
For Christ 

 

 

 

  Our last preposition in our study of “Christ Our Life” is the word “for.” As 

Christians we desire to live for Christ to the best of our abilities. What we do for 

Christ is done for his sake or on his behalf. And nothing is insignificant if it is done 

for Christ, for his honor and glory. 

 

Actions are one thing and our reason or motivation for doing something is 

another. The intention behind what we do or say makes it good or bad and 

beautiful or ugly. The most common reason why we do something is simple self-

interest. Most ambition is self-centered, and at times sinful self-interest. Martin 

L:uther described who we are in our fallen nature as “Man curved in on 

himself.”1 Sin makes us centered on ourselves. 

 

At other times noble motives spur us on. We do what we do for our family, 

for our nation, to help someone in need, and so on. But even our best motives 

pale in comparison up against the most noble motive of all—to live and work 

and serve the Lord Jesus Christ. As Christians our desire above al else should be 

to please, honor and glorify our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. 

 

In 2 Corinthians the apostle Paul is defending his calling as an apostle. 

There were some false church leaders who said that Paul was not eloquent or 

even handsome, so how could he be a man of God. So the apostle tells us why 

he serves, even when maligned 

 

For if we are beside ourselves, it is for  

God; or if we are of sound mind, it is  

for you. 14 For the love of Christ compels  

us, because we judge thus: that if One  

died for all, then all died; 15 and He died  

for all, that those who live should live no  

longer for themselves, but for Him who  

died for them and rose again. 

(2 Corinthians 5: 13-15) 

 

 Paul declares that if there are times when he seems to be a fanatic, it is 

only because he loves God. And when he is sober minded and serious it is 

because he wants people to understand the truth.  Paul does all that he does 

and we should do all that we do, because Christ’s love “compels” us. 

 

                                                           
1 Luther’s Works, vol. 25, p. 345, see also pp. 291-92 



 The Greek word translated “compels” is sunecho. The word is used in the 

New Testament especially by Luke. He uses it to describe a multitude of people 

who were surrounding Jesus and pressing in on all sides. He used it to depict the 

Roman army surrounding Jerusalem, laying siege to it to make it surrender. He 

even uses the word in a medical sense for being gripped by a fever.2 

 

 Thus when you are compelled by something, there is some strong pressure 

that grabs you and requires you to act—it drives you. It necessitates that you do 

something. It is what makes you “tick.” The pressure Paul felt to teach God’s 

Word was the love of Christ. It left him no choice! 

 

 Jesus Christ loved us so much that he died for us; for all of us. And our old 

sin nature died with him. And the reason this occurred was so we could rise 

above the motivation of doing something for our own self-interest. Rather, we 

live and work and pray and serve and give and love for him, Jesus Christ who 

loves us and gave his life for us. If we really come to terms with what the grace 

of God did for us at the cross of Christ, it should hem us in, it should leave us no 

alternative, it should compel us to live for Christ. 

 

 I am not always my best at this. I fail at times. Sometimes I am terribly 

selfish, but I do not want to be. It hurts me deeply. And I know it displeases my 

Lord. But I also know at those times that Jesus prays for me. It is written in 

Hebrews 7L25 that Jesus is “able to save to the uttermost [completely and fully] 

those who come to God through Him, since He always lives to make intercession 

for them.”  

 

Jesus Christ died for me, so that I would be forgiven of all of my sin. And he 

prays for me. He loves me enough to pray for me! One of the most loving things 

you can do for someone is to pray for them. Everyday Jesus prays for you and 

for me. How awesome is that? Let’s continue in 2 Corinthians 5. 

 

Now all things are of God,  

who has reconciled us to  

Himself through Jesus Christ,  

and has given us the ministry  

of reconciliation, 19 that is,  

that God was in Christ  

reconciling the world to Himself,  

not imputing their trespasses to  

them, and has committed to us t 

he word of reconciliation. 
 

                                                           
2 Luke 8:45; Luke 19:43; Luke 4:38 



20 Now then, we are ambassadors  

for Christ, as though God were  

pleading through us: we implore  

you on Christ’s behalf, be reconciled  

to God. 21 For He made Him who knew  

no sin to be sin for us, that we might 

become the righteousness of God in  

Him. 

(2 Corinthians 5:18-21) 

 

The contrast between the last two verses are remarkable to say the least. 

In verse 21 God actually made His sinless Son to be sin for us. Christ went to his 

death on the cross for us. Isaiah wrote that God laid on Christ the iniquity of us 

all.3 Jesus became sin for us, on our behalf, that we might be made the 

righteousness of God in him. And now the striking, eye opening statement of 

verse 20. 

 

Now then, we are ambassadors for  

Christ, as though God were pleading  

through us: we implore you on Christ’s  

behalf, be reconciled to God.  

 

 We are ambassadors for Christ. Christ went to the cross for us. Now we are 

made ambassadors, emissaries or representatives for him. That you and I should 

be called upon to do anything for Christ is stunning! In 2 Samuel 7:18 King David 

asks, “Who am I, Lord, and what is my house that You have brought us this far?” I 

often ask the same thing. Who am I that I am allowed and privileged to teach 

for Christ? 

 

 Who I am and who you are is a redeemed child of God. Christ took us up 

and out of the pit of sin. He rescued us from everlasting death to everlasting life. 

He enabled us to be seated with him at God’s right hand. For all eternity God 

will show us the exceeding greatness of His kindness, because of Christ. How 

could I not strive to be my best for him? 

 

 Why was Paul an apostle? Why was I called to be a pastor, teacher? Why 

are you called and gifted to serve in the church? In Paul’s answer we will 

discover our answer. 

 

Through Him we have received grace  

and apostleship for obedience to the  

faith among all nations for His name,  

                                                           
3 Isaiah 53:4-6 



6 among whom you also are the called  

of Jesus Christ 

(Romans 1:5, 6) 

 

 We are called to salvation and we are all gifted to serve for the glory, 

honor and fame of our Lord Jesus Christ. And at times it will not be easy to live 

for Christ. It certainly wasn’t for the apostle Paul. He was beaten and jailed and 

once left for dead. And what he experienced, he expected, at least in some 

measure, we would also experience. 

 

For to you it has been granted on  

behalf of Christ, not only to believe 

 in Him, but also to suffer for His sake,  
30 having the same conflict which  

you saw in me and now hear is in me. 

(Philippians 1:29, 30) 

 

 This is amazing. But it should not startle us that these two gifts are given 

together: the gift of believing on Jesus Christ and also to suffer for his sake. Study 

after study shows that Christians are the most persecuted group in the world. In 

the year 2016, there were 90,000 Christians killed around the world.4 And here in 

the United States the mocking and even the hatred of Christians is growing. If we 

endure it, if we remain faithful, Christ is honored and glorified and we will be 

rewarded. Here is what Peter wrote, probably after the burning of Rome, when 

persecution against Christians intensified. 

 

Beloved, do not think it strange  

concerning the fiery trial which  

is to try you, as though some  

strange thing happened to you;  
13 but rejoice to the extent that  

you partake of Christ’s sufferings,  

that when His glory is revealed,  

you may also be glad with  

exceeding joy.  
 

 

14 If you are reproached for the  

name of Christ, blessed are you,  

for the Spirit of glory and of God  

rests upon you. On their part He  

is blasphemed, but on your part  

                                                           
4 Fox News, Perry Chiaramente, January 6, 2017 



He is glorified.  

(1 Peter 4:12-14) 

 

 Is the one who died to save us worthy enough for us to endure the hatred 

of the world? No one wants to suffer. No one enjoys it. But if it is for Christ then it 

means that the Spirit of glory and of God rests on us. If we are willing to endure 

grief and to suffer for Christ, then we should be willing to live for him in every day 

life.  

 

 The section we will read in Colossians deals with Christian slaves and 

masters. Or in our cultural context employees and employers. But the principle 

remains the same whether we are at work, at school, in the home and in all of 

our relationships and duties. 

 
 And whatever you do, do it  

heartily, as to the Lord and not  

to men, 24 knowing that from the  

Lord you will receive the reward 

 of the inheritance; for you serve  

the Lord Christ.  

(Colossians 3:23, 24) 

 

 We began this study by reading the “love of Christ compels us” to live for 

him. It is with a profound sense of love and gratitude that we are desirous to live 

for his sake. And “When Christ who is our life appears, then you also will appear 

with Him in glory.”5 Amen! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

                                                           
5 Colossians 3;4 


