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The Wedding at Cana 

 

 

 

 In Matthew 11:28 Jesus Christ said, “Come to Me, all you who labor and 

are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.” In Mark 10:45 he declared, “For even 

the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life a 

ransom for many.” And in John 10:10 Christ announced, “The thief does not 

come except to steal, and to kill, and to destroy. I have come that they may 

have life, and that they may have it more abundantly.” 

 

 All of these verses make it clear that the saving power of Jesus Christ takes 

us from a hard, desperate and needy situation and brings us to a place of rest, 

rescue and abundance. We will see this aptly illustrated in the story of Jesus at 

the wedding in Cana.  

 

 One of the many benefits of being in the Christian ministry is the joy of 

officiating at a wedding. We had one at my home the day before I taught this 

section of Scripture. And much like today an ancient Jewish wedding was a 

great celebration. But the bride was not the center of attention, the groom was. 

The wedding ceremony took place in the evening after a feast. And after the 

ceremony the bride and groom were taken on a torch lit parade, so everyone 

would see the spectacle. Then there was an open house and a part that lasted 

from the wedding, which usually happened on a Wednesday evening, to the 

start off the weekly Sabbath on Friday evening. So let’s drop in at the wedding. 

 

On the third day there was a  

wedding in Cana of Galilee,  

and the mother of Jesus was  

there. 

(John 2:1) 

 

 This is the third day after Jesus called a few men to be his disciples. So, it is 

a full seven days after John the Baptist pointed out that Jesus is the Christ. Jesus’ 

mother, Mary was at the wedding and she seems to know there’s a problem 

with he wine as we shall see. So, it was probably some family wedding in which 

she was involved.  

 

Now both Jesus and His disciples  

were invited to the wedding. 

(John 2:2) 

 



 It is interesting that Jesus was always welcome among those who were 

having a good time. In fact, he was often invited to dinner parties. And so, have 

you ever thought about how wonderful it is that the Lord was comfortable with 

and enjoyed events like this? There are some Christians who always seem 

opposed to fun events. Somehow they think that if people are having a good 

time it is because they are doing something illegal, immoral or fattening! But 

Proverbs 17:22 says, “A merry heart does good like a medicine.” And we need 

times to be merry.  

 

And when they ran out of wine,  

the mother of Jesus said to Him,  

“They have no wine.” 

(John 2:3) 

 

 To lack provisions for your guests at any time would be a problem. 

Hospitality at this time was a sacred duty. But to lack something at a wedding 

would bring terrible humiliation to the bride and groom. And in a Jewish 

wedding wine was crucial, not so guests could get drunk, but because it was 

symbolic of joy, of abundance and of the blessing of God.  

 

In Psalm 104:15 we read how God blesses the farm and the vineyard so 

we have food to nourish us and wine to make the heart glad. Ecclesiastes 10:19 

declares “A feast is made for laughter and wine makes merry.” In fact wine at 

an ancient Jewish wedding was so important that guests could initiate a law suit 

if no wine was provided.  

 

But the statement, “They have no wine” is not only a description of the 

wedding couple’s problem. It is also a succinct statement of the human 

condition without Christ. Life without Christ is life without wine—no joy! 

 

In Isaiah 53 we have the prophecy of the sacrifice and death of Jesus 

Christ for our sins. We are told that God laid on Christ the iniquity of us all. And 

when he died all of our sins past, present and future were all atoned. But we are 

also told in Isaiah that God will raise His Son back to life and the verses following 

speak of the joys of the coming kingdom Christ will bring to our world. It will be a 

kingdom where we will live forever and where our world be brought to a place 

of glory that will surpass the Garden of Eden. And then in Isaiah 55 there is a 

great invitation to join in the part of the coming Messianic Kingdom. The word of 

God declares,  

 

Ho! Everyone who thirsts, 

Come to the waters; 

And you who have no money, 

Come, buy and eat. 



Yes, come, buy wine and milk 

Without money and without price. 
2 Why do you spend money for what is not bread, 

And your wages for what does not satisfy? 

Listen carefully to Me, and eat what is good, 

And let your soul delight itself in abundance. 

(Isaiah 55:1, 2) 

 

 Like the wedding part where the wine ran out, there comes a time, no 

matter how successful in the world one might be when there is no joy. We win 

the trophy, we are the champions of the world, we’ve reached the top and we 

look around and ask, “Is that all there is?” Somehow the wine fails and life loses 

its sparkle.  

 

 Solomon who wrote Ecclesiastes wrote about this. He said that he had 

attained greatness and had great understanding and wisdom. He planted 

vineyards and gardens and all kinds of fruit trees. He had servants galore and 

musicians and singers. He had great treasures. He built beautiful homes an had 

more women in his life than one could imagine. He said, “Whatever my eyes 

desired I did not keep from them. I did not withhold my heart from any 

pleasure.” But here was his conclusion, “…indeed all was vanity, and grasping 

for the wind. There was no profit under the sun.”1 

 

 But remember the verses that I quoted at the beginning? When we come 

to God by faith in Jesus Christ we find rest for our hearts. Jesus now lives to serve 

us and to give us a more than abundant life, not necessarily more money, but 

more peace, more love and more wine, that is more joy! 

 

 So, there was no wine at the wedding feast. What did Mary expect her 

son to do? I think it is right to say that Mary was well aware of the past several 

weeks and days. She knew Jesus had been baptized by Joh and received the 

Spirit of God. She knew the Baptist pointed to Jesus and said, “Behold, the Lamb 

of God…Behold, the Son of God…Behold, the Messiah.” I think the presence of 

Jesus with his disciples cause Mary to think it was time to do a miracle and let 

everyone know who her son is.  

 

Jesus said to her, “Woman,  

what does your concern have  

to do with Me? My hour has not  

yet come.” 

(John 2:4) 

 

 
1 Ecclesiastes 1 



 This sounds so rude and disrespectful. But the word “Woman” would be 

better translated as “Dear Lady.” It was a common title of respect at the time. In 

fact, it is the same term of endearment Christ used on the cross when he said to 

Mary about the apostle John, “Dear Lady, here is your son.” 

 

 And when he said “My hour is not yet come” he means a miracle here will 

not persuade all of Israel that I am the Messiah. In fact, none of his miracles did. 

Jesus would not be manipulated or forced to act. But he also had no desire for 

the newly weds to suffer embarrassment. So, he moved quietly and quickly to 

end the lack of wine.  

 

His mother said to the servants,  

“Whatever He says to you, do it.” 

(John 2:5) 

 

 This direction that Mary gives the servants is good advice for all of us! 

“Whatever he says to you, do it.” And here is why, in John 15:10, 11 Jesus said,  

 

If you keep My commandments,  

you will abide in My love, just as  

I have kept My Father’s  

commandments and abide in His  

love.11 “These things I have spoken  

to you, that My joy may remain in  

you, and that your joy may be full.  

 

And that is what we want, right? More wine, more joy.  

 

His mother said to the servants,  

“Whatever He says to you, do it.” 

Now there were set there six  

waterpots of stone, according  

to the manner of purification of  

the Jews, containing twenty or  

thirty gallons apiece. 7 Jesus said  

to them, “Fill the waterpots with  

water.” And they filled them up  

to the brim. 8 And He said to them,  

“Draw some out now, and take it  

to the master of the feast.” And  

they took it.  

(John 2:5-8) 

 



 These waterpots were used to ceremoniously wash the hands and feet of 

the guests when they arrived and also when they ate. And they could hold 20 or 

30 gallons each, so let’s compromise with 25 gallons per pot. That’s 150 gallons 

of wine. There will be an abundance of joy! 

 

When the master of the feast  

had tasted the water that was  

made wine, and did not know  

where it came from (but the  

servants who had drawn the  

water knew), the master of the  

feast called the bridegroom.  

 
10 And he said to him, “Every man  

at the beginning sets out the good  

wine, and when the guests have  

well drunk, then the inferior. You  

have kept the good wine until now!” 

(John 2:9, 10) 

 

 Can you picture the master of the feast taking a sip of the wine and then 

the surprise on his face? And can you imagine the joy and wonder on the face 

of the groom? There are some people who think that if they become serious 

about Christ the day will come when they will be empty of joy. They better have 

all the fun they can out in the world. But the world gives is best first and then the 

quality progressively lessens. But with Jesus Christ the more dedicated we are to 

follow him the deeper our joy grows, even in tough times. 

 

This beginning of signs Jesus did  

in Cana of Galilee, and manifested  

His glory; and His disciples believed  

in Him. 

(John 2:11) 

 

 John calls the miracle of turning water into wine a sign. In other words the 

miracle was not just a display of power it conveyed a truth that would not 

otherwise be made known. What was that truth? First, it states that it manifested 

Christ’s glory. In John 1:14 we were told that Jesus revealed the glory of the only 

begotten Son of the Father—God. God was at work in Jesus Christ. In fact, in 

Acts 2:22 Peter said, “Men of Israel, hear these words: Jesus of Nazareth, a Man 

attested by God to you by miracles, wonders, and signs which God did through 

Him in your midst, as you yourselves also know.” And in John 14:10 Jesus said that 

“the Father who dwells in Me does the works.” Therefore God is revealed in all 

that Jesus said and did.  



 Secondly, the meaning of the miracle is that it shows us what the ministry 

of Jesus is going to be like. Whenever he touches a man or a woman, yesterday, 

today or tomorrow, he brings to us the love and power of God to met our 

needs, change our hearts and to bring us joy. 

 

 Weddings are wonderful affairs. And there is a big one coming in the 

future. And all of God’s people will be there. Let’s read about it. 

 

And I heard, as it were, the  

voice of a great multitude,  

as the sound of many waters  

and as the sound of mighty  

thunderings, saying, “Alleluia!  

For the Lord God Omnipotent  

reigns! 7 Let us be glad and  

rejoice and give Him glory,  

for the marriage of the Lamb  

has come, and His wife has  

made herself ready.” 8 And  

to her it was granted to be  

arrayed in fine linen, clean  

and bright, for the fine linen  

is the righteous acts of the saints. 

(Revelation 19:6-8) 

 

 This will be a most glorious and joyful wedding. And I seriously doubt that 

the wine, the joy, will run out! Amen! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


