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 A part of Ephesians chapter 3 is a prayer and we will read that prayer a 

little later on. But right now let’s just read the praise to God given at the end of 

the prayer.  

 

Now to Him who is able to do exceedingly abundantly  

above all that we ask or think, according to the power  

that works in us, 21 to Him be glory in the church by Christ  

Jesus to all generations, forever and ever. Amen. 

(Ephesians 3:20, 21) 

 

 The Greek word translated “power” in verse 20 is dunamis. We get our 

English words dynamo, dynamic and dynamite from dunamis. Therefore there is 

within us a dynamic power that can be at work in our lives. That power is in the 

gift of the holy Spirit, which is the empowering presence of God in Christ in us. 

This awesome power can be demonstrated in the power manifestations of faith, 

working of miracles and gifts of healings. Today we are going to examine the 

manifestations of faith and the working of miracles.  

 

 By the way, the Greek word for “miracles” is the same Greek word, 

dunamis, translated “power” in Ephesians 3:20. So let’s read that verse again, 

but this time we will substitute the word “miracle” for the word “power.” I think 

you will be surprised by the implication. 

 

Now to Him who is able to do exceedingly abundantly  

above all that we ask or think, according to the miracle  

that works in us 

 

 Wow! God can do exceedingly abundantly above all that we ask or think, 

according to the miracle that works in us! Have you ever thought about the fact 

that there is a miracle at work in you? There is. As a Christian you have the gift of 

the holy Spirit which is the empowering, miracle working power of God in Christ 

in you. And the miracle at work in you, if we allow that power to work1, is that 

every day we can think and feel and behave more and more like the Lord Jesus 

Christ. We will live a life of love for others and we will desire to manifest the Spirit 
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 We allow the power of the Spirit to work in our lives by knowing and being obedient to the written Word of God 
– Romans 8:5, 6; 12: 1, 2 



for both our own good and for the benefit of the church. Here are the definitions 

of the manifestations of faith and working of miracles. 

 

 The manifestation of faith is the ability to trust in and actively believe God 

to bring to pass what He has revealed to you, even in the most difficult 

and seemingly impossible of circumstances. 

 

And 

 

 The working of miracles is a manifestation of divine power to accomplish 

or cause to come to pass what would be impossible by natural means 

according to what God has revealed to you. 

 

Now the manifestation of faith is the very foundation for the operation of 

working of miracles and gifts of healings. The manifestation of faith is a God 

empowered conviction, trust, confidence and assurance that God can 

accomplish in and through you what He has said. Let me share a principle that is 

at work in genuine faith and also in the manifestation of faith. 

 

So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the  

word of God. 

(Romans 10:17) 

 

 Faith comes by hearing the Word of God. You cannot believe or have 

faith in the good news of Jesus Christ in order to be saved until after you hear 

the good news. You cannot believe John 3:16, 

 

For God so loved the world that He gave His only  

begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should  

not perish but have everlasting life. 

 

until after you hear it. That makes sense, right? Sure 

 

 In the same way you cannot operate the manifestation of faith, to bring 

to pass the seemingly impossible, until God reveals to you what to trust in and 

believe. Here is an example. In Exodus 14, we have the account of Moses 

parting the Red Sea. The people of Israel had just been set free from slavery in 

Egypt. But Pharaoh and his army were in hot pursuit. So there was Moses and the 

people caught between the Red Sea and Pharaoh’s army. What were the 

people to do? 

 

And when Pharaoh drew near, the children of Israel  

lifted their eyes, and behold, the Egyptians marched  

after them. So they were very afraid, and the  



children of Israel cried out to the LORD. 11 Then they  

said to Moses, “Because there were no graves in  

Egypt, have you taken us away to die in the wilderness?  

Why have you so dealt with us, to bring us up out of  

Egypt? 12 Is this not the word that we told you in Egypt,  

saying, ‘Let us alone that we may serve the Egyptians’?  

For it would have been better for us to serve the Egyptians  

than that we should die in the wilderness.” 

 
13 And Moses said to the people, “Do not be afraid.  

Stand still, and see the salvation of the LORD, which He  

will accomplish for you today. For the Egyptians whom  

you see today, you shall see again no more forever.  
14 The LORD will fight for you, and you shall hold your peace.” 

 
15 And the LORD said to Moses, “Why do you cry to Me?  

Tell the children of Israel to go forward. 16 But lift up your  

rod, and stretch out your hand over the sea and divide it.  

And the children of Israel shall go on dry ground through  

the midst of the sea. 

(Exodus 14:10-16) 

 

 Can you imagine being in such a horrible situation? There is naturally 

speaking no way to escape death at the hands of Pharaoh’s army. The lives of 

hundreds of thousands of people are at stake. And Moses looks to God for help. 

And God said to hold up a stick and the Red Sea will part and you will cross over 

on dry ground. 

 

 Really? Can we wrap our faith around the idea of holding up a stick and 

the Red Sea will part? How do you do that? The answer is that God must 

graciously energize the manifestation of faith within us. And that is exactly what 

He did for Moses. But we must want to believe and have faith as well. God will 

not force us to trust Him. And if doubts are in your heart you can pray what the 

father with the possessed child prayed. He said, “Lord, I believe, help my 

unbelief.”2 Moses manifested faith and here is what happened.  

 

Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea;  

and the LORD caused the sea to go back by a strong  

east wind all that night, and made the sea into dry land,  

and the waters were divided. 22 So the children of Israel  

went into the midst of the sea on the dry ground, and  

the waters were a wall to them on their right hand and  
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on their left.  

(Exodus 14:21, 22) 

 

 While it is important for us to pray for God to do a miracle, and He will, 

when He gives you revelation to act, then it is time to act. When Jesus Christ told 

Peter to get out of the boat and walk on a storm tossed sea, he didn’t want 

Peter to pray. “Oh, Lord, you have commanded me to walk on water. Now, 

therefore, I your servant humbly beseech thee…” NO! Jesus said to Peter get out 

of the boat! And Peter did exactly that and he walked on the water. Yes, Peter 

then became afraid and began to sink. But he cried for help and Jesus Christ 

graciously and lovingly rescued him.3 

 

 Our great God made a promise to us in Psalm 50. He said, “Call upon me 

in the day of trouble; I will deliver you, and you shall glorify Me.”4 We can always 

depend on God and His love and grace. Our God takes delight not in making 

demands, but in meeting needs. 

 

 When God has work for you to do and you desire to serve He will energize 

the manifestation of faith. And you will have the confidence, trust and 

assurance to do what He has called you to do. We see this revealed over and 

over again in Hebrews 11. 

 

By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to  

go out to the place which he would receive as an  

inheritance. And he went out, not knowing where  

he was going. 9 By faith he dwelt in the land of promise  

as in a foreign country, dwelling in tents with Isaac and  

Jacob, the heirs with him of the same promise; 10 for he  

waited for the city which has foundations, whose builder  

and maker is God. 

 
11 By faith Sarah herself also received strength to conceive  

seed, and she bore a child when she was past the age,  

because she judged Him faithful who had promised.  
12 Therefore from one man, and him as good as dead,  

were born as many as the stars of the sky in multitude— 

innumerable as the sand which is by the seashore. 

(Hebrews 11:8-12) 

 

 God called Abraham and Sarah and made a promise to them. And they 

accomplished by faith the seemingly impossible, especially in regards to their 
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having a son. Let’s read Romans 4 and we will see again this manifestation of 

faith again. 

 

[Abraham] contrary to hope, in hope believed,  

so that he became the father of many nations,  

according to what was spoken, “So shall your  

descendants be.” 19 And not being weak in faith,  

he did not consider his own body, already dead  

(since he was about a hundred years old), and the  

deadness of Sarah’s womb. 20 He did not waver at  

the promise of God through unbelief, but was  

strengthened in faith, giving glory to God, 21 and  

being fully convinced that what He had promised  

He was also able to perform. 

(Romans 4:18-21) 

 

There is the manifestation of faith: Abraham was “fully convinced that what God 

had promised He was able to perform.” 

 

 Now, the manifestation of working of miracles follows the manifestation of 

faith. The Greek word translated “working” is energeema. And it means to 

energize or to put into operation. And the Greek word translated “miracles” as I 

mentioned earlier is dunamis, which means power and might. Therefore the 

manifestation of miracles is any kind of activity where God’s power is evident. 

And notice that the word “miracles” is plural! God does not want to be stingy 

with His power within you. Our God is a wonder working God. 

 

 Also a miracle is not something that you decide to do alone without God 

revealing His will to you. God is not a Cosmic Bell-hop at your command. God 

must reveal His will to you. God can do miracles with you, but we cannot 

without Him. But you must also desire to serve; you must desire to manifest the 

Spirit. When you are living life fully for God, God can work in you.  

 

 In Acts 3, Peter and John had been arrested for healing a man who had 

been lame or crippled. And when asked how the miracle happened they 

declared that it was in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ. So the authorities 

threated Peter and John with greater punishment if they kept teaching about 

Jesus Christ. And here is the prayer they prayed with their fellow believers and 

the power that followed. 

 

And being let go, they went to their own companions  

and reported all that the chief priests and elders had  

said to them. 24 So when they heard that, they raised  

their voice to God with one accord and said: “Lord,  



You are God, who made heaven and earth and the  

sea, and all that is in them, 25 who by the mouth of  

Your servant David have said: 

 

‘Why did the nations rage, 

And the people plot vain things? 
26 The kings of the earth took their stand, 

And the rulers were gathered together 

Against the LORD and against His Christ.’ 

 
27 “For truly against Your holy Servant Jesus, whom  

You anointed, both Herod and Pontius Pilate, with  

the Gentiles and the people of Israel, were gathered  

together 28 to do whatever Your hand and Your purpose 

determined before to be done. 29 Now, Lord, look on  

their threats, and grant to Your servants that with all  

boldness they may speak Your word, 30 by stretching out  

Your hand to heal, and that signs and wonders may be  

done through the name of Your holy Servant Jesus.” 

 
31 And when they had prayed, the place where they were 

assembled together was shaken; and they were all filled  

with the Holy Spirit, and they spoke the word of God with  

boldness. 32 Now the multitude of those who believed were  

of one heart and one soul; neither did anyone say that any  

of the things he possessed was his own, but they had all  

things in common. 33 And with great power the apostles  

gave witness to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus. And  

great grace was upon them all. 

(Acts 4:23-33) 

 

 The words “great power” in verse 33 could easily be translated as “great 

miracles.” Miracles happen not to entertain us or to make life more comfortable, 

but to make known the love and power of God and the salvation received by 

faith in Jesus Christ. When we are living a life of faith, hope and love, when we 

desire to serve, God can and will reveal to us to believe for miracles.  

 

But the greatest miracle of all is the miracle of being saved, the miracle of 

the new birth. Oh, I know it doesn’t seem like it, but it is. Just think about this with 

me. Scripture declares that once we were dead in trespasses and sins.5 There 

was no spiritual divine life in us at all. We were held captive to the selfish, 

destructive power of sin. But now, by faith in Jesus Christ, the Spirit of the living 
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God is in us! We have been regenerated and renewed by the holy Spirit.6And 

we can grow to become more and more like Jesus Christ in our thinking and 

feeling and behavior—that’s a miracle! Let’s return now to where we began in 

Ephesians 3. And this is my prayer for both you and me. 

 

For this reason I bow my knees to the Father of our  

Lord Jesus Christ, 15 from whom the whole family in  

heaven and earth is named, 16 that He would grant  

you, according to the riches of His glory, to be  

strengthened with might through His Spirit in the inner  

man, 

(Ephesians 3:14-16) 

 

 The Greek word translated “might” in verse 16 is from the Greek word 

dunamis. And remember this is the same word translated “miracles” in the 

manifestation of miracles. This is a tremendous promise! We can be 

strengthened with power and might—with miracles in our inner man, in our heart 

of hearts. And what is the reason and purpose of these powerful miracles? 

 

that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith; that  

you, being rooted and grounded in love, 18 may be  

able to comprehend with all the saints what is the width  

and length and depth and height— 19 to know the love  

of Christ which passes knowledge; that you may be filled  

with all the fullness of God. 

  (Ephesians 3:17-19) 

  

 The purpose for the power and miracle is that Christ may dwell in our 

hearts by faith. As I said the greatest miracle in the world is to be saved and to 

become a child of God. But the idea behind the phrase “that Christ may dwell 

in your hearts” is not related to our salvation, but to our transformation. It is the 

idea that Christ so fills up our heart and overflows it, so that our thoughts and 

attitudes and desires and actions are like his. 

 

 When that happens we can fully grasp the love of God and be filled with 

all the fullness of God. There my dear friends is a manifestation of miracles! Filled 

with all the fullness of God. Think about the implications of this truth. We can 

obey God like Christ obeyed. We can love like Christ loves. We can be kind and 

joyful and faithful and serve in love. This is the reason for the Spirit of God in us. 

What can be said in the light of this great reality? Only praise to God.  

Now to Him who is able to do exceedingly abundantly  

above all that we ask or think, according to the power  
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[miracle working power] that works in us, 21 to Him be  

glory in the church by Christ Jesus to all generations,  

forever and ever. Amen. 

(Ephesians 3:20, 21) 

 

 Our God is able to do exceedingly abundantly above all that we can ask 

or think according to the power—the miracle working power that works in us. Let 

ius think, let us ask for our good and God’s glory. 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

  

 


