might read them and find 

hope too!” Job’s desire was granted and we have his words of hope in a book 

and here they are. 

 

 

For I know that my Redeemer lives, 

And He shall stand at last on the earth; 
26 And after my skin is destroyed, this I know, 

That in my flesh I shall see God, 
27 Whom I shall see for myself, 



And my eyes shall behold, and not another. 

How my heart yearns within me! 

(Job 19: 25-27) 

 

 These are beautiful and powerful words, but what do they mean? They 

mean that Job understood that the final answer of God to all of the sorrow and 

agony of life, his life and our lives is in the coming of a Redeemer. And that even 

death itself will be swallowed up in life by the coming of this Redeemer.  

 

 Job may lose his herds and houses and loved one and even his own 

painful life. But he has a more secure and blessed future awaiting him, because 

he has a Redeemer who will restore to him all that he lost and so much more! 

 

 In the midst of Job’s darkness a divinely inspired revelation was given to 

Job and he throws his faith forward in time and says, “I know, I know, a 

Redeemer is coming. At the last he will stand on the earth. So sure and certain is 

this promise of the coming Redeemer that I see him now by faith. And, even if I 

die before he comes he will redeem my life. He will restore all that I have lost. 

And in my flesh, alive again forever, I shall see God!” In other words Job said, 

“Merry Christmas! Let your faith be firm, no matter your pain, no matter the 

problem. A Redeemer is coming!” 

 

 Here is where truth matters. Job’s pain and depression were real and as 

heavy as concrete, but he overcame it by faith in the truth of God’s Word. I saw 

Sheila Walsh, a famous Christian singer on television the other night. Ms. Walsh 

suffered terribly at one time from depression. Her father who was also a Christian 

singer died when she was a little girl. Je too suffered from depression and it killed 

him.  

 

 Ms. Walsh never knew how her father died until recently when she learned 

he committed suicide by drowning. When she went back to her home town 

where her father died, she went to the river where he drowned himself. As she 

pondered the scene she realized Jesus said to her dad, “it is ok to end the pain. 

Come home to heaven” and so her Dad committed suicide.  

 

 Many Christians believe that when you die you immediately go to 

heaven. That is a lie and not what Scripture teaches. And believing that lie Ms. 

Walsh put forth another lie, that Jesus urged her father to commit suicide. On 

the other hand Job rose up out of the well of his depression by standing on the 

truth. Job declared “I know that my Redeemer lives and because he lives I will 

live too, forever. And even if I die, I will be resurrected to life and in my flesh I 

shall see God.” Job’s Redeemer would resurrect him, not urge him to commit 

suicide.  



But who is this Redeemer? The answer lies in the Hebrew word translated 

“Redeemer.” The word is goel and should be translated as “kinsman redeemer.” 

The goel was a relative who could redeem or buy back a relative sold into 

slavery,1 or family land that was sold under economic hardship.2 He could also 

redeem a family’s name and future by raising up children to a deceased 

relative.3 

 

 The Old Testament book of Ruth is the beautiful story of a goel, a kinsman 

redeemer. Ruth and her mother-in-law Naomi are both widowed and extremely 

poor in the land of Moab. So they travel to Naomi’s homeland of Bethlehem. In 

Bethlehem, since they are both very poor, Ruth begins to harvest crops that that 

are left in the fields after the harvest for the poor. But in Bethlehem Ruth finds a 

goel, a kinsman redeemer.  

 

 The fields she works belong to a man named Boaz who happens to be a 

relative through marriage. Boaz then acts as a kinsman redeemer. He buys back 

Naomi’s land and marries Ruth and heals her hurt, changes her dire 

circumstances and delivers her from ultimate poverty and grief. 

 

 Ruth and Boaz have a child named Obed. Obed was the father of Jesse. 

Jesse was the father of King David. And David was the ancestral father of the 

Redeemer Job saw by faith, the Lord Jesus Christ, who was born in Bethlehem! 

 

 Now, there are four requirements to be a kinsman redeemer. And Jesus 

Christ fulfills all four as the Redeemer for all mankind. First, the redeemer must be 

a kinsman, a relative of the one in need. And Jesus is one of us—a human being, 

as Hebrews tells us.  

 

Inasmuch then as the children have partaken of flesh  

and blood, He Himself likewise shared in the same,  

that through death He might destroy him who had the  

power of death, that is, the devil, 15 and release those  

who through fear of death were all their lifetime subject  

to bondage.  

 
16 For indeed He does not give aid to angels, but He does  

give aid to the seed of Abraham. 17 Therefore, in all things  

He had to be made like His brethren, that He might be a  

merciful and faithful High Priest in things pertaining to God,  

to make propitiation for the sins of the people. 18 For in that  

                                                           
1
 Leviticus 25:47-49 

2
 Leviticus 25:23-28 

3
 Deuteronomy 25:5-19 



He Himself has suffered, being tempted, He is able to aid  

those who are tempted. 

(Hebrews 2:14-18) [my emphasis in bold] 

 

 Jesus is a human being, a part of the family of mankind. And he was 

made like us in every way and tempted like us in every way, but he never gave 

in to the power of sin. Therefore we can go to him for help.  

 

Seeing then that we have a great High Priest who  

has passed through the heavens, Jesus the Son of  

God, let us hold fast our confession. 15 For we do not  

have a High Priest who cannot sympathize with our  

weaknesses, but was in all points tempted as we are,  

yet without sin. 16 Let us therefore come boldly to the  

throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy and find  

grace to help in time of need. 

(Hebrews 4:14-16) 

 

 Jesus came into existence just like the first man Adam. Adam came into 

existence by a direct creative act of God. Jesus came into existence by a direct 

creative act of God in Mary’s womb. But where Adam sinned and brought ruin 

to us all, Christ loved and obeyed God and sacrificed his life for our sins to 

redeem us from the power and penalty of sin. He is now able to help us in every 

way.  

 

 Secondly, the kinsman redeemer must be able to redeem that which was 

lost or sold into slavery.4 He must have the resources and power to redeem. And 

Jesus does.  

 

knowing that you were not redeemed with corruptible  

things, like silver or gold, from your aimless conduct  

received by tradition from your fathers, 19 but with the  

precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish  

and without spot. 20 He indeed was foreordained before  

the foundation of the world, but was manifest in these  

last times for you 21 who through Him believe in God,  

who raised Him from the dead and gave Him glory,  

so that your faith and hope are in God. 

(1 Peter 1:18-21) 

 

 Thirdly, the kinsman redeemer must be willing to do the work of 

redemption.5 And indeed Jesus was. Here are his own words. 
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For even the Son of Man did not come to be served,  

but to serve, and to give His life a ransom for many. 

(Mark 10:45) 

 

Therefore My Father loves Me, because I lay down My  

life that I may take it again. 18 No one takes it from Me,  

but I lay it down of Myself. I have power to lay it down,  

and I have power to take it again. This command I have  

received from My Father. 

(John 10:17, 18) 

 

 Fourthly, the redemption was complete when the full price was paid to 

buy back that which was lost. And Jesus Christ paid the full price.  

 

For He [God] made Him [Jesus] who knew no sin to be  

sin for us, that we might become the righteousness of  

God in Him. 

(2 Corinthians 5:21)  

 

Behind all of this is the love of God for a lost world. We are told in John 3:16, “For 

God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever 

believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.” 

 

 This is what brings joy to Christmas! This is what brings joy to every day of 

the year! This was the hope that Job saw by faith thousands of years ago! Ever 

since Genesis 3, God’s people have known and believed in a goel, a kinsman 

redeemer. The birth we celebrate at Christmas is the birth of the Lord Jesus 

Christ—our Kinsman Redeemer, the one mediator between God and man.6 And 

he is the only answer to all of the problems we suffer.  

 

 The Lord Jesus Christ says to each and every one of us this day. “Come to 

me and I will give you rest.7 Come to me and I will never cast you out.8 Come to 
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me and I will heal your deepest pain.9 Come to me and I will answer your 

prayers.10 Come to me and I will grant you everlasting life.11 

 

 Job cried out, “I know that my Redeemer lives.” By faith, he claimed this 

kinsman redeemer as his Savior before the Savior had even been born. But he 

took God at His Word. He believed in the hope of the savior’s birth. Job 

experienced the joyous hope of Christmas long before Jesus was born in a lowly 

stable. How much more should you and I place our faith and hope in Jesus 

Christ? 

 

 In John 10:10 Jesus said, “The thief comes only to steal and kill and 

destroy.” Job experienced these pains. So have we. But then Jesus said, “I have 

come that they may have life, and that they may have it more abundantly.” 

This was the hope Job had.  

 

For I know that my Redeemer lives, 

And He shall stand at last on the earth; 
26 And after my skin is destroyed, this I know, 

That in my flesh I shall see God, 
27 Whom I shall see for myself, 

And my eyes shall behold, and not another. 

How my heart yearns within me! 

(Job 19:25-27) 

 

This is the message of Christmas. This is the joy of Christmas. This is what will 

bring you joy all year through. Let us say with Job, “I know that my Redeemer 

lives!” Say it! Amen! 
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