
Chapter Five 

 

What the Cross Means to the Church 

 

 

 

 The message of the cross is the core, the heart of the Christian good news. 

There are many other very important truths like the love of God, the coming 

kingdom of God and the power of God in our lives through the gift of the holy 

Spirit. But all of these blessings flow from the death and resurrection of the Lord 

Jesus Christ. Therefore it is necessary and of prime importance that we 

understand the meaning of the cross of Christ. 

 

 Our focus now is on what the cross means to the church. What are the 

implications of the cross of Christ for us? How does and how should the death of 

Christ on the cross affect how we think and behave; what we believe and hope 

for? The curtain rises on the answer in Galatians chapter 1, so let’s begin.  

 

  Paul, an apostle (not from men nor through man, but  

  through Jesus Christ and God the Father who raised Him  

  from the dead), 2 and all the brethren who are with me, 

 

  To the churches of Galatia:  

 

  3 Grace to you and peace from God the Father and our  

  Lord Jesus Christ, 4 who gave Himself for our sins, that He  

  might deliver us from this present evil age, according to  

  the will of our God and Father, 5 to whom be glory forever  

  and ever. Amen. 

  (Galatians 1:1-5) 

 

 The first thing that the cross means to us is that Jesus Christ gave himself for 

our sins. Verse 4 declares that Jesus Christ “gave Himself for our sins.” Over and 

over again the Bible says that we are all sinners and the penalty for sin is death. I 

have not always obeyed God or loved Him with my whole heart. Therefore 

God’s moral law demands my death. Sometimes we get so nonchalant with this 

truth. But sin’s penalty is extermination, it means annihilation. And so if I were to 

pay this penalty in full it would be the end of me. I would perish forever.1 But 

through His tender mercy God provided a substitute for me; Christ died in my 

place.  

 

                                                           
1
 Psalm 37:20; John 3:16; Romans 2:12; 6:22, 23; 8:13; Philippians 3:19; 2 Thessalonians 1:9; Revelation 20:15  



 Jesus Christ died for me and for you. And we are forever free of sin’s guilt 

and burden. The Bible teaches us that Christ became sin for us so that we could 

become the righteousness of God in him.2 1 Peter 3:18 reveals that Christ 

“suffered once for sins, the just for the unjust, that He might bring us to God.” 

Therefore since we now have a righteous standing before God we should live a 

righteous life. Our old sinful way of living should end. Here is how the apostle Paul 

illustrates this truth.  

 

  For I through the law died to the law that I might live to  

  God. 20 I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer  

  I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now  

  live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved  

  me and gave Himself for me. 

  (Galatians 2:19. 20) 

 

 Being united to Christ by faith I can say that I died to the law. I paid the 

penalty for sin. But how did this happen? The Word of God says that “I have 

been crucified with Christ (v. 20).”3 This is one of the most powerful, life changing 

truths in the Bible. The word “I” in “I have been crucified” is the Greek word 

“ego.” So let’s think about this verse in relation to how we understand the word 

“ego” today. 

 

 By God’s grace and through faith I am united to Christ. When Christ was 

crucified my old, sinful, selfish ego was crucified with him. Spiritually speaking, 

that old ego no longer lives. Christ lives in me! And the life I now live, I live by 

deliberate, conscious faith in the Son of God who loved me and gave himself 

for me. We are now free from the penalty of sin. We are forgiven and have a 

new lease on life. Christ lives in us and he can now live through us. In the book of 

Romans we are told,  

 

  What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin that  

  grace may abound? 2 Certainly not! How shall we who  

  died to sin live any longer in it? 3 Or do you not know  

  that as many of us as were baptized into Christ Jesus  

  were baptized into His death? 4 Therefore we were  

  buried with Him through baptism into death, that just as  

  Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father,  

  even so we also should walk in newness of life.  

                                                           
2
 2 Corinthians 5:21 

3
 By God’s grace, through faith, we are united to Christ in every aspect of his redeeming work. We were crucified 

with Christ – Galatians 2:20; we died with Christ – Romans 6:3, we were buried with Christ – Romans 6:4, we have 
been made alive with Christ – Ephesians 2:5, we are seated with Christ at the right hand of God – Ephesians 2:6, 
when Christ returns we shall appear with him in glory – Colossians 3:4, and we shall rule with him – 2 Timothy 
2:12, Revelation 5:10 



  (Romans 6:1-4) 

 

 Being united to Christ in his death our old ego was crucified with him and 

died. Now being united to Christ in his resurrection, his life is in me and in you. 

There is a new quality of character to our lives that enables us to live holy, good 

and fruitful lives. The Bible says  

 

  Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old  

  things have passed away; behold, all things have become  

  new. 

  (2 Corinthians 5:17) 

 

 The cross of Christ means that Christ died for your sins and you were 

crucified with him. There is now a new you with Christ in you. Secondly, what the 

cross means to us is that our lives should be marked by voluntary, joyful 

obedience to God.  

 

  Grace to you and peace from God the Father and our  

  Lord Jesus Christ, 4 who gave Himself for our sins, 

  (Galatians 1:3-4a) 

 

 Verse 4 says that Jesus Christ gave himself for our sins. The death of Christ 

on the cross was voluntary. Jesus said, “I lay down My life for the sheep.”4 On the 

other hand this voluntary death was, in verse 4, “according to the will of our 

God and Father.” God ordained the death of Jesus Christ. He revealed it in the 

Old Testament prophecies.  

 

 Yet Jesus had to embrace this purpose as his own. And he did. Jesus Christ 

determined not to do his own will, but the will of his Father. In the same way we 

must learn to embrace the will of God as our own will. The safest place for us to 

be is in the will of God. Our Lord obeyed the will of God even though it took him 

to his death on the cross. But because of his obedience God raised him up from 

the dead and highly exalted him.5 

 

 You know as well as I do that sometimes life can be hard. Sometimes 

doing the will of God can be hard. But when we humble ourselves under the 

mighty hand of God He will exalt us in due time.6 Jesus humbled himself and was 

obedient to the point of death and because of this example we are 

commanded to be obedient. 

 

                                                           
4
 John 10:15 

5
 Philippians 2:8-10 

6
 1 Peter 5:6 



  Therefore, my beloved, as you have always obeyed,  

  not as in my presence only, but now much more in my  

  absence, work out your own salvation with fear and  

  trembling; 13 for it is God who works in you both to will  

  and to do for His good pleasure. 

  (Philippians 2:12, 13) 

 

 To “work out your own salvation” is to actively pursue a life of obedience. 

If we desire for God to work in us, if we desire His blessing, then as Christ did on 

the cross, we must obey God. The cross of Christ teaches us that our obedience 

to God should flow from our love to Him and our faith and hope in His Word. In 

the words of Psalm 119:35 our prayer should be, “Make me walk in the path of 

Your commandments, For I delight in it.” Thirdly, the cross means that we are 

rescued from this present evil age.  

 

  Grace to you and peace from God the Father and our  

  Lord Jesus Christ, 4 who gave Himself for our sins, that He  

  might deliver us from this present evil age, according to  

  the will of our God and Father, 

  (Galatians 1:3, 4) 

 

 Jesus Christ’s death on the cross was a rescue operation. We were 

tragically enslaved to this present evil age. Ephesians 2: 2, reveals that once we 

all 

 

  walked according to the course of this world, according  

  to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit who now  

  works in the sons of disobedience, 

 

Our values and ideals were the values and ideals of a fallen, sinful world 

manipulated by Satan. We feared what the world feared. We loved what the 

world loved. But we no longer need to be controlled by the contemporary mind 

set. Romans 12: 2 informs us that we do not need to “be conformed to this 

world.” We do not need to be squeezed into its mold.  We no longer need to 

think and behave as everyone else does. Our lives, our hopes and dreams do 

not need to mirror the world around us. We can be transformed by the renewing 

of our minds to live lives that please God and bless us.  

 

 And not only are we free from the grip of the values and ideals of this 

present evil age, we are delivered from its doomed destiny.  

 

  Do not love the world or the things in the world.  

  If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is  

  not in him. 16 For all that is in the world—the lust of  



  the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life— 

  is not of the Father but is of the world. 17 And the  

  world is passing away, and the lust of it; but he who  

  does the will of God abides forever. 

  (1 John 2:15-17) 

 

 Everything that is in this world that is not blessed by God is temporary. The 

things that will abide forever are the will of God, the promises of God, the 

people of God and the works that we do based on faith, love and hope. 

Everything else is passing away and will be no more—everything! 

 

 What the cross means to the church, what it means for us is that this world 

has been crucified to us and we to the world.7 We are no longer and should be 

no longer lured by its false promises. Fourthly, what the cross means to the 

church is that we receive grace and peace. 

 

  Grace to you and peace from God the Father and  

  our Lord Jesus Christ 

  (Galatians 1:3) 

 

 Grace is free, unmerited and unlimited loving-kindness and goodness 

upon our lives. Grace is divine goodness flowing to us wave after wave. We are 

saved by grace. It was God’s great love for us that planned salvation. But this is 

not talking about the grace that saves, but the grace that keeps. It is grace that 

protects us, grace that provides for us and grace that preserves us. This is 

present grace for all of today’s needs and demands.  

 

 No matter what today holds we can be sure of loving-kindness from God 

and the Lord Jesus Christ. We can receive divine wisdom and strength. We can 

cast all our care upon God for he cares for us. We can do all things through 

Christ who strengthens us.8 This is future grace providing all that we need until 

Christ’s return. 

 

 And this peace is not peace with God. We have that.9 This is the peace of 

God;10 the deep inner tranquility that comes from knowing that in al things God 

is at work for good to those who love God, to those who are the called 

according to His purpose.11 This is the peace that comes from knowing that 

nothing will ever separate you from the love of God which is in Christ Jesus.12 

                                                           
7
 Galatians 6:14 

8
 James 1:5; 1 Peter 5:7; Philippians 4:13 

9
 Romans 5:1 

10
 Philippians 4:6-9 

11
 Romans 8:28 

12
 Romans 8:38, 39 



 

 What does the cross mean to the church? It means that we are free from 

sin’s penalty. We are free to joyfully obey God. We are no longer enslaved to 

this present evil age. God’s grace and peace will pursue us all the days of our 

lives. And there is one more great truth. What the cross means to the church is 

that God will be glorified forever. 

 

  Grace to you and peace from God the Father and our  

  Lord Jesus Christ, 4 who gave Himself for our sins, that He  

  might deliver us from this present evil age, according to  

  the will of our God and Father, 5 to whom be glory forever  

  and ever. Amen. 

  (Galatians 1:3-5) 

 

 Grace comes from God and thus glory is due to God. Romans 11:36 

proclaims “For of Him and through Him and to Him are all things, to whom be 

glory forever. Amen. Let us praise God and thank Him for our salvation. 

 

 Here in three verses in Galatians, actually in one sentence, is the answer 

to what the cross means to the church. In eternity past, the love of God planned 

the sacrifice of Christ for our salvation. Jesus voluntarily obeyed and died on the 

cross that we could joyfully obey God in all things. The result of the cross is that 

we are rescued from this present evil age and destined for everlasting life. 

Grace upon grace will now fill our lives. And God receives the glory He deserves 

forever and ever. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


