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Believe Today 

 

 

 

 There is an old saying about preaching that declares the job of the 

preacher is to comfort the afflicted and to afflict the comfortable. I pray that 

you were comforted and encouraged last Sunday when we saw that God’s 

plan of salvation is to bring many sons and daughters to glory. Through God’s 

grace and our faith we shall one day be crowned with glory and honor and 

have dominion over all creation. The captain or pioneer of our salvation, Jesus 

Christ guarantees our victory.1 

 

 Today, however, my job is more along the line of afflicting the 

comfortable. If you have been a Christian for some time you’ve seen people 

come and go at church. You’ve seen people excited about Christianity but 

then they walk away. Some terrible trial hits and their faith is shaken. Or 

someone is offended by a Christian’s hypocrisy and he or she stops coming to 

church. Or the things of this world dazzle and deceive and so that person stops 

living the Christian life.  

 

 And you wonder, “What happened? Was that person really saved? Can 

a Christian lose his or her salvation?” I think the Bible is very clear that a genuine 

believer can never lose his or her salvation. But people who are not saved, even 

those who look religious, can reject the good news and forfeit the gift of 

everlasting life. Our Lord Jesus Christ told a parable about this very subject.2 

 

 He compared the proclaiming of God’s Word with a farmer sowing seed. 

He said a farmer sowed seed and some fell on very hard soil and the birds of the 

air ate the seed. In other words the Word of God was stolen out of the heart. 

Satan can blind binds from the truth.3 Some seed fell on stony ground, but 

because it had no depth of root, when troubles came it withered. Some seed 

fell among thorns and cares of life and the deceitfulness of riches chocked the 

Word out of the heart. Finally, some seed fell on good soil and yielded fruit. 

 

 Once you are truly saved by faith in Christ you can never lose your 

salvation. You can slip up, you can drift and so the writer of Hebrews warns us 

not to drift. Take your salvation seriously. But there are people who hear the 
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good news, they may even be people in the church, but they never really make 

a commitment to Jesus Christ and so forfeit their salvation. 

 

 So the author of Hebrews warns a church of Jewish Christians in Rome and 

us here, not to drift. And he warns those not committed to Christ not to harden 

their hearts. He does this in two ways. First, he wrote focus on Jesus Christ. And 

secondly, when you hear God’s Word believe and obey it, today. 

 

Therefore, holy brethren, partakers of the heavenly  

calling, consider the Apostle and High Priest of our  

confession, Christ Jesus, 2 who was faithful to Him  

who appointed Him, as Moses also was faithful in  

all His house. 3 For this One has been counted worthy 

 of more glory than Moses, inasmuch as He who built  

the house has more honor than the house.  

 
4 For every house is built by someone, but He who  

built all things is God. 5 And Moses indeed was faithful  

in all His house as a servant, for a testimony of those  

things which would be spoken afterward, 6 but Christ  

as a Son over His own house, whose house we are if  

we hold fast the confidence and the rejoicing of the  

hope firm to the end. 

(Hebrews 3:1-6) 

 

 Our passage of Scripture begins with the word “Therefore—Therefore, holy 

brethren.” The author is speaking to true believers. “Therefore” since we will one 

day be crowned with glory and honor and rule the world to come, keep your 

mind and heart focused on Jesus Christ. Don’t allow the troubles of life to shake 

your faith. Jesus suffered and endured and he can strengthen you. Don’t let all 

the dazzle and glitter of the world deceive you. Jesus was offered all the 

kingdoms of the world and he refused the lie.  Think deeply about all that Jesus 

taught and all that he did and all the blessings he gained for us. Let him live in 

your heart by faith to shape how you think and live.  

 

 Now, to consider something requires time and effort on our part. It doesn’t 

happen automatically, especially when you are busy and who isn’t busy. But 

when you make the time to consider Jesus Christ, the Spirit of God in you helps 

that character of Christ to rub off on you. So how much time did you spend this 

past week considering the character of Christ, the words of Christ, the many 

blessings and responsibilities that come with faith in Christ?  

 

Our antidote for drifting and the source of all spiritual comfort, strength 

and endurance is to focus on Christ. I implore myself to do this because 



preachers are not immune to drifting. And I implore you because I love you and 

I am accountable for you. Jesus Christ is God’s final word to us having greater 

authority and honor than even Moses. 

 

And Moses indeed was faithful in all His house as a  

servant, for a testimony of those things which would  

be spoken afterward, 6 but Christ as a Son over His  

own house, whose house we are if we hold fast the  

confidence and the rejoicing of the hope firm to the  

end.  

(Hebrews 3:5, 6) 

 

Simply put, Moses was a great prophet, the greatest in the Old Testament.4 And 

he was faithful. Yes, he faltered at times, but if you take the long view of his life, 

he loved God and was faithful. But he was faithful as a servant. Jesus Christ is 

faithful as a son. Therefore who would you rather be with in God’s house, the 

servant or the Son? The author of Hebrews is warning us that if we walk away 

from Christ, for whatever reason, to follow Moses or anything else, we walk away 

from being in the house or family of God.  

 

but Christ as a Son over His own house, whose house  

we are if we hold fast the confidence and the rejoicing  

of the hope firm to the end.  

(Hebrews 3:6) 

 

 We are told here that we belong to the house or family of God “if we hold 

fast the confidence and rejoicing of our faith.” What does that mean—“if”? 

Does this mean that we can lose our salvation? No it does not. We can neither 

save ourselves by our efforts or keep ourselves saved by our efforts. The meaning 

is simply that continuance in faith is proof of your salvation. A life time of 

confidence and joy in Christ is the proof of real faith. There will be ups and 

downs, but those who are saved are kept safe by Jesus Christ. In John 10, Jesus 

said,  

 

My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and  

they follow Me. 28 And I give them eternal life,  

and they shall never perish; neither shall anyone  

snatch them out of My hand.5 
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 But it is a terrible tragedy for those who hear God’s Word to not believe it 

and trust it. So we are given the example of the people of Israel who were 

rescued by God and Moses from slavery in Egypt, but who never entered the 

Promised Land. 

 

Therefore, as the Holy Spirit says: 

“Today, if you will hear His voice, 
8 Do not harden your hearts as in the rebellion, 

In the day of trial in the wilderness, 
9 Where your fathers tested Me, tried Me, 

And saw My works forty years. 
10 Therefore I was angry with that generation, 

And said, ‘They always go astray in their heart, 

And they have not known My ways.’ 
11 So I swore in My wrath, 

‘They shall not enter My rest.’” 

(Hebrews 3:7-11) 

 

 The Israelites who came out of slavery in Egypt saw God’s great love and 

power. They saw miracle after miracle. But they never really trusted God and His 

Word. When they arrived at the Promised Land their hearts were far from God. 

They grumbled and complained. And they would not obey God and fight for 

the land, even though He would fight for them and care for them. Therefore 

God would not allow them to enter His rest. And not because He was mean, He 

simply gave them what they wanted. Let me show this to you from Numbers 14. 

 

So all the congregation lifted up their voices and  

cried, and the people wept that night. 2 And all the  

children of Israel complained against Moses and  

Aaron, and the whole congregation said to them,  

“If only we had died in the land of Egypt! Or if only  

we had died in this wilderness! 3 Why has the LORD  

brought us to this land to fall by the sword, that our  

wives and children should become victims? Would 

 it not be better for us to return to Egypt?” 4 So they  

said to one another, “Let us select a leader and  

return to Egypt.” 

(Numbers 14:1-4) 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                           
disqualify us from receiving it (Col. 1:12-14). God energizes our faith and He continues to preserve us by His love 
and power. 



 God wanted to give the people rest in the Promised Land. But they would 

not trust God to fight for them, to save them and give them rest. They 

complained and said it would have been better to die back in Egypt as a slave 

or even here in the wilderness. So God gave them what they desired. 

 

And the LORD spoke to Moses and Aaron, saying,  
27 “How long shall I bear with this evil congregation  

who complain against Me? I have heard the complaints  

which the children of Israel make against Me. 28 Say to  

them, ‘As I live,’ says the LORD, ‘just as you have spoken  

in My hearing, so I will do to you: 29 The carcasses of you  

who have complained against Me shall fall in this wilderness,  

all of you who were numbered, according to your entire  

number, from twenty years old and above.  

(Numbers 14: 26-29) 

 

 No one from the adult generation that was rescued from Egypt entered 

the Promised Land. They wandered in the desert for forty years until they died. It 

was and it is a terrible self-inflicted tragedy to not believe and trust God. Don’t 

toy with the idea of receiving Christ by faith, do it. Don’t say to God, “Prove Your 

love to me and then I’ll believe.” The greatest proof of God’s love to you was 

the sacrifice of His Son. John 3:16 tells us that,  

 

…God so loved the world that He gave His only  

begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should  

not perish but have everlasting life. 

 

Romans 8:32 tells us that God “did not spare His own Son, but delivered Him up 

for us all.” God did not spare Jesus for my benefit and for your benefit. His love 

for you is real and it has been proved. So, there is urgency for us here. Today, 

hear God’s Word and believe it and trust it and obey it.  

 

Beware, brethren, lest there be in any of you an evil  

heart of unbelief in departing from the living God;  
13 but exhort one another daily, while it is called  

“Today,” lest any of you be hardened through the  

deceitfulness of sin. 

(Hebrews 3:12, 13) 

 

 Don’t be like the Israelites who perished in the desert. Don’t allow your 

heart to be hardened by repeated rejection of the gospel. Don’t allow sin to 

deceive you into thinking you don’t need to be saved by Jesus Christ. That’s 

what sin does, it deceives.  

 



 The power of sin doesn’t always tempt you to steal or kill or to lie. But it 

makes you think, “I’m good enough and better than some other people. I don’t 

need to be saved.” That the deception. It keeps you from the love and 

goodness of God because you think you don’t need it. You do—we all do! 

Believe God and let Him love you, today. 

 

 And if you know someone who is not saved, love them with the love of 

God and never stop. And pray for them. Pray, pray and pray some more and 

never stop. And if you are already a believer then make your calling and 

election sure.6 Add to your faith the energy of your convictions. Live like a 

believer in faith, with love and hope. Learn who you are and what you have in 

Christ. Let there be less and less of the old you and more and more of Christ in 

you.7 And do so today.  

 

For we have become partakers of Christ if we hold  

the beginning of our confidence steadfast to the end,  
15 while it is said: 

 

“Today, if you will hear His voice, 

Do not harden your hearts as in the rebellion.” 

 
16 For who, having heard, rebelled? Indeed, was it not  

all who came out of Egypt, led by Moses? 17 Now with  

whom was He angry forty years? Was it not with those  

who sinned, whose corpses fell in the wilderness?  
18 And to whom did He swear that they would not enter  

His rest, but to those who did not obey? 19 So we see that  

they could not enter in because of unbelief. 

(Hebrews 3:14-19) 

 

 If we really believe the good news of salvation in Christ we will be faithful. 

And that faithfulness begins today—today hear God’s Word and obey. 

Perseverance doesn’t earn us salvation; it shows that we are saved. And we 

need to encourage one another. We need one another. We need love and 

prayers and good friends who will always point us to Christ.  

 

 The Israelites who died in the wilderness were not extraordinary sinners. 

They were just ordinary ones. They simply refused to believe God. Rebellion was 

in their hearts. They perished in unbelief. The moral is clear. There is a great rest 

available in the good news. Salvation brings not only peace and rest to your 

heart now, but the great rest that will be the age to come. 
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 The bottom line however, is that if you reject God’s offer of rest he will 

grant you your request. Stop running from God; let Him love you. And for those 

of us who do believe let’s use every moment we have to trust God’s Word. Let 

us put off the old man of sin and put on the new man of Christ is us the hope of 

glory. Let’s do it today. 

 

 

 

 

 


