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Bewitched 

 

 

 

 As we begin chapter 3 of Galatians we are entering the strictly doctrinal 

section of the letter. We are going to be taught the difference between living 

under law and living in grace. And in the first verse, much like chapter 1 and 

verse 6 where Paul wrote “I marvel” or I am stunned that you are turning away 

from grace, the apostle again expresses his great astonishment at the believers 

in Galatia.  

 

O foolish Galatians! Who has bewitched  

you that you should not obey the truth,  

before whose eyes Jesus Christ was clearly  

portrayed among you as crucified? 

(Galatians 3:1) 

 

 Now before I talk about the Galatians allow me to say two things I thought 

about from this verse in general. First, Paul called the Galatians “foolish” and 

they were. A fool is not someone who lacks intelligence. It is someone who is 

duped, tricked, someone who is unthinking. But don’t ever forget that the 

greatest fools are those people who do not believe in God. Psalm 14:1 declares 

“The Fool has said in his heart there is no God.” The most seriously bewitched 

people are those who are sedated by secularism and deluded into believing 

that there is no devil.  

 

 Secondly there are some Christians who say, “Well if unbelievers are dead 

in sin and blinded by the god of this world,1 then there is no point in reasoning 

with them, only the Spirit of God can reach them.” Indeed the work of God’s 

Spirit is needed. But God’s Spirit doesn’t work in a vacuum. It works along with 

the Word of God. Romans 1:16 tells us that the gospel is the power of God to 

salvation. And in Psalm 19 we read that the testimony of the Lord makes wise 

the simple and enlightens the eyes.2 

 

 This is why even though he Galatians are fools and have been deluded 

the apostle is reasoning with them. He is believing for the Word of God and the 

Spirit of God to turn these people away from legalism and back to grace. 
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 So Paul wrote “You crazy Galatians…have you taken leave of your 

senses?”3 The apostle had taught them about why Jesus Christ was crucified so 

that everyone could understand it. Every sermon, every conversation, every 

action taught God’s grace and mercy and compassion to save sinners by the 

work of Christ alone. But people are bewitched, duped, and fooled when they 

take their eyes off of the cross of Christ and what was accomplished there. 

 

 Now you might not think it, but it is all too possible to be truly saved and 

learn the truth and then to come under the influence of some false unbiblical 

teaching. And sadly at times when people do come under some error it is 

almost impossible to deliver them. So why are some people fooled? 

 

 First, it is because they do not really take the time to study God’s Word 

and apply it to their lives. They take it on blind faith that what they are being 

taught is right and true. Do not ever do this no matter how eloquent the teacher 

is or how shiny and sophisticated the presentation is. Rather test everything you 

read or hear against what the Bible actually says Let’s look at an example from 

Acts 17. 

 

 The apostle Paul and his companions were preaching the good news in a 

synagogue in Thessalonica. Some of the Jews believed, but others did not and 

they were so angry with what Paul taught that they started a riot. So Paul was 

sent away and he went to a town called Berea. And he shared the good news 

with them there and here is what happened. 

 

Then the brethren immediately sent  

Paul and Silas away by night to Berea.  

When they arrived, they went into the  

synagogue of the Jews. 11 These were  

more fair-minded than those in Thessalonica,  

in that they received the word with all readiness,  

and searched the Scriptures daily to find out  

whether these things were so.  

(Acts 17:10, 11) 

 

 The people of Berea were more fair-minded than those in Thessalonica. 

Literally from the Greek text the word “fair-minded” is noble. They were noble, 

honorable people, because they were willing to take the time to study the Bible 

to see if what Paul said was true. They looked at Scripture line by line, context by 

context, so that they were not fooled. So there is the firt reason why people are 

fooled. They simply accept what they hear or read and never really examine 

the issue for themselves.  
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 The second reason why people are fooled is because they like what they 

hear. Let’s read Paul’s warning to Timothy. 

 

I charge you therefore before God  

and the Lord Jesus Christ, who will  

judge the living and the dead at His  

appearing and His kingdom: 2 Preach  

the word! Be ready in season and out  

of season. Convince, rebuke, exhort,  

with all longsuffering and teaching.  

 
3 For the time will come when they will  

not endure sound doctrine, but according  

to their own desires, because they have 

 itching ears, they will heap up for themselves  

teachers; 4 and they will turn their ears away  

from the truth, and be turned aside to fables.  

(2 Timothy 4:1-4) 

 

 People, even saved people if they are not humble before the Word of 

God and delight to obey it, will follow their own desires. They will follow their 

fleshy heart and their emotions and flock to preachers who will tell them what 

they like to hear. Let’s return to Galatians. 

 

O foolish Galatians! Who has bewitched  

you that you should not obey the truth,  

before whose eyes Jesus Christ was clearly  

portrayed among you as crucified?  
2 This only I want to learn from you: Did you  

receive the Spirit by the works of the law,  

or by the hearing of faith? 

(Galatians 3:1, 2) 

 

 In verse 1, the apostle could not believe the Galatians were abandoning 

Christ and grace for the Old Testament law. Did they not remember what he 

taught them? Salvation and Christian maturity are by grace alone through faith 

alone. Then in verse 2 Paul asked a profound question. Did you receive the holy 

Spirit by Old Testament ritual and law or when you heard and believed the 

good news of Jesus Christ?  

 

 It is by hearing or reading the Word of God that faith is generated.4 And 

when you believe in Jesus Christ you are saved and immediately receive the gift 
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of the Spirit. The apostle asked this question, because the Jewish legalists were 

teaching that circumcision is the seal that you are really saved. But the New 

Testament truth is that having the Spirit is the seal that we are saved and belong 

to God. Ephesians declares,  

 
 In Him also we have obtained an inheritance,  

being predestined according to the purpose  

of Him who works all things according to the 

 counsel of His will, 12 that we who first trusted  

in Christ should be to the praise of His glory. 
13 In Him you also trusted, after you heard the  

word of truth, the gospel of your salvation;  

in whom also, having believed, you were  

sealed with the Holy Spirit of promise, 

(Ephesians 1:11-13) 

 

 God’s own Spirit is within every believer and it secures and preserves us for 

salvation. It marks us out as God’s people. The Greek word for seal here referred 

to an official mark or stamp on letter or contract that made the document 

authentic and official. It designated who the owner is. Sealed with the Spirit we 

are marked as belonging to God. We are told the same truth in 2 Corinthians.  

 

Now He who establishes us with you in  

Christ and has anointed us is God,  
22 who also has sealed us and given us  

the Spirit in our hearts as a guarantee. 

(2 Corinthians 1:21, 22) 

 

 The Spirit is the seal and guarantee that we are saved and will be fully 

glorified in God’s coming kingdom. And the Greek word translated “guarantee” 

is arrabon which originally mean a down payment or a pledge to one day pay 

in full. In modern Greek the word is even used of an engagement ring. The 

guarantee of the Spirit, not only gives us power now, it is the divine guarantee 

that God has greater things for us in the Kingdom.  

 

Are you so foolish? Having begun in the Spirit,  

are you now being made perfect by the flesh?  
4 Have you suffered so many things in vain— 

if indeed it was in vain? 

(Galatians 3:3, 4) 

 

 The Greek word translated “suffer” is better understood as “experienced.” 

And the word “many” is better translated as “great.” In other words by faith you 

received the Spirit and experienced so many great things. And what were these 



things? The fruit of the Spirit: love, joy, peace. Speaking in tongues where you 

have special prayer to God and are edified. Interpretation of tongues and 

prophecy where you hear God speak to you and are encouraged and 

comforted. There were miracles. So Paul is saying, “Dear Galatians are you 

going to throw all of that away just to be circumcised, eat Kosher and follow a 

ton of rules?” 

 

Therefore He who supplies the Spirit to  

you and works miracles among you,  

does He do it by the works of the law,  

or by the hearing of faith?—  

(Galatians 3:5) 

 

 Here is another question. When God gave you the Spirit and worked 

miracles among them was it because they were law and ritual keepers? The 

answer is no. It was by faith that God’s power was seen and experienced. 

Broken hearts were healed and families were healed, prayers were answered 

and miracles took place.  

 

 Paul was pleading with the Galatians to return to their senses. If God was 

already at work in them how could it get any better by following the law? How 

could the law make them more righteous? And they would not have God’s Spirit 

if they were not righteous! Then Paul’s thoughts jump back to Abraham by 

divine revelation.  

 

Therefore He who supplies the Spirit to  

you and works miracles among you,  

does He do it by the works of the law,  

or by the hearing of faith?— 6 just as  

Abraham “believed God, and it was  

accounted to him for righteousness.”  

Therefore know that only those who  

are of faith are sons of Abraham. 

(Galatians 3:5-7) 

 

 Paul pointed the sword of the Spirit, the Word of God at both the Jews 

who believed and the Gentiles who believed. To the Jews he said in effect: “You 

think that you are Abraham’s children, because you are a physical descendant 

and are circumcised. But only those who are of like faith as Abraham are his 

children.” Too many of the Jews at this time were self-righteous and prejudiced 

against Gentiles. But in Matthew 3:9 John the Baptist said to them  

 

and do not think to say to yourselves,  

‘We have Abraham as our father.’ 



 For I say to you that God is able to raise  

up children to Abraham from these stones.  

 

 You are not a child of God or a child of Abraham simply because of your 

ethnicity or because you were raised in a religious home. You must believe God. 

 

And the Scripture, foreseeing that  

God would justify the Gentiles by faith,  

preached the gospel to Abraham beforehand,  

saying, “In you all the nations shall be blessed.”  
9 So then those who are of faith are blessed  

with believing Abraham. 

(Galatians 3:8, 9) 

 

 When God made the promise to Abraham he was an old man and 

childless. He was in fact an uncircumcised Gentile. And it was 430 years before 

Moses and the law. What is the blessing of Abraham? It is God’s solution to the 

world’s problems. And the world’s problems begin inside each and every one of 

us.  

 

 Since the time of Adam’s fall into sin we are all sinners. And all of nature 

has been cursed because of sin as well. Therefore we have personal pain and 

natural disasters and troubles everywhere. But right now God is beginning the 

reversal of all of this. It begins with our being saved and justified by faith. It 

begins with the gift of the Spirit that changes our hearts. And it will end with a 

new heaven and earth where we will live forever in the paradise of God’s 

kingdom where there will be no more sin. Here’s how it all ends. 

 

Now I saw a new heaven and a new earth,  

for the first heaven and the first earth had  

passed away. Also there was no more sea. 

 2 Then I, John, saw the holy city, New Jerusalem,  

coming down out of heaven from God, prepared 

as a bride adorned for her husband. 3 And I heard  

a loud voice from heaven saying, “Behold, the  

tabernacle of God is with men, and He will dwell  

with them, and they shall be His people. God  

Himself will be with them and be their God.  
4 And God will wipe away every tear from their  

eyes; there shall be no more death, nor sorrow,  

nor crying. There shall be no more pain, for the  

former things have passed away.” 

(Revelation 21:1-5) 

 



 Think of watching a movie of senseless violence and destruction and 

tears. And then God reverses the video and rewinds it all the way back to the 

Garden of Eden, only it is better. This is what the Bible declares is the blessing of 

Abraham. This is what God promised Abraham, to bless all the families of the 

earth through his seed—the ultimate seed, Jesus Christ. 

 

 What we are reading about in Galatians is not just some first century 

argument about an ancient law and ritual. It is about the ultimate solution, the 

only solution to all our troubles, diseases and sorrows. This is what everyone 

needs and really wants. But it is only available through God and Jesus Christ. 

 

 To share in Abraham’s blessing you have to be in Abraham’s family. And 

that happens by faith in Christ. Regardless of your ethnicity, social class or 

gender, no matter your personal history, your sins or your credit score, we get in 

on the blessings of Abraham by God’s grace alone through faith in Christ alone. 

If God can justify one Gentile, Abraham, by faith alone, then He can certainly 

justify billions of Gentiles and Jews by faith alone. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


