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Better Than The Angels 

 

 

 

 Who is Jesus Christ? From the first four verses of Hebrews we learned that 

the Son of God is God’s final Word to all of us. He is the appointed heir of all 

things. He is the one for whom God made the ages. He is the brightness and 

image of God. He moves history toward the goal of full salvation. He purged 

and cleansed us from all of our sins. He is now enthroned at God’s right hand. 

And he is more excellent than all the angels having inherited a name full of 

glory. That name as we will see in verse 5 is the title “Son.” 

 

 We often think of angels the way the world of art depicts them. There are 

the chubby nude babies of Raphael. Then there are the slim girlish figures with 

their consoling looks from the Victorian age. But in Scripture the appearance of 

an angel is always alarming, because their first words are usually “Fear not.” In 

the Bible angels are God’s messengers and avengers. They are fierce warriors 

against the demonic. They often fight for and protect God’s people. And they 

will gather together all of God’s people at the end of this age.  

 

 Angels are glorious spiritual beings that would cause us to stagger and fall 

back if we ever saw one. The author of Hebrews told a group of persecuted, 

fearful and doubting Christians to hold on to their faith, because Jesus Christ is 

far superior to any angel. 

 

 But why would the author of Hebrews need to prove that Jesus is superior 

to the angels? Does any church today need convincing proof that Jesus is 

greater than the angels? No, they don’t. But why? It is because popular 

Christianity teaches the false doctrine that Jesus is God. And obviously God is 

greater than the angels. But Jesus was and is a real man, as we will see clearly 

from chapter 2. So the Word of God now presents an array of Old Testament 

quotations to prove that Jesus has now become so much better than the 

angels. 

 

For to which of the angels did He ever say: 

“You are My Son, 

Today I have begotten You”? 

And again: 

“I will be to Him a Father, 

And He shall be to Me a Son”? 

  (Hebrews 1;5) 

 



 This first quotation is from Psalm 2. The psalm was originally a coronation 

psalm for a king from the family lineage of King David. The king was considered 

the son of God in that he was to represent God and rule with righteousness. But 

it was always believed that the psalm would be most fully realized only in the 

Messiah. This verse is quoted because God has not said to any angel “You are 

My Son, Today I have begotten You.” 

 

 The word “Today” indicates that Jesus would be declared God’s Son at a 

point in time. When was this? The angel Gabriel told Mary that her child would 

be called the Son of God.1 And at Jesus Christ’s baptism a voice came from 

heaven saying “This is My beloved Son in whom I am well pleased.”2 But in Acts 

13, the apostle Peter taught that it was at Christ’s resurrection that this verse from 

Psalm 2 was fulfilled. Peter said,  

 

God has fulfilled [His promise]…in that He has raised  

up Jesus. As it is written in the second psalm: ‘You are  

My Son, Today I have begotten You.’ 

(Acts 13:33) 

 

There is one event that marks Jesus Christ out from all of humanity as the Son of 

God with all power and that is his resurrection from the dead.3 

 

 The second quote, “I will be to Him a Father and he shall be to Me a Son” 

is from a prophecy given to King David about the Messiah in 2 Samuel 7. The 

great point here is that angels are servants of God, but Jesus Christ is the Son of 

God now and forever.  

 

But when He again brings the firstborn into the world,  

He says: “Let all the angels of God worship Him.” 
7 And of the angels He says: “Who makes His angels  

Spirits and His ministers a flame of fire.” 

(Hebrews 1:6, 7) 

 

 Quoting Psalm 97:7 from the Greek Old Testament we learn that angels 

worship Jesus Christ. Angels are superior now to all men, but not to the exalted 

man, Jesus Christ. In the prophetic book of Revelation we read about angels 

worshipping Christ.  

 

Then I looked, and I heard the voice of many angels  

around the throne, the living creatures, and the elders;  
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and the number of them was ten thousand times ten  

thousand, and thousands of thousands, 12 saying with  

a loud voice: 

“Worthy is the Lamb who was slain 

To receive power and riches and wisdom, 

And strength and honor and glory and blessing!” 

(Revelation 5:11, 12) 

 

 God commands His angels, His spiritual ministers or servants to worship 

Jesus Christ. But He calls for His Son to rule forever.  

 

But to the Son He says: 

“Your throne, O God, is forever and ever; 

A scepter of righteousness is the scepter of Your kingdom. 
9 You have loved righteousness and hated lawlessness; 

Therefore God, Your God, has anointed You 

With the oil of gladness more than Your companions.” 

  (Hebrews 1:8, 9) 

 

 “Ah-ha!” someone says, “See, Jesus is God. It says so right here.” This 

quotation from Psalm 45 does not prove that Jesus is God. It proves that His 

Father alone is God. The first verse of Psalm 45 declares that the psalm is about 

the human king of Israel. And yes, he is called “god.” The Hebrew word for 

“god” is Elohim. And angels, human judges and Moses were called Elohim 

because they represented God. But notice back in verse 9 that this king/god 

has a God—“Therefore God, Your God has anointed You with the oil of 

gladness.” Therefore the ancient king and now Jesus, the King of Kings is not 

God in the ultimate sense.  

 

 Still this is a thrilling passage about Jesus Christ, because it addresses him 

as a king who rules in a God like way with righteousness. One of the great 

themes of the Bible is that God requires real justice in our world. It doesn’t always 

happen, however. Injustice and wickedness and corruption pervades our world. 

 

 The prophetic point of Psalm 45 is that righteousness and justice and thus 

true lasting peace will come to our world, not through angels, but when Jesus 

Christ rules as King of kings and Lord of lords. In Isaiah 42:1 God prophetically 

declares of His Son,  

 

Behold! My Servant whom I uphold, My Elect One  

in whom My soul delights! I have put My Spirit upon  

Him: He will bring forth justice… 

 

Therefore Psalm 45 declares  that God will anoint Christ with gladness.  



 What a wonderful truth is taught here. There is God-given gladness in 

doing what is right. People seek gladness in exciting events, in escape in human 

achievement; but what gladness is gained is always short lived. The Bible 

teaches over and over that true happiness and gladness comes from loving 

God and from doing what is good and right.  

 

Jesus will rule in righteousness, because God His Father will establish His 

Son’s dominion. And now the author of Hebrews proclaims praise to God.  

 

And: 

“You, LORD, in the beginning laid the foundation of the earth, 

And the heavens are the work of Your hands. 
11 They will perish, but You remain; 

And they will all grow old like a garment; 
12 Like a cloak You will fold them up, 

And they will be changed. 

But You are the same, 

And Your years will not fail.” 

(Hebrews 1:10-12) 

 

 Quoting Psalm 102 we are told that there is a day coming when this 

present heavens and earth will be discarded like old clothes. Then a new 

heavens and earth will take the stage. Only God is eternal. Only God is all 

powerful. And He is the Father of Jesus Christ and will establish His Son’s rule and 

dominion over the world.  

 

But to which of the angels has He ever said: 

“Sit at My right hand, 

Till I make Your enemies Your footstool”? 
14 Are they not all ministering spirits sent forth to minister  

for those who will inherit salvation? 

(Hebrews 1:13, 14) 

 

 While the destiny of angels is to serve, the destiny of Jesus Christ is to rule. 

This quotation is from Psalm 110, the most quoted Old Testament passage in the 

New Testament telling us who Jesus is. Angels are sent to serve us and it is Jesus 

Christ who rules over them. Do we understand that our Lord Jesus Christ is the 

one who stands victorious at the end of history? 

 

 We are victorious only in Him. All of life is moving not towards the glory of 

our achievements, not towards the glory of the United States or the European 

Union or even the United Nations. Life is moving towards the glory of Jesus Christ 

and then ultimately to the glory of God. And because this end is such a sure 



thing there are questions of immense urgency that confront us all. Who will you 

trust with your life and your future? Who will you serve? For what will you live?  

 

Therefore we must give the more earnest heed to  

the things we have heard, lest we drift away. 2 For  

if the word spoken through angels proved steadfast,  

and every transgression and disobedience received  

a just reward, 3 how shall we escape if we neglect so  

great a salvation, which at the first began to be spoken  

by the Lord, and was confirmed to us by those who  

heard Him, 4 God also bearing witness both with signs  

and wonders, with various miracles, and gifts of the  

Holy Spirit, according to His own will? 

(Hebrews 2:1-4) 

 

 We need to give the more earnest heed to what we have heard. This 

means we must read the Bible regularly. This means we must fellowship and 

worship with other believers regularly. This means we should learn about all the 

great blessings we have in Christ. This means that we should treasure Christ and 

rejoice in him. This means we should strive to think and feel and behave more 

and more like Christ. If we don’t—if we don’t, we will drift.  

 

 So the warning is this: pay attention. Think about what God’s Word is 

saying to you. If the Word revealed by angels in the Old Testament had 

consequences, how much more the Word revealed by Jesus Christ? 

 

 It all comes down to one question. How shall we escape if we neglect 

such great salvation? How can anyone avoid the unavoidable? And why seek 

to avoid Jesus Christ, especially when his God-given purpose is to bless you and 

not to damn you? 

 

 To us believers the warning means it is not enough just to say you believe. 

We can lose much if we are not walking daily in obedience to the Lord. We lose 

peace and joy and we will lack spiritual fruit and maturity. Jesus Christ is the vine 

and we are the branches without him we can do nothing.4 But in fellowship with 

the Lord Jesus Christ life has meaning and purpose now and we shall he heirs of 

the world to come. More on that topic the next time I teach. 
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