
Genesis 37:1-11 

 

Joseph Dreams 

 

 

 

 We love and serve a God who wants us to know Him.1 He wants us to 

know what He is like, what He desires for us and what He requires of us. He wants 

for us to know how deeply He loves us and that he is passionate about saving us 

from the ravages of sin and its ultimate penalty—death—a forever death.2 

 

 To this end God has revealed Himself and His plan of salvation in His 

written Word, the Bible. Therefore there is no more important pursuit that to 

make known the Word of God and to understand it. And so we begin the Old 

Testament story of Joseph. And as we do it is important for us to know why we 

have the Old Testament. Concerning these scriptures the apostle Paul wrote,  

 

For whatever things were written before  

were written for our learning, that we  

through the patience and comfort of  

the Scriptures might have hope. 

(Romans 15:14)3 

 

 The story of Joseph is a real life theological drama. There is much for us to 

learn and take to heart. As we go through the story we must guard against 

reading this as a fable, a morality tale. Out story does not begin with the words 

“Once Upon a Time.” It begins like the other ten significant divisions of Genesis 

with the Hebrew word toledoth.4 This word means the history of something or 

someone, the generations, the genealogy, or family line or story. Let’s take a 

look at a few of these toledoths.  

 

This is the history of the heavens and the  

earth when they were created, in the day  

that the LORD God made the earth and the  

heavens 

(Genesis 2:4) 

 

 In Genesis 1:1-2:3 we have a prologue of the creation of the world and of 

mankind. Now from this point on we have the history and story of Adam and 
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Eve, of their testing and their sin. Then God promised a redeemer, the seed of 

the woman,5 who will crush Satan. Next we have the toledoth or genealogy of 

Adam and his descendants.  

 

This is the book of the genealogy [toledoth]  

of Adam. In the day that God created man,  

He made him in the likeness of God. 2 He  

created them male and female, and blessed  

them and called them Mankind in the day they  

were created. 3 And Adam lived one hundred  

and thirty years, and begot a son in his own  

likeness, after his image, and named him Seth.  

(Genesis 5:1-3) 

 

 Adam and Eve had many other sons and daughters, who also had 

children and humanity  multiplied greatly. And most of humanity became 

greatly wicked, except for Seth and his family line who continued to believe 

God. From the line of Seth came Noah and we are told his story.  

 

This is the genealogy [toledoth] of Noah.  

Noah was a just man, perfect in his  

generations. Noah walked with God.  
10 And Noah begot three sons: Shem,  

Ham, and Japheth. 

(Genesis 6:9, 10) 

 

With Noah, the line of believers continues through Shem. 

 

This is the genealogy of Shem: Shem was  

one hundred years old, and begot Arphaxad  

two years after the flood. 

(Genesis 11:10) 

 

One of Shem’s descendants was a man named Terah. And here is what we 

learn about Terah’s descendants. 

 

This is the genealogy of Terah: Terah  

begot Abram, Nahor, and Haran.  

Haran begot Lot.  

(Genesis 11:27) 
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 From the line of Terah comes the great Abram or Abraham. And it is 

specifically from Abraham’s line that the promise comes of the redeemer who 

will come to bless the world.  

 

Now the LORD had said to Abram: 

“Get out of your country, 

From your family 

And from your father’s house, 

To a land that I will show you. 
2 I will make you a great nation; 

I will bless you 

And make your name great; 

And you shall be a blessing. 
3 I will bless those who bless you, 

And I will curse him who curses you; 

And in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.” 

(Genesis 12:1-3)6 

 

 God will bless the world and bring about the promised Savior through the 

descendants of Abraham. Abraham has two sons, Ishmael and Isaac and the 

Christ line continues through Isaac. Then Isaac has two sons, Jacob and Esau 

and the Christ line moves forward in Jacob. Jacob has twelve sons and the 

Christ line will continue through his fourth son, Judah.  

 

 Two of Jacob’s sons, Joseph and Benjamin, were through the only woman 

he ever loved, Rachael. The other sons were through Leah with whom he was 

tricked into marrying. And then through Leah’s servant Zilpah and Rachael’s 

servant Bilhah.  

 

 Now, Jacob was an absentee father to all of his children except for 

Benjamin and Joseph whom he loved. And this caused great division and 

hostility in the family. Joseph was hated by his brothers. But it will be Joseph who 

saves his brothers from a severe famine. And this will lead to the fledgling nation 

of Israel. And how Jesus Christ came from the family line of Judah. 

 

Now Jacob dwelt in the land where his  

father was a stranger, in the land of  

Canaan. 2 This is the history [toledoth] 

of Jacob. 

(Genesis 37:1-2a) 
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 These opening lines into the story of Joseph inform us that Jacob and his 

family had not yet taken possession of the land God promised to Abraham and 

his descendants. They were still resident aliens. But with all of Jacob’s mortal 

faults, he still believed the promise God made to his grandfather Abraham.  

 

Abraham passed down the Word of God to Isaac about promised land 

and seed, the redeemer that God would give. And Isaac passed down God’s 

Word to Jacob. In the New testament in Hebrews 11 we are told,  

 

These all died in faith, not having received  

the promises, but having seen them afar off  

were assured of them, embraced them and  

confessed that they were strangers and  

pilgrims on the earth. 

(Hebrews 11:13) 

 

 Abraham’s, Isaac’s and Jacob’s faith was solid and patient. They endured 

trials and hardships, because they correctly believed that God had something 

better for them.. These men all had their faults, we all do. And parenting is often 

difficult. And we don’t always do everything right. But the most important thing 

we can do is to teach our children the Word of God. Psalm 107:20 declares 

about God, “He sent His word and healed them, And delivered them from their 

destructions.” It was God’s promise that gave Jacob hope. And it will be God’s 

promise in the form of dreams that will give Joseph hope.  

 

This is the history of Jacob. 

Joseph, being seventeen years old,  

was feeding the flock with his brothers.  

And the lad was with the sons of Bilhah  

and the sons of Zilpah, his father’s wives;  

and Joseph brought a bad report of them  

to his father. 

(Genesis 37:2) 

 

 Despite his future greatness, Joseph doesn’t do anything good to himself 

here. Coming back from caring for the flock, he brings a bad report of his 

brothers to his father. The Hebrew word for report, dibba, is always used in the 

rest of the Old Testament in a negative sense.7 In Proverbs 18:10 for example the 

word is translated as “slander.” So, Joseph lied and bad-mouthed his brothers. 

This obviously stirred resentment and anger in the hearts of his brothers. 

 

Now Israel loved Joseph more than  

                                                           
7 Numbers 13:32; Proverbs 18:10 



all his children, because he was the son  

of his old age. Also he made him a tunic  

of many colors. 

(Genesis 37:3) 

 

Joseph was Rachael’s first son. Benjamin was her second and when giving 

birth to Benjamin, Rachael died. Rachael was the only woman that Jacob ever 

really loved. And after her death he lavished that love on Joseph and Benjamin 

and neglected the other children. And what added to the family hostility was 

Joseph’s coat.  

 

The “coat of many colors” is the term used in the Greek translation of the 

Old Testament. But the actual Hebrew word means a coat with long sleeves, 

with a length down to the ankles. It may have been brightly colored and 

ornamented. But the design of the coat meant you were not going to do any8 

manual work. The coat signified that Joseph was Jacob’s heir. 

 

Jacob’s first born Reuben should have been the heir. But Reuben had sex 

with Rachael’s servant Bilhah. This act greatly dishonored his father, thus Jacob 

made Joseph his heir and the head of the family So, when the brothers saw 

Joseph strutting his stuff with the coat, their anger boiled.  

 

But when his brothers saw that their  

father loved him more than all his brothers,  

they hated him and could not speak  

peaceably  

to him. 

(Genesis 37:4) 

 

 Joseph was already without the love of his brothers. But their cold 

indifference became a heated hate. Joseph’s bad report and Jacob’s 

favoritism hardened the other brother’s envy and hatred. If you ask , “Where 

was God in all of this?” The answer is that he was preparing Joseph for the great 

task of his life.  

 

Now Joseph had a dream, and he  

told it to his brothers; and they hated  

him even more. 6 So he said to them,  

“Please hear this dream which I have  

dreamed: 7 There we were, binding  

sheaves in the field. Then behold,  

my sheaf arose and also stood upright;  
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and indeed your sheaves stood all  

around and bowed down to my sheaf.” 

(Genesis 37:5-7) 

 

 You don’t need to be a genius to understand the symbolism of Joseph’s 

dream! It represents the exaltation of the favored son to rule over his brothers. 

This did not go over well with the guys. 

 

And his brothers said to him, “Shall you  

indeed reign over us? Or shall you indeed  

have dominion over us?” So they hated  

him even more for his dreams and for his  

words.9 Then he dreamed still another  

dream and told it to his brothers, and said,  

“Look, I have dreamed another dream.  

And this time, the sun, the moon, and the  

eleven stars bowed down to me.” 

(Genesis 37:8, 9) 

 

 The eleven stars and the moon and the sun represent the fledgling nation 

of Israel. A similar image of Israel is given in Revelation 12. The doubling of the 

dream means a certain fulfillment. Later when Joseph interprets Pharaoh’s 

dream he says, “the dream was repeated to Pharaoh twice because the thing 

is established by God, and God will shortly bring it to pass.”9 

 

 The dreams were given to Joseph by God to build in him a sure sense of 

his calling. Joseph would have to rehears those dreams over and over to trust 

that God who gave them would at the right time fulfill them. Secondly, the 

dreams were the spark that set the brothers hatred on fire. And the hatred 

would compel them to desire to kill Joseph, but then sell him off as a slave.  

 

 This would send Joseph off into God’s school of hard knocks. He as not yet 

ready to be the leader God needed him to be. He was brash and naïve. The 

schooling would involve temptations and trails. He would be abused, mistreated 

and forgotten. He would have to learn to trust God. He would sit on the sidelines, 

then put into the miner league of leadership in prison. He would mature and his 

faith would grow strong. These are all lessons Joseph never would have learned 

while living in Jacob’s tent. 

 

So he told it to his father and his brothers;  

and his father rebuked him and said to him,  

“What is this dream that you have dreamed?  
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Shall your mother and I and your brothers  

indeed come to bow down to the earth  

before you?” 11 And his brothers envied him,  

but his father kept the matter in mind. 

(Genesis 37:10, 11) 

 

 Three times we are told that Joseph’s brothers hated him. Now it says they 

envied him. Proverbs 14:30 informs us that “envy is rottenness to the bones.” And 

in the New Testament, James write that where there is envy “there is confusion 

and every evil thing.”10 All of this envy and hate will ferment into a plot to kill 

Joseph.  

 

 Jacob rebukes his son, but something about the dreams made Jacob 

keep the matter in his heart. We have a very similar verse with the birth of Jesus 

Christ. After the choir of angels and the visit of the shepherds we are told by 

Luke that “Mary kept all of these things and pondered them in her heart.”11 

 

 Behind the scenes God was at work laying the ground work making a 

future savior for His people who would otherwise perish in a famine. In fact, God 

was laying the ground work for the ultimate Savior, Jesus Christ, who saves us 

from our sins and grants us everlasting life. God was at work even in the midst of 

human sin. 

 

 Life can often get very tangled and messy.  And you may wonder How 

can God be at work in the midst of spectacular sins? He can and He does! 

Perhaps you are going through trials, or feel like your life is standing still, or even 

worse that God has forgotten you. Or you have been misunderstood or even 

mistreated by believers. How should you respond? Proverbs 3:5, 6 says,  

 

Trust in the Lord with all your heart, 

And lean not on your own understanding; 
6 In all your ways acknowledge Him, 

And He shall direct your paths. 

 

 We live in a confused, sinful, devilishly manipulated world. But the truth 

remains God is at work for His people and for His glory. It is written,” And we 

know that all things work together for good to those who love God, to those 

who are the called according to His purpose.”12   
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