
Hebrews 5:9-6:8 

 

Don’t Be Dull 

 

 

 

My task this morning is a difficult one. I’m going to do my best to explain a 

passage of Scripture that has been controversial since it was written. We will 

read the passage in Hebrews 6:4-6. I’ve consulted close to a hundred reference 

works and sermons on these verses. And every explanation and position has its 

problems. So you have to take a stand on the verses in question based on your 

broader understanding of the Bible and that is what I have done. And I have 

prayed and prayed. 

 

The context before us in Hebrews is the author’s desire to see the people 

to whom he wrote enter into God’s rest. Therefore he encourages the believers 

to mature and persevere in their faith. And he urges those not yet committed to 

Jesus Christ to trust him for salvation. 

 

One thing that all of us had in common as children was the desire to grow 

up. At some point when we were little people we realized we could grow up to 

be big people. And we were excited about that, because big people get to do 

big things! In fact growing up is so important that when children don’t grow 

physically, mentally or emotionally we know something is wrong. And we do all 

that we can to try and fix what is wrong. 

 

In the same way people can be stunted in their spiritual growth too.And 

we should be deeply concerned about this too, because we love people. In our 

last study of Hebrews the author began to teach about Jesus Christ being our 

High Priest. And he compared Christ’s ministry with that of the Old Testament 

High Priest Melchizedek. 

 

And having been perfected, He became the author  

of eternal salvation to all who obey Him, 10 called by  

God as High Priest “according to the order of Melchizedek,”  
11 of whom we have much to say, and hard to explain,  

since you have become dull of hearing. 

(Hebrews 5:9-11) 

 

 Jesus Christ is the author or source of our salvation. By his death on the 

cross he paid for all of our sins. He became sin for us who knew no sin that we 

might become the righteousness of God in him.1 And now Jesus is our High 
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Priest. He represents us before God. And like the Old Testament High Priest 

Melchizedek Jesus is both a king and a priest. There is so much to learn about 

Jesus being our High Priest like Melchizedek. And the author wants to teach 

these deep truths. But the original recipients had become dull of hearing. This is 

quite an indictment! The Greek word translated “dull” literally means sluggish or 

lethargic. These believers were not physically impaired or intellectually deficient, 

they had become spiritually lazy. 

 

 Usually when people first come to faith in Christ they are all ears. They are 

excited and want to learn and do as much as they can. In other words they 

want to grow up in their faith, hope and love. But when the newness fades, so to 

at times does the eagerness to listen to or read and study and obey God’s 

Word. Something else has got us excited. The world is good at causing this 

spiritual sluggishness with either the pressures of life or the pleasures of life.  

 

This sluggishness and stagnation can be reversed however. We can be 

maturing, fruitful, joyful Christians throughout our lives. So the author of Hebrews 

encourages his readers to get off of their butts and move it! 

 

For though by this time you ought to be teachers,  

you need someone to teach you again the first  

principles of the oracles of God; and you have  

come to need milk and not solid food. 13 For  

everyone who partakes only of milk is unskilled in  

the word of righteousness, for he is a babe. 14 But  

solid food belongs to those who are of full age,  

that is, those who by reason of use have their  

senses exercised to discern both good and evil. 

(Hebrews 5:12-14) 

 

 It is sobering to realize that these believers were not new converts. The 

phrase “by this time” indicates they had been around for a while. Now when the 

author wrote “you ought to be teachers” he doesn’t mean they should all be 

ordained ministers. He means they should all be able to instruct others in the 

faith. They should all be able to encourage and admonish and counsel with the 

Word of God. But they hadn’t yet grasped the most basic principles of Christian 

truth. They could not readily discern good and evil. 

 

 Perhaps you’re thinking “That’s kind of an exaggeration. I’m sure they 

could tell right from wrong.” But it is not an exaggeration. Earlier this week I was 

involved in a lengthy moral discussion on Facebook. And out of several people I 

was the only one who could discern between good and evil. Everyone else 

including a number of Christians was calling evil good and good evil. It was 

astonishing to me. They were like babies who needed milk.  



 

 Now there is nothing wrong with milk. If a baby doesn’t have milk he or 

she will starve to death. That’s why the apostle Peter wrote, “as newborn babes, 

desire the pure milk of the word, that you may grow thereby.”2 But we must not 

stay spiritual babies all of our lives. We want to be skilled in the word of 

righteousness.  

 

 So how can you tell if you are dull of hearing and a spiritual infant? Well, 

I’m not out to condemn anyone, but let’s examine ourselves. What have you 

spent time reading and studying the last three months? Are you fixated on 

yourself, your own wants, needs and desires? Are you totally caught up in the 

world? Or have you made time to study the Word of God and put what you 

know into action? Jesus Christ said that we are the light of the world. But some 

of us are pretty dim bulbs, no wonder the secular world is not impressed by us. 

 

Therefore, leaving the discussion of the elementary  

principles of Christ, let us go on to perfection, not  

laying again the foundation of repentance from  

dead works and of faith toward God, 2 of the doctrine  

of baptisms, of laying on of hands, of resurrection of  

the dead, and of eternal judgment. 3 And this we will  

do if God permits. 

(Hebrews 6:1-3) 

 

 Here are the basic principles of Christianity. First, there is repentance from 

dead works and faith in God. In a Jewish context dead works would be Old 

Testament rules and rituals that were merely symbolic. The rituals and 

ceremonies could never make you truly righteous. Dead works also include a 

life-style of sin which results in death. To repent is to turn from what you were 

doing and focus now on what God is doing for us in Christ. 

 

 Secondly, there is instruction in baptisms and laying on of hands. With 

baptisms this meant learning that the Old Testament washings and even John 

the Baptist’s baptism were merely symbolic. They pointed to the true baptism 

with Holy Spirit that truly washes us from sin and creates in us a new heart.3 

Laying on of hands was a first century way of helping someone to manifest the 

Spirit. It was also done for healings and for ordinations. Finally, we need to be 

grounded in the truth of Christ’s return and the resurrection and the coming 

kingdom and the judgments unto life or death.  
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Knowing the truth matters. What you believe shapes how you think and 

feel and behave. Knowing the truth brings comfort, encouragement, peace 

and joy to your heart. And it enables you to offer hope to others. This is why as a 

church Grace Ministry offers the Powerful Christian Living class and the books 

Foundations for Faith, The Gift of the Holy Spirit and Our Awesome God. These 

materials are a way for you to get grounded in the truth so you have a good 

foundation to grow on. Now comes the controversial passage. The next three 

verses are the most sobering in the New Testament.  

 

For it is impossible for those who were once enlightened,  

and have tasted the heavenly gift, and have become  

partakers of the Holy Spirit, 5 and have tasted the good  

word of God and the powers of the age to come, 6 if  

they fall away, to renew them again to repentance, since  

they crucify again for themselves the Son of God, and put  

Him to an open shame. 

(Hebrews 6:4-6) 

 

 Who are these people who have fallen away and can no longer receive 

salvation? Some teach that these are genuine believers who have rejected their 

faith in Jesus Christ and who have now lost their salvation. I don’t believe this 

and I’ll explain why in a moment. Others teach that this is a hypothetical 

warning and it could never really happen. But why would you give such a 

horrifying warning for something that could never happen? The third 

explanation and the one I am proposing is that these are not genuine believers.  

 

 They may have been made fully aware of the good news of salvation in 

Christ but they have rejected it. They never believed it in the first place. I hold 

this view because it is in harmony with what Scripture says about those who 

believe and are saved. In Philippians 1:6 we are told that we can be “confident 

of this very thing, that He [God] who began a good work in you will complete 

it.”  

 

Romans 8 assert that for us, nothing in life or death, no spiritual being, 

nothing in all of creation “shall be able to separate us from the love of God 

which is in Christ Jesus.”4 And also that, 

 

whom He [God]foreknew [you and me], He also  

predestined to be conformed to the image of His Son,  

that He might be the firstborn among many brethren.  
30 Moreover whom He predestined, these He also called;  

whom He called, these He also justified; and whom He 
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 justified, these He also glorified.5 

 

In other words, God speaks about our salvation with such certainty that it is 

spoken of in the past tense. It is as good as done. 

 

 Ephesians 1:13, 14 declares that when we believed  we were “sealed with 

the Holy Spirit” which is “the guarantee of our inheritance.” And in John 10:27, 28 

Jesus said,  

 

My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they  

follow Me. 28 And I give them eternal life, and they  

shall never perish; neither shall anyone snatch them out  

of My hand. 

 

On the other hand 1 John 2:19 says of those who fall away  

 

They went out from us, but they were not of us; for if  

they had been of us, they would have continued with us;  

but they went out that they might be made manifest,  

that none of them were of us. 

 

 But how is it possible, you ask, for someone to experience so much of the 

love and goodness of God in some manner and then walk away? I’ll remind you 

that earlier in Hebrews we were given the example of the ancient Israelites. They 

had seen miracle after miracle. They had experienced the Passover. They saw 

the power of God’s Spirit and the depth of His redeeming love. But ultimately 

when they had to trust God and believe they grumbled and complained and 

rejected God’s Word.  

 

 Think of the Scribes and Pharisees when Jesus ministered in Israel. They 

heard Jesus teach. They saw the miracles and signs and wonders God did 

through him. They saw Jesus raise Lazarus up from the dead. But instead of 

believing in Jesus as the savior, the Christ, they plotted to kill him.  

 

 If you fear this is you, then it is not too late for you. But you say, “I fear I’m 

lost for I have denied Christ!” Certainly it is a terrible thing to deny Jesus Christ. 

But there is denying and truly denying. The Bible gives us the example of Peter. 

After Jesus was arrested to be crucified Peter was recognized as a disciple. And 

he swore and vehemently denied being a follower of Christ.  

 

 Set against Peter is Judas Iscariot. Judas was with Jesus, he heard him 

teach, he saw the miracles. And he was even given spiritual power to heal and 
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cast out devils. But Judas came to a decisive moment of unbelief. Jesus was not 

the Messiah that Judas wanted. At that point Judas was lost. Peter repented 

and came back to the Lord. It is not too late to be saved if you want to be 

saved. 

 

 But it is impossible to save someone if he or she rejects Jesus Christ who is 

the only means to be saved. God has done all that He can in Jesus Christ to 

provide mercy and grace. God can never speak to us more clearly than He 

does in Christ. Never can He show His love more fully or more passionately than 

through the cross of Christ. If someone refuses God’s gift of life in Jesus Christ 

they are saying with those who stood before Jesus and Pontus Pilot, “Away with 

him, away with him! Crucify him!”6 

 

 There could hardly be a greater warning for those who hear God’s word 

to not reject it. But it is a warning given in love, because the Word is still “Today, 

do not harden your hearts…There remains therefore a rest”7 for you. God will not 

turn away from a cry of faith no matter how small or weary or how full of fear or 

sin or pain. 

 

For the earth which drinks in the rain that often comes  

upon it, and bears herbs useful for those by whom it is  

cultivated, receives blessing from God; 8 but if it bears  

thorns and briers, it is rejected and near to being cursed,  

whose end is to be burned. 

(Hebrews 6:7-8) 

 

 God’s Word falls on everyone’s ears, just like the rain falls on the ground. 

Just as in Christ’s parable of the sower and the soils the seed of God’s Word is 

scattered everywhere. But it is the presence of growth and fruit that ultimately 

tells is if there is life. If you are not saved now is the time to place your faith in 

Christ. God loves you and gave His Son to bless you!  

 

 As for the rest of us, let us not be dull of hearing. Let’s not stay spiritual 

babies. It is my prayer that our lives will be like the words to this song: 

 

Oh, may all who come behind us find us faithful. 

May the fire of our devotion light their way.  

May the footprints that we leave 

Lead them to believe 

And the lives we live inspire them to obey. 
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Oh, may all who come behind us find us faithful.8 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

  

 
 

                                                           
8
 “Find Us faithful” by Steve Green 


