
Hebrews 2:5-18 

 

What is Man? 

 

 

 

 If you will recall the letter of Hebrews was written to encourage a storm 

tossed church to remain faithful in the face of great troubles. Therefore the letter 

began with a grand vision of who Jesus Christ is. Jesus Christ is God’s final word 

to us. He is the heir of all things. He has cleansed us from all of our sins. And he is 

far superior to the angels.  

 

 This vision of our glorious Savior is then followed by the exhortation to pay 

close attention to the good news we have heard. In other words, take your 

salvation in Christ seriously. Let it guide how you think and feel and behave in 

every area of life—don’t drift! Now the Scriptures will reveal God’s ultimate plan 

for those who trust in Christ. And this destiny is to rule the world to come with 

Jesus Christ.  

 

 The central questions for every generation to answer are, first, who is God 

and then secondly what is man? Critical and vital issues hang upon the answers. 

We cannot form a correct view of anything in God’s creation if we fail to see the 

glory of God and His purpose for humanity. Believe that there is no God and that 

man is only an animal, then all logic will drive you to live as an animal. But if you 

believe God and His Word then humanity becomes His greatest creation. What 

we believe about God and mankind shapes our desires and our hopes. It 

determines how we live now and our eternal destiny. The question answered for 

us in our passage of Scripture is what is man and what is our destiny? 

 

For He has not put the world to come, of which we  

speak, in subjection to angels. 6 But one testified in a  

certain place, saying: 

 

“What is man that You are mindful of him, 

Or the son of man that You take care of him? 
7 You have made him a little lower than the angels; 

You have crowned him with glory and honor, 

And set him over the works of Your hands. 
8 You have put all things in subjection under his feet.” 

(Hebrews 2:5-8) 

 

 Be careful to notice that this passage of Scripture begins with the word 

“For”. The word “For” connects a previous idea to the message now being 

presented. The idea connected is that our salvation is so great that it is 



dangerous folly to neglect it, to drift into apathy about it. Why? Why should we 

be passionate about and faithful to our salvation? “For” (here’s the reason) God 

did not put the world to come in subjection to angels, but to mankind! 

 

Wow! Boom! Your brain should have just exploded! There is a new world 

coming an age full of the glory of the Lord God Almighty.1 And it is God’s 

supreme goal to have redeemed men and women rule the world to come. We, 

supposed insignificant people in this room, we will one day rule with the Lord 

Jesus Christ.  

 

Now, this truth is established by demonstrating that it was God’s original 

intention for mankind to rule the world. Therefore the author of Hebrews quotes 

Psalm 8, which has reference to Genesis 1. So let’s read Genesis 1 and then we 

will move to Psalm 8. 

 

Then God said, “Let Us make man in Our image,  

according to Our likeness; let them have dominion  

over the fish of the sea, over the birds of the air,  

and over the cattle, over all the earth and over  

every creeping thing that creeps on the earth.”  
27 So God created man in His own image; in the  

image of God He created him; male and female  

He created them. 28 Then God blessed them, and  

God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply; fill the  

earth and subdue it; have dominion over the fish  

of the sea, over the birds of the air, and over every  

living thing that moves on the earth.” 

(Genesis 1:26-28) [my emphasis] 

 

 Before Adam and Eve sinned God intended for them and their children to 

rule the world in righteousness. Adam and Eve had an undefiled conscience, an 

undiminished intellect, physical health and strength, they were morally upright. 

And they had authority and dominion over everything! Adam and Eve were 

created to be the image of God. The character of God was to be seen in who 

Adam and Eve were and in the dominion over the world. Sin changed all of 

that. 

 

 Then one night a long time ago, David was sitting out under the stars and 

he began to sing a song to God. 
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O LORD, our Lord, 

How excellent is Your name in all the earth, 

Who have set Your glory above the heavens! 
2 Out of the mouth of babes and nursing infants 

You have ordained strength, 

Because of Your enemies, 

That You may silence the enemy and the avenger. 
3 When I consider Your heavens, the work of Your fingers, 

The moon and the stars, which You have ordained, 
4 What is man that You are mindful of him, 

And the son of man that You visit him? 
5 For You have made him a little lower than the angels, 

And You have crowned him with glory and honor. 
6 You have made him to have dominion over the works of  

Your hands; 

You have put all things under his feet, 

(Psalm 8:1-6) 

 

 The entire universe is God’s work. Galaxies, planets and supernovas are 

the work of His fingers. The universe is immense; it’s huge, beyond measure. So 

the psalmist asks, feeling somewhat insignificant compared to the universe what 

is man? The answer is God has made us a little lower, or for a little while lower 

than the angels. We have been crowned with glory and honor. We are to have 

dominion over all of God’s works—everything! But in the present reality this vision 

comes to a screeching halt. Nothing is ultimately under our control and the 

author of Hebrews knows this.  

 

You have put all things in subjection under his feet.” 

 

For in that He put all in subjection under him, He left  

nothing that is not put under him. But now we do not  

yet see all things put under him. 

(Hebrews 2:8) 

 

 No we certainly do not. The weeds have overgrown paradise. We are 

frustrated by circumstances, defeated by temptations, girt about with 

weakness. As a result of sin we have been polluted morally, intellectually and 

emotionally. We cannot control the wind, rain, cold or heat. Nature dominates 

us. 

 

Adam and Eve were tempted to be like God.2 Instead they became and 

we have become less than who we are meant to be. We cannot rule ourselves 
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much less the world. We try to convince ourselves otherwise because we run 

triathlons, we make spaceships and computers and cell phones and antibiotics 

and artificial hearts. But death still conquers us. And so we are really masters of 

nothing. 

 

Death triumphs everywhere, over plants and animals, babies, teenagers, 

muscular men and beautiful women and every old person. Even stars and 

galaxies die out. It is because of sin that death has dominion. So where are we 

to look and where is the answer to the great purpose of Genesis 1 and the 

promise of Psalm 8. We are to look to Jesus Christ.  

 

You have put all things in subjection under his feet.” 

 

For in that He put all in subjection under him, He left  

nothing that is not put under him. But now we do not  

yet see all things put under him. 9 But we see Jesus,  

who was made a little lower than the angels, for the  

suffering of death crowned with glory and honor,  

that He, by the grace of God, might taste death for  

everyone. 

(Hebrews 2:8, 9) 

 

 It is in the man Jesus Christ that God’s original purpose for humanity is 

realized. Jesus Christ has conquered death. Jesus Christ is now crowned with 

glory and honor. The exalted man, Jesus Christ, now has all authority in heaven 

and earth.3  But Jesus achieved this glory only by sharing in our sufferings and 

death. 

 

For it was fitting for Him, for whom are all things and  

by whom are all things, in bringing many sons to glory,  

to make the captain of their salvation perfect through  

sufferings. 

(Hebrews 2:10) 

 

 There are a number of things to grasp here in this verse, but notice this first. 

What God is doing through Jesus Christ is bringing many sons and daughters to 

glory! And the glory that awaits us is the glory of Genesis 1, having dominion 

over the world. It is the glory of Psalm 8 being crowned with glory and honor and 

to be set over or to have dominion over all the works of God’s hands. 

 

 The Word of God here is doing all that it can to comfort and encourage 

that troubled church in Rome and we who are here now. The world around us 
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tries to influence us to make us feel insignificant so that we drift and doubt our 

salvation. The powerful in the world say that you and others like you, the church, 

are nothing. But it is the world that is deluded. The reality is all that we see 

around us, what the world thinks is powerful and valuable is passing away.4 A 

new world is coming. And the only thing that matters now is to trust in Jesus 

Christ for salvation.  

 

 Secondly, it was fitting for God, it was right and appropriate to make Jesus 

Christ the Captain of our salvation perfect through sufferings. You and I struggle 

and are pained and face death. Therefore Jesus had to have his obedience to 

God tested and perfected by sufferings and death. Unlike Adam, Jesus obeyed 

God in every area of life, even when confronted by crucifixion.5  

 

Adam was tested in Paradise and failed. Jesus Christ was tested in the 

same world in which we live and won. And so Jesus became the Captain, or 

better the pioneer or forerunner of our salvation. He is the first exalted man. But 

God’s purpose and goal is not just to exalt Jesus Christ, but to bring many 

children to glory. By God’s grace through faith in Christ, we will one day break 

free of cancer, paralysis, arthritis, blindness, depression and all corruption and 

inherit the glory of the risen Christ.  

 

Thirdly, stunningly, Jesus Christ who sanctifies us or makes us holy, is not 

ashamed to call us brethren! Shouldn’t we who are made holy by Christ be bold 

to proclaim his name and to live holy lives devoted to God? 

 
   For both He who sanctifies and those who are  

being sanctified are all of one, for which reason  

He is not ashamed to call them brethren, 12 saying: 

 

“I will declare Your name to My brethren; 

In the midst of the assembly I will sing praise to You.” 
 

13 And again: 

 

“I will put My trust in Him.” And again: 

“Here am I and the children whom God has given Me.” 

(Hebrews 2:11-13) 

 

The first quote is from psalm 22 and its opening words are familiar to us all: “My 

God, My God, why have you forsaken Me?” It is the prophetic psalm of Christ’s 

crucifixion. But in verse 22 of the psalm the pain and suffering are over; Christ 
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was raised up from the dead and he shouts victoriously, “I will declare Your 

name to My brethren; In the midst of the assembly I will sing praise to You.” 

Notice that along with us Jesus sings praises to God our Father.  

 

 The quote in verse 13 is again a Messianic prophecy but from Isaiah. It 

concerns trusting and hoping in God for the future he promised even while 

enduring trials now. One day soon Christ will rejoice with all of us, the family God 

has given him.  

 

Inasmuch then as the children have partaken of  

flesh and blood, He Himself likewise shared in the  

same, that through death He might destroy him  

who had the power of death, that is, the devil,  
15 and release those who through fear of death  

were all their lifetime subject to bondage.  

(Hebrews 2:14, 15) 

 

 The thing that terrifies many people is the fear of death. For many others it 

is also the process of dying. We deny it of course. We maintain a pretense of 

immortality refusing to concede the fact. We do whatever it takes not to think 

about it, but it won’t go away. But Christ liberates us from the fear of death. To 

die is to momentarily sleep until our resurrection at Christ’s return. We shall not 

perish.  

 

 And Jesus Christ experienced both the process of dying and death itself. 

He understands our need and he is with us and can strengthen us at every 

moment of our lives. He who was just like us conquered death by trusting in the 

goodness and power of God. We too shall conquer death through Christ.  

 

For indeed He does not give aid to angels, but He  

does give aid to the seed of Abraham. 17 Therefore,  

in all things He had to be made like His brethren,  

that He might be a merciful and faithful High Priest  

in things pertaining to God, to make propitiation for  

the sins of the people. 18 For in that He Himself has  

suffered, being tempted, He is able to aid those who  

are tempted. 

(Hebrews 2:16-18) 

 

 What remarkable realities are revealed here! It was never God’s intention 

to save fallen angels. The greatest wonder in God’s plan of salvation is that he 

has been and is determined to bring many sons and daughters to glory through 

the man Jesus Christ.  

 



 Day by day Jesus Christ is our wisdom and holiness and strength. He went 

through all that we do. He was like us in every way. He was hungry, thirsty and 

tired. He slept, he was taught, he grew, he loved, he was hated. He was 

astonished, he cried, he grieved. He was troubled, he sighed deeply in his heart. 

He was betrayed and unjustly killed. Jesus Christ was tempted in every way we 

are. But he leaned hard on God’s love and power and obeyed Him. And he is 

now our merciful and faithful high priest. He understands you. And he is faithful. 

He will never fail you.  

 

 What is man? Don’t ask the philosophers what they imagine. Don’t ask the 

educators what they see in their books. Don’t ask scientists what they see in the 

lab. Ask God. God’s goal for humanity can be seen in the man Jesus Christ. We 

are to be crowned with glory and honor. We shall rule over the works of God. 

 

 How shall we then live? Colossians 3 tells us to fix our mind, our thoughts, 

our affections on the risen Jesus Christ. Let your union with him shape how you 

think and feel and behave, for “when Christ who is our life appears, then you 

also will appear with him in glory.” 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 


