
Hebrews 6:9-20 

 

God’s faithful Promise 

 

 

 

 I picture the author of Hebrews like a football coach. The church, the 

team, has played well in the first quarter, but really poorly in the second quarter. 

And so they come into the locker room at half time and the coach chews them 

out. “What the heck happened to you guys in the second quarter? Bob, you 

missed a key block and our quarter back was sacked for a loss. Steve, what 

were you looking at? You left that receiver wide open for the score. Tom, you 

weren’t paying attention and jumped off side.” But then the coach’s tone 

changes. “Look, I know you guys can play better. I’ve seen you do it. Come on! 

Let’s get out there in the second half and win this game!” 

 

 Last week’s passage of Scripture and the verses we will read today remind 

me of that kind of pep talk. If you remember, from Hebrews 5:9-6:8 we were 

warned about growing dull spiritually. And there was a stern warning about the 

dangers of rejecting Christ and losing out on salvation. But the author knows that 

the believers to whom he wrote have what it takes to win the game. He knows 

they are truly saved and are children of God. He knows this because he has 

seen the evidence. 

 

But, beloved, we are confident of better things  

concerning you, yes, things that accompany salvation,  

though we speak in this manner. 10 For God is not unjust  

to forget your work and labor of love which you have  

shown toward His name, in that you have ministered to  

the saints, and do minister. 

(Hebrews 6:9, 10) 

 

 Unlike the warning to those who might reject salvation in Jesus Christ, the 

author compliments the believers. He said, “I’m confident about you and your 

salvation, because I see evidence of it in your lives.” And what was the 

evidence? It was their work and labor of love that they had shown in serving 

others for the glory of God.  

 

The author could see that their faith in Jesus Christ enabled them to no 

longer live for themselves but for the benefit of others. This is what the love of 

God does: it seeks the highest good of the loved one even at great personal 

cost. This is why Romans 8:32 tells us that God “did not spare His own Son, but 

delivered Him up for us all.” God was and is willing to do all that is needed to 

bring many sons and daughters to glory. 



 Now, what kind of love and service was the writer referring to? 

There will be some specific acts mentioned at the end of chapter 10. But their 

labor of love could have been any act of kindness that touches the heart of 

another.. It may have been a sacrificial financial gift. It could have been visiting 

the sick or the hurting. Perhaps it was some act of mercy or word of 

encouragement. But it was a labor of love done out of love for God. 

 

This love for God and love for others was the evidence of salvation. It is 

not the only evidence there is but 1 John 3:14 states, “We know that we have 

passed from death to life, because we love the brethren.” And in John 13:34, 35 

Jesus said, “love one another; as I have loved you…By this all will know that you 

are My disciples, if you have love for one another.” 

 

The point is, if you are saved, if Christ is in you, then his life will show itself in 

your life. Just as there are signs of life in a new born baby, there will be signs of 

new life in us who are born again. There will be evidence of faith in our trust in 

God and obedience to His Word. Love will be manifested in our service to 

others. Hope will enable us to be steadfast and joyfully faithful. We will serve and 

give out of a passion for God’s glory.  

 

And God is not unjust to forget our labor of love. God sees what you do 

even if no one else recognizes it. Every act you do for the glory of God, no 

matter how small, will be rewarded. One day you will hear Jesus say to you, 

“Well done good and faithful servant…enter into the joy of your Lord.”1 

 

So the writer of Hebrews knows that the believers loved and served. He 

knows the first quarter of the game was played well. And although they fumbled 

in the second quarter, there were two more quarters left to play.  

 

And we desire that each one of you show the same  

diligence to the full assurance of hope until the end,  
12 that you do not become sluggish, but imitate those  

who through faith and patience inherit the promises. 

(Hebrews 6:11, 12) 

 

 What can motivate us to be faithful, to give and serve even when it seems 

like our work is insignificant? It is the fact that God is not unjust and we will inherit 

all that He has promised when Christ returns. The return of Jesus Christ and our 

inheritance of everlasting life and glory is our hope. And it is the full assurance or 

confidence in this hope that enables us to live for Christ even in difficult 

circumstances as we patiently await his return. 
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 I know there is much in this world to dishearten us and cause us despair. 

But we can live with the full assurance of hope in God’s promises. Abraham did 

because he judged God to be faithful. And like Abraham we can rest our hope 

on the character of God.  

 

For when God made a promise to Abraham, because  

He could swear by no one greater, He swore by Himself,  
14 saying, “Surely blessing I will bless you, and multiplying  

I will multiply you.” 15 And so, after he had patiently endured,  

he obtained the promise. 

(Hebrews 6:13-15) 

 

 Genesis records that God appeared to Abraham and made him a 

promise. God would make Abraham the father of multitudes and through 

Abraham’s seed God would bless the whole world. The immediate seed was 

Abraham’s son Isaac. But the ultimate seed through whom the whole world is 

blessed is Jesus Christ. And Abraham believed God and not because Isaac was 

born soon after the promise. 

 

 There were twenty five long, weary years between God’s promise and the 

birth of Isaac. Romans 4 tells us that “contrary to hope” despite the long wait for 

God to fulfill His Word and Abraham’s and Sarah’s old age, Abraham “in hope 

believed.”2 God made a promise to Abraham and confirmed it with an oath. 

And Abraham took God at His Word. Again in the words of Romans 4 Abraham 

was “fully convinced that what God had promised He was able to perform.”3 

God has promised us salvation in Christ and we should take Him at His Word. 

 

For men indeed swear by the greater, and an oath  

for confirmation is for them an end of all dispute.  
17 Thus God, determining to show more abundantly  

to the heirs of promise the immutability of His counsel,  

confirmed it by an oath, 18 that by two immutable things,  

in which it is impossible for God to lie, we might have  

strong consolation, who have fled for refuge to lay hold  

of the hope set before us. 

(Hebrews 6:16-18) 

 

 The point here is this: if we accept the word of a man or woman 

confirmed by an oath, we can surely trust the promise of God. God has made 

us a promise of salvation and has confirmed it with an oath. And because he 
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cannot confirm His oath by appealing to someone greater His promise and oath 

rest on His Word and character alone.  

 

 In other words, if God has promised eternal salvation to us through faith in 

Jesus Christ you can lay hold of that hope with certainty. It is inconceivable that 

God Almighty would promise to redeem us through Christ, to crown us with glory 

and honor and not keep His Word. God’s promises have never failed. His 

purpose is unchangeable. He is incapable of lying. And as if that were not 

enough there is one more reason why our hope of glory is secure.  

 

This hope we have as an anchor of the soul,  

both sure and steadfast, and which enters the  

Presence behind the veil, 20 where the forerunner  

has entered for us, even Jesus, having become  

High Priest forever according to the order of Melchizedek. 

  (Hebrews 6:19, 20) 

 

 Just as the Old Testament High Priest entered the Holy of Holies in the 

Jerusalem temple, Jesus Christ, who is our hope, has entered the very presence 

of God on our behalf. He is the forerunner and we will follow.  Jesus Christ is the 

anchor of our souls. He holds us safe and secure. As long as Christ lives and is our 

High Priest no storm of life can make our hope of glory shipwreck. 

 

 “God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that 

whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.”4 God has 

made Jesus Christ to be our High Priest forever. Our salvation is secure because it 

rests on the Word and unchangeable purpose of God for us in Jesus Christ. As 

Romans 8 asks, “What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us” and He 

is “who can be against us?”5 It is not our feeble grasp on God, but His firm hold 

on us through Jesus Christ that guarantees our full salvation.  

 

 I once read of a Christian man who was visiting a communist country 

back in the 1990’s. As he toured the country it was obvious that he was different 

and people would look at him. He thought perhaps he stood out because of his 

American style clothes. Finally, he asked his guide what made him stand out. “It 

is not your clothes” the guide replied, “it is your face.” “My face” he laughed, 

“How does my face look different?” The guide replied, “You have hope.”6 
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 The Bible declares that once we lived in this world “having no hope” 

because we were “without God.”7 But now we have God and we have hope 

and our lives should show it, because there are many others still without hope. 

Therefore let us love and serve for the glory of God in full assurance of our hope. 

For God is not unjust to forget what we do or His promises to us. 
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