
Gifted to Serve 

 

 

 

 One of the surprising statements that Jesus made in his farewell discourse 

(John 13-17) was this: “I tell you the truth. It is to your advantage that I go away; 

for if I do not go away the Helper will not come to you.”1 The Helper is the Spirit 

of God given to each and every follower of the Lord Jesus Christ. The holy Spirit 

strengthens us, renews us, it is the guarantee of our full inheritance, it empowers 

us for Christian living and service.2 

 

 And that brings us to a statement in Acts 1. The apostle Paul’s companion, 

Luke, wrote the Gospel of Luke and the book of Acts. The Gospel of Luke was all 

about Jesus Christ’s life of teaching, preaching and ministering until his death 

and resurrection. The book of Acts is about all that occurred after the 

resurrection. Let’s read the opening verses of Acts.  

 

The former account I made, O Theophilus,  

of all that Jesus began both to do and teach,  
2 until the day in which He was taken up 

(Acts 1:1, 2a) 

 

 Luke wrote that his gospel was about all that Jesus began to do and 

teach. And what he means by this is that Jesus Christ is still doing and teaching. 

But Christ only appears in the first eleven verses of Acts! So how is Christ still doing 

things and teaching things and serving? The answer is Christ works through you 

and me, through the church which is his body.3 

 

 Through the Spirit of God within us, the church is nothing less than the 

physical extension of the life of Christ in the world. In that sense you and I are 

Christ to one another and to a needy world. As a church there is a unity of the 

Spirit that binds us together and there is (or should be) a unity of the truth. But 

there is also a diversity within the body: a diversity of ways in which to serve.  

 

I, therefore, the prisoner of the Lord,  

beseech you to walk worthy of the  

calling with which you were called,  
2 with all lowliness and gentleness,  

with longsuffering, bearing with one  

another in love, 3 endeavoring to  
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keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond  

of peace. 4 There is one body and one  

Spirit, just as you were called in one  

hope of your calling; 5 one Lord, one faith,  

one baptism; 6 one God and Father of all,  

who is above all, and through all, and in  

you all. 7 But to each one of us grace was  

given according to the measure of Christ’s  

gift. 

(Ephesians 4:1-7) 

 

 There is a unity of the Spirit and there is to a be a uniy of the truth. But to 

each and every one of us a gracious free gift was given. Each and every one of 

us is equipped spiritually to serve like Christ, in various ways for the benefit of 

others.  

 

And He Himself gave some to be apostles,  

some prophets, some evangelists, and  

some pastors and teachers 

(Ephesians 4:11) 

 

 Here are five gifts that Christ has given to the church and through whom 

he works. And the question to ask is “Why were these gifts given?” The answer 

begins in verse 12.  

 

for the equipping of the saints for the  

work of ministry, for the edifying of the  

body of Christ 

(Ephesians 4:12) 

 

 The leadership gifts mentioned in verse 11 are to help equip you to do 

your work of ministry of building up the body of Christ, the church. In other words 

each and every one of us has a unique position and job to perform in this team 

called the church. Now how long do we serve and what is the goal? Here’s the 

answer. 

 

till we all come to the unity of the faith  

and of the knowledge of the Son of God,  

to a perfect man, to the measure of the  

stature of the fullness of Christ; 14 that we  

should no longer be children, tossed to  

and fro and carried about with every  

wind of doctrine, by the trickery of men,  

in the cunning craftiness of deceitful plotting,  



15 but, speaking the truth in love, may  

grow up in all things into Him who is the  

head—Christ— 16 from whom the whole  

body, joined and knit together by what  

every joint supplies, according to the  

effective working by which every part  

does its share, causes growth of the body  

for the edifying of itself in love. 

(Ephesians 4:13-16) 

 

 The pastor or teacher or evangelist is not the bus driver in the church with 

everyone else going for a ride. Our job is to teach and serve you so that you can 

serve others. You can tell others about Christ, you can counsel, comfort, 

encourage, you can pray, you can advise church leaders, you can give 

financially; you can serve in any number of ways. We are told this truth in many 

places in the New Testament. Let’s first look at Romans. 

 

For I say, through the grace given to me,  

to everyone who is among you, not to  

think of himself more highly than he ought  

to think, but to think soberly, as God has  

dealt to each one a measure of faith. 

(Romans 12:3) 

 

 The grace and gift given to Paul was to be an apostle and a teacher. But 

we are not to think that the apostle or the teacher is a superior or more believer 

important believer than anyone else, because we all have a role to play. 

 

For as we have many members in one  

body, but all the members do not have  

the same function, 5 so we, being many,  

are one body in Christ, and individually  

members of one another. 6 Having then  

gifts differing according to the grace that  

is given to us, let us use them: if prophecy,  

let us prophesy in proportion to our faith;  
7 or ministry, let us use it in our ministering;  

he who teaches, in teaching; 8 he who  

exhorts, in exhortation; he who gives,  

with liberality; he who leads, with diligence;  

he who shows mercy, with cheerfulness. 

(Romans 12:4-8) 

 



 The point here is that we are all gifted to serve and each of us needs to 

decide to get involved and use our God-given abilities. No one can make you 

serve, you do so out of love for Christ and love for others. 

 

 You should know that the Greek word translated “ministry” means to serve 

in any capacity. You could encourage or comfort someone by singing or 

speaking to someone or by writing a letter. You could physically set up a room 

for fellowship and worship. You could take someone under your wing to mentor. 

You could be the prayer warrior in your group. You could be the one who keeps 

an eye on helping the pastor. You could serve in the worship band or in the 

church’s communications department and web site. All of us are God’s gift to 

one another and to the world. Let’s take a look at 1 Corinthians.  

 

There are diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit. 

(1 Corinthians 12:4) 

 

 We all have the same Spirit of God, but we are all gifted to serve in a 

unique way. Sometimes your gift or gifts is an enhancement of a natural ability. 

And sometimes you will be gifted in a way you never thought was possible. For 

example Moses was cast out of Egypt in dishonor and he stuttered, but God 

called him to be a great prophet, and gave him is brother Aaron to help him. 

 

There are differences of ministries,  

but the same Lord. 

(1 Corinthians 12:5) 

 

 The word “ministry” here refers to the sphere or area in which you serve. 

You may serve the church at large or work with married people or singles or 

children. You may bring godly principles into the business world or in the 

management of the church. It may even refer to the time and place where you 

serve. Your ministry may affect others in other towns or countries.  

 

And there are diversities of activities,  

but it is the same God who works all in all. 

(1 Corinthians 12:6) 

 

 The word “activities” refers to the effect or the result of your ministry. 

Something you do may inspire someone else to do the same. Your counseling 

may encourage or comfort. A teaching of God’s Word might bring people to 

faith or even harden hearts. That you serve is your business, the result is God’s 

business. The rest of the verses that follow are explained in my book “The Gift of 

the Holy Spirit.” And you can purchase it at Amazon.com. And I encourage you 

to get a copy of the book and study it.  

 



Finally, let’s look at what the apostle Peter had to say. Every moment of 

every day brings us closer to the return of our Lord Jesus Christ. So how are we to 

think and live until he returns? Here is Peter’s answer. 

 

But the end of all things is at hand;  

therefore be serious and watchful  

in your prayers. 8 And above all things  

have fervent love for one another, for  

“love will cover a multitude of sins.”  

 
9 Be hospitable to one another without  

grumbling. 10 As each one has received  

a gift, minister it to one another, as good  

stewards of the manifold grace of God.  
11 If anyone speaks, let him speak as the  

oracles of God. If anyone ministers, let  

him do it as with the ability which God  

supplies, that in all things God may be  

glorified through Jesus Christ, to whom  

belong the glory and the dominion forever  

and ever. Amen. 

(1 Peter 4:7-11) 

 

 You and I are stewards of the manifold grace of God. And a steward is 

someone who is responsible for the resources of another. Your gift, your abilities 

belong to God and He has given you a gift or gifts not to exalt you, but so you 

can bless and serve others all to His glory. That is the goal in all of life. Both in the 

church and out in the world we can all make a difference, we can all do 

something that points to God’s glory.  

 

 So where do I begin, you ask? Find a need and get involved. Pray and ask 

God where you should serve. Volunteer to host a Bible study or a prayer 

fellowship. Just begin to be a help somewhere. Think and pray about someone 

at work who needs help. Ask God to bring you someone who is hungry for the 

gospel.  

 

 Ii wanted to teach the Bible from the very beginning of my following 

Christ. But I began to serve by setting up tables and chairs and cleaning 

bathrooms in the building where the church met. There are no acts of service 

greater than another. There are only acts of service done out of love and for the 

glory of God. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


