
Meeting Jesus 

 

John 1:35-51 

 

Come and See 

 

 

 

 Human beings must worship. That’s just how we are put together. 

Everyone esteems and worships and serves something so devoutly that it 

dictates our ideals and decisions our attitudes and actions. We can either 

worship the one true God or the counterfeit gods we find in the world. We can 

worship sports, art, politics, science, money even our own physical looks and 

intellect. Our devotion can be to just about anything.  

 

 But worshipping something that is a part of creation will never measure up 

to the joy received by worshipping and loving the Creator. This is because 

inevitably we become like the object of our devotion. If you’ll recall last week 

we read John 1:18 that stated, 

 

No one has seen God at any time. The only begotten Son,  

who is in the bosom of the Father, He has declared Him.  

 

In other words Jesus Christ so worshipped and served God that his life reveals 

and explains who God is and what He is like. And because of this Jesus attracts 

people to him. In the Scriptures before us today five of the twelve men who 

became apostles meet Jesus and the course of their lives are changed forever. 

Let’s meet Jesus again this morning. 

 

Again, the next day, John stood with two of his disciples.  
36 And looking at Jesus as He walked, he said, “Behold  

the Lamb of God!” 37 The two disciples heard him speak,  

and they followed Jesus. 38 Then Jesus turned, and seeing  

them following, said to them, “What do you seek?” 

They said to Him, “Rabbi” (which is to say, when translated, 

Teacher), “where are You staying?” 39 He said to them,  

“Come and see.” They came and saw where He was  

staying, and remained with Him that day (now it was  

about the tenth hour). 

(John 1:35-39) 

 



 The John mentioned in verse 35 is John the Baptist. Earlier he had baptized 

Jesus and literally saw the Spirit of God descending upon him like a dove.1 This 

signaled to John that Jesus was the Messiah, the Christ, the King of Israel and 

Savior of the world. Seeing Jesus again John points him out to two of his disciples 

and cried out “Behold, the Lamb of God.” 

 

 Every Jew knew what was meant by that title. The first problem that 

people have to settle before they can joyfully worship God is the problem of sin. 

It is our sin nature that keeps us from enjoying God. Under the Old Covenant 

God provided animal sacrifices to pay the penalty for sin. It was a sacrificed 

lamb and its shed blood that saved every Jew from death on Passover when 

Israel was delivered from slavery in Egypt. It was a lamb that was sacrificed daily 

for the sins of the people.2 And Isaiah prophesied that the coming redeemer 

would be like a lamb led to the slaughter. He would die not for his own sins but 

God would lay upon him all of our iniquities.3 Jesus gave his life for you and me 

so that we could worship God without any sense of guilt or shame. 

 

 Well, the two disciples of the Baptist who followed Jesus were John who 

wrote the gospel and Andrew. John never identifies himself in this gospel except 

in an indirect manner. But both men followed the Lord and when Jesus saw 

them he turned and asked “What do you seek?” 

 

Then Jesus turned, and seeing them following,  

said to them, “What do you seek?” 

(v. 38) 

 

 This is one of the great questions of life because it goes right to the core of 

who we are and what we want out of life. It is the most penetrating question you 

can ask yourself. We get up in the morning, eat breakfast then go to work or 

school. We come home in the evening, eat dinner, watch TV or read a book or 

go on Facebook—whatever. Then we go to bed, wake up the next morning 

and start all over again. 

 

 Have you ever really asked yourself “What am I really seeking out of life?” 

You can live the “normal” life without meeting Jesus and following him. But you’ll 

never live the more abundant life and you’ll never experience everlasting life.4 

And Jesus will bring meaning and purpose to your life that will affect all that you 

do. He will take the drudgery and staleness out of what you do and why you do 
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it. You will work and serve not just for a paycheck or because you need to. You 

will do what you do, all that you do, for the glory of God and the good of others. 

 

 And there is another question here for those of us who do know Jesus 

Christ. What do you seek by following Jesus? Is it status and power you want in 

the coming kingdom? Do you want comfort ad material blessings? Do you seek 

the forgiveness of your sins and inner peace? Do you seek healing? Jesus Christ 

will receive you whatever you are seeking when you begin to follow him. But the 

more closely you follow Jesus he will give you greater desires that you ever 

imagined that you would have. 

 

 So Jesus asked “What are you seeking?” And John and Andrew answer 

“Where are you staying?” That’s an odd answer. But perhaps they wanted to sit 

down and talk to Jesus and find out more about him before they commit 

themselves. That’s a good idea! Don’t just take someone’s word about Christ 

examine him for yourself from the Scriptures. Jesus replied to John and Andrew’s 

question and to all who are seeking by saying “Come and see.” If you have 

never met Jesus as your Savior he invites you. In Matthew 11 he said,  

 

Come to Me, all you who labor and are heavy laden,  

and I will give you rest. 29 Take My yoke upon you and  

learn from Me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and  

you will find rest for your souls. 

(Matthew 11:28, 29) 

 

 The invitation to come to Jesus and learn from him is for those of us who 

know him too. Andrew and John spent almost a whole day with Jesus. 

Sometimes it’s hard for us to find an hour on Sunday, let alone time during the 

week! There is a study sheet at the end of this teaching on who you are in Christ. 

Take time this week to go over the list and let Jesus work in your heart. Let Christ 

dwell in your heart by faith. Let me show you why from Ephesians 3. 

 

For this reason I bow my knees to the Father of our  

Lord Jesus Christ, 15 from whom the whole family in  

heaven and earth is named, 16 that He would grant  

you, according to the riches of His glory, to be  

strengthened with might through His Spirit in the inner  

man, 17 that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith;  

that you, being rooted and grounded in love, 18 may be  

able to comprehend with all the saints what is the width  

and length and depth and height— 19 to know the love  

of Christ which passes knowledge; that you may be filled  

with all the fullness of God. 

(Ephesians 3:14-19) 



 As we focus on Christ and believe on all that he is to us, and as we act 

obediently on God’s word, Christ lives in us in an active way. It is possible to be 

so strong spiritually that you can manifest God’s love, mercy, kindness and 

holiness in all that you do. To be filled with all the fullness of God through faith in 

Christ is to have your life dramatically changed! In Revelation 3:20 Jesus said, 

“Behold I stand at the door and knock.” He is ready to have fellowship with us 

and to give us strength and joy when we are ready. 

 

 So Make the time to ask yourself “What am I seeking in life” And allow 

Christ to work in your heart through Scripture and the Spirit of God. After their 

day with Jesus, Andrew went to find his brother Simon. 

 

One of the two who heard John speak, and followed  

Him, was Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother. 41 He first found  

his own brother Simon, and said to him, “We have found  

the Messiah” (which is translated, the Christ). 42 And he  

brought him to Jesus. Now when Jesus looked at him,  

He said, “You are Simon the son of Jonah. You shall be  

called Cephas” (which is translated, A Stone). 

(John 1:40-42) 

 

 Can you imagine how excited Andrew was? The Messiah, the Savior, the 

promised Redeemer was among them right there and then! Andrew didn’t want 

his brother to miss out. Knowing Christ means that you want others to know Christ 

especially the people that you love. The most loving thing you can do is to bring 

someone to Jesus. So Andrew brought Simon. 

 

And he brought him to Jesus. Now when Jesus looked at  

him, He said, “You are Simon the son of Jonah. You shall  

be called Cephas” (which is translated, A Stone). 

 

 God was at work in Jesus and Jesus saw straight into Simon’s heart and 

changed his name. Simon means “listener.” Simon was one of those people who 

was tuned in to what everyone around him had to say. Jesus knew that Simon 

was easily affected by the opinions of others. A lot of people are like that. 

 

 Do you remember what Peter did the night Jesus Christ was arrested? A 

young woman came up to him and asked “Aren’t you a disciple of Jesus?” And 

her words caused Simon so much fear that he denied his Lord. So Jesus looked 

into Simon’s heart and changed his name to Cephas, which is Aramaic for 

Peter—a stone or rock. In fellowship with Jesus Peter learned to listen to the right 

voice. Years later standing before the same Jewish leaders who had Christ 

crucified Peter was commanded to stop preaching about Jesus Christ. He 



refused saying, “we cannot but speak the things we have seen and heard.”5 

Simon had become a rock after being with Jesus. 

 

The following day Jesus wanted to go to Galilee,  

and He found Philip and said to him, “Follow Me.”  
44 Now Philip was from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew  

and Peter. 

(John 1:43, 44) 

 

 Notice that we are told specifically that Jesus found Philip. And notice too 

that he is from the same town as Andrew and Peter. Why didn’t they go and tell 

Philip about Jesus? Perhaps Philip was the kind of person no one ever thinks 

about. If you’re feeling forgotten and ignored, be encouraged. God has not 

forgotten you.  In Isaiah 49 God asks a profound question, 

 

Can a woman forget her nursing child, 

And not have compassion on the son of her womb? 

Surely they may forget, 

Yet I will not forget you. 
16 See, I have inscribed you on the palms of My hands; 

(vv. 15, 16) 

 

 In the ancient world people would often tattoo the name of a loved one 

on their hand so as to always remember them. God loves you and will never 

forget you! And he loves Philip too. And He sent Jesus Christ to find you. Well, no 

one thought about Philip, but he thought about a friend named Nathaniel.6  

 

Philip found Nathanael and said to him, “We have  

found Him of whom Moses in the law, and also the  

prophets, wrote—Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph.” 
46 And Nathanael said to him, “Can anything good come  

out of Nazareth?” Philip said to him, “Come and see.” 

(John 1:45, 46) 

 

 Nathaniel doesn’t get easily excited. He’s seen Messiah’s come and go 

before. He has probably had his hopes raised only to be hurt and disappointed. 

He is also a snob! Everyone in Jerusalem looked down on the people of Galilee. 

And Nazareth was in Galilee. In fact the people of Galilee looked down upon 

the town of Nazareth. Nathaniel just could not believe that someone from 

Nazareth had the answers to life’s big questions. 
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 A lot of people still feel that way about Jesus and Christianity. Can 

anything good really come of it? People love to roll their eyes at Christianity and 

its claims about who Jesus is and what he has done and what he can do for 

them. The “knowing” people, the “with it” people say, “Don’t bother me with 

your Christianity. I grew up with it. It’s not for me.” Or “I don’t see any value in it.” 

Or “I’ve been hurt by other Christians.” 

 

 What do you say to people who scoff and Christ? All you can really say is, 

“I understand, but come and see the real thing.” Nathaniel’s pride and 

contempt for Nazareth could have kept him from the greatest discovery of his 

life. But the great thing here is that it didn’t. 

 

Jesus saw Nathanael coming toward Him, and said of him,  

“Behold, an Israelite indeed, in whom is no deceit!” 

(John 1:47) 

 

 Now, what does Jesus mean by this statement? Well, I think his point is that 

Nathaniel’s bluntness showed that although he was skeptical, the fact that he 

went to see Jesus showed he was willing to examine the evidence with an open 

mind and heart. That’s rare not just in ancient Israel, but today as well. We all 

have prejudices and our minds are closed to certain things. That’s part of the 

power of sin. So if you know someone like this pray for that person. God can 

open hard hearts and He can heal broken ones. 

 

Nathanael said to Him, “How do You know me?” 

Jesus answered and said to him, “Before Philip called  

you, when you were under the fig tree, I saw you.” 
49 Nathanael answered and said to Him, “Rabbi, You  

are the Son of God! You are the King of Israel!” 

(John 1:48, 49) 

 

 What was Philip doing under the fig tree and how did Jesus see it? No one 

knows—except God. God knows every detail of our lives. He knows our hurts, 

fears, hopes and dreams. And Jesus is on a mission for God. Supernaturally or 

otherwise Jesus saw something about Nathaniel that no one else knew about. 

And something in Nathaniel’s heart was touched. 

 

Jesus answered and said to him, “Because I said to you,  

‘I saw you under the fig tree,’ do you believe? You will s 

ee greater things than these.” 51 And He said to him,  

“Most assuredly, I say to you, hereafter you shall see heaven  

open, and the angels of God ascending and descending  

upon the Son of Man.” 

(John 1:50, 51) 



 

 Jesus responded to Nathaniel’s faith by basically saying, “You ain’t seen 

nothing yet.” Then his words reference an old Testament story in Genesis. Jacob 

had a dream of a ladder that reached from heaven to earth. The ladder 

represented a way for God and people to have full access to one another. 

Jesus Christ is that ladder. He is our access to God.7 

 

 Finally Jesus called himself “the Son of Man.” This is Christ’s favorite title for 

himself. He used it over 80 times. It has reference to the Old Testament book of 

Daniel, chapter 7. In a prophetic revelation Daniel sees one called the Son of 

Man standing before God to receive authority to rule over the earth as King of 

kings. Jesus is the Son of Man. And he will return as King of kings and Lord of 

lords. 

 

 Our world is not what it should be. Because of what people worship there 

is war, oppression and injustice. Because of sin there is sorrow, sickness and 

death. Our world is not the paradise it was meant to be. And people are not 

who they were meant to be. But in Jesus Christ there is hope. After each of these 

men met Jesus Christ he changed the course of the lives forever. At Christ’s 

return all of nature will be restored to the paradise it was meant to be. And right 

now Jesus can change all of us. 

 

 2 Corinthians 5:17 declares that “if anyone is in Christ he is a new creation: 

old things have passed away; behold all things are new.” Being in Christ means 

there is new life within you. As you follow Christ you will become the better man 

or woman you have desired to be. 

 

 This is because Christ enables us to truly worship the living God. And we all 

become like the object of our devotion. 

 

 

 

Who I am in Christ  

 I am accepted in Christ  
 

I am God's child: John 1:12; 1 John 3:1, 2; Romans 8:14-16  

I am Christ's friend: John 15:15  

I have been justified and made righteous before God: Romans 3:21-26; 5:1; 2 

Corinthians 5:21  

I am united with the Lord and one with him in the Spirit: 1 Corinthians 6:17; Colossians 

1:27  
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I am a member of Christ's body: 1 Corinthians 12:27  

I have been adopted and made an heir of God: Ephesians 1:5; Romans 8:15-17  

I have direct access to God through Christ by the Spirit: Ephesians 2:18  

I have been delivered from Satan's power, brought into the kingdom of God, and forgiven 

of all my sins: Colossians 1:12-14  

I am complete in Christ: Colossians 2:10  

 I am secure in Christ  
 

I am free forever of condemnation and shall never come under God's wrath: Romans 8:1, 

2; John 3:16-18  

I know that all things work together for good for those who love God: Romans 8:28  

I cannot ever be separated from the love of God: Romans 8:35  

I have been anointed and sealed by God's spirit which guarantees my salvation and 

inheritance: 2 Corinthians 1:21; Ephesians 1:13, 14  

My life is hidden with Christ in God: Colossians 3:3  

God will bring to full completion the good work He began in me: Philippians 1:6  

I am a citizen of God's kingdom and member of His household: Ephesians 2:19  

I have full access to all of God's grace and mercy in time of need: Romans 5:1, 2; 

Hebrews 4:16  

He who is in me is greater than the evil one who is in the world: 1 John 4:14; 5:18  

 I am significant in Christ  
 

I am the salt and the light of the earth: Matthew 5:13, 14  

I am a branch of the true vine. Christ's life flows through me: John 15:1, 5; Galatians 

2:20  

I can produce godly fruit: John 15:16; Galatians 5:22, 23  

I can manifest the Spirit for the good of the church: 1 Corinthians 12:7  

I am a witness and ambassador for Jesus Christ: Acts 1:8; 2 Corinthians 5:17-20  

With other believers I am growing into a holy temple in the Lord; a dwelling place of 

God in the Spirit: Ephesians 2:21, 22  

I am seated with Christ in the heavenly realm: Ephesians 2:6  

I am God's workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works: Ephesians 2:10  

I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me: Philippians 4:13  

 

 

 

 

 

 


