
Galatians 2:1-10 

 

Defending the Faith 

 

 

 

Why are there various Christian denominations? There is the Roman 

Catholic Church, the Greek and Russian Orthodox Church. And there are all of 

the various Protestant denominations.  

 

Almost all Christian denominations begin over some issue that causes a 

schism. It may be baptism or the manifestations of the Spirit, or the return of 

Christ or church governance. Today the issue may be homosexuality or gender 

issues. But if Christians would be faithful to the explicit teachings of the apostles 

given to us in the written Word of God there would be greater unity. 

 

Long held views are very hard to change. And they should not be 

changed simply because a new idea has gained acceptance. All beliefs should 

be examined in light of the Scriptures.1  If it lines up with the Bible, fine, if not 

reject it. 

 

One of the first schisms in the church was the battle over grace verses law. 

Do Christians have to follow the Old Testament rituals and laws? In the churches 

in Galatia founded by Paul there were many non-Jews, Gentiles, who had 

come to faith in Jesus Christ. But false teachers were saying, “Unless you are 

circumcised according to the custom of Moses you cannot be saved.”2 These 

false teachers claimed that Paul was not an apostle so his teachings on grace 

were wrong.  

 

In chapter 1 of Galatians Paul defended his apostleship and his message. 

He received both from God through Jesus Christ. He doesn’t need the 

permission of the apostles in Jerusalem, he serves Christ alone. Now in chapter 2 

Paul is till defending his message and authority. But now he wants to 

demonstrate the essential unity that existed between himself and the apostles in 

Jerusalem. They all serve one Lord and preach one message—salvation by 

God’s grace alone through faith in Christ alone. 

 

Then after fourteen years I went up  

again to Jerusalem with Barnabas,  

and also took Titus with me.  

(Galatians 2:1) 
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 Paul’s first visit to Jerusalem was to meet with peter. This visit occurred 

when Paul and Barnabas were serving the church at Antioch. Certain Jewish 

believers were visiting and said the Gentile converts could not be saved unless 

they were circumcised and followed the law. So there was turmoil in the church 

at Antioch.  

 

 Paul received revelation to deal with this issue with the apostles in 

Jerusalem. You can read about this meeting in Acts 15. And Paul took two 

companions with him, Barnabas and Titus. We first read about Barnabas in Acts 

4. He was a Jew, a Levite, who came to faith in Christ. His given name was Joses. 

The apostles named him Barnabas, which means “Son of Encouragement.” 

 

 Men like Barnabas are beyond price. They have the ability to bring out the 

best in people. It was Barnabas who first befriended Paul and first introduced 

him to the apostles in Acts 9. He served with Paul on their first missionary journey. 

At the conference Barnabas would be a Jewish believer who was an eye 

witness to God’s grace in saving Gentiles.  

 

 Titus was an uncircumcised Gentile who believed in Jesus Christ. He was 

Paul’s son in the faith.3 Titus would be exhibit A proving that you could be a 

saved Gentile without following Old Testament ritual and law.  

 

Then after fourteen years I went up  

again to Jerusalem with Barnabas,  

and also took Titus with me. 2 And I  

went up by revelation, and  

communicated to them that gospel  

which I preach among the Gentiles,  

but privately to those who were of  

reputation, lest by any means I might  

run, or had run, in vain.  

(Galatians 2:1, 2) 

 

 Paul received revelation to meet with the apostles in Jerusalem to deal 

with the issue of circumcision. Bet he met with them privately lest a more public 

meeting would allow legalists to disrupt the meeting. He had no doubt that 

what he taught was right. But he did not want his ministry to be in vain because 

of false teachers. Everyone needed to know that Peter, James and John were in 

agreement with Paul. 

 

 So Paul told the Galatians exactly what happened at the meeting. His 

gospel was not contradicted or changed in any way. In fact no one bullied Titus 
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to be circumcised. There was no denominational break up between Peter and 

Paul. Truth prevailed.  

 

Yet not even Titus who was with me,  

being a Greek, was compelled to be  

circumcised. 4 And this occurred  

because of false brethren secretly  

brought in (who came in by stealth to  

spy out our liberty which we have in  

Christ Jesus, that they might bring us 

 into bondage), 5 to whom we did not  

yield submission even for an hour, that  

the truth of the gospel might continue  

with you. 

(Galatians 2:3-5) 

 

 It took great courage for Paul to Take Titus, a Gentile into the home office 

of the Jerusalem church. It could have been seen as a dishonoring act, kind of 

like rubbing salt into a wound. But Paul’s motive was not to be a trouble maker. 

It was to establish the truth of the gospel. And the truth is that we are saved by 

God’s grace alone through faith in Christ alone. And everyone, Jew, gentile 

who believes in Jesus Christ are made one family, one body, and we are heirs 

together of all of God’s promises. 

 

 It had been revealed in the Old Testament that Gentiles would be saved 

by the Messiah.4 But it was not known until it was revealed to Paul that Jews who 

believed in Christ and Gentiles who believed would be one body, one saved 

group in Christ. Let’s read about this in Ephesians 2 where Paul makes this known.  

 

Therefore remember that you, once  

Gentiles in the flesh—who are called  

Uncircumcision by what is called the  

Circumcision made in the flesh by hands—  
12 that at that time you were without Christ,  

being aliens from the commonwealth of  

Israel and strangers from the covenants of  

promise, having no hope and without God  

in the world. 13 But now in Christ Jesus you  

who once were far off have been brought  

near by the blood of Christ. 

(Ephesians 2:11-13) 
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 There was great animosity between Jew and gentile in the ancient world. 

But as Jew and Gentile are reconciled to God through faith in Christ, not by law 

or ritual, they are reconciled to one another. And all the promises and the 

covenants God made in the Old Testament concerning salvation belong to 

Jews who believe and to Gentiles who believe. The apostle explains this further 

in chapter 3. 

 

For this reason I, Paul, the prisoner of  

Christ Jesus for you Gentiles—  
2 if indeed you have heard of the  

dispensation of the grace of God  

which was given to me for you,  
3 how that by revelation He made  

known to me the mystery (as I have  

briefly written already, 4 by which,  

when you read, you may understand  

my knowledge in the mystery of Christ),  

 
5 which in other ages was not made known  

to the sons of men, as it has now been  

revealed by the Spirit to His holy apostles  

and prophets: 6 that the Gentiles should be  

fellow heirs, of the same body, and partakers  

of His promise in Christ through the gospel, 

 7 of which I became a minister according  

to the gift of the grace of God given to me  

by the effective working of His power. 

(Ephesians 3:1-7) 

 

 There are a number of truths hidden in the Old Testament and then made 

clear in the New Testament. They are called mysteries or secrets. The mystery 

here is that the good news brings Jews and Gentiles, black people, brown 

people, white people and every shade in between together into one body in 

Christ. And together we are heirs of all of God’s blessings. We all have the same 

salvation. We all receive the gift of the Spirit and we will all live together, forever 

in the coming kingdom of God.  

 

 So Titus was not compelled to be circumcised even though false brothers 

tried to derail the gospel. But it didn’t happen without a fight. Acts 15 tells us 

there was much dispute. In other words emotions got heated at times. Finally, 

Peter remembered that God had used him to bring salvation to Gentiles, to a 

Roman Centurion named Cornelius and his household. 

 



 To prepare Peter for this never imagined event God have Peter a vision of 

all sorts of animals both clean and unclean. And peter is told to kill and eat. But 

he refuses to break Old Testament law and eat anything that was unclean and 

forbidden. But in the vision the Lord tells Peter “What God has cleansed you must 

not call common” or unclean.5 So Peter and some Jewish companions arrive at 

Cornelius’ home and begin to share the good news.  

 

how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth  

with the Holy Spirit and with power,  

who went about doing good and  

healing all who were oppressed by  

the devil, for God was with Him. 

 39 And we are witnesses of all things  

which He did both in the land of the  

Jews and in Jerusalem, whom they  

killed by hanging on a tree. 40 Him  

God raised up on the third day, and  

showed Him openly, 41 not to all the  

people, but to witnesses chosen  

before by God, even to us who ate 

 and drank with Him after He arose  

from the dead.  

 
42 And He commanded us to preach  

to the people, and to testify that it is  

He who was ordained by God to be  

Judge of the living and the dead.  
43 To Him all the prophets witness that,  

through His name, whoever believes  

in Him will receive remission of sins.” 

 
44 While Peter was still speaking these  

words, the Holy Spirit fell upon all those  

who heard the word. 45 And those of  

the circumcision who believed were  

astonished, as many as came with  

Peter, because the gift of the Holy Spirit  

had been poured out on the Gentiles  

also. 46 For they heard them speak with  

tongues and magnify God. 

Then Peter answered, 47 “Can anyone  

forbid water, that these should not be  

                                                           
5
 Acts 10:15 



baptized who have received the Holy  

Spirit just as we have?” 48 And he  

commanded them to be baptized  

in the name of the Lord. Then they  

asked him to stay a few days. 

(Acts 10:38-48) 

 

 What astonished Peter and the other Jewish believers was that the 

Gentiles were saved and received the gift of the holy Spirit just as they had. They 

knew they received the Spirit because they heard them speak in tongues and 

magnify God. These Gentiles were saved without being circumcised and even 

before they were baptized in water. No Old Testament law was followed, no 

ritual was performed. Cornelius and his household were saved by God’s grace 

alone through faith in Jesus Christ alone.  

 

 So at the Jerusalem council Titus was accepted as a true believer without 

following any Old Testament law. Perhaps they heard him speak in tongi\ues 

and magnify God. Now in the next five verses in Galatians 2 we are told about 

an agreement between Paul and Peter. The agreement was about where to 

serve. And it was made in perfect Christian unity and harmony.  

 

But from those who seemed to be  

something—whatever they were,  

it makes no difference to me; God  

shows personal favoritism to no man— 

for those who seemed to be something  

added nothing to me. 

(Galatians 2:6) 

 

 What Paul is saying here is a bit sarcastic, but it is aimed at the false 

teachers in Galatia. They asserted that Peter and the other apostles were far 

superior to Paul. But God doesn’t show favoritism like that. All the apostles, 

including Paul had been called and ordained by Jesus Christ.  

 
 But on the contrary, when they saw  

that the gospel for the uncircumcised  

had been committed to me, as the  

gospel for the circumcised was to Peter  
8 (for He who worked effectively in Peter  

for the apostleship to the circumcised  

also worked effectively in me toward  

the Gentiles), 9 and when James,  

Cephas, and John, who seemed to  

be pillars, perceived the grace that  



had been given to me, they gave me  

and Barnabas the right hand of fellowship,  

that we should go to the Gentiles and they  

to the circumcised. 

(Galatians 2:7-9) 

 

 When Paul and Barnabas and Titus and Peter and James and John shook 

hands it meant that they were in fellowship with one another. They had all been 

entrusted with the same gospel. But each apostle had his own sphere of 

influence. Peter would work primarily with Jews and Paul with the Gentiles. But 

that doesn’t mean there are two gospels.  

 

 Let me explain. In 1 Corinthians 12 where the truths about the holy Spirit 

and the gifts and the manifestations are presented, we are told that there are 

“diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit.”6 In other words someone is gifted to give 

financially to the church. Someone is gifted to encourage or to pray for others or 

to help in some practical way. All of us can give, all of us can encourage, all of 

us can pray, help and teach. But some people have a God-given gift to serve in 

a special way.  

 

 Then we are told that there are “difference of ministries but the same 

Lord.” And the word “ministries” refers to the sphere of place where you serve. 

And it is the Lord who decides where and how you serve. Peter was more suited 

to bring Jews to the good news of grace. He was better able to bring people 

from law to grace. Paul was more able to bring Gentiles who had no God-given 

law to the principle of faith, hope and love in Jesus Christ.  

 

 Some people who read this passage of Scripture or hear it preached are 

bored by all of this. Paul’s visit to Jerusalem in the first century and the argument 

over circumcision seems too complicated, to antiquated and unrelated to life 

today. But Paul’s and indeed God’s intention here is that there is only one 

gospel, there is only one Christianity, there is only one set of biblical truths.  

 

 There are not several different, alternative, legitimate truths for various 

groups of Christians. And it is very important to teach the truth to others who 

hold a different view. We are to speak the truth in love and with humility. And 

yes, even if it gets heated and there is much dispute. Finally,  

 

and when James, Cephas, and John,  

who seemed to be pillars, perceived  

the grace that had been given to me,  

they gave me and Barnabas the right  
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hand of fellowship, that we should go  

to the Gentiles and they to the circumcised.  
10 They desired only that we should remember  

the poor, the very thing which I also was eager  

to do. 

(Galatians 2:9, 10) 

 

 Grace is to be seen everywhere in the church, even in our giving. We give 

of our financial abundance to the church, because it is in giving that we honor 

God. And we give to those who are in need, not because they deserve it, but 

because grace has been given to us when we did not deserve it. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


