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 This is the last teaching in the summer series on “Meeting Jesus.” I will be 

teaching next week on finding your treasure. Then the last Sunday in August 

Marilee will share the Word of God with you on the subject of worship. And then 

in September we’ll begin a series where we will learn about experiencing the life 

and power of the gift of the Holy Spirit.  

 

 You know, life is full of challenges. And often the challenges before us 

seem impossible to overcome. We have goals and needs and concerns and 

responsibilities as individuals and as a church community. There is a shot gospel 

song that says,  

 

God any rivers you think are uncrossable?   

God any mountains you cannot tunnel through? 

God specializes in things called impossible.  

And he can do what no other power can do!1 

 

 This morning we are going to read about the miracle where Jesus feeds 

thousands of people from five small loaves of bread and two small fish. This is the 

only miracle recorded in all four gospels. When God says something we should 

pay attention. When he says something twice, there is certainly more than 

meets the eye. But when He says something four times we are dumber than dirt 

if we don’t listen up! 

 

After these things Jesus went over the Sea of Galilee,  

which is the Sea of Tiberias. 2 Then a great multitude  

followed Him, because they saw His signs which He  

performed on those who were diseased. 3 And Jesus  

went up on the mountain, and there He sat with His  

disciples. 

(John 6:1-3) 

 

 At this point in Jesus Christ’s ministry multitudes of people were constantly 

following him. This was due to the miracles Jesus performed. But soon Jesus 

would require that his disciples should be more than spectators of miracles. They 
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 I am sorry that those of you who are reading this can’t hear me sing! 



would need to fully put their trust and faith in him as the only source of salvation 

and life. When Jesus made this demand Scripture then says,  

 

From that time many of His disciples went back and  

walked with Him no more. 

(John 6:66) 

 

 True disciples follow Christ even when we must make the sacrifice or face 

ridicule. There can be no fair weather Christians. But for the moment the crowds 

are still seeking a miracle so they throng the Lord. So Jesus took his disciples into 

a more rural area to rest. But the crowds followed.  

 

 According to Matthew Mark and Luke, upon seeing the crowds of people 

like sheep with no shepherd, Jesus had compassion on them. He healed the sick 

and taught them about the coming kingdom of God.2 The teaching and 

healing went on all day. But when evening came the disciples urged Jesus to 

send the people away so that they could go to the surrounding towns to buy 

something to eat. But this would have been very difficult to do.  

 

John tells us that there were about 5000 men gathered about Jesus Christ. 

And Matthew tells us that there were also many women and children.3 So can 

you picture 8-10, 000 tired, hungry people all trying to find something to eat in 

small rural towns? Can you picture all the tired and perhaps cranky kids? There 

were no supermarkets or McDonald’s to go to. 

 

In the gospel of Mark, Jesus Christ tells the disciples not to send the people 

away hungry, but to feed them.4  So here we have tired, worn out disciples and 

thousands of hungry people. An impossible situation has developed. 

 

Now the Passover, a feast of the Jews, was near.  
5 Then Jesus lifted up His eyes, and seeing a great  

multitude coming toward Him, He said to Philip,  

“Where shall we buy bread, that these may eat?”  
6 But this He said to test him, for He Himself knew what  

He would do. 

(John 6:4-6) 

 

 Jesus really didn’t expect the disciples to buy bread. In fact he knew they 

couldn’t meet the need. The question was posed to confront Philip with a 

problem that had no human solution. Philip was from the area, from Bethsaida, 
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which was near where they were. So Jesus asked Philip this question because he 

was most able to answer the question about where they could get food. Would 

Philip falter or turn in faith to the power of God in Jesus Christ? 

 

 We’ve all faced problems that seem to have no solution. One great 

problem we have as a church is this: here we are a small church with limited 

resources, but we have a huge knowledge of the truth. We know so much of the 

Bible, so much of God’s heart. We know the truth that there is only one being 

who is God. We know about Christ’s return and the coming kingdom of God. 

We know that humans are not immortal. We know about the power of the Spirit. 

Why do we know so much? Why has God graced us with such knowledge if not 

to share it? But how can we share it with such a big world when we are so small?   

 

Philip answered Him, “Two hundred denarii worth of  

bread is not sufficient for them, that every one of them  

may have a little.” 

(John 6:7) 

 

 Philip doesn’t answer “where” he simply says we can’t. Philip’s answer was 

correct, but it was the answer of a man with a calculator not the answer of a 

man of faith. It wasn’t the answer of a man looking at the grace, love and 

power of God. 

 

One of His disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother,  

said to Him, 9 “There is a lad here who has five barley  

loaves and two small fish, but what are they among  

so many?” 

(John 6:8, 9) 

 

 Andrew was out looking at their resources, but he probably half laughed 

at his small solution. Andrew found a boy with five loaves of bread and two small 

fish. But then he looked at the crowd, and then back at the loves and fish, then 

back at the crowd and lost hope. 

 

 Why do we do that? Why do we give up so easily? Why do we look at the 

task before us and then at our resources and say it’s impossible? Why do we say 

“But I’ve never won anyone to the Lord. I can’t witness”? Why do we say, “I’m 

not good at forgiving” or praying or reading the Bible or tithing of our income? 

Why do we despair and think “I’ll never amount to anything”? Why do we say 

“I’m too old” or “too hurt” or “It just won’t work”? Why do we limit God? 

 

 In Psalm 50:11 God says, “Call upon Me in the day of trouble; I will deliver 

you, and you shall glorify Me.” Psalm 23:1 declares “The Lord is my shepherd; I 

shall not want.” In Jeremiah 33:3 God said “Call to Me, and I will answer you, 



and show you great and mighty things, which you do not know.” In Matthew 

19:26 Jesus said “with God all things are possible.” And in Ephesians 3:20, 21 we 

read,  

 

Now to Him who is able to do exceedingly abundantly  

above all that we ask or think, according to the power  

that works in us, 21 to Him be glory in the church by Christ  

Jesus to all generations, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Why don’t we who call ourselves believers look to God and say in the face of 

the impossible “I know You can!”? Let’s not look at the crowd or the problem. 

Let’s look at the power of God in Jesus Christ. 

 

Then Jesus said, “Make the people sit down.” Now  

there was much grass in the place. So the men sat  

down, in number about five thousand. 11 And Jesus  

took the loaves, and when He had given thanks He  

distributed them to the disciples, and the disciples to  

those sitting down; and likewise of the fish, as much  

as they wanted.  

 
12 So when they were filled, He said to His disciples,  

“Gather up the fragments that remain, so that nothing  

is lost.” 13 Therefore they gathered them up, and filled  

twelve baskets with the fragments of the five barley  

loaves which were left over by those who had eaten. 

(John 6:10-13) 

 

 How did the miracle happen? Jesus took what he had—five small loaves 

of bread and to small fish. He brought the need and the little resources he had 

and gave thanks to God and began to serve. Whatever your need give it to 

God. In terms of our ministry, let’s give it to God. I am convinced that if each of 

us would fully give ourselves to God and to others we would have a great 

impact. 

 

 Our inadequacy is evident. But nothing is inadequate when put into the 

hands of the Lord. Our greatest privilege in life is to see ourselves like the 

disciples in the story. What Jesus Christ has put into our hands we are to give to 

others. God stands ready to do the impossible with us.  

 

 Take your needs, your impossibilities and your abilities to the One who can 

do what no other power can do. Take your hopes to God and your fears. Take 

your dreams and concerns to God. Take your impossibilities to God and let Him 

be God for you. God is the most glorified when you are the most satisfied in Him. 



Jesus worked a miracle and produced not a snack that tantalizes but a meal 

that satisfies. Now what is the significance of this great miracle? Here it is. 

 

On the following day, when the people who were  

standing on the other side of the sea saw that there  

was no other boat there, except that one which His  

disciples had entered, and that Jesus had not entered  

the boat with His disciples, but His disciples had gone  

away alone— 23 however, other boats came from  

Tiberias, near the place where they ate bread after  

the Lord had given thanks—  

 
24 when the people therefore saw that Jesus was not  

there, nor His disciples, they also got into boats and  

came to Capernaum, seeking Jesus. 25 And when  

they found Him on the other side of the sea, they said  

to Him, “Rabbi, when did You come here?” 

 
26 Jesus answered them and said, “Most assuredly, I say  

to you, you seek Me, not because you saw the signs,  

but because you ate of the loaves and were filled.  
27 Do not labor for the food which perishes, but for the  

food which endures to everlasting life, which the Son of  

Man will give you, because God the Father has set His  

seal on Him.” 

 
28 Then they said to Him, “What shall we do, that we may  

work the works of God?” 29 Jesus answered and said to them,  

“This is the work of God, that you believe in Him whom He sent.” 

(John 6:22-29) 

 

 Do not labor for the food that perishes. I know we need food and clothes 

and cars and on and on. We need all kinds of physical things. But seek first the 

kingdom of God and all that you need will be added to you.5 Believe in Jesus 

Christ, believe in his person, his works, his return, his promise of everlasting life, 

believe that nothing will ever snatch you out of his hands. Then put yourself in his 

care and say “Use me, I’m ready to work.” And be prepared for a miracle. 
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