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The Word 

 

 

 

 I would like for all of us to meet the Lord Jesus Christ. I know this sounds 

odd because many of us have been believers in and followers of Jesus for many 

years. But I would like to introduce the greatest man in the world to those who 

really don’t know him. And I would like to re-introduce Jesus Christ to the rest of 

us. And we will meet him and come to know him better through reading and 

understanding the Gospel of John. So, let’s begin 

 

In the beginning was the Word,  

and the Word was with God,  

and the Word was God. 2 He  

was in the beginning with God.  
3 All things were made through  

Him, and without Him nothing  

was made that was made. 4 In  

Him was life, and the life was the  

light of men. 5 And the light shines  

in the darkness, and the darkness  

did not comprehend it. 

(John 1:1-5) 

 

 In the introduction to his gospel, John gives us a panoramic view of the 

history of salvation. He begins with a huge flashback – “In the beginning.” And 

then like a musical overture we are presented with he major themes of his 

gospel, the Word, God, life, light, and darkness. And the darkness not 

comprehending or overcoming the light. 

 

 At the end of John’s gospel he tells us why he wrote his account of the life 

of Christ. His goal was “that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of 

God, and that believing you may have life in His name.”1 That really is the goal 

of all four gospels. They were all written after the death and resurrection of Jesus 

Christ to explain his life and ministry and sacrifice for our sins.  

 

 Matthew presents Jesus as the promised King of Israel of the lineage of 

King David of the tribe of Judah. Marl presents Jesus as the prophesied servant 

of the Lord. Luke presents Jesus as the perfect righteous man. And John presents 

 
1 John 20:31 



Jesus as the Christ, the Messiah, the Son of the Living God.2 And he does so in a 

very unique way. He introduces Jesus to us through the concept of “the Word.” 

 

 In the Greek text “Word” is translated from the word logos. The Jews 

understood the meaning of logos, because it was used in the Greek translation 

of the Old Testament for the Hebrew word dabar meaning “word.” To the Jew a 

word, especially God’s word had power. It was living and active. Creation 

came into being by the word of God. In Genesis 1:3 we read “Then God said, 

“Let there be light”; and there was light.” Psalm 33 declares, “ By the word of the 

Lord the heavens were made…For He spoke, and it was done; He commanded, 

and it stood fast.”3 

 

 God’s word also brought deliverance and healing. In Psalm 107:20 we 

read, “He sent His word and healed them, And delivered them from their 

destructions.” And in Psalm 119:105 the psalmist sang, “Your word is a lamp to 

my feet and a light to my path.” John’s Jewish readers understood the concept 

of the word, the logos. 

 

 But when John wrote his gospel many Gentiles, non-Jews, had become 

Christian. Inn fact by the end of the first century there were far more gentiles in 

the church than Jews. To the Greek or Gentile mind there was a plan, a 

purpose, a design for creation and all of life. Even our ability to think and to 

reason and understand came from this grand design or purpose. This purpose 

and plan was called the logos, the word. The logos is the power that puts order 

and meaning into our world. The logos is the creative and guiding principle of 

the mind of God. 

 

 John begins his gospel, his introduction to Jesus Christ with “In the 

beginning was the Word.” Therefore, the first, most important thing for us to 

understand as we meet Jesus, is what does “the Word” mean? A word, your 

word, my word is an audible or visual expression of our thoughts, plans and 

feelings. But the manner in which these first five verses of John’s gospel are 

translated from the Greek, lead many people to think that “the Word” is Jesus. In 

fact the Bible version, “Today’s Living Bible” actually reads like this saying, 

“Before anything else existed, there was Christ, with God. He has always been 

alive and is himself God.”4 

 

 
2 Each of these corresponds to Old Testament prophecies concerning “The Branch” the offspring of Jesse, the 
father of King David. God promised to restore the kingly line of David and to have the kingdom ruled forever by a 
righteous king. There is The Branch, the King – Jeremiah 23:5, 6, The Branch, the Servant – Zechariah 3:8, The 
Branch, the man – Zechariah 6:12, 13, and The Branch of the Lord, or the Son of God – Isaiah 4:2. 
3 Psalm 33:6, 9 
4 John 1:1, 2 



 But is this really what the apostle John and the Greek text is telling us? The 

answer is, no. As I mentioned the Greek word translated “Word” is logos. And 

logos never means a person, it means a plan, a purpose, a message, an 

expression of thought, logic and will. Therefore, “In the beginning was the 

Word,” God’s plan and purpose for all of life. His word expressed His character 

and will revealed in all of creation.  

 

 Then verse one states, “and the Word was with God.” God’s Word was 

with Him just like your words and thoughts are with you. In Job 10:13, Job is 

speaking to God about His plans for him and he says to God, “And these things 

You have hidden in Your heart; I know that this was with You.” So, in the very 

beginning God had a plan, a purpose for creation and for humanity. Then the 

rest of verse 1 reads, “and the Word was God.” How are we to understand that 

phrase? 

 

 I don’t want to get too technical, but the definite article “the” in the 

Greek is ho. That article is with the first word God, “the Word was with [ho the] 

God.” It is not translated in English, but it is there in the text. But the second word 

“God” has no definite article before it. In Greek when a noun is without the 

definite article the noun becomes like an adjective that describes something. 

The New English Bible catches this and says, “and what God was, the Word 

was.” This means the thoughts and plans within God’s heart and mind were the 

very essence of His character and will. Now, let’s go on to verses 2 and 3. 

 

He was in the beginning with God.  
3 All things were made through Him,  

and without Him nothing was made  

that was made. 

(John 1:2, 3) 

 

 The words “He” and “Him” in these first five verses are all translated from 

an impersonal pronoun. It is the Greek word autos and should always be 

translated as “it” or “the same.” Therefore, the opening lines of John’s gospel 

should read,  

 

“In the beginning was the logos [the purpose and will and plan] of God. The 

logos [the Word] fully expressed all that God is. The plan was there in God’s 

heart in the beginning. All things were made according to this plan and nothing 

was made without it.” 

 

Or, more literally,  

 



“In the beginning was the Word [the logos]. The Word was with God. And what 

God was, the Word was. It existed in the beginning with God. All things were 

made through it and without it nothing was made that was made.” 

 

Now, verse 4. 
4 In Him was life, and the life was  

the light of men. 

(John 1:4) 

 

 In the Word, the logos, not “Him” there was life, not simply physical life, but 

everlasting and abundant life. And the “light” which the Word of God beings 

shows us the truth. It revels true life and the nature and will of God. It is a guiding 

light. It is a light that puts darkness, spiritual chaos to flight! And the darkness can 

never extinguish the light.  

 
5 And the light shines in the darkness,  

and the darkness did not comprehend it. 

(John 1:5) 

 

 The word “comprehend” would be better translated as “overcome” or 

“over power” or “extinguish. There is a darkness in our world, a spiritual darkness 

of evil and wickedness that is a s real as God’s light. One Greek word for 

“darkness” is zophos. It is a poetic term with the idea of gloomy, nebulous 

darkness. The word that is used here, however is skatia. This is a much stronger 

term meaning complete and full darkness, no light at all. 

 

 But no matter how powerfully darkness tries it can never put out the light. 

There is a darkness in our world that tries to banish the Word and will of God. But 

no matter how dark a room is, light one small candle and darkness flees.  

 

There was a man sent from God,  

whose name was John. 7 This man  

came for a witness, to bear witness  

of the Light, that all through him  

might believe. 8 He was not that  

Light, but was sent to bear witness  

of that Light. 

(John 1:6-8) 

 

 This is speaking of John the Baptist. He was the pivot point in biblical history 

for we read in Luke 16:16 that the law and the prophets were proclaimed until 

John. John spoke boldly of the coming kingdom of God and of repentance and 

of the coming of Christ. And here we see the essence of his work. He was a 

witness to the light. This is to be the work of all who serve in the church. John’s 



ministry was to prepare the way for Jesus Christ. We will see more of this in the 

next chapter.  

 

 It’s interesting to note that John, like his father, was a priest from the line of 

Aaron. But he did not take up work in the temple in Jerusalem. This is because 

the temple would no longer be the focus and center of attention. Christ would 

be central in relating to God and John pointed to Christ. 
9 That was the true Light which gives  

light to every man coming into the world. 

(John 1:9) 

 

 This verse would be better translated as “That was the true light coming 

into the world which gives light to every man.” There are two Greek words for 

“true” one is alethe, which means true as opposed to false. But here the word is 

alethinos, which means the full truth as opposed to partial truth, in other words, 

the whole truth and nothing  but the truth. 

 

 Without the Word of God, without the logos, without the will of God, there 

may be light and good things, but they are only partial, fragmented and 

deficient. And some people just do not love the light, the logos. They are like 

people who desire to live underground so they do not have to see the sun light. 

They are in moral and spiritual darkness. Some people are blind because Satan, 

the god of this age, keeps them from the truth.5 

 

 Others, we are told in Romans 1:21 are prideful and reject and suppress 

the truth of God and so their so their foolish hearts are darkened. But the 

blindness can be healed Psalm 119:130 tells us, “The entrance of Your words 

gives light; It gives understanding to the simple.” To understand the world and 

the meaning and purpose of life we need to receive the light and life that 

comes from the logos. 

 
10 He was in the world, and the world  

was made through Him, and the world  

did not know Him. 11 He came to His own,  

and His own did not receive Him. 

(John 10:10, 11) 

 

 God came to His own people, Israel through His Word, through His 

prophets and His miracles and loving care. But the world did not really know His 

character and heart. And then God came through Jesus Christ. And Jesus 

ought to have been warmly received. But just as they dishonored and despised 

the prophets so the religious leaders and many of the people rejected Christ.  

 
5 2 Corinthians 4:4 



 
12 But as many as received Him,  

to them He gave the right to  

become children of God, to  

those who believe in His name:  
13 who were born, not of blood,  

nor of the will of the flesh, nor of  

the will of man, but of God. 

(John 1:12, 13) 

 

 We receive God through believing in Jesus Christ. And to believe in the 

biblical sense is more than mere mental assent. It represents a strong, personal 

commitment to an ideal, a truth or a person. Here is how The New English Bible 

translates this section, “to those who yielded Him their allegiance, He gave the 

right to become children of God.” 

 

 And becoming a child of God is the greatest miracle in the world. It is not 

something we work for, or merit, or inherit. It is gained by the power of God 

changing who we are spiritually.6 

 

And the Word became flesh and  

dwelt among us, and we beheld  

His glory, the glory as of the only  

begotten of the Father, full of  

grace and truth. 

(John 1:14) 

 

 Here is the climax to the overture of the Gospel of John. And it is a 

tremendous revelation! The logos, the Word of God, His plan for life, His will for 

humanity, the full will and heart of God is expressed in a living breathing, human 

being, Jesus Christ. 

 

 What became “flesh” what was revealed and expressed in a real human 

being was not a pre-existing, or eternally begotten, spiritual being called the Son 

of God. What was became flesh, what was revealed and expressed in a real 

human being was God’s will for humanity, His character, His love, goodness and 

truth. Jesus of Nazareth is the full expression in a human being of the power, 

wisdom, righteousness, love and grace of God. And he is the full expression of 

truth. So many people think there is no such thing as absolute truth. They may 

have their own view of truth, but it is based on nothing. But Jesus Christ brings us 

truth to enlighten our minds, to free our hearts, to transform our lives and give us 

hope. 

 
6 Titus 3:4-7 



 
15 John bore witness of Him and  

cried out, saying, “This was He of  

whom I said, ‘He who comes after  

me is preferred before me, for He  

was before me.’ ” 

(John 1:15) 

 

 Again, this is translated to promote a false idea that Jesus pre-existed his 

birth. It should read, “This was he of whom I said, ‘he who comes after me has 

surpassed me, for he was my superior.” Jesus did not pre-exist his birth. He came 

into being by a direct creative act in Mary’s womb.7 But his person is superior to 

John in that his work is far superior.  

 

And of His fullness we have all  

received, and grace for grace.  
17 For the law was given through  

Moses, but grace and truth came  

through Jesus Christ. 

(John 1:16, 17) 

 

 There is a fullness from God through Christ to fill the emptiness of our 

hearts, a fullness, an inexhaustible fullness of grace and truth and wisdom and 

power and love for all of us in Jesus Christ. It is not a one time sharing of his 

fullness, or a now and then experience. It is a daily, hourly, every moment of 

wave after wave of grace to meet our every need.  

 

 Colossians 1:19 informs us that it pleased God that all His fullness, all of His 

divine power and attributes should dwell in Christ. And then Colossians 2:10 

reveals that we are complete in Christ. We are complete in that we now stand 

before God in complete and full holiness and righteousness. And we are 

complete and full in that all the divine resources we may ever need for all of life 

we have in Christ. All that we need to perfect our character and to live for God 

we have in Jesus Christ. 

 

No one has seen God at any time.  

The only begotten Son, who is in the  

bosom of the Father, He has declared  

Him. 

(John 1:18) 

 
7 In Luke 1:35, the angel Gabriel told Maty that her child would be conceived by the Spirit or the power of God at 
work in her. Jesus came into being by a direct act of God, that is why he is called the son of God. Just like Adam is 
called the son of God (Luke 3:38). 



 

 To be in the bosom of someone is a Hebrew idiom that expresses the 

deepest intimacy. In Christ’s words and deeds, in his life and death we earn as 

much about God as we can now know. We learn about His goodness, mercy, 

power, holiness and sacrificial love. If we are to truly know God we must know 

Jesus Christ. This is my goal as we study John’s gospel. I desire for us to meet and 

understand and believe in and love the Lord Jesus Christ. For when we do the 

logos will live in us. 

 

 

 

 


