
Chapter Four 

 

Jonah 3:1-10 

 

Jonah Preaches 

 

 

 

 Many people think that the biggest miracle in the book of Jonah is that he 

was resurrected from the belly of the great sea creature. But at the heart of 

Jonah’s story is the greater miracle of how a cruel, pagan people were saved 

and transformed by the preaching of Jonah. Another great lesson is that after 

Jonah failed God he is forgiven and recommissioned.  

 

 All of us should be so grateful that we serve the God of the second, third, 

fourth chance. Think about it. Adam sinned in Paradise and yet God did not 

abandon him, but covered him. Abraham was called to leave Ur and go to the 

Promised Land. He got bogged down in Haran, but God called him again. 

Moses murdered a man, yet God called him to lead His people. Elijah burned 

out and wanted to die, but God re-energized him. Peter denied the Lord Jesus 

Christ, but he was recalled to shepherd God’s people. The list could go on and 

on. So let’s begin to read Jonah 3.  

 

Now the word of the LORD came to  

Jonah the second time, saying,  
2 “Arise, go to Nineveh, that great city,  

and preach to it the message that I tell you.”  

(Jonah 3:1, 2) 

 

 Our prophet is re-commissioned and given the Word of God to proclaim. 

What makes our biblical faith so unique compared to other religions and 

philosophies is that we have the Word of God. Go into any bookstore or library 

and you’ll find hundreds of books on faith, religion and spirituality that will all tell 

you about God and life. 

 

 And many people believe that because these writers are sincere and yet 

come from various cultures and perspectives they are all of equal value, even 

though they may contradict one another. Therefore, we are told that religion is 

a private matter and each of us has to find our own way. But the Bible says 

otherwise. The Bible is not about us trying to figure out God, it is God telling us 

about who He is and what He requires of us and desires for us. In 2 Peter 2 we 

are told how we got the Bible. It says,  

 

knowing this first, that no prophecy of  



Scripture is of any private [origin],  
21 for prophecy never came by the will  

of man, but holy men of God spoke  

as they were moved by the Holy Spirit. 

(2 Peter 1:21, 22) 

 

 Jonah did not conjure up a message to preach at Nineveh—it was God 

given. All Scripture is God given.1 So when I read the Bible or hear God’s Word 

taught I must decide to place myself under its authority. My desire should be to 

receive the Word of God in such a way that it affects my thinking, choosing, my 

believing and behavior. In Romans 12:2 we are commanded,  

 

do not be conformed to this world,  

but be transformed by the renewing  

of your mind, that you may prove  

what is that good and acceptable  

and perfect will of God. 

 

Our minds are transformed as we take in God’s Word. Jonah’s ministry in 

Nineveh is a great example of how God changes people through His Word.  

 

Now the word of the LORD came to  

Jonah the second time, saying,  
2 “Arise, go to Nineveh, that great  

city, and preach to it the message  

that I tell you.” 3 So Jonah arose and  

went to Nineveh, according to the  

word of the LORD. Now Nineveh was  

an exceedingly great city, a three-day  

journey in extent.  

(Jonah 3:1-3) 

 

 Jonah received God’s Word and entered the city with his message. And 

when the people heard it they believed God and it ignited their faith and 

repentance and transformed their character.  

 

And Jonah began to enter the city  

on the first day’s walk. Then he cried  

out and said, “Yet forty days, and  

Nineveh shall be overthrown!” 

(Jonah 3:4) 
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 People are always so busy. We work almost non-stop, we acre for family, 

we play some sport or engage in some hobby. There is always something to do, 

especially in a big city. Jonah walked into the relentless noise and activity of a 

big city and cried out “Yet forty days, and Nineveh shall be overthrown!” And his 

words hit their mark. 

 

 Good, biblical preaching always lifts our hearts from the current issue of 

our lives to essential and eternal matters. And it’s not just Nineveh, but every 

man and woman faces a destiny of either everlasting destruction or everlasting 

life. We either heed the warning flag of God’s grace or we hit the brick wall of 

His judgment on sin.  

 

 When Jesus Christ began his ministry his first words were, “the kingdom of 

God is at hand. Repent, and believe in the gospel.” Without repentance and 

faith we do not enter God’s kingdom, we hit the brick wall of God’s justice. So 

Jonah declared “Forty days and it’s all over. Whatever you are doing, no matter 

how important it seems, it will mean nothing in forty days if you do not turn to 

God!” 

 

 Nineveh had forty days—who knows how many days any of us really has. 

This is why the apostle Paul wrote in 2 Corinthians 6:2 “Behold, now is the 

accepted time; behold, now is the day of salvation.” Tomorrow may be too 

late. Now is all we have to love God, to love one another and to do the right 

things.  

 

 Now, I don’t think Jonah’s message was simply the brick wall of God’s 

justice. And I say this for two reasons. The first reason is in verse 9 in the 

proclamation of the king.  

 

Who can tell if God will turn and relent,  

and turn away from His fierce anger,  

so that we may not perish? 

 

 Where did the king get the idea that there was a possibility that God 

would spare the city if they repented? The message of repentance to avoid 

destruction must have been a part of Jonah’s message. That’s my first reason 

why Jonah’s message was not just forty days and it’s all over. Secondly in Luke 

11:30 Jesus Christ said that “Jonah became a sign to the Ninevites.” In other 

words Jonah, the man himself was a sign or message to the Ninevites.  

 

 Jonah’s preaching included Jonah’s story. “God called me to preach 

that your city will be destroyed for its wickedness. But I feared He would spare 

you if you repented. So I ran from God. I rebelled and got on a ship to get as far 

away from God as I could. But God pursued me with a great storm and I lost my 



life in the sea and was buried in a great fish. But God spared my life and I 

repented.” And so the king thought “if Yahweh had mercy on Jonah perhaps 

He will have mercy on us.” 

 

 Don’t be afraid to share your life, your fears, your failures, your times of 

hopelessness, and your desperate moments. People are not impressed with your 

righteousness, your Mr. and Ms. Goodie-two shoes life, because they know you 

are as human as they are. But when the black velvet moments of your life allows 

the diamonds of God’s grace and mercy to shine then they are impressed and 

given hope.  

 

So the people of Nineveh believed God,  

proclaimed a fast, and put on sackcloth,  

from the greatest to the least of them. 

(Jonah 3:5) 

 

 Jonah declared God’s Word and the people believed God. It is so 

important to speak God’s Word. I am reminded of what Paul wrote in 1 

Thessalonians about Scripture.  

 

For this reason we also thank God  

without ceasing, because when you  

received the word of God which you  

heard from us, you welcomed it not  

as the word of men, but as it is in truth,  

the word of God, which also effectively  

works in you who believe. 

(1 Thessalonians 2:13) 

 

 The effective work of God’s Word is that it warns us, counsels us, saves us 

and trains us. It revives us and restores us and brings us joy. We are often told 

that people are not interested in the Bible so we must start where they are. We 

should relate to their concerns, talk about work, family, money, relationships, 

setting goals and so on. These are all important, but people will never be 

redeemed and never really change without hearing God’s Word. We are told in 

Romans 10:17 that faith comes by hearing God’s Word. And Romans 1:16 

declares that the gospel is the power of God to salvation. 

 

 God works through His Word to bring repentance and faith and salvation 

and transformation. The apostle Peter wrote that we have been “born again, 

not of corruptible seed, but incorruptible through the Word of God, which lives 

and abides forever.”2 There are many Christians who believe the Bible is God’s 
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Word, but who sadly don’t believe that God works in His Word. But what does 

Scripture tell us? Psalm 19 informs us,  

 

The law of the LORD is perfect, [restoring] the soul; 

The testimony of the LORD is sure, making wise the simple; 
8 The statutes of the LORD are right, rejoicing the heart; 

The commandment of the LORD is pure, enlightening the eyes; 
9 The fear of the LORD is clean, enduring forever; 

The judgments of the LORD are true and righteous altogether. 
10 More to be desired are they than gold, 

Yea, than much fine gold; 

Sweeter also than honey and the honeycomb. 
11 Moreover by them Your servant is warned, 

And in keeping them there is great reward. 
12 Who can understand his errors? 

Cleanse me from secret faults. 

(Psalm 19:7-11) 

 

 God’s Word is more than an authoritative book; it is a practical ministry 

strategy. It revives us, restores us, makes us wise and gives us joy. Let’s return to 

Jonah.  

 
 So the people of Nineveh believed God,  

proclaimed a fast, and put on sackcloth,  

from the greatest to the least of them.  
6 Then word came to the king of Nineveh;  

and he arose from his throne and laid  

aside his robe, covered himself with  

sackcloth and sat in ashes.  

 
7 And he caused it to be proclaimed and  

published throughout Nineveh by the  

decree of the king and his nobles, saying, 

Let neither man nor beast, herd nor flock,  

taste anything; do not let them eat, or  

drink water. 8 But let man and beast b 

e covered with sackcloth, and cry mightily  

to God; yes, let every one turn from his evil  

way and from the violence that is in his hands.  

 
9 Who can tell if God will turn and relent,  

and turn away from His fierce anger,  

so that we may not perish?10 Then God  

saw their works, that they turned from  



their evil way; and God relented from the  

disaster that He had said He would bring  

upon them, and He did not do it. 

(Jonah 3:5-10) 

 

 Do you see the wonderful transformation that took place in Nineveh? The 

Word of God was preached and the people repented of evil and they turned 

their hearts to God. As a result their thinking and behavior was transformed.  

 

 I have been ministering for a long time. And I’ve seen great 

transformations and heart-breaking disappointments. I know that we all have 

our ups and downs, but where there has been godly change it has been where 

the Word of God has been fed upon and digested. Where people have failed it 

has been from a neglect of Scripture.  

 

 If you think the Bible is merely a resource to get information, I ask you to 

think again. Scripture, God’s Word is food, it is medicine, it brings courage, 

comfort, hope, faith, love, joy and strength. It is the power of God. It is the sword 

of the Spirit in our spiritual battles. Scripture is the first means by which God 

speaks to our hearts. Read your Bible regularly; study it with someone.  

 

 And there is nothing wrong with reading books about the bible and the 

Christian life. But read books by authors who place the Bible in authority over 

themselves. And avoid books by authors who place their ideas and methods 

above Scripture.  

 

 Finally, a tremendous miracle took place in Nineveh. It is one thing to call 

for people of a nation to pray during a crisis. It is another thing to call for a 

national day of repentance for sin. When hearing God’s message the king 

called for national repentance to lead to personal holiness. The king’s message 

was not “Let’s just remember God in our thoughts and prayers.” No! It was “Let 

our hearts be broken before God. Let’s repent of our cruelty and evil and 

change.” There is much for us to take to heart here for our own personal lives—

not that we are cruel people, but to act on God’s Word when we hear it.  

 

 And if we learn anything about dealing with other people it should be 

that God’s grace and mercy are powerful. If God can save Nineveh, His grace 

can work on the most unlikely people we know. I doubt the faithful Jews of 

Jonah’s days were saying to one another, “Hey, don’t forget to pray for the 

Ninevites.” But let us not forget to pray for people we know. Let us not be blind 

to the fact that with God all things are possible. 

 

 The hearts of the Ninevites have been opened to God’s grace and love. 

Jonah has closed his and we will read about that in the next chapter.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


