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Grace and peace to you all in the 
name of our Lord Jesus Christ! It is the 
first week of the first month of a new 
year. And with it comes countless 
opportunities to 
ground ourselves 
in God’s word 
and hold Him to 
His promises.  I 
was discussing 
Luke chapter 5 
recently with a 
very dear friend, and she encouraged 
me with the verses telling me that, “The 
days of empty nets are over!” I was so 
thrilled and blessed by what she said. 
And it couldn’t be truer for us as faithful 
followers of Christ. As Shaw Washington 
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expounds upon later, we as Christians 
are called upon to continually and daily 
lower our nets in faithfulness to the Lord. 
We are asked to put our everything into 

the game and 
give our everything 
to Jesus, so that in 
the end, we may 
through Him thrive. 
I’m so very excited 
again to be able 
to share with you 

some of these writings and letters from 
our brothers and sister’s. We have 
submissions from America, Germany, 
Israel and Poland all here for you. So 
please, while reading, pray over and for 
all of our dear international family!           

 

 

-Michael LaMattina 
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In the New Testament 
the phrase “the body of 
Christ” is used in three 
ways. One is for Christ’s 
actual body, the other 
refers to the church and 
the third is a metaphor. 
The figure of speech 
called a metaphor is a 
representation  by a 
comparison. This figure 
of speech replaces or 
substitutes one thing for 
another. We have an 
example of this figure of 
speech in Matthew 26 
when Jesus instituted 
The Lord’s Supper or 
Communion.  
 

And as they 
were eating, Jesus 
took bread, 
blessed and broke 
it, and gave it to 
the disciples and 
said, “Take, eat; 
this is My body.” 
(Matthew 26:26) 

 
 This metaphor is 
one figure of speech of 
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which there are many in 
the Word of God. I was 
amazed to see how 
many there are when I 
began to translate verses 
from English into 
German. Figures of 
speech are generally 
used to enrich 
communication. And 
God uses them to help 
us have a deeper and 
better understanding of 
Him and His will.  

Jesus said “Take 
and eat; this is My body.” 
But this is not to be taken 
literally. You cannot eat 
Jesus’ body; this is 
nonsense! The phrase 
“this is My body” is the 
figure of speech 
metaphor. The broken 
bread represents the 
body of Christ that was 
sacrificed for us all.  

Every time and in 
every place where we 
come together as 
believers and share the 
bread and eat, we 
remember what Christ 
has done for us. Christ, 
our Passover, was 
sacrificed for us 
redeeming us spiritually, 
mentally and physically. 
The truth is that because 

The	Body	of	Christ		
By	Angelika Gisewsky	
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of our redemption in Christ 
“God has not given us a 
spirit of fear, but of power 
and of love and of a 
sound mind” 

(2 Timothy 1:7). 
 
Jesus Christ 

sacrificed his body to 
remedy the conseque- 
nces of sin and deliver us 
from our old sin nature. 
Jesus Christ as a human 
being did this for you and 
me so that we can live as 
the new creation we are 
in Christ (2 Corinthians 
5:17).  
 

I have been 
crucified with Christ; 
it is no longer I who  
live, but Christ lives 
in me; and the life 
which I now live  
in the flesh I live by 
faith in the Son of 
God, who loved  
me and gave 
Himself for me. 
(Galatians 2:20) 
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As I ponder about this past year, the 
challenges, successes, failures, 
changes, blessings, sacrifices, troubles, 
and so forth, I think wow what a ride! 
Where did the time go! Can’t wait to 
see what the next year brings! I mustn’t 
forget what the word teaches, 
tomorrow is not promised (Proverbs 
27:1). I truly believe every awakening 
day is a gift from God, (at least for me it 
is). All of us who are awake have a 
chance to continue the work the 
heavenly Father has given to us to 
accomplish (Ephesians 2:10). Blessing 
and encouraging others, fellowshipping 
with believers, expressing joy and 
kindness, exemplifying what it is to be a 
disciple of Jesus Christ.  
 
I’m not big on making New Year’s 
resolutions, most of the time those who 
make them never reach their goal. I’m 
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more interested in making daily 
resolutions. If I fail, I have a chance to 
start all over again the next day. Jesus 
teaches us, “don’t worry about 
tomorrow; for tomorrow will care for 
itself. Each day has enough trouble of 
its own” (Matthew 6:34). My today 
resolution is try to be or do better than 
the previous day in any way shape or 
form, which pleases the Lord Jesus 
Christ and God the Father. I truly 
believe I share the same sentiment of 
those whom I fellowship with at Grace 
Ministry. Let us “Therefore, take up the 
full armor of God, so that you will be 
able to rest in the evil day, and having 
done everything, to stand firm” 
(Ephesians 6:13) 
 
 I pray that God brings you all fulfillment 
and joy by the way of his Holy Spirit. 
 

My Today Resolution 
An Open Letter From Shaw Washington 
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The Bible tells us that God desires for 
everyone “to be saved and to come 
to the knowledge of the truth (1 
Timothy 2:4). Millions of men and 
women have been saved are now 
saved by placing their faith in the Lord 
Jesus Christ. But not everyone 
understands the great truths of the 
Bible.  

One such truth concerns 
immortality. The common belief of 
many Christians is that when a believer 
dies, his or her soul immediately 
ascends to heaven. This common 
belief is far from the truth. And one 
passage of Scripture that is often used 
to support this belief is Philippians 1:23 
where Paul wrote,  
 

For I am hard-pressed 
between the two, having a 
desire to depart and be with 
Christ, which is far better. 

 
 In the context Paul is under 
arrest in Rome and does not know if he 
will live or die. And he asked for 
prayers from the believers so that no 
matter what he faced, life or death, 
Christ would be magnified by his faith 
and behavior. Paul was “hard 
pressed” between living and dying. 
But his great desire was to “depart and 
be with Christ.” People assume that 
Paul was writing about dying and 
going to heaven.  

But the Greek word translated 
“depart” does not mean to die and 
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go to heaven. The Greek word is 
analuo. And according to “The 
Emphatic Diaglott” the word means to 
return.1 In Luke 12 the word analuo is 
used in a simile of the “return of a lord 
to his servants after a marriage feast.  
 

Let your waist be girded 
and your lamps burning; and you 
yourselves be like men who wait 
for their master, when he will 
return from the wedding, that 
when he comes and knocks they 
may open to him immediately. 

(Luke 12: 35, 36) 
 
 Therefore Paul’s desire was not to 
die and then go to heaven; he desired 
the return of the Lord Jesus Christ! 
Understanding the meaning of analuo 
allows Philippians 1:23 to then 
harmonize with other Scriptures on this 
subject. Our hope is not to go to 
heaven when we die, but to receive 
everlasting life when the Lord Jesus 
Christ returns. 
 

For as in Adam all die, 
even so in Christ all shall be 
made alive. 23 But each one in 
his own order: Christ the firstfruits, 
afterward those who are Christ’s 
at His coming. 

(1 Corinthians 15:22, 23) 
 
 

Continued… 

Our Hope of Christ’s Return 
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But I do not want you to 
be ignorant, brethren, 
concerning those who have 
fallen asleep, lest you sorrow as 
others who have no hope. 14 For 
if we believe that Jesus died 
and rose again, even so God 
will bring with Him those who 
sleep in Jesus.15 For this we say to 
you by the word of the Lord, 
that we who are alive and 
remain until the coming of the 
Lord will by no means precede 
those who are asleep. 16 For the 
Lord Himself will descend from 
heaven with a shout, with the 
voice of an archangel, and with 
the trumpet of God. And the 
dead in Christ will rise first. 17 Then 
we who are alive and remain 
shall be caught up together with 
them in the clouds to meet the 
Lord in the air. And thus we shall 
always be with the Lord.  
18 Therefore comfort one 
another with these words. 

(1 Thessalonians 4:13-18) 
 
 Every believer in Christ who has 
died is asleep in death. They are not in 
heaven. But a day is coming when 
Christ will return for his church. And 
then the dead in Christ will rise to 
glorious life and the living believers will 
be changed from mortal to immortal.1  
Our hope for everlasting life is not 
found in our death, but in the glorious 
return of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

 
 

Throughout history, almond 
blosoms have symbolized 

“Hope” 
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This past summer at a small seaside 
place in Greece: 

Every morning I would get up before 
dawn and go down to the beach with 
hot coffee in my “Good morning, 
gorgeous!” mug. The place was really 
quite then and wonderfully peaceful. 
The horizon was a beautiful mystery – 
waiting, for at any second the sun 
could pop up over it, announcing itself 
unexpectedly. One morning, as I sat 
watching the curve of the horizon, it 
really hit me and sank in that we are 
placed on a planet twirling in space, 
held up by the power of our God and 
perfectly positioned every split second. I 
saw myself not just sitting on the beach, 
but – as it actually was – floating in 
space, basically upside down, with my 
hair brushing against the sky and gravity 
holding me and my coffee down!  

2

Despite the months that have gone 
by, the “dawn experience” is still as 
real to me as it was at that moment. I 
am tremendously grateful for it and 
determined to let it energize me all 
through the year, when life’s horizon 
itself my not be seen all that clearly.  

Every day, I want to cherish the 
thought of belonging to the God who 
created the whole universe. The God 
of strength and comfort, the mighty 
God of infinite love towards us, the 
God of the big plan and the smallest 
detail, and the God who keeps us in 
our seats and our coffee in our mugs, 
while we float through space with our 
heads pointing towards the heavens.  

Love in Christ,  
Olga  

     Images by Olga Druszkiewicz 6 
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Israel/Palestine,	the	holy	land.	The	land	of	
vast	numbers	of	different	kinds	of	people	and	
truly	one	of	the	most	unique	places	in	the	
world.	I	am	so	incredibly	grateful	to	have	had	
the	opportunity	to	completely	submerge	
myself	in	such	a	place.	I’ve	been	able	to	
witness	both	sides	of	an	everlasting	conflict	in	
our	world.	This	land	in	a	way	is	defined	by	its	
conflict.	Hence	the	need	to	define	it	by	it’s	
two	states.	It’s	an	everlasting	battle	between	
the	Muslim	and	Jewish	world.	During	my	time	
here,	I	have	had	the	unique	opportunity	of	
living	and	visiting	people	who	see	it	from	
both	sides,	which	is	something	that	is	so	
precious.	I’ve	met	some	of	the	most	beautiful	
people	here	that	I	have	ever	met.	

	My	first	day	here,	when	I	walked	into	
my	apartment,	I	made	the	awkward	
introductions	with	the	people	that	I	would	be	
spending	the	next	5	months	with.	As	we	were	
making	small	talk	and	sharing	bits	about	

2

ourselves,	it	was	obvious	that	in	a	country	
where	religion	is	a	central	part	of	the	culture,	
our	own	religions	would	be	talked	about.	This	
was	a	very	exciting	moment	for	me	because	I	
found	out	how	much	diversity	I	would	be	
experiencing.	My	two	roommates	were	
important	figures	throughout	my	semester.	
One,	A	Jewish	girl	from	Florida,	is	one	of	the	
most	intelligent	people	I	have	ever	met.	She’s	
double	majoring	in	political	science	and	
modern	Middle	Eastern	studies	and	has	been	
studying	the	conflict	since	her	junior	year	of	
high	school.	She	spent	her	last	summer	in	
Morocco	living	with	a	host	family	who	only	
spoke	Arabic.	She	observes	Shabbat	every	
weekend	and	has	explained	to	me	that	this	
land	has	made	her	more	holy,	that	it	is	a	part	
of	her,	and	that	she	does	not	want	to	give	it	
up.	She	has	decided	that	she	eventually	
wants	to	come	back	to	live	permanently.	My	
second	roommate	is	a	Palestinian	Muslim	girl	
from	California	whose	family	is	originally	
from	Jordan.	She	is	 Continued… 
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one	of	the	funniest	and	most	well	liked	people	
in	our	program.	She	is	a	Linguistics	major	who	
strongly	values	other	cultures.	She	faces	the	
unusual	conflict	of	trying	to	fit	in	with	the	
American	culture	while	still	preserving	some	of	
her	traditional	roots.	Together	we	are	an	
amazing	group	of	friends.	We	have	spent	hours	
this	past	semester	having	intense	discussions	
about	religion,	the	conflict,	art,	and	anything	
else	that	sparked	our	interest	or	that	we	could	
learn	from	one	another.	I	feel	so	privileged	and	
lucky	to	have	had	these	two	perspectives	in	my	
everyday	life.	My	Jewish	roommate	gave	us	the	
perspective	of	wanting	to	grow	in	society	as	a	
woman,	keeping	her	feminist	voice,	and	also	
growing	significantly	in	her	Judaism	without	
letting	it	oppress	her	as	a	woman.	My	Muslim	
roommate	helped	us	better	understand	the	
racism	and	Islamophobia	she	experiences	in	life	
as	well	as	the	experience	she	has	of	growing	up	
in	a	family	that	keeps	their	Arab	traditions	and	
ways	of	life.	She	explained	the	struggle	of	
feeling	as	if	she	could	not	fully	connect	to	the	
Arab	world	because	of	the	fact	that	she	has	
grown	up	as	a	westerner	and	may	be	judged	by	
other	Arabs	of	her	western	surroundings.	They	
both	opened	my	eyes	to	different	ways	of	
thinking.	They	helped	me	realize	what	I	need	to	
further	expand	my	knowledge	on.	They	helped	
me	better	understand	people	and	how	each	life	
is	vastly	different	from	the	next.		

We	were	some	of	the	most	diverse	
people	in	and	out	yet	we	formed	such	intense	
connections.	I	truly	considered	them	my	family	
during	my	time.		

Along	with	the	friends	I	made	at	school,	
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I	met	some	amazing,	kind-hearted	people	
during	my	travels	as	well.	Jerusalem	itself	is	
full	of	a	vast	number	of	different	kinds	of	
people.	Orthodox	Jews,	secular	Jews,	all	the	
different	denominations	of	Jews	in	
between,	Arab	Christians,	Arab	Muslims,	
Palestinian	Arabs,	and	soldiers	with	huge	
machine	guns	were	just	some	of	the	varied	
people.	For	many,	a	huge	part	of	their	
identity	on	a	daily	basis	is	defined	by	their	
religion	and	their	appearance.		

The	majority	of	the	Israelis	that	I	
encountered	were	very	feisty	people.	They	
let	you	know	exactly	how	they	feel	and	they	
were	not	afraid	to	push	you	or	physically	
move	you	if	you	were	in	their	way.	A	part	of	
this	shared	attitude	is	attributed	to	the	fact	
that	they	all,	men	and	women,	must	serve	
in	the	army	and	live	surrounded	by	
countries	who	want	their	land.	They	grow	
up	in	a	place	where	bomb	shelters	are	
everywhere	and	the	military	shapes	the	
culture.	I	can	definitely	say	that	my	Hebrew	
and	skin	is	a	little	bit	stronger	after	a	full	
semester	of	being	pushed	around	by	the	
common	Israeli.	

	Another	main	group	of	people	who	
I	spent	many	weekends	with	were	the	
Palestinian	Arabs.	Palestine	itself	is	like	
nothing	you’ve	ever	seen	before.	A	group	of	
people	surrounded	by	huge	walls	guarded	
by	the	Israeli	military.	They	go	through	
multiple	checkpoints	a	day	causing	great	
upsets	in	their	daily	schedule.	A	twenty-
minute	commute	could	take	3	to	even	8	
hours	depending	on	how	the	military	at	the	

Continued… 
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checkpoints	decide	to	act.	Keep	in	mind	these	
Israeli	military	members	are	only	between	
the	ages	of	18	and	22.	There	are	people	in	
Palestine	who	are	banned	from	going	on	top	
of	their	apartment	buildings	because	of	the	
fact	that	they	would	be	able	to	see	over	the	
wall.	Need	of	essentials	is	common	in	
Palestine	but	there	is	little	supply.	It	is	hard	
for	everyone	to	have	a	job	when	the	range	of	
motion	that	you	can	travel	is	so	little.	Often	
kids	have	a	hard	time	entertaining	
themselves	due	to	the	fact	that	there	are	few	
parks	and	few	patches	of	grass	to	play	on.	
The	children	go	through	these	difficult	
checkpoints	where	they	are	completely	
dehumanized.	They	grow	up	with	far	less	
opportunity	than	so	many	others	in	the	world	
yet	when	you	bend	down	to	have	a	
conversation	with	the	little	girl	sitting	on	the	
side	of	the	road,	she	is	nothing	but	smiles.	All	
she	wants	to	know	is	your	name	and	where	
you’re	from.	This	also	applies	to	the	man	
working	at	the	fruit-stand.	He’s	so	interested	
in	your	life	and	what	you	are	studying	and	
where	you	want	to	go.	You	make	these	
amazing	small	connections	and	when	you	
leave,	you	may	have	one	more	persimmon	
than	what	you	paid	for.	It’s	heartwarming	
and	heartbreaking	all	at	the	same	time.		
In	spite	of	all	the	hardships	that	these	people	
go	through	on	a	daily	basis,	the	lightness	in	
their	hearts	is	inspiring.	I	could	not	imagine	
being	a	prisoner	in	my	own	country	and	still	
being	able	to	keep	my	sanity.		

Human	connection	is	so	important.	It	
bonds	us	together	and	helps	us	better	
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understand	who	we	are	sharing	this	earth	
with.	Every	single	person	has	a	different	life	
that	is	incomparable	to	the	next.	We	share	
different	life	stories	and	challenges,	and		we	
have	different	reasons	for	doing	things.	We	
have	anger	and	love	towards	different	
people	and	for	different	reasons.	How	are	
we	supposed	to	grow	as	a	body	if	we	can’t	
even	act	humanely	with	our	neighbor?	How	
are	things	supposed	to	get	better	in	the	
world	if	we	are	constantly	making	the	
excuse	that	it’s	not	our	battle?	We	are	all	
connected	and	each	person’s	problems	are	
a	part	of	our	responsibilities	and	
contributions.		As	Romans	14:19	says,	let	us	
therefore	make	every	effort	to	do	what	
leads	to	peace	and	to	mutual	edification.	
The	world	is	an	intimidating	place	and	a	
place	that	can	be	very	scary	for	many	
groups	of	people.	I’ve	learned	how	insanely	
blessed	I	am	throughout	these	months.	To	
be	able	to	live	freely	is	such	a	gift.	However,	
It’s	a	gift	that	comes	with	a	ton	of	
responsibility.	With	this	responsibility	I	
must	act	and	love.	I	must	find	peace	with	
my	neighbor.	We	all	must	find	peaceful	
coexistence	with	humankind.		
	

[‘Love’	in	Arabic]	
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Are you feeling inspired to have something included in the next 
issue of the Grace Ministry Newsletter? Let us know! A poem/song, 
article, scripture study, or just a reflection on your own thoughts...  
Anything is welcomed. Grace Ministry International is an 
eclectically and geographically diverse organization. We have 
many churches and many more people within those churches! 
Paul writes of the importance of this in 1st Corinthians:  
 
 For even as the body is one and yet has many members, 
 and  all the members of the body, though they are many, 
 are one body, so also is Christ. For by one Spirit we were all 
 baptized into one body, whether Jews or Greeks, whether 
 slaves or free, and we were all made to drink of one Spirit. For 
 the body is not one member, but many.  
 1st Corinthians 12:12-14 
 
Each and every one of us is endowed with the wonderful gift of the 
holy spirit, and each and every one of us is a miraculous creation in 
Christ. And we want to hear from each and every one of you!  We 
look forward to it with anticipation. Grace and peace to you all in 
the name of our Lord and savior, Jesus Christ.  
 

We will gladly accept submissions at any time, but if you would like to be 
included for the spring 2016 newsletter, please send material to 

mlamattina23@gmail.com by April 1st. 


