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 In today’s “Meeting Jesus” we will see him encounter two different 

people. They are as different as night and day and yet they have something 

very much in common. There is a night time meeting with a very respected 

religious leader who wants more than empty religion. We’ll call him Mr. Good 

Guy. The other meeting is at high noon with a woman from the wrong side of 

town and a bad reputation. She’s been in a long line of relationships and she 

wants more than an empty heart. We’ll call her Ms. Bad Girl. 

 

 The stories are presented side by side in the gospel of John and for good 

reason. These two people lived in different worlds, with different backgrounds. 

But they both needed—we all do—the mercy and grace of God and the 

change and salvation that comes only by faith in Jesus Christ. So let’s meet 

Jesus as he meets the Bad Girl. 

 

Therefore, when the Lord knew that the Pharisees  

had heard that Jesus made and baptized more  

disciples than John 2 (though Jesus Himself did not  

baptize, but His disciples), 3 He left Judea and  

departed again to Galilee. 4 But He needed to go  

through Samaria. 

(John 4:1-4) 

 

 What a world of meaning there is in that last verse: “But He needed to go 

through Samaria.” Jesus and the disciples are on their way from Judea in the 

south to Galilee in the north. And there were to ways from Judea to Galilee. You 

could go through Samaria (which is now called the West Bank in Israel) or they 

could go around it. Most Jews would go around Samaria because they disliked 

the Samaritans for both religious and racial reasons. The Samaritans didn’t much 

like the Jews either. But Jesus needed to go through Samaria and we will see 

why.  

 

 

So He came to a city of Samaria which is called Sychar,  

near the plot of ground that Jacob gave to his son  

Joseph. 6 Now Jacob’s well was there. Jesus therefore,  

being wearied from His journey, sat thus by the well.  



It was about the sixth hour. 

(John 4:5-6) 

 

 Did you pick up that phrase “being weary”? John wrote that so simply 

and naturally. He who turned water into wine and who will do greater works 

than that was tired! Our Lord knows about plopping onto a chair at the end of 

an exhausting day. Most of us would say “I’m done. I’m tired. I am not going to 

do another thing.” But Jesus, tired as he was, still served. And because he served 

something wonderful is going to happen at a local town’s well.  

 

 This tells me that as Christians we can make a difference in the most 

ordinary of places, even if we are exhausted. We can make a difference at 

work, at school, at home, at the laundry mat, even if we happen to find 

ourselves in a hospital room. The glory of God can break through in all kinds of 

places. God can work through us like He did with Jesus at any time and any 

place, if we are willing. So Jesus sat down at the well at the sixth hour, high 

noon. 

 

A woman of Samaria came to draw water. Jesus said  

to her, “Give Me a drink.” 8 For His disciples had gone  

away into the city to buy food. 

(John 4:7, 8) 

 

 There are two pieces of background information for you to know here. 

One about Jesus talking to this woman. And the other about Ms. Bad Girl. As I 

mentioned there was animosity between the Jews and the Samaritans. They just 

didn’t normally associate or talk with one another. It was also improper for a 

Jewish man to speak openly to a strange woman. Therefore when Jesus began 

to speak he crossed racial, cultural and moral lines. This as we will see was bold 

and loving. He reached across the things that separate people to reconcile this 

woman to God. 

 

 Secondly Ms. Bad Girl is coming to the well at noon. Ordinarily the women 

would draw their water very early in the day both to escape the heat and to 

have water for the whole day. But here she is alone at noon. Did the other 

woman make her an outcast? Or had they so often shunned her because of her 

past that she was tired of the gossip, pain and embarrassment? Either way she 

was at the well alone with Jesus. 

 

Then the woman of Samaria said to Him, “How is it that  

You, being a Jew, ask a drink from me, a Samaritan  

woman?” For Jews have no dealings with Samaritans. 
10 Jesus answered and said to her, “If you knew the gift  

of God, and who it is who says to you, ‘Give Me a drink,’  



you would have asked Him, and He would have given  

you living water.” 
 

11 The woman said to Him, “Sir, You have nothing to draw  

with, and the well is deep. Where then do You get that  

living water? 12 Are You greater than our father Jacob,  

who gave us the well, and drank from it himself, as well  

as his sons and his livestock?” 

 
13 Jesus answered and said to her, “Whoever drinks of this  

water will thirst again, 14 but whoever drinks of the water  

that I shall give him will never thirst. But the water that I  

shall give him will become in him a fountain of water  

springing up into everlasting life.” 

(John 4:9-14) 

 

 At first this woman may have thought that Jesus was talking about freely 

running spring water. But I believe she picked up on the metaphor when Christ 

spoke about everlasting life. The Old testament is the background for this 

conversation. In Jeremiah 2:13 God is described as a fountain of living water. But 

people foolishly rejected God to build their own broken cistern that can hold no 

water. In an arid climate like Israel the need for water is a matter of life and 

death. Jesus told this woman and he tells us , that just as without water we will 

die, without him taking us to God, who is the fountain of living water, we face 

eternal death. 

 

 And what Jesus Christ offers is not only lifesaving (if that were not 

enough!), that spiritual water satisfies and quenches that deep down thirst we all 

have. Everyone desires satisfaction and contentment. The problem is in this 

world it always seems to depend on something outside of you. 

 

 If I were to ask someone what would make him or her happy and content 

the answer would be something outside of the person. The answer might be 

romantic love, a career, some social or political cause, money, athletic 

achievement; whatever. We think if we have this or that we’ll be content. Yet so 

many people get to the top and are still empty inside. This woman was. She had 

a long line of men to fill her life, but not a one of them could fill her heart. 

 

The woman said to Him, “Sir, give me this water, that I  

may not thirst, nor come here to draw.” 16 Jesus said to  

her, “Go, call your husband, and come here.” 
17 The woman answered and said, “I have no husband.” 

 

Jesus said to her, “You have well said, ‘I have no husband,’  



18 for you have had five husbands, and the one whom  

you now have is not your husband; in that you spoke truly.” 
19 The woman said to Him, “Sir, I perceive that You are a  

prophet. 

(John 4:15-19) 

 

 Now, everything that has happened in this meeting with Jesus was 

preparation for this delicate moment. Jesus said “Go call your husband.” And 

was there a pained, sad note in her answer, “I have no husband”? In an instant 

Christ’s command recalled in her mind a young girl and a first love. What 

happened? Did he die? Was she rejected and put out? What about the other 

men? Was there abuse? What about the man she was with now? Whatever the 

history the Lord Jesus Christ had gotten to her heart not to condemn her but to 

forgive and heal her. Now she asks Jesus two important questions. I’ll only deal 

with one of them here.  

 

The woman said to Him, “I know that Messiah is coming”  

(who is called Christ). “When He comes, He will tell us all  

things.” 26 Jesus said to her, “I who speak to you am He.” 

(John 4:25, 26) 

 

 This is the only place in the gospel where Jesus speaks of himself as the 

Messiah prior to his trial. And he does so to a broken Samaritan woman. If you 

keep reading this woman gets saved. She becomes filled with living water1 and 

so too does almost the whole town. She’s not an outcast anymore! Mr. Good 

Guy is next. 

 

There was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus,  

a ruler of the Jews. 2 This man came to Jesus by night  

and said to Him, “Rabbi, we know that You are a  

teacher come from God; for no one can do these signs  

that You do unless God is with him.” 

(John 3:1, 2) 

 

 Nicodemus is the total opposite of the Bad Girl at the well. He’s Mr. Good 

Guy. He’s wealthy, a member of the ruling council of Israel. He is well respected. 

And he is a Pharisee. This meant he belonged to a special brotherhood pledged 

to obey all the religious rules of his day be it God ordained law or man-made 

rules.  

 

 But he was perhaps afraid what others would say if they saw him with 

Jesus so he came at night. Still, Mr. Good Guy really wants to be accepted by 

                                                           
1
 This living water is a metaphor for the new birth and receiving the holy Spirit (John 7:38, 39). 



God and enter His kingdom. He thinks Jesus may be the answer but he wants to 

know more. That’s good. So he began with a compliment. “Rabbi, I’ve heard 

some wonderful things about you.” As with the woman at the well Jesus 

perceives the need in Nicodemus’ heart and he cuts to the chase.2 

 

Jesus answered and said to him, “Most assuredly,  

I say to you, unless one is born again, he cannot see  

the kingdom of God.” 

(John 3:3) 

 

 What does it mean to be born again? It’s kind of a loaded term now. 

Some people use it disparaging way. “Oh, you’re one of those born again nuts.” 

Or “”Being born again is for emotional people or intellectually weak people or 

really bad people.” The problem with that kind of thinking is that it doesn’t work 

here with Mr. good Guy! Nicodemus is a very smart man, a civic and religious 

leader. He’s respected in the community. He’s not broken or hurt. But what does 

Jesus Christ say to Mr. Good Guy? “[U]nless one is born again, he cannot see the 

kingdom of God.” 

 

 You see, Nicodemus is as spiritually dry and dead and in need of living 

water as the woman at the well. Most people can readily see that Ms. Bad Girl 

was a sinner in need of salvation. And they think Mr. Good Guy should be in 

good standing with God. But here is the honest, hard truth. He wasn’t in good 

standing with God. Nicodemus has lived his whole life according to rules and 

regulations, but those things never change the heart. Therefore he was as 

spiritually empty inside as was the woman at the well.  

 

 We must understand that sin is not just bad actions. Sin is looking to 

someone or something else besides God for satisfaction in life an for salvation. It 

is putting yourself, your religion, your need for love, your good works, your hurts, 

your pains, your needs, your intellect, your pleasures, or your problems ahead of 

God.  

 

 The woman at the well ran from man to man to meet her deep need for 

love. Nicodemus ran from law to law to try and be right with God. But almost 

instinctively he knew he needed something more; we all do. So Jesus explained 

to Mr. Good Guy what he needed to be whole. 

 

Jesus answered and said to him, “Most assuredly, I say  

to you, unless one is born again, he cannot see the  

kingdom of God.” 

                                                           
2
 This is a film making term that refers to getting to the production of the exciting chase scene. In other words let’s 

get right to the action part. 



4 Nicodemus said to Him, “How can a man be born when  

he is old? Can he enter a second time into his mother’s  

womb and be born?” 

(John 4:3, 4) 

 

 Some people think Nicodemus misunderstood Jesus and thought he was 

talking about a literal, physical re-birth. But I think there’s something deeper 

going on here. It is as if Mr. Good Guy replied, “I think you’re talking about a 

fundamental change in my heart. I would love that to happen. But you might as 

well tell me, a full grown man, to enter my mother’s womb and be born again.”I 

don’t think it is the need for change that Nicodemus is questioning, it’s the 

possibility of change. How can it really happen? So Jesus Christ explains. 

 

Jesus answered, “Most assuredly, I say to you, unless  

one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter  

the kingdom of God. 6 That which is born of the flesh  

is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. 7  

Do not marvel that I said to you, ‘You must be born a 

gain.’ 

(John 3:5-7) 

 

 How does the new birth happen? It happens by the power of God’s holy 

Spirit. Just as a human, physical Mom and Dad give life to their children so God’s 

Spirit produces new life in us. Change comes not from what we do, but from 

what God does in us. God provides the living water. God provides the life of His 

Spirit.  

 

The concept or idea of the new birth by spiritual water and Spirit can be 

found in the Old Testament. In Ezekiel 36 God promised to one day wash us from 

all our sins with clean water, to put His Spirit in us and to give us a new heart.3 

When we are born again the very life of God through the Spirit is born within us. 

The apostle Peter said that when we are born again we become “partakers of 

the divine nature.”4 The apostle Paul said we become a “new creation.”5 And 

here is what he wrote in Titus about what happens to us in the new birth.  

 

But when the kindness and the love of God our Savior  

toward man appeared, 5 not by works of righteousness  

which we have done, but according to His mercy He  

saved us, through the washing of regeneration and  

                                                           
3
 Ezk. 36: 25-27 

4
 2 Peter 1:4 

5
 2 Corinthians 5:17 



renewing of the Holy Spirit, 6 [which] He poured out on us 

abundantly through Jesus Christ our Savior, 7 that having  

been justified by His grace we should become heirs  

according to the hope of eternal life. 

(Titus 3:4-7) [my emphasis] 

 

 In the new birth, in the regeneration, we are washed clean of all of our 

sins. And we are renewed. We receive the gift of a new Spirit generated, Spirit 

empowered and Spirit protected life. We become the children of God and heirs 

of everlasting life. How do we receive this living water, this new birth? It’s simple. 

Let’s return to John 3. 

 

For God so loved the world that He gave His only  

begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should  

not perish but have everlasting life. 

(John 3:16) 

 

 There is no other Savior who can cleanse us from sin, bring us to God and 

everlasting life except Jesus Christ. He is the only man who ever loved God fully 

and obeyed Him completely. And he offers his life as a sacrifice for our sins and 

he offers us his righteousness so we can stand before God. If you buid the hope 

of your life on your career, your spouse, your money or your own goodness at 

some point all these things will fail you. But Jesus Christ will satisfy the deepest 

needs of your life. We may fail him, but he will never fail us. 

 

For God did not send His Son into the world to condemn  

the world, but that the world through Him might be saved. 

(John 3:17) 

 

 The greatest miracle in the world is to be born again, to be filled with living 

water. Ms. Bad Girl and Mr. Good Guy had nothing in common except their 

empty, dry soul. But then they met Jesus Christ. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


