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 I would like for all of us to meet Jesus Christ this summer. I know that might 

sound odd, because many of us have been believers in and followers of Jesus 

Christ for many years. But I would like to introduce the greatest man in the world 

to those who have never met him. And I would like to re-introduce Jesus Christ 

to the rest of us.  

 

 Jesus changes the life of every person who trusts in him and he changes it 

for the better. He made a promise that said, “I have come that they may have 

life and that they may have it more abundantly.”1Jesus Christ gives us real, 

fulfilling, satisfying life, because he brings us to God who gives us everlasting life. 

So let’s meet Jesus Christ or meet him again and allow him to change our lives. 

 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was  

with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was in the  

beginning with God. 3 All things were made through  

Him, and without Him nothing was made that was  

made. 4 In Him was life, and the life was the light of  

men. 5 And the light shines in the darkness, and the  

darkness did not comprehend it. 

(John 1:1-5) 

 

 At the end of John’s gospel he tells us that he wrote so “that you may 

believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that believing you may have 

life in his name.”2 Therefore right at the start the apostle reveals something 

absolutely profound about Jesus. He wrote “In the beginning was the Word.” This 

statement and the verses that follow are familiar to Christians. But they have 

often been terribly misunderstood. 

 

“In the beginning was the Word.” This is a very simple phrase, but it is full of 

power. Words have power to create or to destroy. Think of these words 

“Welcome home; Congratulations it’s a girl; I love you” or “The divorce is final; I 

hate you; I am sorry, he’s dead.” Words are more than sounds hanging in the air. 
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They can communicate the depth of someone’s heart and mind. Words can 

bring to your heart sorrow or joy. 

 

The phrase “In the beginning” parallels Genesis 1:1 which says “In the 

beginning God created the heavens and the earth.” How did He do it? Psalm 

33 declares  

 

By the word of the LORD3 the heavens were made, 

And all the host of them by the breath of His mouth… 
9 For He spoke, and it was done; He commanded,  

and it stood fast. 

(Psalm 33:6, 9) 

 

God created by His Word. Scripture celebrates over and over again the 

power of God’s Word. In Isaiah 55: 11 God said,  

 

So shall My word be that goes forth from My mouth; 

It shall not return to Me void, 

But it shall accomplish what I please, 

And it shall prosper in the thing for which I sent it. 

 

In Psalm 119:105 the psalmist sang,  

 

Your word is a lamp to my feet 

And a light to my path. 

 

And in Matthew 4:4 Jesus declared,  

 

Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word  

that proceeds from the mouth of God. 

 

 And so John’s gospel, his introduction to Jesus Christ begins “In the 

beginning was the Word.” Therefore the first most important thing for us to 

understand as we meet Jesus and allow him to touch our lives is what does the 

word “Word” mean? A word, your word, my word, is an audible or visual 

expression of our thoughts and feelings. But the manner in which these first five 

verses of John are translated from the Greek lead many people to think that the 

“Word” is Jesus. In fact the translation “Today’s Living Bible” reads,  

 

  Before anything else existed, there was Christ.  

He has always been alive and is Himself God. 
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 But is this really what John and the Greek text is telling us? The answer is 

no. The Greek word translated “Word’ is logos. And logos means a plan, a 

purpose, a message, an expression of thought, logic and will. It is used of 

utterances, promises and commands.  

 

 The ancient Greeks believed that the universe is not random or chaotic, 

but that it had a rational and moral order to it. In other words there was a plan 

and a purpose for all of creation. They were correct in that belief. Any scientist 

who studies nature is always amazed to see the complexity of life, the marvelous 

symmetry of things. There is order and design and purpose behind all matter 

whether flowers, stars or human beings. The ancient Greeks called this design 

and plan and purpose the logos. 

 

 When the Old Testament was first translated from Hebrew to Greek this 

word logos was used to translate the Hebrew word dabar which means “word.” 

For example Psalm 119:74 states “I have hoped in Your word.” The psalmist took 

hope in God’s revealed word, in His plan of salvation and promises. In Psalm 

107:20 Scripture proclaims “He [God] sent His word and healed them and 

delivered them from all their destructions.” 

 

 When we read in Psalm 33 “By the word of the LORD the heavens were 

made” we can understand that the world is not the result of blind random 

forces. Life is not “a tale told by an idiot full of sound and fury signifying 

nothing.”4 There is a purpose to life, a plan for the universe. There is a reason for 

you and for me. The word logos is never used in the Bible to represent a pre-

existing person. It is always used of a saying, a plan or a purpose.  

 

 Therefore “In the beginning was the Word” God’s plan and thoughts and 

purpose for all of life. Then verse one states “and the Word was with God.” Now, 

how can God’s Word be with Him? Well, when Job spoke of God’s will for his life 

in chapter 10 and verse 13 he said, “And these things You have hidden in Your 

heart: I know that this was with You.” In other words God’s plan for Job, His Word 

and will for Job, was with Him in His heart and mind.  

 

 So in the very beginning God had a plan and a purpose for creation and 

for humanity. The rest of verse 1 reads “the Word was God.” How are we to 

understand this phrase? Well, the New English Bible translates that phrase like 

this: “and what God was, the Word was.” This means the plans within God’s 

heart and mind were the very reflection of His character and will. Now come 

verses 2 and 3. 
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He was in the beginning with God. 3 All things were  

made through Him, and without Him nothing was made  

that was made. 

(John 1:2, 3) 

 

 Here is where the water gets muddy. The words “He” and “Him” in the first 

5 verses of John are translated from an impersonal pronoun5 in the Greek and 

should always be translated as “it” or “the same.”6 Therefore you can 

accurately translate the opening lines of John’s gospel in this manner: 

 

  In the beginning was the creative and redemptive  

plan of God. And this plan and purpose fully represented  

all that God is. The plan was there in God’s heart in the  

beginning. All things were made according to this plan  

and nothing was made without it. 

 

Now, verses 4 and 5. 

 

In Him [it] was life, and the life was the light of men.  
5 And the light shines in the darkness, and the darkness  

did not comprehend it. 

(John 1:4, 5) 

 

 In “it” in the Word, the plan, the purpose and will of God there is light, truth 

and life. There is fullness of life, everlasting life. And this life comes from the Word 

and will of God. Light is symbolic for knowledge, the understanding of truth. 

 

 People can never really understand this world and the meaning and 

purpose of life until they receive the life and light that comes from the logos. This 

is difficult for people to understand. We are proud of our intellect and 

achievements. But if we really think about life and its struggles and pains and 

problems that have no solution from generation to generation we have to admit 

that these words are true. Without the logos, the moral; order and plan of life 

individuals and societies fall apart. Now, with all of this in mind let’s meet Jesus. 

 

And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us,  

and we beheld His glory, the glory as of the only  

begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth. 

(John 1:14) 
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 This is such a tremendous statement! The Word of God, His plan for life, His 

will for humanity, the full will and heart of God is expressed in a living, breathing 

human being—Jesus Christ. What became flesh in John 1:14 was not a pre-

existing or eternally begotten Son of God. What became flesh was God’s full 

plan and heart for humanity. Jesus of Nazareth is the Word now. He is the full 

expression, as a living human being of the wisdom and power of God.7 He is 

what humanity was meant to be and still can be. Jesus is what you and I can 

be.  

 

 In Genesis 1:27 it is written “So God created man in His image; in the 

image of God he created…male and female.” The original man and woman, 

Adam and Eve, were capable of embodying the logos, the will of God. They 

were able to experience it in all they did. They could experience the sweet joy 

of fellowship with God. They could love each other with the love of God. And 

they could rightly rule the world for God. Man was God’s representative in 

creation. 

 

 But then tragedy struck humanity. Eve was deceived by Satan and Adam 

sinned and disobeyed God. And humanity and all of creation has suffered 

since. The world is not what it should be. People are not who they should be. But 

in John 1:14 we are told that we can see who we are to be in Jesus Christ. He is 

now the only man fully capable of showing us who God is and who we are to 

be and how we are to live. Jesus said “I am the way, the truth and the life. No 

one comes to the Father except through Me.”8 

 

 Jesus is the way to the Father. He is the way to the truth—the logos. He is 

the way to life—full, everlasting life. And something miraculous happens to those 

who meet Jesus Christ and trust him with their lives. 

 

But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right  

to become children of God, to those who believe in His  

name 

(John 1:12) 

 

 Those who receive by faith Jesus Christ, the full expression of God’s Word 

and will receive full authority to claim the exalted title “children of God”! And 

something wonderful takes place in the very core of who we are. 

 

And of His fullness we have all received, and grace  

for grace. 

(John 1:16) 
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 All the fullness of God is in Jesus Christ and all that is in Christ is available to 

us.9 The love of God is ours. The wisdom of God is ours. The power of God is ours. 

This is an ongoing fullness. It is grace upon or heaped upon grace. It is wave 

after wave of God’s favor and kindness to us today, tomorrow and forever. No 

matter what you may face in life God’s grace to you in Jesus Christ will never be 

exhausted! 

 
 For the law was given through Moses, but grace and  

truth came through Jesus Christ. 18 No one has seen  

God at any time. The only begotten Son, who is in  

the bosom of the Father, He has declared Him. 

(John 1:17, 18) 

 

 The law of God is good and holy, but it only makes demands. We must do 

what the law requires or face judgment. But the requirements of the law are met 

fully by our Lord Jesus Christ and he offers us grace and truth. To those who 

come to Christ by faith, God’s promise is that every day we can experience His 

good and perfect will, His logos. And because we have been so loved by God 

in Christ we can reach out to others with the same love.  

 

 The logos is fully revealed in Jesus Christy and united to Christ you can 

reveal it too. Christ the logos can be seen in you, in your hands, in your feet, in 

your words and actions. God in Christ works through your kindness, through your 

touch, your smile and listening ear. Christ the logos is embodied in you if you are 

a follower of Jesus Christ. Christ is in you, the hope of glory!10 Say it, believe it, live 

it—Christ is in my heart, the logos is living here! 
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