
Galatians 6:11-18 

 

A New Creation 

 

 

 

 We have arrived at the final section of the apostle Paul’s letter to the 

Galatians. And these verses are more than a post-script. They are a powerful 

summary of the whole letter. It places circumcision, the Old Testament law and 

any other religious law or ritual against the cross of Christ and proves them 

powerless to save.  

 

 Once again, we learn that salvation is by God’s grace alone, through 

faith alone, in Christ alone. As we begin this last segment of Galatians, Paul is 

done dictating the letter and he picks up the pen and he begins to write in his 

own hand.  

 

See with what large letters I have  

written to you with my own hand! 

(Galatians 6:11) 

 

 Paul’s own handwriting was a way to authenticate that the letter was 

really from him. And he wrote with large letters to emphasize what he wrote, 

much like we would underline or use bold type.  

 

See with what large letters I have  

written to you with my own hand!  
12 As many as desire to make a  

good showing in the flesh, these  

would compel you to be circumcised,  

only that they may not suffer persecution  

for the cross of Christ. 

(Galatians 6:11, 12) 

 

 The apostle now reviews why he wrote the letter in the first place. Jewish 

legalists, false teachers, who claimed to believe in Jesus Christ, wanted to add 

circumcision and the Old Testament law to faith in Christ. According to Acts 15:1 

there message was “Unless you are circumcised according to the custom of 

Moses, you cannot be saved.” For these false teachers salvation meant Jesus 

plus something else.  

 

 There is always a temptation for people to turn the good news into Christ 

plus something else—baptism, confirmation, some duty or some deed. And the 

problem was not so much circumcision as it was compelling people to accept 



the ritual. And they were not really doing this as God’s work from a good heart. 

They did it to escape persecution.  

 

 We often think that early Christian persecution came from Rome. But the 

earliest persecutors were Jews. Think of Stephen in Acts 7 being stoned by the 

Jewish leaders. Or Paul, before his conversion, who persecuted believers 

dragging them from their homes.1 These false teachers did not want Gentiles 

accepted into God’s people without becoming Jews first by means of 

circumcision. 

 

 The cross of Christ, by which we are saved will always lead to persecution. 

It arouses anger, because it says that we are sinners under God’s curse. It tells us 

that we are not good enough on our own to stand before a holy God. 

Therefore, we need a truly just man to die and suffer punishment for our sins. But 

there was also another reason why the false teachers wanted the Galatians 

under the law. 

 

As many as desire to make a good  

showing in the flesh, these would  

compel you to be circumcised,  

only that they may not suffer  

persecution for the cross of Christ.  
13 For not even those who are  

circumcised keep the law, but they  

desire to have you circumcised that  

they may boast in your flesh. 

(Galatians 6:12, 13) 

 

 In verse 12 we learn that the false teachers were hoping to make “a good 

showing in the flesh.” This would be like a pastor today boasting about how 

many people he baptized. But baptism doesn’t prove that you are saved any 

more than circumcision does. These things cannot reveal what is truly in your 

heart. To top it all off, the false teachers couldn’t keep the law themselves!   

 

 Their devotion to the Old Testament law was all for show. It is not wonder 

the apostle fought against them. They were the worst kind of preachers. They 

were unwilling to suffer persecution for Christ. They sought the glory of the own 

success. They couldn’t practice what they preached. And they denied God’s 

great grace in the cross of Christ.  Paul’s boast was different. 

 

But God forbid that I should boast  

except in the cross of our Lord  

                                                           
1 Acts 9:1, 2 



Jesus Christ, by whom the world has  

been crucified to me, and I to the world. 

(Galatians 6:14)  

 

 To boast in the cross is to glory in it, to trust in it, to rejoice in it, to let it be 

the best thought of our minds, the love of our hearts. Paul’s boast in the cross 

was a huge reversal of priorities for him, because he once boasted in all the 

same things as the false teachers.  

 

Beware of dogs, beware of evil workers,  

beware of the mutilation! 3 For we are  

the circumcision, who worship God in  

the Spirit, rejoice in Christ Jesus, and  

have no confidence in the flesh,  
4 though I also might have confidence  

in the flesh. If anyone else thinks he may  

have confidence in the flesh, I more so:  
 

5 circumcised the eighth day, of the stock  

of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew  

of the Hebrews; concerning the law, a Pharisee;  
6 concerning zeal, persecuting the church;  

concerning the righteousness which is in the law,  

blameless. 

 
7 But what things were gain to me, these I  

have counted loss for Christ. 8 Yet indeed  

I also count all things loss for the excellence  

of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord,  

for whom I have suffered the loss of all things,  

and count them as rubbish, that I may gain  

Christ 9 and be found in Him, not having my  

own righteousness, which is from the law,  

but that which is through faith in Christ,  

the righteousness which is from God by faith; 

(Philippians 3:2-9) 

 

 Once Christ filled Paul’s heart all worldly achievements were but rubbish. 

To boast in the cross took not only an understanding of all that God 

accomplished in Jesus Christ, it also took great courage.  

 

 We tend to think of the cross as a beautiful and noble symbol. But to the 

people of Paul’s day it was the ugliest thing in the world. It was a symbol of 

ultimate humiliation. The cross was reserved for Rome’s enemies and the worst 



criminals in society. The cross was disgusting, disgraceful, detestable. It was 

looked upon with loathing and horror. The closest I can get to how first century 

people heard the message of the cross is to read this verse to you in The Cotton 

Patch paraphrase of the New Testament.  

 

God forbid that I should ever 

take pride in anything, except 

the lynching of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

 To put it in these terms, it was the lynching of Jesus Christ that freed us 

from sin’s power and condemnation. It was the lynching, the cross that declared 

the righteousness of God in punishing sin. I have nothing good from God without 

Christ’s sacrifice on the cross. To glory in the cross is to stop trusting in our own 

goodness and to trust in God alone, by faith alone, in Christ alone for salvation.  

 

But God forbid that I should boast  

except in the cross of our Lord  

Jesus Christ, by whom the world has  

been crucified to me, and I to the world. 

(Galatians 6:14) 

 

This verse describes not one crucifixion, but three. First, the cross is the 

place where Christ died for me, for my sins. Secondly, the world has been 

crucified to me. All of its godless values and hopeless pleasures are dead to me. 

And thirdly, I am crucified to the world. I am dead to sin and alive to God. The 

cross has put all of life into true perspective to me. Paul wrote to the Colossians,  

 

If then you were raised with Christ,  

seek those things which are above,  

where Christ is, sitting at the right  

hand of God. 2 Set your mind on  

things above, not on things on the  

earth. 3 For you died, and your life  

is hidden with Christ in God. 4 When  

Christ who is our life appears, then  

you also will appear with Him in glory. 

(Colossians 3:1-4) 

 

 Our whole perspective on life should be directed by the fact that we 

have been delivered from this present age. We are going to live forever in the 

new heavens and earth in the coming kingdom of God. Everything in this world 

will be renewed. And we shall be glorified. And already a change has taken 

place in our lives! 

 



 For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision  

nor uncircumcision avails anything,  

but a new creation. 

(Galatians 6:15) 

 

 Once we come to the cross of Christ for salvation all law and ritual are 

irrelevant to us. What counts, what matters is being born-again, regenerated 

and made a new creation in Christ. We are told in 2 Corinthians 5:17 that “if 

anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation.” When we are saved and receive the 

Spirit we become new people, with new life within us—God’s life. We are not 

what we once were. 

 

For we ourselves were also once foolish,  

disobedient, deceived, serving various  

lusts and pleasures, living in malice and  

envy, hateful and hating one another.  
4 But when the kindness and the love of  

God our Savior toward man appeared,  
5 not by works of righteousness which we  

have done, but according to His mercy  

He saved us, through the washing of  

regeneration and renewing of the Holy  

Spirit, 6 [which] He poured out on us  

abundantly through Jesus Christ our Savior,  
7 that having been justified by His grace  

we should become heirs according to  

the hope of eternal life. 

(Titus 3:3-7) 

 

 Being regenerated we become God’s own children with His nature within 

us. This was the promise God made in the Old Testament concerning the new 

covenant.2 And not only are we regenerated and have become a new 

creation our world will be too. Jesus said,  

 

Assuredly I say to you, that in the  

regeneration, when the Son of Man  

sits on the throne of His glory, you  

who have followed Me will also sit  

on twelve thrones, judging the twelve  

tribes of Israel. 

(Matthew 19:28) 

 

                                                           
2 Ezekiel 36:25-29 



 In Acts 3: 19-21 the apostle Peter said that Jesus must remain in heaven 

until the time of restoration of all things. In the regeneration, when the world itself 

becomes a new creation, baptism will not get you into the kingdom of God. Nor 

will circumcision, or confirmation or dry-cleaning or yoga. You must be a new 

creation. Back in Galatians Paul wrote,  

 

And as many as walk according to  

this rule, peace and mercy be upon  

them, and upon the Israel of God. 

(Galatians 6:16) 

 

 This “rule” is the principle of new life in Christ, being regenerated. To them 

be peace and mercy. And then Paul makes a last jab at the false teachers. The 

word “and” in the phrase “and upon the Israel of God” should be “even.” True 

Israel are not those who are merely physical descendants of Abraham. True 

Israel in both the Old Testament and the New Testament are people of faith.3  

There is only one people of God composed of both Old Testament and New 

Testament believers.4 

 

From now on let no one trouble me,  

for I bear in my body the marks of the  

Lord Jesus.18 Brethren, the grace of our  

Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit. Amen. 

(Galatians 6:17, 18) 

 

 By this point in Paul’s life he had been severally whipped and beaten. He 

had also been stoned and left for dead. But he had a new, glorious perspective 

on life. He understood as Romans 8:18 declares “the sufferings of this present 

time are not worthy to be compared with the glory which shall be revealed in 

us.” 

 

 Thus ends God’s Word to the Galatians and to us with the ever flowing 

grace of our Lord Jesus Christ to us, for all the days of our lives. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                           
3 Galatians 3:29; Romans 9:6-8 
4 Ephesians 2:11-15; 3:1-6; Hebrews 11:39, 40 


