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Hated by the World 

 

 

 

 The verses at the beginning of John 15 tell us about some of the blessings 

of following Christ. There is intimacy and union with Christ, there is spiritual fruit 

and productive prayer. But there are painful aspects of following Christ too. 

 

 I know Christians who believe that we should never face difficulties or 

suffering or persecution if we belong to Jesus Christ and believe correctly. But 

they are wrong. Jesus never glossed over the cost of discipleship. As Christians 

we face not only the pressures common to all of life, we also face opposition 

from our adversary, Satan and from a world that is deceived and manipulated 

by him.  

 

The apostle Paul told us, “For to you it has been granted on behalf of 

Christ, not only to believe in Him, but also to suffer for His sake.” And in 2 Timothy 

3:12 we read, “Yes, and all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will suffer 

persecution.” Hang around long enough and make your Christian faith really 

visible and you’ll run into conflict. In our last study we saw the supernatural ability 

of believers to love one another. Now we will see the natural oability of the 

world to hate. 

 

If the world hates you, you know  

that it hated Me before it hated you. 

(John 15:18) 

 

 When Jesus said “If the world hates you” he used a particular form of the 

word “If” that assumes something is true. In other words, he said “If the world 

hates you—and it does, you know that it hated me before it hated you.” The 

“world” does not refer to our planet, but to the secular, godless, man-made 

religious world. The Bible tells us in 1 John 5:19 that the whole world lies under the 

sway or under the influence of the wicked one. So Jesus Christ has declared his 

love for us and he urges us to love one another. And we better, because the 

world hates us. 

 

If the world hates you, you know  

that it hated Me before it hated you.  



19 If you were of the world, the  

world would love its own. Yet  

because you are not of the world,  

but I chose you out of the world,  

therefore the world hates you. 

(John 15:18, 19) 

 

 There are several reasons why the world hates Christians. First, we are no 

longer identified with it. The world hates us, because the church and the world 

are (or should be) mutually exclusive. And the world hates the fact that we do 

not conform to its values and ideals. In fact Scripture tells us explicitly not to be 

conformed to the world. In Romans 12 we read,  

 

I beseech you therefore, brethren,  

by the mercies of God, that you  

present your bodies a living sacrifice,  

holy, acceptable to God, which is  

your reasonable service. 2 And do  

not be conformed to this world,  

but be transformed by the renewing  

of your mind, that you may prove  

what is that good and acceptable  

and perfect will of God. 

(Romans 12:1, 2) 

 

 All of us have a mindset, a worldview about life that colors and shapes 

how we think, feel and behave. We have been influenced by what we have 

been taught and experienced. As believers we are not to be shaped by the 

world, rather we are to allow the Word of God to train us to think and live in 

righteousness. The world hates us, because we are not of the world. We are not 

the home team.  

 

Remember the word that I said to you,  

‘A servant is not greater than his master.’  

If they persecuted Me, they will also  

persecute you. If they kept My word,  

they will keep yours also. 

(John 15:20) 

 

 Secondly, the world hates us, because it hates Jesus Christ. And the world 

hates Christ for the same reason King Herod hated Jesus Christ and tried to kill 

him when he was a baby. We don’t want another king to sit on our throne. We 

all want to be the king of our own lives. And the world hates Christ, because of 

his word. He spoke of sin and punishment of salvation and life. He spoke of godly 



morals and values. And the world has its own values. He was an affront to man-

made religious traditions. The world doesn’t believe in a Savior from sin, because 

they don’t believe in sin unless it is the sin of offending some cultural norm of 

which they are in favor.  

 

If our lives truly reflect the character of Christ one of two things will 

happen. The people around us will welcome the light and the truth and the love 

of God we make known or they will reject us. In 2 Corinthians 2:14, 15 the apostle 

Paul wrote that to some people we will be the sweet aroma of Christ and life. 

But to others we will stink like death.  

 

Now, let me also point out that sometimes Christians assume they are 

being persecuted for following Christ. But in reality they are just being obnoxious, 

offensive, argumentative religious idiots. As James 1:19 states we need to be 

quick to hear, slow to speak and slow to be angry. There is a difference 

between being bold for Christ and the truth and just being belligerent. Let’s 

read what the apostle Paul wrote about our behavior and our words towards 

those who are not Christians. 

 

Walk in wisdom toward those who  

are outside, redeeming the time.  
6 Let your speech always be with  

grace, seasoned with salt, that you  

may know how you ought to answer  

each one. 

(Colossians 4:5, 6) 

 

 All that we do and say out in the world should be thoughtful of others, 

kind, gentle, truthful and loving. Our words and our actions should be like salt 

seasoning the Christian message so people get hungry for it. Another reason the 

world hates us and Christ is because it does not know God.  

 

But all these things they will do  

to you for My name’s sake,  

because they do not know Him  

who sent Me. 

(John 15:21) 

 

 The world will persecute Christians, because they do not know God. It 

does not understand Him. It thinks of Him in the wrong ways as an arbitrary ruler 

and judge—if it thinks of Him at all. The world does not understand God’s truth, 

compassion, forgiveness, love and grace. Instead of being angry with 

unbelievers we need to pray that God would open their hearts to His Word.  

 



 So many people have never read the Bible or had the gospel explained 

to them. And unbelievers sin, because it is their job description! So instead of 

chastising them or turning away from them we need to show them an 

alternative way of thinking and living. At times our lives are the first gospel 

someone reads.  

 

If I had not come and spoken  

to them, they would have no sin,  

but now they have no excuse for  

their sin. 23 He who hates Me hates  

My Father also. 

(John 15:22, 23) 

 

 Having spoken of the world’s ignorance, our Lord now speaks of its 

rejection of the truth. Now, Jesus isn’t saying that men and women would have 

been innocent and free from sin if he had not spoken the truth. The world was 

already sinful before Christ was born and still is today. But with the ministry of 

Jesus Christ we know more about what God is like, or we should. And still there 

are people as Romans 1 tells us who reject the truth about God and suppress it. 

These people profess themselves to be wise. Yet as Psalm 14:1 declares, “The 

fool has said in his heart, ‘There is no God.’” So the world rejects not only God 

and Christ, but also Christ’s works. 

 

If I had not done among them the  

works which no one else did,  

they would have no sin; but now  

they have seen and also hated  

both Me and My Father. 

(John 15:24) 

 

 Jesus worked miracles. He healed the sick, fed thousands of people, cast 

out demons and raised the dead. Yet many people refused to believe. In fact in 

Matthew 12:24 the Jewish religious leaders attributed all that Jesus did to the 

Devil.  And the one work that so many people reject to this very day was Christ’s 

sacrificial death on the cross. Jesus died because of our sins and this is offensive 

and repugnant to many, because they do not believe they are sinners in any 

way. According to 2 Corinthians 4:4 the god of this age, Satan, has blinded the 

minds of men and women so they cannot understand the gospel.  

 

But this happened that the word  

might be fulfilled which is written  

in their law, ‘They hated Me without  

a cause.’ 

(John 15:25) 



 

 Jesus quoted from Psalm 69:4 when he said the world hated him without a 

cause. And what he meant was that there was no cause in him. He had done 

nothing wrong. But there is a reason for the hate and rejection of Christ and it is 

revealed in John 3.  

 

For God so loved the world  

that He gave His only begotten Son,  

that whoever believes in Him should  

not perish but have everlasting life.  
17 For God did not send His Son into  

the world to condemn the world,  

but that the world through Him might  

be saved. 

 
18 “He who believes in Him is not  

condemned; but he who does not  

believe is condemned already,  

because he has not believed in the  

name of the only begotten Son of God.  
19 And this is the condemnation, that  

the light has come into the world,  

and men loved darkness rather than  

light, because their deeds were evil. 

(John 3:16-19) 

 

 The bottom line is that everyone worships something. And we worship 

what we love. Christ’s words could make us run scared. What can we do in such 

a hostile environment? We can rely on the Spirit of God within us.  

 

But when the Helper comes,  

[which] I shall send to you from  

the Father, the Spirit of truth [that]  

proceeds from the Father, [it] will  

testify of Me. 27 And you also will  

bear witness, because you have  

been with Me from the beginning. 

(John 15:26, 27) 

 

 Surrounded by the world’s hatred and rejection of the truth, God’s Spirit 

brings us comfort and strength and power to be effective witness for Jesus 

Christ, specifically the apostles. But the Spirit of God will give us courage to live 

for Christ too. And the Spirit will remind us of the word of Christ and produce the 

character of Christ in us. 



 

 If we are willing we can be the salt of the earth and the light of the world. 

We can bring hope to a hopeless world. Our Lord now closes this section with his 

reason for why he said all this about being hated. 

 

These things I have spoken to you,  

that you should not be made to stumble. 

(John 16:1) 

 

 Jesus does not want his early disciples or us today to be surprised by the 

world’s animosity. If we run into mistreatment, if our witness is rejected, if we are 

persecuted or treated with disrespect, don’t be surprised. And don’t let it make 

you lose faith. Peter took this to heart and in his first letter he wrote, “Beloved, do 

not think it strange concerning the fiery trial which is to try you, as though some 

strange thing happened to you.”1 

 

These things I have spoken to you,  

that you should not be made to stumble.  
2 They will put you out of the synagogues;  

yes, the time is coming that whoever kills  

you will think that he offers God service.  
3 And these things they will do to you  

because they have not known the Father  

nor Me.  

(John 16:1-3) 

 

 These verses had a fulfilling in the early days of the church when Jews 

persecuted those in the synagogues who turned to faith in Jesus Christ. However 

this is still relevant today. In many parts of the world Christians are being 

persecuted by zealous Muslims, Hindus and Buddhists. And the reason why these 

religious people hate Christians is because they think they are serving God. But 

in reality they do not know the one true God. Our Lord concludes this teaching 

in verse 4. 

 

But these things I have told you,  

that when the time comes, you  

may remember that I told you of  

them. And these things I did not  

say to you at the beginning,  

because I was with you. 

(John 16:4) 

 

                                                           
1
 1 Peter 4:12 



 What Jesus says in this verse makes it clear that future persecution is 

certain not just a possibility. In fact in the better Greek manuscripts the phrase 

“when the time comes” should read “when their time comes.” And I believe 

their time refers specifically to the coming great tribulation of the future 

Antichrist. John tells us in his first letter that even now many antichrists have gone 

out into the world.2 So we need to be prepared. 

 

But let’s also remember one more thing. All of us came out of this world.3 

We all once walked according to the course of this world manipulated by 

Satan, until we were called out. And God is calling others out too. God loves the 

world. And according to 1 Timothy 2:4 God desires for all people to be saved 

and to come to a knowledge of the truth. So as Peter wrote,  

 

But sanctify the Lord…in your hearts,  

and always be ready to give a defense  

to everyone who asks you a reason for  

the hope that is in you, with meekness  

and fear;  

(1 Peter 3:15) 
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