
Hebrews 1:1-4 

 

God’s Final Word 

 

 

 

 A new year is upon us; a new year for hopes and dreams. And yet we 

bring into this year many of the fears and concerns of last year. In the same 

way, out in the world there are troubles and tensions. And for many people 

there is a sense of futility.  

 

 As Christians we know the answer to our deepest needs, it is the good 

news of Jesus Christ. But there is a problem. How do we convince other people 

that Jesus Christ is the answer to life’s deepest concerns? To be honest, how do 

we convince ourselves? I think one of the reasons why it is difficult for many 

people to believe in the good news is that too many Christians don’t act like 

they believe it themselves! 

 

 So how do you motivate Christians to think, feel and behave according to 

what they believe? This is the theme of the book of Hebrews; how to encourage 

Christians to live out their faith. But there is a twist. The believers who originally 

read this letter were not just drifting along with the world. Their world was falling 

apart. They were Jewish Christians most likely living in Rome. The Gentiles didn’t 

like them. Neither did their former Jewish families and friends. Many of these 

Christians had lost jobs, property and had gone to prison, including the author of 

the letter.1 And Emperor Nero would soon begin his persecution of Christians.  

 

 As a result some of these Christians were ready to give up their faith in 

Jesus Christ. How do you convince Christians to be faithful when their world is 

falling apart? You point them to Jesus Christ. When you answer the question, 

“Who is Jesus Christ and why is he important?” you have answered the most 

important question in the world. And when you are convinced of the answer it 

will change your life forever. So let’s begin our study of Hebrews. And it is my 

prayer that this book will help us to live life with the energy of our convictions. 

 

God, who at various times and in various ways spoke  

in time past to the fathers by the prophets, 2 has in  

these last days spoken to us by His Son,  

(Hebrews 1:1, 2a) 

 

The most tremendous truth revealed here is that God speaks to us! Let me 

ask you a question. Have you ever said in a moment of discouragement or fear 
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or trouble, “Oh God, if you would only speak to me, if you would only talk to me 

and not be silent, I would believe, I would take a stand.” 

 

The first two verses of Hebrews declare that God has spoken and does talk 

to us—all of us. And He speaks t us in two major ways. First God has spoken to us 

by the prophets in the Old Testament. When you read the powerful beginning of 

Genesis “In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth”2 God is 

speaking to you. When you read the law that says, “ I am Yahweh your 

God…you shall have no other gods before me” God is speaking. When you 

hear the sweet sounds of the Psalms “The LORD is my shepherd, I shall not want”3 

you are hearing the word of God! 

 

When God spoke through the prophet Jeremiah and said,  

 

For I know the thoughts that I think toward you,  

says the Lord, thoughts of peace and not of evil,  

to give you a future and a hope. 

(Jeremiah 29:11) 

 

He was making Himself known. When God speaks it is not to silence our minds 

but to liberate them. Psalm 107 20 says that God sent His word to heal us and to 

save us from destruction. All of the Old Testament is the Word of God. But it was 

not a full expression. God has spoken by the prophets, but secondly, God has 

spoken most openly and fully by His Son, Jesus Christ. Let’s read these first two 

verses again. 

 

God, who at various times and in various ways spoke  

in time past to the fathers by the prophets, 2 has in  

these last days spoken to us by His Son, 

(Hebrews 1:1, 2a) 

 

 Do you want to know God’s heart? Learn from Jesus Christ. Do you want 

to know how to live for God? Learn from Jesus Christ. Do you want to know how 

to trust God even in the most difficult of times? Learn from Jesus Christ. The New 

Testament, the four gospels and the New Testament letters, is where God speaks 

to us through Jesus Christ.4 

 

 When we read Jesus saying, “I am the way, the truth and the life. No one 

comes to the Father except through Me”5 this is God’s Word to us. When we 
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read in Ephesians “For you were once darkness, but now you are light in the 

Lord. Walk as children of light” God is speaking to us through Jesus Christ. We are 

living in the “last days.” Every day brings us closer to the climax of history with the 

return of Jesus Christ. And at Christ’s return everyone will either be fully saved or 

finally judged.6 Jesus Christ is God’s final Word to the world, to all of us and there 

are several reasons why. 

 

God, who at various times and in various ways spoke  

in time past to the fathers by the prophets, 2 has in  

these last days spoken to us by His Son, whom He has  

appointed heir of all things,  

(Hebrews 1:1, 2b) 

 

 God has made Jesus Christ the heir of all things. When God created the 

first man and woman, Adam and Eve, He gave them dominion, authority and 

rulership over this world.7 But that dominion was lost because of sin. Through 

obedience to God, Jesus Christ won that dominion back. Everything that exists 

or will exist will ultimately belong to Jesus Christ. Everything in God’s creation 

from the smallest flower to the most far flung galaxy belongs to Christ. If you 

want to know where the world is heading it is moving toward Jesus Christ’s rule 

over all of creation.8 Here is the terminating point of world history as we know it 

and the beginning of the ages to come.  

 

God, who at various times and in various ways spoke  

in time past to the fathers by the prophets, 2 has in  

these last days spoken to us by His Son, whom He has  

appointed heir of all things, through whom also He  

made the worlds; 

(Hebrews 1:1, 2) 

 

 This last phrase of verse two has been poorly translated to prop up the 

false doctrine of the Trinity. Jesus Christ is not the Creator, His Father, God is.  The 

word “through” should be translated “for whom,” “on account of” or “for the 

sake of.”9 And the word “world” should be translated as “ages” as in the ages to 

come.10 
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 God has appointed Jesus to be the heir of all things. This shows us that 

God and Jesus are not co-equal.11 An heir is one who receives an estate or title 

or wealth from someone who had it before. And God has made all of the ages 

to come for Christ. Now, here is the third reason why Jesus Christ is God’s final 

Word to us.  

 

who being the brightness of His glory and the express  

image of His person 

Hebrews 1:3a) 

 

 Jesus Christ is the very image of His Father, God. If you want to see and 

understand the full love, mercy, kindness and righteousness of God look at Jesus 

Christ. Adam was made in the image of God.12 In all that he said and did God 

was to be revealed. But Adam sinned and fell and all of humanity has been 

tainted by sin.  

 

 Like Adam, Jesus Christ came into existence by a direct creative act of 

God. Unlike Adam, because Jesus loved God and obeyed God we know what 

the God of the universe is like. We know how God really thinks, how He really 

loves and how He relates to people. God has spoken to us in His Son. Through 

Christ we know what God requires of us and desires for us. God has spoken to us 

in His Son. And just as God spoke and all of creation came into being, so the Son 

of God speaks and all of creation is sustained. 

 

who being the brightness of His glory and the express  

image of His person, and upholding all things by the  

word of His power, 

(Hebrews 1:3b) 

 

 We have a marvelous truth here, but it has been obscured by the 

translation. The Greek word translated “upholding” has no English equivalent. 

But it conveys the idea of moving something forward. So what the author of 

Hebrews is really saying is that Jesus Christ is bringing all of creation forward 

towards the fulfillment of God’s plan of salvation. Jesus Christ is the linchpin of 

history. He makes God’s plan and our hopes come true.  

 

who being the brightness of His glory and the express  

image of His person, and upholding all things by the  

word of His power, when He had by Himself purged  

our sins, sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on  

high, 4 having become so much better than the angels,  
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as He has by inheritance obtained a more excellent  

name than they. 

(Hebrews 1:3, 4) 

 

 Sin is a reality. It is a power in our world. Sin is the reason why we hate and 

fear and cry and hurt. It is why we are selfish and sick and why we die. All sin 

flows from a lack of trust in the goodness of God. And we have all sinned. But 

Jesus Christ, by his sacrifice on the cross purged us and cleansed us from all of 

our sins. And he sat down at the right hand of God, enthroned in power, having 

full fellowship with God. He is also exalted above the angels. But there is more! 

 

 Jesus Christ is God’s final Word to us all. And if we receive Jesus Christ as 

our Lord and Savior we can and we will share in the glory of Christ. Jesus is the 

heir of all things. And Romans 8:16, 17 declares that we too are heirs of God and 

joint heirs with Christ. The ages to come are made for Jesus Christ. And Ephesians 

2:7 tells us that in the ages to come God will show us the exceeding riches of His 

kindness to us in Christ.  

 

Jesus Christ is the brightness of God’s glory and the express image of His 

person. And Ephesians 3:19 proclaims that in Christ we too can be filled with all 

the fullness of God. And Jesus Christ is seated at the right hand of God. 

Ephesians 2:4, 5 declares that because of God’s love to us in Christ we are 

seated there too! 

 

Through Jesus Christ we have access to God’s love, mercy, goodness and 

kindness. Through Jesus Christ we will inherit everlasting life in the age to come. 

These first four verses of Hebrews confront us with the most important question of 

our lives. Who is Jesus Christ and why do we need him? We need him because 

in a world full of sin he cleanses us of all sin. In a world falling apart, he provides 

us with stability, upholding our lives and granting us life in the world to come.  

 

If we were to lose everything we have in this world, but we had faith in 

Christ, we would be incredibly rich. By faith in Jesus Christ we become heirs of 

God and all that is to come! Who needs more than that? 

 

How do you motivate Christians to think and feel and behave like 

followers of Christ? You point them to God’s final Word to us, Jesus Christ. How 

do you encourage believers to be faithful even in troubled times? You point 

them to Jesus Christ. And then as we live our lives with faith and hope in Christ, 

we become the light of the world offering hope to others as we point to Jesus 

Christ. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


