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 When we were last in John 13 Jesus had just announced that one of his 

disciples would betray him. It’s not hard to imagine that when the disciples 

heard this they were concerned. It was already evident that the Jewish leaders 

had rejected Jesus. A traitor among them would tarnish them all even more. 

And perhaps they feared that if Jesus were to be crucified their ministry would 

be over. And they might as well forget the coming kingdom of God too. But 

then Jesus said what we read in verse 20. 

 

Most assuredly, I say to you,  

he who receives whomever I  

send receives Me; and he who 

receives Me receives Him who  

sent Me. 

 

 Judas would indeed betray Christ. And Jesus would be crucified. But 

rather than being the end of all things this was really a new beginning. The 

apostles would be ambassadors for Christ—there was more to come, much 

more! 

 

 As we close chapter 13 of John there are three sections. First Judas is 

revealed as the traitor. Secondly, the Lord speaks of glory and love. And finally 

we see the weakness of Peter.  

 

When Jesus had said these things,  

He was troubled in spirit, and testified  

and said, “Most assuredly, I say to you,  

one of you will betray Me.” 22 Then the  

disciples looked at one another,  

perplexed about whom He spoke. 

(John 13:21, 22) 

 

 Jesus was deeply disturbed over the betrayal by Judas. And he was 

pained with the idea of dying on the cross. If we think of Jesus being stoic 

through this whole process we’re wrong, because he was deeply disturbed. So 



much so that when he later goes to the Garden of Gethsemane to pray his 

sweat became like great drops of blood.  

 

 At times we wrongly assume that Jesus was never bothered by things like 

we are. We wrongly think that he had spiritual resources that we do not have. 

But this is not the teaching of God’s Word. In Hebrews 4 we are told that our Lord 

was tempted in all points as we are yet without sin. And so if we know 

discouragement, he knew discouragement. If we know sorrow, then he knew 

sorrow. But Jesus Christ overcame every distress and temptation by praying. And 

so in Hebrews 4:16 we are told,  

 

Let us therefore come boldly to  

the throne of grace, that we may  

obtain mercy and find grace to  

help in time of need. 

 

 So Jesus repeats that he will be betrayed and the disciples are perplexed. 

According to Matthew, Mark and Luke all the disciples ask, “Is it I?” Even Judas 

pretending ignorance asks, “Rabbi, Is it I?”1 No one suspects Judas. In fact he 

was their treasurer. You only make someone the treasurer when you trust that 

person. Gee, I just thought…I’ve never been asked to be a treasurer, hmm. 

 

Now there was leaning on Jesus’  

bosom one of His disciples, whom  

Jesus loved. 24 Simon Peter therefore  

motioned to him to ask who it was  

of whom He spoke. 25 Then, leaning  

back on Jesus’ breast, he said to Him,  

“Lord, who is it?” 26 Jesus answered,  

“It is he to whom I shall give a piece  

of bread when I have dipped it.” 

(John 13:23-26) 

 

 The Lord’s answer to Peter’s and John’s question was an act of grace to 

Judas. The host of a meal would often dip a piece of bread into a sauce or stew 

and in a display of honor give it to one of his guests. This act of kindness should 

have broken Judas’ heart, but instead it sealed his destiny. 

 

Now after the piece of bread,  

Satan entered him. Then Jesus  

said to him, “What you do, do  

quickly.” 28 But no one at the  
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table knew for what reason He  

said this to him. 29 For some thought,  

because Judas had the money box,  

that Jesus had said to him, “Buy those  

things we need for the feast,” or that  

he should give something to the poor. 
30 Having received the piece of bread,  

he then went out immediately. And it  

was night. 

(John 13:27-30) 

 

 Judas knew he was found out. Jesus knew who would betray him. And 

Judas left immediately and John wrote “And it was night.” More is meant here, I 

believe, than the fact that the sun went down. In John 8:12 Jesus said, “I am the 

light of the world. He who follows Me shall not walk in darkness, but have the 

light of life.” 

 

 To follow Christ is to have light, to leave Christ is to go into darkness, not 

the darkness of physical night but into everlasting darkness and death. In the 

second to the last book of the New Testament Jude, one of the brothers of Jesus 

wrote about those people who are like “wandering stars, for whom is reserved 

the blackness of darkness forever.”2 

 

 Now there are times when, even as believers, we may go through what is 

called “the dark night of the soul.” Contrary to the old song every day with Jesus 

is not necessarily sweeter than the day before. But we do always have hope, 

because we have God. And therefore Psalm 30:5 says, “Weeping may endure 

for a night, but joy comes in the morning.” There will be no morning joy for Judas, 

only the blackness of darkness forever.” Now with Judas gone Jesus speaks of 

glory and love. 

 

So, when he had gone out, Jesus said,  

“Now the Son of Man is glorified, and  

God is glorified in Him. 32 If God is  

glorified in Him, God will also glorify Him  

in Himself, and glorify Him immediately. 

(John 13:30, 32) 

 

 With Judas’ departure to betray Christ the death of Christ on the cross is 

basically a done deal. And Jesus said, “Now is the Son of Man glorified.” Was 

there really glory in the cross? Yes! Because at the cross Jesus performed the 
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greatest work in all of history, the salvation of doomed sinners. Romans 5:18, 19 

sates,  

 

Therefore, as through one man’s offense  

judgment came to all men, resulting in  

condemnation, even so through one  

Man’s righteous act the free gift came  

to all men, resulting in justification of life.  
19 For as by one man’s disobedience  

many were made sinners, so also by  

one Man’s obedience many will be  

made righteous. 

 

 And God was glorified at the cross as well. There His justice to punish sins 

and His love to save sinners was on full display. Glory is something all of us desire. 

We want to be recognized. We want people to think highly of us. The secret to 

obtaining glory is to follow Christ. It is attained by loving others in both word and 

deed. Therefore Jesus gave a new commandment.  

 

Little children, I shall be with you a  

little while longer. You will seek Me;  

and as I said to the Jews, ‘Where I  

am going, you cannot come,’ so  

now I say to you. 34 A new  

commandment I give to you, that  

you love one another; as I have  

loved you, that you also love one  

another. 35 By this all will know that  

you are My disciples, if you have love  

for one another. 

(John 13:33-35) 

 

 Jesus tells the disciples that he is going away. He will die, be resurrected 

and ascend into heaven. The disciples and we cannot follow Christ there now. 

So a commandment is given for us to love one another as Christ has loved us. 

Here’s the link between Christ going away and our commandment to love. The 

only example of true godly love the world has ever known was in the life of Jesus 

Christ. he will prove that love by going to the cross. But then he will be raised up 

from the dead to heaven. How then are men and women to see and 

understand the love of God? The answer is through disciples who love like Jesus 

loved.  

 

 The world then as now suffers from deep gulfs of separation. We are 

divided by political differences, racial differences, sexual differences and social 



status differences. Humanity is cut up into alien fragmentation. We can only be 

healed and reconciled to one another by the love of God manifested in us. The 

very life of God in Christ is in us by way of the holy Spirit. And thus God’s love is in 

us and is to be shared. In 1 Corinthians 13 it is written,  

 

Love suffers long and is kind;  

love does not envy; love does  

not parade itself, is not puffed up;  
5 does not behave rudely, does  

not seek its own, is not provoked,  

thinks no evil; 6 does not rejoice in  

iniquity, but rejoices in the truth;  
7 bears all things, believes all things,  

hopes all things, endures all things. 
8 Love never fails.  

(1 Corinthians 13:4-8) 

 

 Now replace the word love with the name “Jesus” and read the above 

verses again. We are to love as Jesus loved. Now put your name where the 

word love is and read the verses again. When we read it this way it is so very 

humbling and causes us to pray, “Oh, Lord Jesus work in me to love this way.”  

 

 So Jesus gives the commandment to love to the disciples, but all Peter 

heard was that Jesus was going away.  

 

Simon Peter said to Him,  

“Lord, where are You going?” 

Jesus answered him, “Where I  

am going you cannot follow Me  

now, but you shall follow Me  

afterward.” 37 Peter said to Him,  

“Lord, why can I not follow You  

now? I will lay down my life for  

Your sake.” 38 Jesus answered him,  

“Will you lay down your life for My  

sake? Most assuredly, I say to you,  

the rooster shall not crow till you  

have denied Me three times. 

(John 13:36-38) 

 

 Later that night all the disciples fled when Jesus was arrested. And Peter 

failed miserably. Instead of giving his life for Christ, he tried to save it by denying 

the Lord.  

 



 What was the difference between Judas’ betrayal and Peter’s denial? 

First, remember that Jesus said that Peter was clean, he was saved, and Judas 

was not. Judas’ treachery was deliberate and cold blooded. Peter was swept 

away by a moment of fear and weakness. Upon seeing what he had done 

Judas committed suicide, but Peter wept bitterly. Jesus knew that Judas would 

betray him. And he knew that Peter would deny him. But Jesus did something for 

Peter that he did not do for Judas—he prayed for Peter.  

 

And the Lord said, “Simon, Simon!  

Indeed, Satan has asked for you,  

that he may sift you as wheat.  
32 But I have prayed for you, that  

your faith should not fail; and when  

you have returned to Me, strengthen  

your brethren.” 

(Luke 22:31, 32) 

 

 All of us are a lot like Peter. And Jesus knows it and he prays for us too. 

There is a lot that could be laid at our feet, but Romans 8:33 and 34 reveals that 

no one can bring a charge against God’s elect, because Christ makes 

“intercession for us.” Hebrews 7:25 tells us that Jesus Christ always lives “to make 

intercession for us.” 

 

 Jesus never cast off Peter when he failed and he will never forsake us 

either. How are we to respond to this kind of love? The best way is to keep the 

commandment to love one another as Christ loved us. It is God’s will to saturate 

us with His love, just as He saturated our Lord. He then desires to send us out into 

a hurting and hostile world, so that people can see the living God in us. Let me 

end with the words to an old hymn.  

 

When I survey the wondrous cross 

On which the Prince of glory died 

My richest gain I count but loss 

And pour contempt on all my pride.  

 

Were the whole realm of nature mine 

That were a present far too small: 

Love so amazing, so divine 

Demands my soul, my life, my all.  

(Isaac Watts) 

  

 

  
 


