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The Good Samaritan 

 

 

 

 A man is in bed with his wife when there is a knock on the door. He rolls 

over and looks at the clock and it is 3:00 in the morning. “I’m not getting out of 

bed now” he thinks and rolls over. Then louder knocks follow. “Aren’t you going 

to answer that?” asks his wife. So he drags himself out of bed and goes 

downstairs. He opens the door and there is a man standing there. Well, it didn’t 

take the homeowner long to realize the man was drunk.  

 

 “Hi there,” slurs the stranger. “Ca-an you gibe me a pusssh?” “No, get lost! 

It’s the middle of the night. I was in bed” says the man and slams the door. He 

goes back to bed and tells his wife what happened. And she says. “Honey, that 

wasn’t very nice of you. Remember that night our car broke down in the pouring 

rain on the way to pick up the kids? And you had to knock on someone’s door 

to get us started again. What would have happened if he told us to get lost?” 

“But the guy was drunk!” says the husband. 

 

 Well, it doesn’t matter,” says the wife. “He needs our help.” So, the 

husband gets out of bed, gets dressed and goes down stairs. He opens the front 

door and not being able to see the stranger anywhere he shouts, “Hey – do you 

still want a push?” And he hears a voice, “Yes, please.” So still being unable to 

see the stranger he shouts, “Where are you?” The drunk replies, “Ober here, o-

on your swing.” 

 

 Oh, the trials of being a good neighbor. Sometimes it is not as easy as we 

would want it to be. Our parable today is the story of the good Samaritan. It is a 

great story with a powerful punch of a lesson. So let’s get started. 

 

And behold, a certain lawyer stood up and tested Him,  

saying, “Teacher, what shall I do to inherit eternal life? 

(Luke 10:25) 

 

 Before we continue we need to understand who this lawyer was. He was 

not a lawyer dealing with Roman civil law. He worked with Jewish religious laws. 

He not only studied and interpreted the biblical laws of the Old Testament, but 

all of the religious traditions and man-made rules that were added to God’s 

Word. This lawyer was a part of the religious establishment. And he is out to test 

this new, popular teacher, named Jesus. So the lawyer asked. “Teacher, what 

shall I do to inherit eternal life?” 

 



 Now, there is a significant assumption in this question. The lawyer believed, 

like many people do today, that salvation is gained by doing a certain number 

of good deeds. But salvation cannot be earned, it is a gift of God offered in 

grace and received by our faith. Let’s read how our Lord answered. 

 

He said to him, “What is written in the law? What is  

your reading of it?” 27 So he answered and said,  

“ ‘You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart,  

with all your soul, with all your strength, and with all your  

mind,’ and ‘your neighbor as yourself.’” 

(Luke 10:26, 27) 

 

 Skillfully and correctly the lawyer summed up the whole law of God.1 It 

was a brilliant answer. We are to love God totally and unreservedly. And our 

love to God should overflow with love to others. Here is how Christ responded. 

 

And He said to him, “You have answered rightly;  

do this and you will live. 

(Luke 10:28) 

 

 Ah, yes, there’s the problem! The law demands that we love God with 

100% of all that we are and our neighbors as ourselves. But you know, as well as I 

do, if you are honest, that we just cannot do that. And Scripture tells us that if we 

fail even in one aspect of the law, we’ve failed the whole law.2 The demanding 

requirements of the law are meant to reveal our moral weakness. And then 

drive us to seek God’s grace and mercy. This is where the conversation should 

have gone next.  

 

 The lawyer should have said, “That’s my problem. I try to love God and my 

neighbor, but I fall short.” Yes, indeed, we all do. If the lawyer had been honest 

Jesus could have reminded him how in love and mercy God had provided the 

animal sacrifices to pay for the penalty for sin. The wages for sin is death. Sin 

must be punished. But in love and compassion God provided a substitute to 

receive our punishment. In the Old Testament it was a lamb. And the final lamb 

of God, Jesus Christ, was right there in the presence of the lawyer. 

 

 But the conversation didn’t go in that direction. The lawyer was not really 

interested in knowing the truth. He is out to test Jesus. But now that the spotlight 

is on him, he tried to justify himself to get off the hook. 

 

But he, wanting to justify himself, said to Jesus,  

                                                           
1 He quoted Deuteronomy 6:5 and Leviticus 19:18 
2 James 2:8-19 



“And who is my neighbor?” 

(Luke 10:29) 

 

 Let me give you a little background to this question. The prevailing 

attitude among the religious establishment of that time was that one’s neighbors 

were only those people who were like themselves—like the righteous, really the 

self-righteous. The rest of humanity was to be avoided at all costs, because, well, 

you know, they were sinners. So, the lawyer was asking, “Where do I draw the 

line? What are the boundaries? Do I have to love everyone?” Jesus Christ tells a 

story teaching that love does not have a boundary line. Being God’s people 

does not allow us to choose the kind of people we love. And we can never say 

we have loved enough, so that’s it—no more.  

 

Then Jesus answered and said: “A certain man went  

down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell among thieves,  

who stripped him of his clothing, wounded him, and  

departed, leaving him half dead. 

(Luke 10:30) 

 

 This parable was a story based on real life. The road from Jerusalem to 

Jericho was called “The Way of Blood.” It was a rugged, barren road and 

muggings happened all the time. In our story the traveler is robbed, stripped, 

beaten and left for dead. But now the drama of the story intensifies as Jesus 

introduces two professional religious men, drawing the self-righteous lawyer into 

identifying personally with the story. 

 

Now by chance a certain priest came down that  

road. And when he saw him, he passed by on the  

other side. 32 Likewise a Levite, when he arrived at  

the place, came and looked, and passed by on  

the other side. 33 But a certain Samaritan, as he  

journeyed, came where he was. And when he saw  

him, he had compassion. 34 So he went to him and  

bandaged his wounds, pouring on oil and wine;  

and he set him on his own animal, brought him to  

an inn, and took care of him. 35 On the next day,  

when he departed,[j] he took out two denarii,  

gave them to the innkeeper, and said to him,  

‘Take care of him; and whatever more you spend,  

when I come again, I will repay you.’ 

(Luke 10:31-35) 

 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+10&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-25399j


 The first person to come along and find the wounded man was a priest. 

But he didn’t stop to help. Why not? Well, according to the Old Testament law3 

contact with a dead body would have made the priest ceremonially unclean. 

Maybe he thought to himself “I can’t take the chance that this guy is already 

dead. And if he is still alive, what can I do? I’m a priest not a paramedic.” Or 

maybe he feared that this was a set-up, a trap for robbers to get him. Was it fear 

for his own safety that made him pass by? Or was it that he was just in a hurry? 

 

 You know, at times people in need are a problem we do not need. They 

intrude on our already full schedules. Sure they need help, but not my help, not 

today. We’ve got our own troubles. The demands of life lie heavily on all of us. 

And you can’t save the whole world. You just can’t…can you?4 

 

 A little later a Levite came by. Levites worked in the religious world too. 

They assisted the priests with their work in the temple. But he too did not stop to 

love and serve his neighbor. Finally, down the road came a Samaritan. 

Samaritans were despised by the Jews.5  And the Samaritans returned the favor 

hating the Jews. But the hero of the story is a Samaritan. And the unique thing 

the Samaritan had that the priest and the Levite lacked, had nothing to do with 

race or ethnicity. The Samaritan had compassion. Let’s read verse 33 again. 

 

But a certain Samaritan, as he journeyed, came where  

he was. And when he saw him, he had compassion. 

 

 The Samaritan saw that pitiful man in the road. And his gut was so 

wrenched by what he saw that he had to get involved.6 That’s the way 

compassion works: it stirs us up, it troubles us, it stabs us in our hearts compelling 

us to do something. Many of the miracles Jesus Christ did for people stemmed 

from the fact that he was moved with compassion. Compassion is a deep 

awareness of the sufferings or needs of others and the conviction to help. 

 
                                                           
3 Leviticus 21:1-4 
4 No, you can’t. But you can always make a difference in at least one life if you are willing to get involved. 
5 The nation of Israel was divided into two nations in the days of Rehoboam (1 Kings 12). Israel was composed of 

the ten tribes to the north, and Judah was made up of Judah and Benjamin. The animosity between the Jews 
(inhabitants of the Judah, the southern kingdom) and Israelites began immediately after the division, as Samaria 
was the capital city of the northern kingdom (with Jeroboam as her first king). Rehoboam assembled an army to 
make war against Israel to reunite the kingdom, but God intervened through His prophet Shemiah (1 Kings 12:21-
24). Later, in speaking of the reign of Abijam, Jeroboam's son, 1 Kings 15:6 says "there was war between 
Rehoboam and Jeroboam all the days of his life." Immediately after the division, Jeroboam changed the worship of 
the Israelites in 1 Kings 12:25-33. No longer did the inhabitants of the north travel to Jerusalem to offer sacrifice 
and worship (cf Deuteronomy 12:5-14). Instead, Jeroboam set up idols in Dan and Bethel. Later, after Israel's fall 
to the Assyrians, they began to intermarry with the Assyrians, contrary to Deuteronomy 7:3-5. This is why the Jews 
hated the Samaritans as "dogs," or "half-breeds." 
6 The Greek word translated “compassion” is splanchnizomai. Literally it means to be moved in your spleen, i.e. to 
so emotionally feel the pain of another that your insides ache. Jesus Christ was very often moved with compassion 
for those in need (Matthew 9:36; 14:14; 15:32; 18:27; 20:34). 



 The Samaritan probably did not have a first aid kit with him. The bandages 

probably came from tearing up his own garment. And the Samaritan not only 

expressed his compassion with his immediate care. He spent time and money 

he would never recover and was committed to spend more if need be. 

 

 The lawyer wanting to justify himself asked “Who is my neighbor? How big 

does my circle of love have to be? Who can I exclude?” Jesus Christ teaches us 

that the love of God does not just extend the circle of love, it shatters it. In the 

New Testament, Romans 5:8 tells us that,  

 

…God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that  

while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 

 

Love, undeserved and unexpected is what God gives to us. And it is how we, His 

children, are to love. After the parable Jesus asked the lawyer a question. 

 

So which of these three do you think was neighbor  

to him who fell among the thieves?” 
37 And he said, “He who showed mercy on him.” 

Then Jesus said to him, “Go and do likewise.” 

(Luke 10:36, 37) 

 

 The lawyer asked, “Who is my neighbor?” But here, Christ reversed the 

lawyer’s question. The lawyer believed it was the responsibility of others to prove 

they were neighbors. But Christ’s question teaches that it is up to us to take on 

responsibility to be a good neighbor. Our closest neighbor is our spouse and 

family. Then the family of God, the church Galatians 6:10 says, “Therefore, as we 

have opportunity, let us do good to all, especially to those who are of the 

household of faith. 

 

The New Testament letter to the Ephesians declares, “For we are His 

[God’s] workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works.”7 And Titus 2:14 

proclaims that Christ gave his life to redeem us and to “purify for Himself His own 

special people zealous for good works.” The New Testament calls us to good 

works about 20 times. The first time is in Matthew 5. 

 

You are the light of the world. A city that is set  

on a hill cannot be hidden. 15 Nor do they light  

a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a  

lampstand, and it gives light to all who are in  

the house. 16 Let your light so shine before men,  

that they may see your good works and glorify  

                                                           
7 Ephesians 2:10 



your Father in heaven. 

(Matthew 5:14-16) 

 

 A godly life, a life of love and service gives someone convincing proof of 

the saving and transforming power of God. And that brings glory to God and 

good to people. Finally, Proverbs 3:27, 28 commands, 

 

Do not withhold good from those to whom it is due, 

When it is in the power of your hand to do so. 
28 Do not say to your neighbor, 

“Go, and come back, 

And tomorrow I will give it,” 

When you have it with you. 

 

S, let’s allow our Christ light to shine and be good neighbors.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  


