
Hebrews 11:8-40 

 

Faithful By Faith 

 

 

 

 This morning we are again in this great eleventh chapter of Hebrews 

which is all about faith. Biblical faith is confidence and trust in God and His 

Word. It is the title deed to all of the promises of God. The last time we were in 

Hebrews 11 we read about three examples of what faith does in the lives of 

Abel, Enoch and Noah. Faith approaches God through the accepted sacrifice. 

Faith enjoys God’s presence and fellowship. And faith carries out the work God 

calls us to do. And then there was that stunning third verse—by faith we 

understand that  the universe and all of life was created by God. And God is 

moving all of history along to its grand climax of salvation and glory. 

 

 In our day however, there aren’t too many people interested in the 

biblical explanation of the beginning and ultimate end of the universe. Society 

has gravitated to more materialistic theories that leave God out of the picture. 

One theory is the Big Bang Theory and new evidence gives this theory credibility. 

But the Big Bang Theory brings us back to the question of who or what was 

before the Big Bang? Science cannot answer that question. 

 

 Now, since the Big Bang Theory leaves room for a Creator some scientists, 

rooted in materialism, have gravitated to the multi-verse theory. This theory 

suggests that there are an infinite number of randomly ordered universes. And 

through some sort of cosmic process we have a planet and perhaps planets 

capable of life. And if there are perhaps an infinite number of universes with the 

possibility of life then there is no need for God. But this still forces the question, 

how did all these universes come to be? 

 

 It astounds me that people who put a premium on scientific evidence 

accept a multi-verse theory without any empirical evidence at all! Sir Frederick 

Hoyle, one of the twentieth century’s most distinguished scientist and an atheist 

made this comment on the reason for the universe, “A common sense 

interpretation of the facts suggests…a super intellect” is involved.1 Indeed! The 

Bible tells us about God who is that super intellect. 

 

 The Bible gives us a reason for everything. It tells us about the origin of the 

universe and life. It tells us why we are here, what our purpose is and what our 

ultimate destiny is. The ideas of an intelligent, all powerful and holy Creator does 

not conflict with reality. It offers insight into our beautiful and crazy world and it 
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reveals to us how we are to live and why. It is this revelation of God, this Word of 

God that has stirred the hearts and minds of men and women since the 

beginning. Believing and obeying God has made ordinary men and women 

into extraordinary people. Men and women like Abraham and Sarah. 

 

By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to  

go out to the place which he would receive as an  

inheritance. And he went out, not knowing where he  

was going. 9 By faith he dwelt in the land of promise  

as in a foreign country, dwelling in tents with Isaac  

and Jacob, the heirs with him of the same promise;  
10 for he waited for the city which has foundations,  

whose builder and maker is God. 

(Hebrews 11:8-10) 

 

 Abraham shows us that faith and obedience can never be separated. 

God’s call to him meant that he had to leave everything he knew for the 

unknown.2 Abraham’s faith took a risk according to the Word of God and it 

rested securely on the Word of God. God promised to make Abraham the 

father of multitudes and to give him all the land of Canaan. Abraham lived in 

the land God promised him, but he never owned any of it except the burial 

ground he bought when his wife Sarah died. And he only lived to see Sarah’s 

son Isaac and grandson, Jacob. He lived a harsh, hard life. How did he do it? He 

built his life on the promise of God. 

 

for he waited for the city which has foundations,  

whose builder and maker is God. 

 

 Here is where we begin to see the hope that energized Abraham’s faith. 

By faith Abraham saw past the dusty land of Canaan to the reality of the age to 

come and the land, indeed the world3 he would certainly inherit. Like Abraham 

we too are pilgrims and resident aliens in this present age. Jesus said that 

although we are in the world we are not of it.4 We don’t feel at home here—or 

we shouldn’t. More and more the things of this world should not attract us. Our 

hearts should be focused on the age to come. I’m not saying that we shouldn’t 

enjoy life, only that we should not be deceived by it. Don’t invest yourself too 

deeply into this world. The apostle John tells us that it is all passing away.5 

 

By faith Sarah herself also received strength to conceive  
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seed, and she bore a child when she was past the age,  

because she judged Him faithful who had promised.  
12 Therefore from one man, and him as good as dead,  

were born as many as the stars of the sky in multitude— 

innumerable as the sand which is by the seashore. 

(Hebrews 11:11, 12) 

 

 Sarah bore the pain and shame of barrenness for most of her life. And 

though at first she doubted God’s Word about having a son in her old age she 

learned to trust God. Verse 11 speaks volumes about Sarah’s heart: “she judged 

Him Faithful who had promised.” 

 

These all died in faith, not having received the promises, 

but having seen them afar off were assured of them, 

embraced them and confessed that they were strangers  

and pilgrims on the earth. 14 For those who say such things  

declare plainly that they seek a homeland. 15 And truly if  

they had called to mind that country from which they had  

come out, they would have had opportunity to return.  
16 But now they desire a better, that is, a heavenly country. 

Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God,  

for He has prepared a city for them. 

(Hebrews 11:13-16) 

 

 In flying an airplane there is what is called the point of no return. When the 

aircraft has reached this point there is not enough fuel to turn back. You can 

only go forward to your destination. Imagine how many times Abraham and 

Sarah stepped out of their tent and looked upon some village or city or lush 

pasture land, like Lot did and thought about the comfort of those places. But 

Abraham and Sarah had reached the point of no return. As the old song says 

this world was not their home. They were just passing through.6 

 

 The two key words here are “seek” in verse 14 and “desire” in verse 16. 

Faith brought Abraham and Sarah a vision of a world more to be desired than 

this one. God’s promise of a Savior and a redeemed world burned so brightly in 

the hearts that even the best of this world could not entice them to turn back. 

 

By faith Abraham, when he was tested, offered up Isaac,  

and he who had received the promises offered up his only 

begotten son, 18 of whom it was said, “In Isaac your seed  

shall be called,” 19 concluding that God was able to raise  

him up, even from the dead, from which he also received  
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him in a figurative sense. 

(Hebrews 11:17-19) 

 

 What a fearful and trembling moment this would have been for me had I 

been in Abraham’s place. But by faith Abraham understood God’s promise to 

him of a son and a multitude of descendants and that through his seed all the 

people of the world would be blessed. By faith he understood that God would 

be faithful and keep His promise. And so he believed that if God required the life 

of Isaac then God would  raise Isaac up from the dead in order to keep His 

Word.  

 

 Here is the point for you and me: Abraham was willing to sacrifice what he 

loved the most to obey God. God must come first of he comes nowhere. But 

when we delight ourselves in the Lord He gives us the desires of our hearts.7 

Abraham was willing, by faith, to let go of Isaac and God returned Isaac to him 

and through Isaac and Abraham ultimately came the Redeemer of all, the Lord 

Jesus Christ.  

 

By faith Isaac blessed Jacob and Esau concerning  

things to come. 21 By faith Jacob, when he was dying,  

blessed each of the sons of Joseph, and worshiped,  

leaning on the top of his staff. 22 By faith Joseph, when  

he was dying, made mention of the departure of the  

children of Israel, and gave instructions concerning his  

bones. 

(Hebrews 11:20-22) 

 

 One thing links these three examples of faith together. In each case it was 

the faith of a man near death. By faith they passed on the blessings and the 

promises of God to their children. None of these men experienced the fulfillment 

of God’s promises. They did not live to see the Savior nor did they inherit the 

world. This is why they took the passing on of God’s Word and blessing so 

seriously. 

 

 Like those men each and every one of us is a link in the chain of God’s 

promise of salvation. I am saved because someone believed and passed on the 

truth to me and the same is true for you. Now we must pass on the truth to others 

who will pick up the baton and run the race. And so passing on the truth and 

the blessings to their children each of these men by faith died in hope and not in 

despair.  

By faith Moses, when he was born, was hidden three  

months by his parents, because they saw he was a  
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beautiful child; and they were not afraid of the king’s  

command. 24 By faith Moses, when he became of age,  

refused to be called the son of Pharaoh’s daughter,  
25 choosing rather to suffer affliction with the people of  

God than to enjoy the passing pleasures of sin,  
26 esteeming the reproach of Christ greater riches than  

the treasures in Egypt; for he looked to the reward. 

(Hebrews 11:23-26) 

 

 Faith will always make itself known by its choices. When Pharaoh ordered 

the death of Hebrew boys, Moses’ parents by faith hid their son. By faith, as a 

man, having power and wealth and the good life, Moses chose to suffer 

affliction with the people of God than keep the treasures of Egypt. In the same 

way all of us have to make the decision: for what will you live, for whom will you 

live? And is it worth the cost?  

 

Jesus said, “What does it profit a man if he gains the whole world, and 

loses his soul?”8 To live solely for this world is to lose that which is real because it is 

eternal. The rewards of this world are fleeting and momentary, especially in 

comparison to our future glory in Christ. 

 

By faith he forsook Egypt, not fearing the wrath of the  

king; for he endured as seeing Him who is invisible.  
28 By faith he kept the Passover and the sprinkling of  

blood, lest he who destroyed the firstborn should touch  

them. 29 By faith they passed through the Red Sea as by  

dry land, whereas the Egyptians, attempting to do so,  

were drowned. 

(Hebrews 11:27-29) 

 

 Faith risks, because faith rests upon the power of God. Our fears are often 

due to the fact that we spend so little time in the presence of God. The secret of 

powerful Christian living is to face God before we face the world. 

 

 Now the next eleven verses of Scripture make up one of the most 

profound passages in the Bible. In fact the last six are crucial to blowing away 

the false teaching about what faith is and what faith does. There are many who 

teach that a life of faith will bring health, wealth and success. It is taught that 

where those things are lacking it is because faith is lacking. This never seemed to 

fully line up for me as far as what the Bible actually teaches. So follow closely 

with me. I could spend hours here just as I could in this whole chapter, but I don’t 
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want us to lose the forest for the trees. Here’s the first truth: through faith God 

can and does work miracles to deliver His people. 

 

By faith the walls of Jericho fell down after they were  

encircled for seven days. 31 By faith the harlot Rahab  

did not perish with those who did not believe, when  

she had received the spies with peace. 
32 And what more shall I say? For the time would fail me  

to tell of Gideon and Barak and Samson and Jephthah,  

also of David and Samuel and the prophets: 33 who  

through faith subdued kingdoms, worked righteousness,  

obtained promises, stopped the mouths of lions,  
34 quenched the violence of fire, escaped the edge of  

the sword, out of weakness were made strong, became  

valiant in battle, turned to flight the armies of the aliens.  
35 Women received their dead raised to life again. 

(Hebrews 11:30-35a) 

 

 Most of the events here are what we would call miracles. Through faith 

God works in extraordinary ways to help His people and to rescue them from 

harm or death. God also works through acts of providence. For example Rahab 

had heard about God’s power and she hid the Jewish spies and she and her 

family were saved when everyone else perished. 

 

 Then God delivers by miracles like when Shadrach, Meshach and 

Abednego survived the fiery furnace. So God delivers by providence, caring for 

His people and by miracle. Here’s the second truth and it is hard to take, but it is 

just as true as the first truth. God does not always work miracles for His people. 

But by faith He does empower and sustain His people even in the most horrible 

of circumstances.  

 

Women received their dead raised to life again. 

Others were tortured, not accepting deliverance,  

that they might obtain a better resurrection.  

(Hebrews 11:35) 

 

 Now, let me stop here. Do you see the difference? By faith some people 

had their dead raised back to life. They were resurrected. But others, by faith 

were tortured and died in hope of a better resurrection. Why is it better? It is 

better because the first group of people died again. The second group will be 

brought into everlasting life in the age to come. Now, let’s go on. 

 

Still others had trial of mockings and scourgings, yes,  

and of chains and imprisonment. 37 They were stoned,  



they were sawn in two, were tempted, were slain with  

the sword. They wandered about in sheepskins and  

goatskins, being destitute, afflicted, tormented—  
38 of whom the world was not worthy. They wandered in  

deserts and mountains, in dens and caves of the earth.  
39 And all these, having obtained a good testimony through  

faith, did not receive the promise, 

 (Hebrews 11:36-39) 

 

 God does not always provide us with miracles, comforts and ease. By faith 

He can empower us to endure the pains of life. True saving faith is no guarantee 

of comfort and security in this life. It is terribly important for all of us to see that 

the pain and misery all these people faced was by faith! This truth brackets 

these verses like bookends. Here it is: 

 

who through faith subdued kingdoms, worked righteousness 

(v. 33) 

 

Now look at verse 39 after referring to these terrible trials. 

 

And all these, having obtained a good testimony through  

faith, did not receive the promise, 

(Hebrews 11:39) 

 

 All of these people who suffered gained God’s approval by what they 

endured by faith. Their miseries and sufferings were not diminished, but endured 

by faith. To me this is immensely comforting. It is one thing to endure trials. But 

another to have miserable comforters who tell you that your trials are because 

you lack faith. I would never want to burden someone by telling him or her that. 

 

 And so if you come to endure sufferings or some great trial in your life, 

pray and believe for deliverance. But like Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego 

be ready to say by faith, our God will deliver us, but if He does not we would 

rather burn than bow.9 God doesn’t grade His people on how rich they are but 

on how faithful we are. By faith we can be faithful no matter what we face.  

 

And all these, having obtained a good testimony  

through faith, did not receive the promise, 40 God  

having provided something better for us, that they  

should not be made perfect apart from us. 

(Hebrews 11:39, 40) 
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 Every man and woman named in this chapter gained God’s approval by 

their faith. But they have not yet received the ultimate promise of everlasting life 

on a renewed earth in the kingdom of God. The final unfolding of God’s power 

and greatness to us through Jesus Christ will be seen and received by all of 

God’s people, Old Testament and New Testament, at the same time, together. 

All of the faithful of every age are saved and will be made perfect together in 

Jesus Christ. What a day of rejoicing that will be! 

 

 This chapter depicts our family, our heritage. Do you want to know your 

history, who you are, where you came from and where you are going? You and 

I come from a long line of men and women of faith. Lt us be true tour heritage 

and having done all—stand.10 
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