
Hebrews 11:1-7 

 

By Faith We Understand 

 

 

 

 Hebrews 11 is one of those great chapters of the Bible. It is like Isaiah 40 

that declares God’s power and might. Or it is like Matthew 5 where we have the 

Beatitudes and the beginning of the Sermon on the Mount. Or like Romans 8 

where we are told that nothing will ever separate us from the love of God in 

Christ. This chapter has been called “The Hall of Fame of Faith” and “The Honor 

Roll of the Faithful.” 

 

 But sadly it has often been separated from its context. And so as we begin 

this chapter I want all of us to understand why it is here and what it has to do 

with all of our lives here and now.  

 

 Last Sunday as we ended Hebrews 10, we were told that some of the 

Hebrew Christians were mocked, scorned, persecuted and put into prison. And 

other believers made the difficult decision to get involved and identify with and 

serve those who were severally persecuted. And verse 34 tells us what 

happened to these people and how they were to think and conduct their lives. 

 

for you had compassion on me in my chains, and  

joyfully accepted the plundering of your goods,  

knowing that you have a better and an enduring  

possession for yourselves in heaven. 35 Therefore do  

not cast away your confidence, which has great  

reward. 36 For you have need of endurance, so that  

after you have done the will of God, you may receive  

the promise: 

 
37 “For yet a little while, 

And He who is coming will come and will not tarry. 
38 Now the just shall live by faith; 

But if anyone draws back, 

My soul has no pleasure in him.” 

 
39 But we are not of those who draw back to perdition,  

but of those who believe to the saving of the soul. 

(Hebrews 10:34-39) 

 



 The kind of life Hebrews is trying to produce is a life that enjoys the good 

days and joyfully endures the very difficult days1 because you know you have 

greater and more enduring riches in Christ. All of Hebrews is designed to show us 

the love of God and the greatness of Jesus Christ so that we are faithful and 

boldly shine as a light in a world that loves darkness. Or to put it another way, 

Hebrews was written to help us treasure Christ and our great reward in him so 

that it affects how we live every single day. 

 

 Therefore, Chapter 11 defines faith and links it with hope to show us that 

through faith we have the power to cast off the charms of the world and live 

wholly for Jesus Christ no matter the cost. Let’s begin. 

 

Now faith is the substance of things hoped for,  

the evidence of things not seen.  

(Hebrews 11:1) 

 

 Here is the biblical definition of faith. It is the only definition of faith in the 

entire Bible. Faith is trusting in and living in a hope so real that it affects all of your 

attitudes and actions. And a biblical hope is something we confidently expect, 

but do not yet fully possess. It is like ordering a product on Amazon.com. You 

have the tracking number and you can follow the packages delivery, but you 

the shipment has not yet arrived.  

 

Faith is the surety of the tracking number. The Greek word translated 

“substance”2  was used in the business culture of the time for a title deed. A title 

deed is an official, legal document that lays claim to something like a house or 

land. You may not yet be actually standing on the land or living in the house, 

but you are absolutely certain those things are yours, because you have the title 

deed.  

 

Therefore faith, biblical faith is not wishful thinking. Nor is it a positive 

mental attitude or confession. Biblical faith is a rock solid conviction that what 

God says is so, is so! So how do we gain this faith? Faith, biblical faith is 

generated by the Word of God. Romans 10:17 tells us that faith comes by 

hearing the Word of God. Some commandment or warning or principle or 

promise of Scripture is revealed to you and you believe it. 

 

If what you hope for is not based on Scripture there is nothing certain to 

believe. Faith is not a power in itself. The power of faith rests solely upon the 

object of your faith. There is a sense in which everyone lives by faith. We eat 

food and drink liquids believing them to be nutritious and safe. But sometimes 
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our faith is misplaced. We put our faith in politicians, doctors and friends. 

Sometimes that faith pays off, but sometimes we are let down. Therefore, the 

real question concerning faith is not do you believe but what and who do you 

believe? Biblical faith trust God who cannot lie.3 Therefore your faith is the title 

deed to what you hope for from God. 

 

Faith sees what unbelief cannot see. Think of two people standing on a 

beach looking out at the ocean. One person sees nothing but a great expanse 

of blue. But the other sees a ship on the horizon coming into the harbor. What 

helped the one to see the ship was a telescope. This is what faith is. It is a spiritual 

telescope that brings the far off promises of God so close to you that it affects 

how you think and feel and act in all things. 

 

Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the  

evidence of things not seen. 2 For by it the elders  

obtained a good testimony. 

(Hebrews 11:1, 2) 

 

 Hebrews 11 is full of the examples of Old Testament men and women 

whom God commends and honors because of their faith that propelled them 

to live for God. What gained God’s approval was not the natural talents of 

these men and women, not their strength or their beauty or skill. God was 

pleased that they trusted Him and lived their lives accordingly.  

 

By faith we understand that the worlds were framed  

by the word of God, so that the things which are seen  

were not made of things which are visible. 

(Hebrews 11:3) 

Faith begins with what God reveals to us about the dawn of creation. This verse 

reveals one of the most profound truths in the Bible. The Greek word translated 

“worlds” is an unusual one.4 It is a difficult word to translate. It can mean this 

world, the universe and ages of time. And so it seems to anticipate our present 

scientific understanding of the cosmos as a space/time/matter continuum. In 

other words, by faith we understand that our world and all of space and time 

were created or framed or prepared by the spoken word of God.5 Psalm 33:6 

informs us “By the word of the Lord the heavens were made, And all the host of 

them by the breath of His mouth.” 
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5 The Greek word translated “word” in verse 3 is not the normal word logos but rhema. A logos is a 
thought or idea either held in your mind or written out. But a rhema is a though spoken forth.  

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+33:6&version=NKJV


The physical universe was not made out of pre-existing material. And all of 

time, the ages of mankind, past, present and future are ordained by God. The 

nature and origin of our universe and the flow of human history cannot be fully 

explained by what we see, hear, smell, taste or touch. Without faith in the Word 

of God we cannot fully explain the universe or why we are here. Even the Big 

Bang theory does not really answer the how or why of life.  

 

The celebrated theoretical physicist Lawrence Krauss at a meeting of the 

Atheist Alliance International asked this question. In light of the entire universe in 

which we are such a small and irrelevant part, why would God make this 

universe for us?6 Now, I understand Dr. Kruass’ question. But we are not the point 

of creation. God is. The universe points us to the Creator. Romans 1 tells us that 

all of creation points to God’s eternal being and power.7You cannot look at 

creation and believe there is no God, unless you purposefully suppress that 

information. 

 

Now, for us, if the spoken Word of God created all that we see and if it 

orders all of life to its grand climax, then by faith we can joyfully hope in all that 

He has promised us. Therefore, now we are given some examples of faith and 

we begin at the dawn of our history. 

 

By faith Abel offered to God a more excellent  

sacrifice than Cain, through which he obtained  

witness that he was righteous, God testifying of his  

gifts; and through it he being dead still speaks. 

(Hebrews 11:4) 

 

 Death is never the last word in the life of a righteous man or woman. Our 

faith can have a ripple effect for generations. By faith we understand that we 

only approach God through an acceptable sacrifice. Both Cain and Abel must 

have heard from God concerning what sacrifice was needed. From genesis 4 

we learn that Abel sacrificed the first born of his flocks. Cain brought the fruit of 

the ground. 

 

 Both brothers knew what God required: life to spare life. By faith Abel 

obeyed, seeing his future hope of everlasting life a greater treasure than the 

animal. Cain believed in God, but he did not believe what God said about the 

sacrifice. He thought his religion was as good as any other approach to God. 

But he was wrong. Abel exemplifies access to God by faith in what God 

requires. 
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By faith Enoch was taken away so that he did not  

see death, “and was not found, because God had  

taken him”; for before he was taken he had this testimony,  

that he pleased God. 

(Hebrews 11:5) 

 

 This verse has been wrongly understood to mean that Enoch never died 

and was taken to heaven. But Enoch did die. If you look at verse 13, after 

naming Abel, Enoch, Noah, Abraham and Sarah we are told “These all died in 

faith, not having received the promises, but having seen them afar off were 

assured of them.” Enoch died and there is an appendix added to the end of this 

teaching to further explain.  

 

 But Genesis 5 tells us that at the age of 65 Enoch began to walk or have 

fellowship with God. He lived in a dark and ungodly time. But by faith he 

pleased God and had fellowship with Him for 300 years. Abel teaches us how 

we come to God and that is by faith in an acceptable sacrifice. Enoch teaches 

us how to fellowship with God and that is by believing he is and by obeying His 

Word. 

 

But without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he  

who comes to God must believe that He is, and that  

He is a rewarder of those who diligently seek Him. 

(Hebrews 11;6) 

 

 Enoch walked with God and pleased God because he believed God’s 

promise of life and glory more than he believed all the deceptive promises of 

the world. A key to faithful endurance, even in dark times, is to believe that God 

is and that He has revealed Himself to us in nature and through His Word and 

that He is a rewarder of those who diligently seek Him. 

 

By faith Noah, being divinely warned of things not  

yet seen, moved with godly fear, prepared an ark  

for the saving of his household, by which he  

condemned the world and became heir of the  

righteousness which is according to faith. 

(Hebrews 11:7) 

 

 Here is the progression of faith. By faith we draw near to God by the 

accepted sacrifice. Secondly, by faith we walk with God and enjoy His 

fellowship knowing that He is a rewarded of those who trust in Him. And thirdly, 

by faith we can then do the work God calls us to do. There were two things that 

Noah saw by faith in God’s Word. He saw the judgment of God upon the 

wicked in a coming flood. And he saw the hope of his salvation in the ark. 



 It’s hard to imagine how God’s message of a great flood sounded to 

Noah. Perhaps we would have tried anything to get out of doing the work Noah 

was called to do. At that time there had never been rain, much less a storm or 

flood. But by faith Noah saw a future judgment and a future hope of salvation. 

And he believed God and acted on that hope of salvation. By faith Noah, with 

godly fear, prepared an ark and saved his family. He had nothing to go on but 

the bare Word of God. 

 

 For many people today Christianity seems as foolish as building an ark did 

in Noah’s day. Nut you reject God’s Word to your own peril. In Matthew 24 Jesus 

Christ spoke of the coming future time of his return to save God’s people and to 

judge the world. 

 

But of that day and hour [of Christ’s return] no one  

knows, not even the angels of heaven, but My Father  

only. 37 But as the days of Noah were, so also will the  

coming of the Son of Man be. 38 For as in the days  

before the flood, they were eating and drinking,  

marrying and giving in marriage, until the day that  

Noah entered the ark, 39 and did not know until the  

flood came and took them all away, so also will the  

coming of the Son of Man be. 

(Matthew 24:36-39) 

 

 No doubt there were a lot of wise and witty people back then who 

mocked Noah, even as people mock Christianity now. There were a lot of 

powerful, wealthy, educated people who rejected Noah’s warning. But then 

the rain began and the waters of the deep broke through the earth’s crust. I 

wonder what the witty and powerful thought when the water came up to their 

necks and Noah and his family were safe in the ark. Let’s return to Hebrews 11. 

 

Now faith is the substance of things hoped for,  

the evidence of things not seen. 

(Hebrews 11:1) 

 

 Faith is the assurance, the confidence, the title deed that you have in 

Jesus Christ a far better, eternal treasure than anything the world can offer. Faith 

allows you to become radically free to love and serve God. It frees you from the 

values and fears that shackle you to this age. 

 

 Faith does not create what we hope for. We do not simply desire 

something and believe for God to serve us. Faith is confidence that what God 

has said, God will bring to pass. Then we live our lives based on that faith. 

 



What Happened to Enoch? 
 
 

 Most Christians commonly assume that Enoch was supernaturally transported to 
heaven while he was still alive and that he is now an immortal human being. Nothing could be 
further from the truth. The Bible does not teach this. In fact no human being who has ever lived 
is now in heaven. In John 3:13, Jesus Christ said that   “No one has ascended to heaven.” The 
only man in the heavens where God dwells is the Lord Jesus Christ.  So what happened to 
Enoch? 
 

Enoch lived sixty-five years, and begot Methuselah. 22 After he  
begot Methuselah, Enoch walked with God three hundred years,  
and had sons and daughters. 23 So all the days of Enoch were  
three hundred and sixty-five years. 24 And Enoch walked with  
God; and he was not, for God took him.  
(Genesis 5:21-24) 
 

Here is what we learn from these verses of Scripture. Enoch had a son named 
Methuselah when he was sixty-five years old. The he walked with God (had a vibrant, faith filled 
relationship with Him) for three hundred years. And all of Enoch’s days were three hundred and 
sixty five years—these were all of his days. Enoch is not still walking with God, he has died. 
Now how do we know that Enoch is dead? 

 
First, the phrase “So all the days of Enoch were” are exactly the same for everyone else 

who is mentioned in Genesis 5, who died. For example, 
 

So all the days that Adam lived were nine hundred and thirty years;  
and he died. (vs. 5) 
 
So all the days of Seth were nine hundred and twelve years; and he  
died. (vs. 8) 
 
So all the days of Enosh were nine hundred and five years; and he died.  
(vs. 11) [my emphasis in bold and underlined] 
 

Granted, Genesis 5:24, does not say that Enoch died. But it does say that “he was not” and this 
is very similar to other sections of Scripture that speak about someone’s death. For example,  
 

I have seen the wicked in great power, 
          And spreading himself like a native green tree. 
  36 Yet he passed away, and behold, he was no more; 
          Indeed I sought him, but he could not be found.   

(Psalm 37:35, 36) 
 



Remove Your gaze from me, that I may regain strength, 
          Before I go away and am no more. 

(Psalm 39:13) [my emphasis in bold] 
 

According to The Enhanced Strong’s Lexicon the phrases “he was not (Gen. 5:24),” “was 
no more (Psalm 37:36)” and “am no more (Psalm 39:13)” all come from the same Hebrew root 
word that means to be nothing or to not exist, in other words to die. This same sort of language 
is found in the New Testament when Herod ordered all the baby boys in Bethlehem who were 
under two years old to be killed.  

 
Then Herod, when he saw that he was deceived by the wise men,  
was exceedingly angry; and he sent forth and put to death all the  
male children who were in Bethlehem and in all its districts, from  
two years old and under, according to the time which he had  
determined from the wise men. 17 Then was fulfilled what was  
spoken by Jeremiah the prophet, saying:  
 

        18 “ A voice was heard in Ramah, 
       Lamentation, weeping, and great mourning, 
       Rachel weeping for her children, 
       Refusing to be comforted, 
       Because they are no more.” 

(Matthew 2:16 - 18) [my emphasis]i 
 

 God had warned Adam that sin would bring death.ii And this is the teaching of the New 
Testament as well.iii And every descendant of Adam’s, including Enoch, has come into this world 
with a sin nature and is thus a sinner and is thus subject to deathiv. Therefore it is logical to 
deduce that Enoch lived three hundred and sixty-five years and then died, even though Genesis 
5:24 says that Enoch “was not, for God took him.”  

 
But there is still another section of Scripture about Enoch that seems perplexing that we 

need to examine. Hebrews 11:5. 
 

By faith Enoch was taken away so that he did not see death, “and  
was not found, because God had taken him”; for before he was  
taken he had this testimony, that he pleased God.  
 

The idea that Enoch never died arises from that the phrase he “was taken away so that 
he did not see death.” The words “taken away” are translated from the Greek word 
metatitheemi which simply means to be moved from one place to another. It does not mean to 
gain immortality. God moved Enoch from one place to another physically on the earth so that 
“he did not see death.” But what does this mean?  

 



It could mean that Enoch never actually saw anyone die. Of all the names mentioned 
before Enoch in Genesis 5, the only one who died before Enoch was Adam. Everyone else 
outlived Enoch. God could have moved Enoch to a geographical location so that he did not see 
Adam or anyone else die. Or it could mean that God moved Enoch so that no one killed himv. 
Enoch lived three generations before Noah and the flood. The Bible says that Enoch boldly 
prophesied against the ungodly and wicked people of his day. Jude says of Enoch, 

 
Now Enoch, the seventh from Adam, prophesied about these men  
also, saying, “Behold, the Lord comes with ten thousands of His saints,  
15 to execute judgment on all, to convict all who are ungodly among  
them of all their ungodly deeds which they have committed in an  
ungodly way, and of all the harsh things which ungodly sinners have  
spoken against Him.” 
(Jude 14, 15) 
 

The Bible is clear that many evil men have killed or attempted to kill the prophets of 
God.vi So God may have protected Enoch from being killed by evil men, because this is how the  
phrase “see death” is used in the Old Testament.  

 
What man can live and not see death? Can he deliver his life  
from the power of the grave? 
(Psalm 89:48) 
 

But Enoch did eventually die. In Hebrews 11, where the Old Testament saints Abel, 
Enoch, Noah, Abraham and Sarah are named, verse 13, states,  

 
   These all died in faith, not having received the promises, but having  

seen them afar off were assured of them 
 

The Word of God is clear: Abel, Enoch, Noah, Abraham and Sarah have all died. They 
have not yet received the promise of everlasting life in the coming kingdom of God. Everyone 
who has ever lived has died. The Apostle Paul in Romans 5, writes about the universality of 
death.  

 
  Therefore, just as through one man sin entered the world, and death  

through sin, and thus death spread to all men, because all sinned—  
13 (For until the law sin was in the world, but sin is not imputed when  
there is no law. 14 Nevertheless death reigned from Adam to Moses,  
even over those who had not sinned according to the likeness of the 
transgression of Adam, who is a type of Him who was to come. 
(Romans 5:12-14) 
 

The apostle tells us that death has spread to all men. Everyone dies because of the sin that 
Adam has passed on to the human race. In fact even those people from “Adam to Moses” who 



were not under the law died.  This would most certainly include Enoch. So where is Enoch? Like 
everyone else who has died Enoch is asleep, unconscious in the grave. Here is what the Word of 
God says about those who have died.  
 

This is an evil in all that is done under the sun: that one thing happens  
to all. Truly the hearts of the sons of men are full of evil; madness is  
in their hearts while they live, and after that they go to the dead.  
4 But for him who is joined to all the living there is hope, for a living  
dog is better than a dead lion. 

        5 For the living know that they will die;  
       But the dead know nothing,  
       And they have no more reward,  
       For the memory of them is forgotten.  

(Ecclesiastes 9:3-5) 
 
Return, O LORD, deliver me! 

          Oh, save me for Your mercies’ sake! 
  5 For in death there is no remembrance of You; 
          In the grave who will give You thanks?  

(Psalm 6:4, 5) 
 
The dead do not praise the LORD, 

          Nor any who go down into silence. 
(Psalm 115:17) 
 

When someone dies they lie without life, unconscious in the grave, until the time of the 
resurrection. The archangel Michael told the prophet Daniel, 

 
 And many of those who sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake,  

        Some to everlasting life,  
        Some to shame and everlasting contempt.  

             (Daniel 12:2) 
 

The Lord Jesus Christ said,  
 
  Do not marvel at this; for the hour is coming in which all who are in  
  the graves will hear His voice 29 and come forth—those who have  
  done good, to the resurrection of life, and those who have done evil,  
  to the resurrection of condemnation.  
  (John 5:28, 29) 
 
And the apostle Paul by revelation declared,  
 
  But now Christ is risen from the dead, and has become the firstfruits  



  of those who have fallen asleep. 21 For since by man came death,  
  by Man also came the resurrection of the dead. 22 For as in Adam all  
  die, even so in Christ all shall be made alive. 23 But each one in his own  
  order: Christ the firstfruits, afterward those who are Christ’s at His coming. 
  (1 Corinthians 15:20-23) 
 
 There is a day coming, with the return of the Lord Jesus Christ, when all of God’s people 
will hear the voice of the Lord Jesus Christ. They will then rise up from the dead to receive 
everlasting life in the kingdom of God upon this earth. Until then Enoch, along with every other 
child of God who has died rests asleep in the grave secure in the promises of God. 
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