
Galatians 2:17-21 

 

My Identity in Christ 

 

 

 

 The apostle Paul’s letter to the Galatians was written to defend his 

apostolic authority and more specifically to defend salvation by God’s grace 

alone through faith in Jesus Christ alone. But legalistic Jews who also claimed to 

believe in Christ were teaching the churches of Galatia that they must also keep 

the Old Testament rituals and laws. In effect they were saying it is goof to 

believe in Jesus but now let Moses finish the work. 

 

 The trouble with legalists besides the fact that they are dead wrong about 

the gospel is that they themselves cannot keep the Old Testament laws 

perfectly. And they justify their own failings even while pointing the finger at you.  

 

 I try my best to live up to the Ten Commandments, but I have never been 

able to keep them perfectly. I have never fully lived up to the principles and 

ideals of the Sermon on the Mount. Perhaps you struggle as I do. If you do 

struggle then I have some bad news for you. In James 2:10 we read “whoever 

shall keep the whole law, and yet stumble in one point, he is guilty of all.” And in 

Galatians 3:10, quoting Deuteronomy 27:26 Paul declares, “Cursed is everyone 

who does not continue in all things which are written in the book of the law, to 

do them.” 

 

 To stumble in one aspect of the law and then to be guilty of all does not 

mean that you have violated every commandment. Nor does it mean that you 

have committed every sin. But one sin, one small infraction means that we have 

made fulfilling the laws most basic command, to love God perfectly and to love 

one another as ourselves, impossible. If you have failed at that, as I have, then 

we stand condemned under God’s holy law. 

 

 But I also have some good news for you too. It is the news that God has 

set us free from sins power and penalty through the sacrificial work of Jesus 

Christ. Jesus lived a life of perfect love and obedience to God. And Romans 

4:25 tells us that God delivered up Jesus Christ to die on the cross, because of 

our offenses. Jesus was beaten and crucified and died because of my sins. But 

Romans 4:25 also tells us that Jesus was raised up from the dead, because of our 

justification.  

 

 The Resurrection of Christ proves that God accepted the sacrifice of His 

Son for the punishment of our sins. Jesus died as our substitute. As 2 Corinthians 

5:21 states God made Jesus “who knew no sin to be sin for us, that we might 



become the righteousness of God in Him.” So now having been set free from the 

condemnation of the law, why would I ever want to place myself under the law 

again? 

 

 In the church at Antioch Peter broke fellowship with his Gentile brothers 

and sisters in the Lord. He did this out of fear, because of the pressure from 

Jewish believers who still felt compelled to keep the law. This action however 

was a rejection of God’s grace and it belittled the death of Jesus Christ. The is 

the apostle Paul’s point as we continue in Galatians 2. 

 

 But if, while we seek to be justified by Christ,  

we ourselves also are found sinners, is Christ  

therefore a minister of sin? Certainly not!  

(Galatians 2:17) 

 

 This is a complicated verse, but here is the gist of it. Moses was the 

mediator of the law and the law was used by God to show how terrible sin is 

and that we are all sinners. So is that all Christ is for? Were his death and 

resurrection accomplished just to show me how deep my sin is and that I must 

now go back under law and work to be righteous? This would make Jesus a 

minister of sin; someone who points out how sinful I am. And if this is true then 

Christ’s sacrifice is pointless, because the law already does this.  

 

For if I build again those things which I  

destroyed, I make myself a transgressor.  

(Galatians 2:18) 

 

 What Paul is saying here is that when I put myself under the law all I have 

done is make myself an unsaved sinner again.  

 

For I through the law died to the law  

that I might live to God. 20 I have been  

crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who  

live, but Christ lives in me; and the life  

which I now live in the flesh I live by faith  

in the Son of God, who loved me and  

gave Himself for me.  

(Galatians 2:19, 20) 

 

 This is one of the most powerful verses on our identification with Jesus 

Christ. When I look upon the cross and see Jesus dying there for me, I can say I 

am crucified with Christ. The unrighteous sinner named Chuck died with Christ. 

And then I was buried with him. The legalists were saying you need the law, 



because grace will be a license to sin. But being crucified with Christ and being 

now alive with Christ in me, how could I ever want to sin? I am different now.  

 

What shall we say then? Shall we  

continue in sin that grace may abound?  
2 Certainly not! How shall we who died to  

sin live any longer in it? 3 Or do you not  

know that as many of us as were baptized  

into Christ Jesus were baptized into His  

death? 4 Therefore we were buried with  

Him through baptism into death, that just  

as Christ was raised from the dead by the  

glory of the Father, even so we also should  

walk in newness of life. 

(Romans 6:1-4) 

 

 These are powerful verses and there is not a drop of water in them. The 

word “baptize” always means to be immersed into something. And the spiritual 

reality here is that when we place our faith in Jesus Christ for salvation we are 

immersed into the person of Christ. We are united to him and identified with him. 

I died when Christ was crucified for my sins. I was buried when Christ was buried. 

When Jesus was raised up from the dead I was given new life.  

 

 I am and you are born again. There is a new quality of life in all of us—God 

in Christ in us through the gift of the Spirit. The apostle Peter tells us that by 

believing the promises of God we have become “partakers of the divine 

nature.”1 We have God in Christ in us now and as we shall see in Galatians 5, we 

can even now produce the fruit of the Spirit. Our lives cam manifest love, joy, 

peace, longsuffering, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control.  

 

 I now live as a redeemed believer not by putting myself under Old 

Testament rituals and rules. I live by faith in the Son of God and all that he is and 

will be for me, because he loved me and gave his life for me. And here is how 

we do this. We allow God’s Word to penetrate and take deep root in our hearts 

and minds.  

 

Therefore, as the elect of God, holy  

and beloved, put on tender mercies,  

kindness, humility, meekness, longsuffering;  
13 bearing with one another, and forgiving  

one another, if anyone has a complaint  

against another; even as Christ forgave  

                                                           
1
 2 Peter 1:4 



you, so you also must do. 14 But above  

all these things put on love, which is  

the bond of perfection.  

(Colossians 3:12-14) 

 

 Love is the fulfilling of the law.2 I may still stumble and sin and not live in 

love, but I certainly don’t want to. So I make the decision to allow the Word to 

work with the Spirit in me so I grow in love. 

 

And let the peace of God rule in  

your hearts, to which also you were  

called in one body; and be thankful.  
16 Let the word of Christ dwell in you  

richly in all wisdom, teaching and  

admonishing one another in psalms  

and hymns and spiritual songs, singing  

with grace in your hearts to the Lord.  

(Colossians 3:15, 16) 

 

 In Acts 20:32 the apostle Paul said, “I commend you to God and to the 

word of His grace, which is able to build you up.” It is the Word that builds you 

up. It is the Word that reveals to you who you are in Jesus Christ. It is the Word 

that teaches you your rights and privileges and responsibilities as a believer. So, 

we have died with Christ and we were buried with Christ and we were raised up 

to new life in Christ. But there is still more! 

 

But God, who is rich in mercy, because  

of His great love with which He loved us,  
5 even when we were dead in trespasses,  

made us alive together with Christ (by  

grace you have been saved), 6 and  

raised us up together, and made us sit  

together in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus 

(Ephesians 2:4-6) 

 

 Through our union with Christ we are seated in the heavenlies at the right 

hand of God. In other words right now we share in Jesus Christ’s exaltation and 

glory. One day we will be fully glorified. But that glory is in the bank right now! 

Never doubt that God loves you or that He will not meet your needs, because 

you share a place of honor, right now, with Jesus Christ. Let’s return to Galatians 

2. 
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 Romans 13:10 



For I through the law died to the law  

that I might live to God. 20 I have been  

crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who  

live, but Christ lives in me; and the life  

which I now live in the flesh I live by faith  

in the Son of God, who loved me and  

gave Himself for me. 21 I do not set aside  

the grace of God; for if righteousness  

comes through the law, then Christ  

died in vain. 

(Galatians 2:19-21) 

 

 If someone is convicted of a capital crime and is put to death, then he or 

she has died to the law and the law has no more claim over that person. So it is 

with those of us who are crucified with Christ and rise with him to walk in 

newness of life. Christ now lives in us! 

 

 The Christian life is not so much about our living for Christ, but allowing him 

to live in us. And the great motivation is love not law. Christ loved me and gave 

himself for me! Why would I ever want to live in such a way that would bring him 

dishonor? 

 

 The destructive power f legalism is that it cancels the power of the cross. 

The two great pillars upon which Christianity rests are the grace of God and the 

death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. When you try to merit salvation by ritual 

and law you make grace and the cross needless. 

 

 Who you are and what you have in and through and with the Lord Jesus 

Christ is the most important thing about you. It sets you free from law, empowers 

you to love God and others and brings you glory. Never give it up. 

 

   

 

 

 

 


