
Hebrews 8:1-5 

 

A Better Priest, Part 2 

 

 

 

 In the last three verses of Hebrews 71 we are given a wonderful 

presentation of Jesus Christ’s superiority over all the priests of the old covenant. 

Jesus is holy, harmless (or innocent), he is undefiled and sinless. And because he 

is sinless, he did not need to make a sacrifice for himself. Instead he offered 

himself for us. He did this once for all. 

 

 The great work of redemption at the cross is the center of all history. Every 

act of God’s grace or mercy in history points forward to the Christ’s death and 

resurrection. And every act of mercy and grace since the cross points back to 

the sacrificial death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. Finally from Hebrews 7 we 

learn that God has appointed Jesus Christ to be our High Priest forever. 

 

 Now, as we begin chapter 8 the Word of God presents three more great 

truths about our better Priest. First, Jesus Christ is seated at the right hand of God. 

Second, He serves in the true tabernacle. And three, he is the mediator of a 

better covenant. 

 

Now this is the main point of the things we are saying:  

We have such a High Priest, who is seated at the right  

hand of the throne of the Majesty in the heavens,  
2 a Minister of the sanctuary and of the true tabernacle  

which the Lord erected, and not man. 

(Hebrews 8:1, 2) 

 

 The point of emphasis that Scripture makes here about the priesthood of 

Christ is not just the duration of his priesthood, which is forever, but the location 

of his priesthood. Our High Priest ministers for us at the right hand of God. In fact 

Jesus sits at the right hand of God. The Old Testament priests never sat down, 

because their job was never done. The sacrifices they offered never fully atoned 

for sin. Therefore the sacrifices had to be repeated over and over again. Thus 

there was no place in the temple where the priests could sit. 

 

 But when Jesus Christ offered himself for our sins his one sacrifice was 

effective for all time. When he said on the cross “It is finished”2 it was finished. In 

one glorious act of sacrificial love Jesus accomplished what all the priests and 
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sacrifices of the old covenant could not: the forgiveness of our sins and our 

being reconciled to God. Therefore he sits at the right hand of God, there is no 

more work to do to atone for sins. 

 

 If to sit at the right hand of a monarch means honor, exaltation and 

power, then for Jesus to sit at the right hand of God means he received 

supreme honor. The man Jesus Christ is now crowned with glory and honor. But 

Christ did not receive majesty and glory as something to be selfishly enjoyed. 

Jesus Christ ministers, he serves in the sanctuary and true tabernacle. 

 

 I’ll explain what this means in a minute. But the fact that Jesus serves 

should remind us of what our Lord said in Mark 10. 

 

whoever desires to become great among you shall  

be your servant. 44 And whoever of you desires to be  

first shall be slave of all. 45 For even the Son of Man  

did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give  

His life a ransom for many.” 

  (Mark 10:43-45) 

 

 Greatness lies in serving and our Lord Jesus Christ still serves. I’ll come back 

to how Jesus Christ serves and where he serves in a moment. But I want to share 

another truth with you from Ephesians.  

 

But God, who is rich in mercy, because of His great  

love with which He loved us, 5 even when we were  

dead in trespasses, made us alive together with Christ  

(by grace you have been saved), 6 and raised us up  

together, and made us sit together in the heavenly  

places in Christ Jesus, 

(Ephesians 2:4-6) 

 

 Not only does Jesus Christ sit at the right hand of God, spiritually we do 

too! The verb tenses of “raised” and “made” indicate that our being made to sit 

together with Christ is an immediate result of salvation. Christ sits at the right 

hand of God and in Christ, as our representative, we do too—right now! At this 

very moment you share in Jesus Christ’s exaltation and glory. One day you will 

literally be crowned with glory and honor. But it is yours now by divine decree. 

 

 What does this truth do to your identity? Who are you? Are you a student, 

an employee, a boss, a scientist artist, are you a mom or dad? You may be one 



of these things or more, but you are also an honored and exalted saint.3 You are 

a child of God seated at His right hand in Christ. Allow that truth to determine 

how you think, feel and behave. Now, let us return to Hebrews 8 to see where 

and how Jesus serves. 

 

Now this is the main point of the things we are saying:  

We have such a High Priest, who is seated at the right  

hand of the throne of the Majesty in the heavens,  
2 a Minister of the sanctuary and of the true tabernacle  

which the Lord erected, and not man. 

 
3 For every high priest is appointed to offer both gifts  

and sacrifices. Therefore it is necessary that this One  

also have something to offer. 4 For if He were on earth,  

He would not be a priest, since there are priests who  

offer the gifts according to the law; 5 who serve the  

copy and shadow of the heavenly things, as Moses  

was divinely instructed when he was about to make  

the tabernacle. For He said, “See that you make all things 

according to the pattern shown you on the mountain.”  
 

6 But now He has obtained a more excellent ministry,  

inasmuch as He is also Mediator of a better covenant,  

which was established on better promises. 

(Hebrews 8:1-6) 

 

 Our Lord serves in the sanctuary or holies of the true tabernacle, not the 

copy or shadow. We’ll look at this point in a moment, but how does Jesus Christ 

serve? We know from Hebrews 7:25 that he makes intercession for us, but there is 

more. Verse 3 states that priests offer gifts and sacrifices, thus so too does Jesus 

Christ. Our Lord no longer offers sacrifices for sins. But he does offer gifts. These 

gifts are to us. And as we use them they are to the glory of God.  

 

But to each one of us grace was given according to  

the measure of Christ’s gift. 8 Therefore He says: 

 

“When He ascended on high, 

He led captivity captive, 

And gave gifts to men.” 

 

11 And He Himself gave some to be apostles, some  
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prophets, some evangelists, and some pastors and  

teachers, 12 for the equipping of the saints for the  

work of ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ 

(Ephesians 4:7, 8, 11, 12) 

 

 By his exaltation to the right hand of God Jesus Christ has the authority to 

assign spiritual gifts. Some of these gifts are leadership gifts in the church. There 

are apostles, prophets, evangelists and pastors and teachers. And it is Christ who 

works in these ministries to enable his body, the church, all of us to serve. All of us 

are to be in the work of ministering in some way. 

 

For I say, through the grace given to me, to everyone  

who is among you, not to think of himself more highly  

than he ought to think, but to think soberly, as God has  

dealt to each one a measure of faith. 4 For as we have  

many members in one body, but all the members do  

not have the same function, 5 so we, being many, are  

one body in Christ, and individually members of one  

another.  

 
6 Having then gifts differing according to the grace that  

is given to us, let us use them: if prophecy, let us prophesy  

in proportion to our faith; 7 or ministry4, let us use it in our  

ministering; he who teaches, in teaching; 8 he who exhorts, 

 in exhortation; he who gives, with liberality; he who leads,  

with diligence; he who shows mercy, with cheerfulness. 

(Romans 12:3-8) 

 

 Just as no Israelite could offer a gift to God without a priest, so we cannot 

offer our gifts of service to honor God without a priest—Jesus Christ. He gives the 

gifts and he works in us and he presents our service to God. And what sacrifices 

does our High Priest offer? He offers the sacrifice of our lives and worship.  

 

I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of  

God, that you present your bodies a living sacrifice,  

holy, acceptable to God, which is your reasonable  

service. 2 And do not be conformed to this world,  

but be transformed by the renewing of your mind,  

that you may prove what is that good and acceptable  

and perfect will of God. 

(Romans 12:1, 2) 

 

                                                           
4
 The word “ministry” here does not refer to a church leader but to any kind of practical helpful acts of service. 



 Our whole lives are to be devoted to God. When our attitudes and 

actions are conformed to God’s will Jesus offers this up as a living sacrifice.  

 

Therefore by Him [Christ] let us continually offer the  

sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the fruit of our lips,  

giving thanks to His name. 16 But do not forget to do  

good and to share, for with such sacrifices God is well  

pleased. 

(Hebrews 13:15, 16) 

 

 Sacrifices were extremely important under the old covenant. In fact they 

were offered daily, morning and evening. But the only sacrifices that God 

desires now is for us to live our lives in accordance to His will, to love and serve 

and to give Him thanks and praise. And all of this is offered to God through our 

Lord Jesus Christ. Let me show you one more verse. 

 

Coming to Him as to a living stone, rejected indeed  

by men, but chosen by God and precious, 5 you also,  

as living stones, are being built up a spiritual house,  

a holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices  

acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.  

(1 Peter 2:4, 5) 

 

 As Christians we are so closely identified with Christ that his very life exists in 

us also. And just a he is metaphorically a living stone so too are we. And through 

Christ God is building a dwelling place for Himself. And just as Christ is a priest in 

him we too are priests offering up spiritual sacrifices. Spiritual sacrifices mean 

God honoring work of any kind. It is work done for the glory of God.5 Let’s return 

to Hebrews 8 and read where our Lord serves.  

 

a Minister of the sanctuary and of the true tabernacle  

which the Lord erected, and not man. 3 For every high  

priest is appointed to offer both gifts and sacrifices.  

Therefore it is necessary that this One also have  

something to offer. 4 For if He were on earth, He would  
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not be a priest, since there are priests who offer the gifts  

according to the law; 5 who serve the copy and shadow  

of the heavenly things, as Moses was divinely instructed  

when he was about to make the tabernacle. For He said,  

“See that you make all things according to the pattern  

shown you on the mountain.” 6 But now He has obtained  

a more excellent ministry, inasmuch as He is also Mediator  

of a better covenant, which was established on better  

promises. 

(Hebrews 8:2-6) 

 

 The word “true” in verse 2 is not used here as opposed to false. The Greek 

word refers to that which is genuine, real, not shadowy or symbolic. The 

comparison is between what is symbolic, a type and that which is real and 

permanent.  

 

 God showed Moses a pattern of the true holy place in heaven for building 

the earthly tabernacle and temple. This would be like showing someone a 

photo of Chicago and then having them build a Hollywood set that looked like 

Chicago. Moses knew that the earthly tabernacle was not the true, permanent 

one. But over time, if all you knew was the Hollywood set, you would begin to 

think that it was permanent and real. 

 

 The Old Testament priesthood as good as it was and the temple was a 

mere copy of the true heavenly tabernacle where Christ serves. And the Book of 

Revelation tells us that one day the New Jerusalem will come down from 

heaven to earth. And the holy dwelling place of God will be here on a renewed 

earth forever.6 

 

  But now He has obtained a more excellent ministry,  

inasmuch as He is also Mediator of a better covenant,  

which was established on better promises. 

(Hebrews 8:6) 

 

 After showing us that Jesus Christ has a better priesthood than the 

priesthood of the old covenant, the author of Hebrews will explain that Jesus is 

the Mediator of a better covenant. And we will look at this new covenant in 

detail next Sunday. But I want to bring our attention back to the fact that the 

temple in Jerusalem and its most holy place was a copy, a shadow of what is 

real. 
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 The temple was a physical building. You could see it and touch it. It was 

magnificent. Its doors were covered in gold. But it wasn’t real in the sense that it 

wasn’t permanent. It was transitory. It was ephemeral. Before his arrest and 

crucifixion Jesus predicted the destruction of the temple saying “not one stone 

would be left upon another.”7  

 

 This letter to the Hebrews was written between 67- 69 AD. Not more than 

two years after this letter was first read the temple was totally destroyed along 

with all of Jerusalem. In 70 AD the Roman general Titus destroyed it all. It is 

almost impossible to exaggerate the importance of what happened in 70 AD. 

That was the end of Judaism as it had been known for thousands of years. 

 

 The priesthood came to an end. The animal sacrifices came to an end. 

The worship life that centered at the temple was gone and is gone. Jesus 

predicted it. It was divine judgment. It is a witness to the truth of Christianity. The 

shadow has been replaced by the reality—Jesus Christ.  

 

 This is very important for us to understand for all of life too. As far as 

completeness, perfection and satisfaction the things of life are not as real as the 

eternal. This is why nothing in life satisfies the heart without. Work won’t satisfy 

you unless your work is done for the glory of God. Money won’t satisfy you unless 

it is used for the glory of God. Love won’t satisfy you unless you love with the love 

of God. All of the glory of this world will be gone one day—don’t invest in it.  

 

But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night,  

in which the heavens will pass away with a great noise,  

and the elements will melt with fervent heat; both the  

earth and the works that are in it will be burned up. 

 

11 Therefore, since all these things will be dissolved,  

what manner of persons ought you to be in holy  

conduct and godliness, 12 looking for and hastening  

the coming of the day of God, because of which the  

heavens will be dissolved, being on fire, and the elements  

will melt with fervent heat? 13 Nevertheless we, according  

to His promise, look for new heavens and a new earth in  

which righteousness dwells. 

(2 Peter 3:10-13) 

 

 All that we have done outside of love for God and Christ will one day 

mean nothing. Therefore let us make sure that our hearts are set on the right 
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things, the things of eternity. And that we are living for and have set our hope on 

what is truly real. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


