
Hebrews 10: 26-39 

 

The Just Shall Live By Faith 

 

 

 

 What do you think of Psalm 23? “ The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not 

want.” Or how about John 10:10? Jesus said, “I have come that they may have 

life and…have it more abundantly.” And then there is this great promise in 

Philippians 4:19, “And my God shall supply all your need according to His riches 

in glory by Christ Jesus.” 

 

 These are all wonderful verses of Scripture: great promises. As a pastor or 

Bible teacher you want people to know and believe these promises. You want 

the people you serve to trust that God cares about their needs and concerns. 

But if all you ever teach are verses of Scripture that promise success, prosperity 

and a life of ease here and now, you are doing your people a disservice. 

 

 I have been guilty of this myself. But there was a point in time when I 

realized that as a good minister of Jesus Christ I needed to declare the whole 

counsel of God.1 Life is not always “rosey” for believers. For example Psalm 73 

informs us that in this world the wicked often prosper while the righteous suffer. 

The wicked have “eyes” that “bulge with abundance. They have more than 

heart could wish.”2 

 

 In Matthew 10, Jesus promised his followers that they would be betrayed, 

persecuted, beaten and dragged before councils and courts. Writing to the 

Philippians, not from a plush office but from a prison cell, Paul proclaimed,  

 

For to you it has been granted on behalf of Christ,  

not only to believe in Him, but also to suffer for His sake 

(Philippians 1:29) 

 

And in 2 Timothy 3:12 we read, “Yes, and all who desire to live godly in Christ 

Jesus will suffer persecution.” Now, I guarantee you that you will not see verses 

like this embroidered, framed or posted on your refrigerator! But these verses of 

Scripture are as much God’s Word to us as the others I quoted and should be 

taken to heart.  

 

 The problem with teaching only promises of health, prosperity and success 

is that you will never experience it fully in this life. You will never experience the 
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full redemption of your body until Christ returns. You will never be without trials 

and sufferings in this world. I have been fired from three jobs for being faithful to 

God. And you will never fully live the ultimate more than abundant life until we 

all experience it in the coming kingdom of God. 

 

 So we must learn the whole counsel of God so that we can say what the 

apostle Paul wrote in Philippians 4. 

 

Not that I speak in regard to need, for I have learned  

in whatever state I am, to be content: 12 I know how to  

be abased, and I know how to abound. Everywhere  

and in all things I have learned both to be full and to  

be hungry, both to abound and to suffer need. 13 I can  

do all things through Christ who strengthens me. 

(Philippians 4:11-13) 

 

 The greatest need for every man and woman and boy and girl is not 

material abundance and a life of ease. It is to be saved from the power and 

penalty of sin. Without being saved by God’s grace through faith our ultimate 

destiny is death and destruction. In Psalm 73 that I referenced earlier about how 

the wicked prosper and the righteous suffer, the psalmist said that he was 

jealous and vexed by this until he understood the end of the wicked. They were 

dressed in the finest clothes, but they were sliding towards eternal destruction.3 

 

 Now, I am not saying that we should all be poor. But in the long run, in the 

light of eternity, what does it matter if you live in a palace now, but you are still 

in your sins and your end is death and destruction? Sin leads to death; 

permanent death—annihilation. But God does not want anyone to perish. This is 

why we are told in John 3:16,  

 

For God so loved the world that He gave His only  

begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should  

not perish but have everlasting life. 

 

 This good news of God’s love to us in Jesus Christ reached a community of 

Jews living in Rome in the first century. And many of them realized that Jesus is 

the Messiah, the Savior whom God had promised. And with joy they received 

Jesus Christ as their Lord and Savior. But then immediately after coming to faith 

in Christ these believers were hit by terrible persecution. Some of the believers 

stood firm in their faith. Others had their faith shaken. While others who were 

unsure about Jesus Christ were turning their backs on him; rejecting Jesus as Lord 

and Savior. 
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 So this letter to the Hebrews was written. It was written to encourage 

believers to be strong in the faith, keeping their hearts set on their future reward 

in Christ. Let’s read again some of the verses that encourage us to persevere in 

the faith.  

 

Therefore we must give the more earnest heed to  

the things we have heard, lest we drift away. 

(Hebrews 2:1) 

 

We are to secure our minds and hearts to the truth so that we stay on course 

and don’t drift.  

 

Seeing then that we have a great High Priest who  

has passed through the heavens, Jesus the Son of  

God, let us hold fast our confession. 15 For we do  

not have a High Priest who cannot sympathize with  

our weaknesses, but was in all points tempted as we  

are, yet without sin. 16 Let us therefore come boldly  

to the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy  

and find grace to help in time of need. 

(Hebrews 4:14-16) 

 

We have a great High Priest in Jesus Christ who serves us before God. There is no 

problem in life that we cannot bring to him. In all things he will give us strength 

and wisdom so that we may be our best for God. And finally,  

 

Therefore, brethren, having boldness to enter the  

Holiest by the blood of Jesus, 20 by a new and living  

way which He consecrated for us, through the veil,  

that is, His flesh, 21 and having a High Priest over the  

house of God, 22 let us draw near with a true heart in  

full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled  

from an evil conscience and our bodies washed with  

pure water.  

 
23 Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without  

wavering, for He who promised is faithful. 24 And let us  

consider one another in order to stir up love and good  

works, 25 not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together,  

as is the manner of some, but exhorting one another,  

and so much the more as you see the Day approaching. 

(Hebrews 10:19-25) 

 



What a great encouragement this is! We are totally cleansed and purified so 

that we can draw near to God in full confidence and assurance. We can love 

one another and encourage one another. Although the days grow dark Christ’s 

return is on the horizon. Let’s push towards the goal! 

 

So Hebrews was written to encourage believers to faithfulness. But it was 

also written to truthfully proclaim the horrible result of rejecting Jesus Christ. Let’s 

finish Hebrews 10. 

 

For if we sin willfully after we have received the  

knowledge of the truth, there no longer remains a  

sacrifice for sins, 27 but a certain fearful expectation  

of judgment, and fiery indignation which will devour  

the adversaries. 28 Anyone who has rejected Moses’  

law dies without mercy on the testimony of two or  

three witnesses.  

 
29 Of how much worse punishment, do you suppose,  

will he be thought worthy who has trampled the Son  

of God underfoot, counted the blood of the covenant  

by which he was sanctified a common thing, and  

insulted the Spirit of grace? 30 For we know Him who said, 

“Vengeance is Mine, I will repay,” says the Lord. And  

again, “The LORD will judge His people.” 31 It is a fearful  

thing to fall into the hands of the living God. 

(Hebrews 10:26-31) 

 

 What a somber and I hope and pray sobering passage of Scripture this is! 

What is the willful, deliberate sin that has such a terrible consequence? It is not a 

single act of folly of moral weakness. And it is not the normal growing pains, sins 

and failures of Christians who are still learning to be more and more like Christ.  

 

 The continuous present tense of the phrase “sin willfully” indicates a willful, 

prolonged rejection of the truth about Jesus Christ. The sin is hearing and 

learning and knowing that in love and mercy and grace God gave His only 

begotten Son Jesus Christ to save is from our sins and grant us everlasting life 

and trampling the Son of God underfoot. It is spurning the love that led to the 

cross and insulting God’s grace.  

 

 The only unforgivable sin is to reject the work of God’s Spirit in Jesus Christ. 

It is to treat with cold indifference (and indifference is the cruelest form of hate), 

it is to treat with indifference and reject the love of God in Christ. When a human 

being with free will rejects God and refuses to relate to Him rightly, then there is 

no alternative except to allow that person to do so. 



 

 When you live in this world without Jesus Christ there is no hope of life in 

the age to come, only the prospect of falling under the righteous judgment of 

God. But, what about those who do trust in Christ? Sometimes, in this life, it leads 

to a great trial of endurance. That’s what happened to the Hebrew believers. 

 

But recall the former days in which, after you were  

illuminated, you endured a great struggle with  

sufferings: 33 partly while you were made a spectacle  

both by reproaches and tribulations, and partly while  

you became companions of those who were so treated;  
34 for you had compassion on me in my chains, and joyfully 

accepted the plundering of your goods, knowing that you  

have a better and an enduring possession for yourselves.4 

(Hebrews 10:32-34) 

 

 As a result of their faith in Christ these believers were mocked and 

scorned. They suffered persecution and some were put into prison. Others were 

willing to have compassion on those who were persecuted and stood by them 

and met their needs. As a result the city officials or a mob plundered their 

property. Perhaps their homes were burned or furniture and money taken. 

Perhaps jobs and reputations were lost.  

 

 Sometimes it takes a good deal of courage to let your light shine in a 

world that loves darkness. Or let me put this another way; when you realize the 

treasure you have in Jesus Christ you hold lightly to the things of this world.  

 

 Let me ask a question. Where does this joyful (did you catch that in verse 

34 – joyful?), where does this joyful freedom come from to lose everything the 

world values for the sake of Christ? The answer is found in verses 34 and 35. 

 

for you had compassion on me in my chains, and  

joyfully accepted the plundering of your goods,  

knowing that you have a better and an enduring  

possession for yourselves… 35 Therefore do not cast  

away your confidence, which has great reward. 

 

 These Christians joyfully accepted their trials and the seizure of all their 

property because they really believed they had better treasures in the coming 

kingdom of God. Do you remember what Jesus said? In Matthew 6:21 he said, “ 

…where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.”  
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 These believers found two things that everybody wants. Everyone wants 

the best happiness possible and the longest happiness possible. These Hebrew 

Christians found this in God. Psalm 16:11 says of God, “In Your presence is fullness 

of joy; At Your right hand are pleasures forevermore.” Hebrews 10:34 says that 

you and I have enduring possessions and treasure in God and in Jesus Christ. We 

need to live by faith and endure. 

 

For you have need of endurance, so that after you  

have done the will of God, you may receive the promise: 

 
37 “For yet a little while, 

And He who is coming will come and will not tarry. 
38 Now the just shall live by faith; 

But if anyone draws back, 

My soul has no pleasure in him.” 

 
39 But we are not of those who draw back to perdition,  

but of those who believe to the saving of the soul. 

(Hebrews 10:36-39) 

 

 If we are ever going to be courageous and fearless before an unbelieving 

world, if we are ever going to take the risks necessary to love people and bring 

them to faith in Christ, we are going to have to set our minds on things above 

and not on the things of this world.5 We are going to have to set our faith on the 

hope of glory we will receive when Christ returns.  

 

 What if we spent our time, money and lives as if our hope in Christ was 

true? What if we decided we weren’t going to drift as believers, but we would 

press on to our high calling in Christ6, even in times of great struggles? We 

wouldn’t be perfect, but we would be more like Christ.  

 

 The only way to live like this is by faith that God means what He says. It is 

to see the future that God promises us by faith and to treasure that future more 

than anything in the world. God will work in us to live like this if we want it. Psalm 

23:1 says “The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want.” That promise is really true—

in more ways than one. 
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