
How to Experience the Love of God 

 

 

 

 This morning I would like to share with you some truths to help you 

experience more of the love of God in your heart. Let me begin by reading the 

lyrics to ab old hymn titled “The Love of God.” 

 

The love of God is greater far 

than tongue or pen can tell.  

It goes beyond the highest star 

And reaches to the lowest hell.  

 

The guilty pair, bowed down with care, 

God gave His Son to win; 

His erring child He reconciled 

And pardoned from his sin.  

 

O love of God, how rich and pure! 

How measureless and strong! 

It shall forevermore endure 

The saints and angel’s song 

 

Could we with ink the oceans fill, 

And were the skies of parchment made; 

Were every stalk on earth a quill 

And every man a scribe by trade; 

 

To write the love of God above 

Would drain the oceans dry 

Nor could the scroll contain the whole 

Though stretched from sky to sky.” 

 

 The sentiment from that song is true—God’s love for us is vast and rich and 

full. But how can we experience that love so that our hearts are filled with joy? 

We experience the love of God by the power of the gift of the Spirit, by focusing 

our minds on the written word of God, by prayer and by our obedience to the 

Lord. Let’s begin in Romans 5. 

 

Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have 

 peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ,  
2 through whom also we have access by faith into  

this grace in which we stand, and rejoice in hope  

of the glory of God. 3 And not only that, but we also  



glory in tribulations, knowing that tribulation produces 

perseverance; 4 and perseverance, character; and  

character, hope. 5 Now hope does not disappoint,  

because the love of God has been poured out in our  

hearts by the Holy Spirit [that] was given to us. 

 
6 For when we were still without strength, in due time  

Christ died for the ungodly. 7 For scarcely for a righteous  

man will one die; yet perhaps for a good man someone  

would even dare to die. 8 But God demonstrates His own  

love toward us, in that while we were still sinners, Christ  

died for us. 

(Romans 8:1-8) 

 

 The first thing that has to happen in your life to experience the love of God 

is that you have to be saved. Verse 1 tells us that only after we are justified by 

faith in Christ can we have peace with God. And we have to be at peace with 

God, we have to be reconciled to Him before we can experience the love of 

God. But once we are saved and justified and cleansed of our sin by faith in 

Christ, then the love of God is poured out into our hearts by the gift of God’s 

Holy Spirit. Let’s read verse 5 again. 

 

Now hope does not disappoint,  

because the love of God has been poured out in our  

hearts by the Holy Spirit [that] was given to us. 

 

 This verse informs us that God’s love has been lavishly poured out into our 

hearts. God has implanted within our hearts the ability to feel, to experience 

and to express His love by the power of the Spirit. But this pouring out of God’s 

love into our hearts is placed in the context of suffering, enduring trials and 

troubles. Why? 

 

 Here is the answer. As a Christian you can go through troubles in one of 

two ways. You can complain and grumble and say, “Why me?” Or you can 

endure it trusting that God in all things God is at work for your good. Suffering is 

not good, but you can exhibit love and kindness and faith even in difficult times. 

This builds character and hope and that hope will never disappoint, because as 

you are faithful and obedient and kind and loving it is the power of God’s Spirit 

in you helping you to be strong and loving. In times of trouble you do not act like 

Christ to be justified by works, but you act like Christ because you are justified 

and filled with the Spirit.  

 

 Now, that is wonderful. The love of God within us is real. But now the 

experience of the love of God comes by knowing the truth, praying the truth 



and obeying the truth. You don’t experience the love of God by emptying your 

head; you begin to experience it by filling your mind with biblical truth. I base this 

on the connection between verse 5 and 8. In verse 5 the love of God is poured 

out into our hearts by the Holy Spirit. But now, let’s read verse 8. 

 

But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that 

 while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 

 

 Did you notice anything special in the tense of the verbs in this verse? 

Look at the last clause: “Christ died for us.” That is past tense. That is history. That 

is done, it is permanent, objective fact and unchanging. Therefore it would have 

been proper for the apostle Paul to write “God demonstrated [past tense] His 

own love for us.” 

 

 But he didn’t. he wrote “God demonstrates [present tense] His own love 

for us.” This is present tense. It is now and ongoing. God demonstrates His love to 

you today, right now through the past, historical, objective truth and fact of the 

sacrifice of Jesus Christ. We can read about this truth many places in the New 

Testament. Let’s just look at two.  

 

But when the kindness and the love of God our Savior  

toward man appeared, 5 not by works of righteousness  

which we have done, but according to His mercy He  

saved us, through the washing of regeneration and  

renewing of the Holy Spirit, 

(Titus 3:4, 5) 

 

 When did the kindness and love of God appear? The answer is when He 

saved us through Christ and gave us the gift of the Spirit.  

 

Beloved, let us love one another, for love is of God;  

and everyone who loves is born of God and knows God.  
8 He who does not love does not know God, for God is  

love. 9 In this the love of God was manifested toward us,  

that God has sent His only begotten Son into the world,  

that we might live through Him. 10 In this is love, not that  

we loved God, but that He loved us and sent His Son to  

be the propitiation for our sins. 11 Beloved, if God so loved  

us, we also ought to love one another. 

(1 John 4:7-11) 

 

Again we are told that the love of God was manifested toward us in the 

sacrifice of His Son Jesus Christ.  

 



Let’s think about Romans 5 and let’s connect verse 5 with verse 8. God 

pours out His love to us by the Spirit and demonstrates that love by pointing our 

thoughts to the sacrifice of His Son. The experience of the love of God is rooted 

in and flows from factual objective truth. In other words you do not experience 

the love of God by emptying your head and waiting for something to happen. It 

begins by knowing about and thinking about the truth! 

 

I must know the truth of Scripture. “God demonstrates” His love to me in 

that while I was still a sinner Christ died for me. I must know this and think about it 

and let it overwhelm my mind and heart. In John 3:16 we can read that God so 

loves the world. I am a part of the world. He loved so much that He gave His Son 

as a sacrifice for sin so that all who believe will gain everlasting life. 

 

I believe this and so I am saved and will not perish, because God loves 

me—me! God loves me so much that He willingly sacrificed His Son for me! I can 

endure anything. Troubles do not mean that God does not love me. He does 

and the sacrifice of Christ proves it. Think about this; let it overwhelm you! 

 

I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who  

live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live  

in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved  

me and gave Himself for me. 

(Galatians 2:20) 

 

 The manifestation of Christ’s love for you is that he sacrificed his life for 

you. And Christ loved you and sacrificed his life for you, because the love of 

God was at work in Christ for you. 2 Corinthians 5:19 tells us “God was in Christ 

reconciling the world to Himself, not imputing their trespasses to them.” God 

“demonstrates” present tense, His love for you and me not by granting us 

physical health, or money or success. He demonstrates it now, this moment by 

having me look at the sacrifice of Christ on the cross.  

 

 Christ’s sacrifice for us should overwhelm our hearts and minds, thus 

allowing the Spirit of God to warm our lives in God’s love. God’s goodness also 

blesses us in many ways and with many good things. But what proves His love is 

the cross of Christ. So through the Spirit and by thinking about truth we 

experience God’s love. Thirdly, the love of God is experienced through the 

power of prayer. 

 

And this I pray, that your love may abound still more  

and more in knowledge and all discernment, 10 that  

you may approve the things that are excellent, that  

you may be sincere and without offense till the day  

of Christ, 11 being filled with the fruits of righteousness  



which are by Jesus Christ, to the glory and praise of God. 

(Philippians 1:9-11) 

 

 Here is a prayer for our love to abound and overflow our hearts so that it 

spills over onto others. Therefore we should pray for love to overflow our lives and 

in the church and to others outside the church. But notice that love is to abound 

in “knowledge and discernment.” Godly love is not empty sentimentalism. It is 

deeply rooted in the Scriptures and regulated by it. Then we will know what and 

who to love and how and why.  

 

 You can say, “Well, I don’t want to forgive and love that person. He or she 

did much wrong to me.” But what does the Word of God say? In Ephesians we 

are told, “…be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, even 

as God in Christ forgave you…and walk in love, as Christ also loved us.”1 Let’s 

read another verse on prayer and love. 

 

Now may the Lord direct your hearts into the love of God  

and into the patience of Christ. 

(2 Thessalonians 3:5) 

 

 Here is another sweet, short prayer for God’s love to be realized and felt. 

And what Paul prays for is for God to “direct our hearts into the love of God.” 

This is a fantastic thought! My heart and your heart can move in certain 

directions. This means that our hearts can move away from the love of God. 

Then we become cold, angry, bitter, and resentful. We become dull in faith and 

hope.  

 

 This is why we need revival and this is what revival is. When the Lord takes 

hold of our hearts and directs them into faith and hope and love we experience 

His power and love and we change! Then church is exciting and the Christian 

life an adventure and a joy. The pastor doesn’t bring revival. Programs do not 

bring revival. You do and I do as we pray for God to change the direction of our 

hearts. We sing a song here, the lyrics are,  

 

Change my heart Oh God,  

Make it ever true. 

Change my heart Oh God, May I be like you.  

 

You are the Potter,  

I am the clay,  

Make me and mold me,  

This is what I pray. 

                                                           
1
 Ephesians 4:32-5:1 



 Sing that song with conviction. Pray that God directs your heart into the 

love of God. When I do that and when you do that there is revival. Finally, we 

experience love, the great love of God in our lives and within the church as we 

obey the Lord. 

 

As the Father loved Me, I also have loved you; abide  

in My love. 10 If you keep My commandments, you will  

abide in My love, just as I have kept My Father’s  

commandments and abide in His love. 

 
11 These things I have spoken to you, that My joy may  

remain in you, and that your joy may be full. 12 This is My 

commandment, that you love one another as I have  

loved you.  

(John 15:9-12) 

 

 To abide or remain in the love of God and Jesus Christ we must keep the 

commandment of Christ, which is to love one another. If we are committed to 

God and Christ we will be committed to loving one another, no matter what, no 

matter the sacrifice, because the sacrifice of Christ demonstrates God’s love to 

us. The fruit of our obedience will be that we experience the powerful love of 

God.  

 

 So, let me sum up all that we have learned. The love of God is poured out 

into our hearts in the gift of the Spirit. God demonstrates, present tense, His love 

for us by the sacrifice of Christ for us on the cross. As we know that truth and 

allow it to affect out thinking we will be overwhelmed by the love of God. Christ 

died for me, because he loves me, because God loves me! 

 

 Then pray for revival. Pray for God to move your heart into the direction of 

His love. And be ready to move in that direction and obey God’s Word to love 

even as God in Christ loves you. When the eyes of our hearts are opened to the 

greatness of God’s love it will overflow our hearts and touch the lives of others. 

Seek this fullness of love with all your might. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 


