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Demons in Church 

 

 

 

 Did you know that demons, evil spirits are at work in the church at times? 

They avoid looking evil and they can be ever so religious so they are not 

exposed. But once inside they are merciless as they steal joy and try to destroy 

the life of the church. I’ll come back to this point a little later, because it is 

important to this present section of Galatians.  

 

 As we begin chapter 4 the apostle Paul continues his argument to live 

under grace rather than under law. And he continues his example of living 

under the Old Testament law to being like a child under the authority of a 

guardian. The guardian had total control over when and where a child could 

eat, sleep, play, learn and on and on. 

 

 That’s what the Old Testament law was like. It regulated all of life. So now 

Paul moves his comparison forward by telling about the ancient Roman custom 

of adoption when a child formally became an adult and an heir. In that culture 

the father was all powerful. He could disown his children and he even had the 

power of life and death. But when the father decided his son was ready for 

adulthood he would announce a public celebration and adopt that young 

man to be his son and the heir of his estate. So let’s begin Galatians 4.  

 

Now I say that the heir, as long as he is a child,  

does not differ at all from a slave, though he is  

master of all, 2 but is under guardians and stewards  

until the time appointed by the father. 3 Even so we,  

when we were children, were in bondage under the  

elements of the world.  

(Galatians 3:1-3) 

 

 Before becoming an adult son of God by faith in Jesus Christ we were like 

children under the authority of a guardian and in bondage under the elements 

of the world. This is where the idea of demons comes in. The Greek word 

translated “elements” is stoicheia and this word has a broad range of meanings. 

It can mean basic educational principles like learning the alphabet or simple 

math. It can also mean worldly wisdom and philosophy apart from God’s will. 

And it can also refer to elemental spirits or demon spirits.1 
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 This is how it is translated in the New Revised Standard Version and The Complete Jewish Bible 



 I believe the apostle is using this word stoicheia to refer to all three 

meanings here. Before coming to faith in Jesus Christ the Jewish believers lived 

under the basic moral principles of the Old Testament law, like the Ten 

Commandments. Gentiles lived under a code of morality, but it was demon 

inspired paganism, the worship pf false gods. Both the Old Testament and the 

New Testament informs us that behind every idol and false god is a demon or 

demons.2 And the Jews often misused God’s law perverting it into fleshly 

ordinances, traditions and legalism. And when they did this according to 1 

Timothy 4:1 they were giving heed to seducing spirits and doctrines of demons. 

 

 Everybody serves something in life. We serve religion or politics or 

philosophies and worldviews and the passions of our own fallen nature. And as 

we do we are according to Ephesians 2 walking or living according to the 

course of this world manipulated by Satan. The believers in Galatia had been set 

free from these “elements of the world” when by God’s grace they were saved 

by faith in Jesus Christ and received God’s Spirit.  

 

But now false and legalistic teachers were turning the Galatians away 

from their completeness and freedom in Christ and attempting to put them into 

the bondage of law and ritual. This sounded wise and moral and good and 

religious, but it was demonic and evil. If you’ll remember back in Galatians 3, 

Paul said that the Galatians had been “bewitched.” They had received the 

Spirit when they placed their faith in Christ. And they manifested the Spirit and 

experienced joy and love and miracles.  

 

Now they were being torn away from the true gospel and are being 

brought into the bondage of error. So what the Word of God uncovers for us 

here is a demonic scheme which is just as much at work in our day and time as it 

was in Paul’s day. The scheme is clean, it looks moral, it is religious, but it denies 

grace and the power of God’s Spirit in us and it rejects or minimizes the 

accomplishments of the cross of Christ. We know the devil and demon spirits are 

at work in the world, but can they really be at work in the church? Yes! Here is 

what the apostle Paul wrote as he fought against false teachers in Corinth.  

 

For such are false apostles, deceitful workers,  

transforming themselves into apostles of Christ.  
14 And no wonder! For Satan himself transforms  

himself into an angel of light. 15 Therefore it is no  

great thing if his ministers also transform themselves  

into ministers of righteousness, whose end will be  

according to their works. 

(2 Corinthians 11:13-15) 
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 Evil can look righteous and moral and good. Satan doesn’t care if you 

follow the Old Testament law as long as you take credit for it and are full of self-

righteousness. He doesn’t care if you go to church or feed the poor or believe 

for abundance or serve a certain philosophy. He doesn’t even care if you 

become a preacher as long as you don’t teach on the cross of Christ and bring 

glory to God.  

 

 So the Jews were in bondage. God’s law had been so perverted that in 

Matthew 23 Jesus called the self-righteous Pharisees hypocrites, blind guides, 

sons of hell and white washed tombs. Satan had done a good job! And the 

Gentiles were in bondage to pagan deities that were demonically inspired. But 

then God’s grace overflowed and Jesus Christ was born. 

 

Now I say that the heir, as long as he is a child,  

does not differ at all from a slave, though he is  

master of all, 2 but is under guardians and stewards  

until the time appointed by the father. 3 Even so we,  

when we were children, were in bondage under the  

elements of the world. 4 But when the fullness of the  

time had come, God sent forth His Son, born of a  

woman, born under the law, 5 to redeem those who  

were under the law, that we might receive the  

adoption as sons. 

(Galatians 4:1-5) 

 

 Jesus Christ was born in the fullness of time; at the right time. A very 

specific time, long ago planned by the will of God. For centuries the Jewish 

people had hoped for and prayed for the coming of the Messiah. And in the 

fullness of time he was born.  

 

 Rome had brought peace to a large part of the world and they 

connected that world with roads. The Greeks provided a common language. 

The pagan religions and even the Jewish religion were bankrupt. In terms of 

human wisdom and philosophy the heights had been reached, but it was all 

hollow. Except for technology humanity was at its peak, but it had failed to bring 

us to paradise. But then Christ was born.  

 

And Galatians 4:4, 5 gives us five important truths about the coming of 

Christ. First, he came at the right time in human history. Secondly, he was born of 

a woman. This declares his true humanity. Jesus did not pre-exist his birth and 

float through time and space to become a baby in Mary’s womb. God created 

the life of Jesus in Mary just as He had created Adam, the first man. Hebrews 

2:17 tells us that Jesus had to be fully like us in every way so that he could be a 

merciful High Priest. He could not be like us in every way if he were a God-man. 



 

 Thirdly, Christ was born under the law. He was subject to it. Hebrews 

4 tells us that Jesus was tempted in all the ways we are, yet he was fulfilled the 

law and was without sin. Fourthly, by his sacrifice he redeemed us from both the 

law and the power of sin. In Paul’s time redemption most often referred to the 

release of a slave by the payment of a price. And Peter reminds us that we were 

“not redeemed with corruptible things like silver and gold from our aimless 

conduct…but with the precious blood of Christ.”3 

 

“Aimless conduct” – what a phrase that is! It means futile, fruitless, a life 

with no real purpose. Without Jesus Christ life means merely sin and sorrow and 

false hope and death. No matter the moments of fun and happiness without 

salvation in Jesus Christ it all comes to a dead end.  

 

And finally, number five, Christ came so that we might receive the 

adoption as sons. It would be enough to forgive us of our sins, but we were 

made sons. Now remember Paul is not being sexist here. In his time only sons 

could inherit a father’s estate. And a male child was not a father’s son until he 

was publically adopted. And this brought the son new privileges and 

responsibilities. We all know what those responsibilities are: to love God, to love 

one another, to be transformed more and more into the image of our Brother 

Jesus Christ. And what is our new sweet privilege? 

 

And because you are sons, God has sent  

forth the Spirit of His Son into your hearts,  

crying out, “Abba, Father!” 7 Therefore you  

are no longer a slave but a son, and if a son,  

then an heir of God through Christ. 

(Galatians 4:6, 7) 

 

 You and I are redeemed and have the Spirit of Christ in us. It is God in 

Christ in us—spiritual DNA if you will, making us children of God. And we can call 

God, who was once our Judge Abba. Abba is Aramaic, the language that 

Jesus spoke and it means “Daddy.” Every child of God is an heir of God. And we 

will inherit everlasting life and glory and live in paradise on a renewed earth.  

 

 And there will be no more sin or death or sorrow forever. And now in the 

midst of life and life’s struggles we can call God Dad, Daddy. And you can cast 

all of your care upon Him for your dad cares for you.4 God wants us to rest in His 

Fatherly care and love. God loves you. He always has loved you and always will.  

Even before you were saved God loved you. That is why Romans 5:8 tells us that 
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God demonstrates His love for us in that while we were still sinners Christ died for 

us.  

 

 If your Judge loved you enough to set you free, how much more does 

that Judge love you now as your Father? How horrible it would be to walk out of 

your Father’s love and home to go back to where you were before being 

saved! This is what was happening in Galatia.  

 

 If you read ahead you will see and feel Paul’s anxiety for these believers. 

Most people don’t realize how much of an apostle’s or pastor’s heart and life is 

wrapped up in the lives of the people they serve. Being an apostle or pastor 

means more than merely teaching. Every prayer has someone’s name and life 

on it. Every action and every teaching has someone’s face on it. The Galatians 

for Paul were like his children. And his heart is broken because false teachers are 

robbing them of the truth.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


