
Chapter Five 

 

Jonah 4:1-11 

 

Jonah Pouts 

 

 

 

 Having gone through the book of Jonah I am convinced that Jonah 

would rather have had the story end in chapter three. In fact if the story had 

ended there Jonah would have been extolled as the greatest evangelist and 

prophet who ever lived.  In just three days of preaching an entire city repented 

and turned to God in faith and pursued righteousness. And it was not just any 

city, it was the Assyrians of Nineveh who were pagan idolaters and known for 

their cruelty.  

 

 Unfortunately, for Jonah, there is one more chapter where we see Jonah 

experience a darkness of the soul. Sometimes, because we are human, when 

you serve God for a long time and don’t get what you think you should get from 

Him, there is a temptation to lose heart or to get angry. Jonah preached 

judgment against Nineveh. Had God wiped all those people off the face of the 

earth Jonah would have gone home a happy man. Jonah had finally done 

what God wanted, but God had not done what Jonah wanted. Therefore he 

was angry experiencing a darkness of the soul.  

 

 In this final chapter God will ask Jonah three heart penetrating questions. 

These are questions that all of us should consider as well. The first question has to 

do with perspective. The second question deals with our priorities. And the third 

question concerns our passions. So let’s begin in Jonah 3:10 and we will move 

into Jonah 4:1.  

 

Then God saw their works, that they turned  

from their evil way; and God relented from  

the disaster that He had said He would bring  

upon them, and He did not do it. 4:1 But it  

displeased Jonah exceedingly, and he  

became angry. 

(Jonah 3:10-4:1) 

 

 Can you imagine preaching in a large city and everyone gets saved, but 

you the preacher go away angry? No, you can’t. But Jonah was terribly upset 

that the people of Nineveh were saved. The Ninevites were cruel people. They 

had brought destruction, ruin and misery to so many people. But God’s love and 



grace may mean that He will save and bless people you don’t like, people who 

may have hurt you.  

 

 When that happens we may ask, “Why doesn’t God give these people 

what they deserve?” But the real question should be “Why has God been so 

good to me?” Sometimes we are prone to think that our world is such a mess, so 

full of evil and misery. And so it would be wonderful if Christ came back right 

now and began the judgment on the wicked. What is taking so long for Christ to 

return? In answer to that question Peter tells us that “The Lord is not slack 

concerning His promise” of Christ’s return, “but it longsuffering toward us, not 

willing that any should perish but that all should come to repentance.”1  

 

 So, are you not supremely happy that Christ did not come back before 

you were saved? Think about how joyous the people of Nineveh were. Without 

God first loving us none of us would be saved. By nature no one seeks God—not 

you and not me. The Bible is clear about this. We are told in Romans 3,  

 

There is none righteous, no, not one; 
11 There is none who understands; 

There is none who seeks after God. 
12 They have all turned aside; 

(Romans 3:10-12a) 

 

Therefore God must reach out to us first as he did with Nineveh. But Jonah does 

not like God’s mercy.  

 

So he prayed to the LORD, and said,  

“Ah, LORD, was not this what I said when  

I was still in my country? Therefore I fled  

previously to Tarshish; for I know that You  

are a gracious and merciful God, slow to  

anger and abundant in lovingkindness,  

One who relents from doing harm.  
3 Therefore now, O LORD, please take my 

 life from me, for it is better for me to die  

than to live!” 

(Jonah 4:2, 3) 

 

 Jonah knew God’s attributes, but he did not know God well enough to 

sorrow over sin or to rejoice when someone repents. Instead, he is like the older 

brother in the story of the prodigal son who sulked and pouted while the 

rejoicing father celebrated with his returning son.  
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Jonah hated the Ninevites and forgot the promise made to Abraham in 

Genesis 12 that through Abraham’s seed all the families of the world would be 

blessed. All of us have a mandate from our Lord Jesus Christ bot just to reach out 

locally, but to reach out around the world. In Acts 1:8 Jesus said that we would 

be his witnessed “to the end of the earth.” So as Jonah pouts God asks him a 

question. 

 

Then the LORD said, “Is it right for you to be angry?” 

(Jonah 4:4) 

 

 This is a question of perspective. It is as if God said, “My dear Jonah, we 

are looking at the same spiritual awakening. I am glad and there is joy in 

heaven, but you’re all steamed up.” We read in Luke 19 that when Jesus looked 

at unbelieving Jerusalem he wept.2 Paul walked around the city of Athens in 

Acts 17 where the streets were filled with idols and his spirit was provoked within 

him to speak the good news.3 Jonah looked at a  city full of sinners and was 

angry that God showed them mercy and love. 

 

 That is a terrible perspective to have. We should pray for people to be 

saved. We should think, “What can I do to help someone receive the love of 

God?” Jonah could quote the truth about God being gracious and merciful; 

slow to anger and full of loving-kindness. He just did not want to live that way.  

 

So Jonah went out of the city and sat  

on the east side of the city. There he  

made himself a shelter and sat under  

it in the shade, till he might see what  

would become of the city. 

(Jonah 4:5) 

 

 Jonah encamped on the outskirts of town. Why? Was there no place for 

Jonah in the city of Nineveh? Sure there was! In fact the king might have given 

Jonah a very nice apartment. But Jonah is not only prejudiced against Nineveh, 

he wants to be sure that he is safe when the fire comes down from God to 

destroy the city. In chapter 3:4 Jonah says that Nineveh will be “overthrown” 

and this is translated from the same Hebrew word used for the destruction of 

Sodom and Gomorrah. Jonah was still hoping for Nineveh’s destruction. Now 

let’s read as God sets up His second question.  

 

And the Lord God prepared a plant  

and made it come up over Jonah,  
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that it might be shade for his head to  

deliver him from his misery. So Jonah  

was very grateful for the plant.  

(Jonah 4:6) 

 

 This is stunning! This is the first time we read about our prophet being 

happy about anything. The New King James Version of the Bible says that Jonah 

was “grateful” for the plant that gave him shade. But literally, the Hebrew reads 

he “rejoiced with great joy.” You see God was finally doing something to bless 

Jonah. And it is always more fun when God blesses you! Let’s continue reading.  

 

But as morning dawned the next day  

God prepared a worm, and it so  

damaged the plant that it withered.  

(Jonah 4:7) 

 

 I could not help but notice that God prepared a great fish, He prepared a 

plant and a worm and they all obey Him. Everything in this book obeys God, 

except Jonah. Notice in verse 8 the same word “prepared.” 

 

And it happened, when the sun arose,  

that God prepared a vehement east wind;  

and the sun beat on Jonah’s head, so that  

he grew faint. Then he wished death for  

himself, and said, “It is better for me to die  

than to live.” 

(Jonah 4:8) 

 

 This “east wind” is a terribly hot, scorching wind called a “sirocco” that 

blows off the Arabian dessert. Now, the first question that God asked Jonah had 

to do with his perspective. This second question will deal with priorities.  

 

Then God said to Jonah, “Is it right  

for you to be angry about the plant?” 

And he said, “It is right for me to be  

angry, even to death!” 

(Jonah 4:9) 

 

 A question of priorities comes down to this: what do I get excited about 

and what do I get mad about? Jonah’s anguish in the terrible heat was the 

result of his own selfish anger. He could have been in the palace away from the 

full blast of sun, heat and dust. He could have been sipping from a cool glass of 

iced tea as he taught the people the Word of God. But no, Jonah wants the 



people of Nineveh destroyed. Jonah is angry about the salvation of sinners, then 

joyful about a plant and then mad when it’s gone. 

 

 This is a problem of priorities. My dear friends what brings us delight and 

happiness and what we invest in reveals our priorities. Jonah got more upset 

about the condition of a plant that shaded him, then the condition of people 

who needed God’s love and grace.  

 

 Now we can think, “Well, I am not like that and I’ll never be like that.” OK, 

but think about the money we spend on lawns or our gardens or on a hobby, or 

sports or clothes. How does it compare with your giving to further the work of 

God? What we really care about we thing about and we invest our time and 

effort and money. 

 

 Jonah cares more about his own personal comfort than he does for the 

redemption of other people. He would fit in nicely with our modern society. So 

God’s first question had to do with a misdirected perspective. His second 

question had to do with the wrong priorities. The final question will deal with the 

passion of the heart.  

 

But the LORD said, “You have had pity on  

the plant for which you have not labored,  

nor made it grow, which came up in a  

night and perished in a night. 11 And should  

I not pity Nineveh, that great city, in which  

are more than one hundred and twenty  

thousand persons who cannot discern  

between their right hand and their left— 

and much livestock?” 

(Jonah 4:10, 11) 

 

 Jonah’s concern for himself had drowned out his compassion for others. It 

is all too possible to be so caught up in the blessings God gives to us that we are 

not concerned about the spiritual and material needs of others. When God 

gives to us it is not so we can be a cul-de-sac of His blessings but a conduit!  

 

God asked Jonah, “You had pity on a plant. Should I not have pity on 

people and so be merciful?” Jonah needed to learn the difference between 

what is perishable and what is permanent. Everything in our world will perish—all 

money, all honors, everything except what we do for the glory of God and the 

good of His people. Let’s look again at where God’s passion is focused.  

 

And should I not pity Nineveh, that great city,  

in which are more than one hundred and  



twenty thousand persons who cannot  

discern between their right hand and  

their left—and much livestock? 

(Jonah 4:11) 

 

 Some Bible scholars think the one hundred and twenty thousand people is 

a reference to children who have not learned the difference between their right 

and left hands. That could be the case. But I think it refers to the one hundred 

and twenty thousand people who lived within the city’s walls proper, which is 

not counting the thousand more who lived in the surrounding suburbs.  

 

 Here is why I think that and it relates to the phrase “right hand and their 

left.” In Ecclesiastes 10:2 Solomon wrote, “A wise man’s heart is at his right hand, 

but a fool’s heart at his left.” In other words God was telling Jonah that these 

people were so utterly confused in their idolatry. This is a description of people 

who have no moral compass to discern between good and evil, because they 

do not know God’s Word. This is where our society is today—spiritually blind.  

 

 God’s passion we are told in 2 Timothy 2:4 is that He desires for all to be 

saved and to come to a full knowledge of the truth. John 3:16 declares,  

 

For God so loved the world that He gave  

His only begotten Son, that whoever believes  

in Him should not perish but have everlasting life. 

 

I wonder what Jonah’s response was to God’s final question. We are not told, 

but I would like to think that Jonah headed back to Nineveh to teach them 

God’s Word.  

 

So, this Old Testament book ends with questions about Jonah’s 

perspective, priorities and passions. We cannot answer for Jonah, but we can 

give our own answers. Let us give the right answers. Let us obey God like the 

wind and fish, the plant and worms and the Ninevites. Let us answer “Teach me, 

touch my heart, command me, and send me.” 

  

 

 

  

 

 


