
Luke 11:1-13 

 

The Parable of Prayer 

 

 

 

 The longer you are a Christian the more you realize how important prayer 

is. To be a Christian without praying is no more possible than to be alive without 

breathing. This is because to live as a vibrant believer is to totally depend upon 

God.  

 

 Praying to God his Father was something that Jesus Christ did constantly. 

Prayer was not just a spiritual discipline to him. It was intimate time with his 

Father. This is of great importance. Most of our problems with prayer stem from 

wrong ideas about God. If we understood Him better we would pray more and 

enjoy it more. Jesus taught a parable about prayer that explains God’s heart 

towards us. And the parable is set in the context of our Lord teaching the 

disciples how to pray.  

 

Now it came to pass, as He was praying in a certain  

place, when He ceased, that one of His disciples said  

to Him, “Lord, teach us to pray, as John also taught his  

disciples.” 

 
2 So He said to them, “When you pray, say: 

Our Father in heaven, 

Hallowed be Your name. 

Your kingdom come. 

Your will be done 

On earth as it is in heaven. 
3 Give us day by day our daily bread. 
4 And forgive us our sins, 

For we also forgive everyone who is indebted to us. 

And do not lead us into temptation, 

But deliver us from the evil one.” 

(Luke 11:1-4) 

 

 Responding to the request “Lord, teach us to pray” Christ provides us with 

a pattern for prayer. We are to pray to our Father about His will, His glory and 

about the needs of the family of God. There are three great principles revealed 

here.  

 

First, our prayers are not simply addressed to God, but to God our Father. 

Through the sacrificial work of Jesus Christ we are not only forgiven of our sins, 



we are not only granted everlasting life, but through the new birth we become 

true children of God.1 Therefore when we pray we are not talking to a Celestial 

Vending Machine or to a Cosmic Bell-hop. We are talking to our Father who 

loves us deeply. Therefore we pray not just make our needs known, but to 

strengthen and deepen our relationship with our Father. 

 

Secondly, prayer is about our Father’s glory. “Hallowed be Your name” is 

a request for God to be honored and glorified. The heart of our prayer should be 

worship and praise. Our concern should be that the blessings of salvation are 

evident in our lives so that we can share our Father’s love and Word with others. 

We should want God’s will to be done in our lives as we eagerly await Christ’s 

return and God’s kingdom.  

 

Finally, our prayers should not just be for ourselves. They should include the 

concerns of the whole family of God. We are to ask our Father to work in us, to 

meet our daily needs and to keep us from temptation and evil. Now after setting 

a pattern for prayer before us Jesus Christ told a story to help us better 

understand our Father’s heart. 

 

And He said to them, “Which of you shall have a  

friend, and go to him at midnight and say to him,  

‘Friend, lend me three loaves; 6 for a friend of mine  

has come to me on his journey, and I have nothing  

to set before him’; 7 and he will answer from within  

and say, ‘Do not trouble me; the door is now shut,  

and my children are with me in bed; I cannot rise  

and give to you’? 8 I say to you, though he will not  

rise and give to him because he is his friend, yet  

because of his persistence he will rise and give him  

as many as he needs. 

(Luke 11:5-8) 

 

 In the parable a man has a traveler drop in on him late at night. Culturally, 

hospitality was a sacred duty. To receive a guest and not provide for his needs 

was unthinkable. But here the man is, late at night with no bread to offer. 

Desperate, the man runs to his neighbor’s house to help supply the midnight 

meal.  

 

 “Hey, Bob, are you up?” Knock, knock, knock! Groggily, Bob calls out, 

“Who is it? What do you want at this hour?”  “It’s Pete. I know it’s late, but a 

friend traveled a long way to visit and I’m out of bread, Can I borrow a loaf?” 

Knock, knock, knock! 

                                                           
1 John 1:12, 13; Galatians 3:26; 1 Peter 1:23 



 Bob wants none of this, it’s late, he is in bed, the kids are finally asleep 

(you know what that’s like!). So he tells Pete to go away. Bob’s reluctance is 

understandable. But eventually he gets out of bed to give Bob the bread. It 

wasn’t the bond of friendship that got Bob out of bed. Jesus said something else 

pulled Bob out from under the covers. Let’s read verse 8 again. 

 

I say to you, though he will not rise and give to him  

because he is his friend, yet because of his persistence  

he will rise and give him as many as he needs. 

 

 The Greek word for “persistence”2 has been a puzzle for translators. It is 

used only once in the New Testament and that is here. And it’s basic meaning is 

bold shamelessness. But from the context it is best to understand the word not 

just negatively.  

 

 The host had an urgent, desperate need. Therefore he boldly and 

shamelessly kept knocking on his friend’s door. To put it another way he was 

unflinching; he persisted until he succeeded. Therefore our prayers for God’s 

glory and for our own needs and the needs of others should be gutsy, bold and 

persistent. But from what our Lord tells us in the next verses, God is not like the 

sleepy neighbor who needs to be roused out of bed. 

 

 Psalm 121 tells us that God does not slumber or sleep. God, our Father 

does not have a “Do not disturb” sign on His door. He watches over us diligently 

like a good Father and He urges us to pray. He says in Psalm 81:10,  

 

I am the Lord your God… 

Open your mouth wide, and I will fill it. 

 

In Psalm 50:15 God says,  

 

Call upon Me in the day of trouble; 

I will deliver you, and you shall glorify Me. 

 

God cares about you! 1 Peter 5:7 reveals that you can cast all your care upon 

God “for He cares for you.” The parable is not comparing God with the sleepy 

neighbor it is contrasting them as we shall see. Our Father is not aloof and 

uncaring. He is not too busy running the universe to help us. He doesn’t help us 

begrudgingly saying, Oh, its you again…” 

 

 

So I say to you, ask, and it will be given to you; seek,  

                                                           
2 Anaideia In secular Greek the word is always used in a negative sense. But not in the context of this parable. 



and you will find; knock, and it will be opened to you.  
10 For everyone who asks receives, and he who seeks  

finds, and to him who knocks it will be opened.  

(Luke 11:9, 10) 

 

 The idea of boldness in prayer is reinforced by the intensity of 

“ask…seek…knock.” All of these words are in the present, imperative tense and 

indicate continuing action. In other words, ask and keep on asking, seek and 

keep on seeking, knock and keep on knocking. If something is worth praying 

about, pray until the answer comes. Initial barriers may not be final refusals.  

 

 Remember we are in a spiritual battle. We don’t need to nag or pester 

God. But James 5:16 tell us “The effective, fervent prayer of a righteous man 

avails much.” The energetic, passionate prayers of godly men and women have 

the power to accomplish much. We are to continue earnestly in prayer, 

because we are convinced that our Father is committed not only to His glory 

but our good.3  

 

If a son asks for bread from any father among you,  

will he give him a stone? Or if he asks for a fish, will  

he give him a serpent instead of a fish? 12 Or if he  

asks for an egg, will he offer him a scorpion?  
13 If you then, being evil, know how to give good  

gifts to your children, how much more will your  

heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who  

ask Him!” 

(Luke 11:11-13) 

 

 Jesus Christ’s point here is so effective because of the imagery he uses. 

The flat bread of his time could look like a flat stone. Many serpents of the area 

looked like slender fish. And even a coiled up white scorpion could look like an 

egg. Therefore the point is that if even fallible human fathers are careful to meet 

the needs of their children and not harm them “how much more” confidence 

we should have in God? God delights to respond to our need. God delights to 
                                                           
3 Sometimes it seems as if a prayer will never be answered, even if it is in accordance with the will of God. At times 
this is because of the spiritual battle we are in. We have demonic adversaries who strive against us and the 
accomplishment of God’s will (Ephesians 6:1-10). In these situations we need to be strong in the Lord and patiently 
wait (Psalm 27:14). At other times it is because we will not receive the answer until the Lord Jesus Christ returns. It 
is then that we will have fully healthy bodies (Philippians 3:21). It is then that full justice will be met out (Romans 
12:19). And it is then that the righteous will inherit the earth in the kingdom of God (Psalm 37:4, 9). It was in this 
light that Jesus told another parable about prayer (Luke 18:1-8). In that parable of an unjust judge Jesus tells us 
that the judge eventually brought justice to the widow. Again, God is not compared to the unjust judge but 
contrasted. God does not have to be badgered. He will bring about full justice but at the time of the Lord’s return. 
Nevertheless until that day arrives we “ought always to pray and not lose heart (Luke 18:1).” See also Romans 
8:18. 



answer prayer according to His will. And God, our Father, knows the best way in 

which to answer our prayers and the best time. 

 

 In Matthew’s gospel Jesus states that God will give “good things” to those 

who ask him.4 Here, Luke writes that our father will give us the Holy Spirit. What 

does this mean for us? While all of us who believe in Jesus Christ receive the Spirit 

the moment we are saved,5 we all need to experience more of the Spirit’s 

power and influence in our daily lives. Let me show you what I mean from a 

prayer in Colossians, chapter 1, which is a prayer for us to have greater spiritual 

insight, wisdom and power. 

 

For this reason we also, since the day we heard it,  

do not cease to pray for you, and to ask that you  

may be filled with the knowledge of His will in all  

wisdom and spiritual understanding; 10 that you  

may walk worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing Him,  

being fruitful in every good work and increasing  

in the knowledge of God;  

 
11 strengthened with all might, according to His  

glorious power, for all patience and longsuffering  

with joy;  

 

 This is the power of the Spirit at work in us. We must pray for this and desire 

it to happen. In Ephesians 5:18 we are commanded to “be filled with the Spirit.” 

And the idea is that just as the wind fills the sail on a ship to move it, we are filled 

with the Spirit. 
 

12 giving thanks to the Father who has  

qualified us to be partakers of the inheritance of  

the saints in the light. 13 He has delivered us from  

the power of darkness and conveyed us into the  

kingdom of the Son of His love, 14 in whom we  

have redemption through His blood, the  

forgiveness of sins. 

(Colossians 1:9-14) 

 

 The greatest prayer we can pray for ourselves and for one another is that 

we come to a greater understanding of God’s love and that we live according 

to His will and by His power. And that we share His Word and love as we eagerly 

and patiently wait for Christ’s return and the coming kingdom.  

                                                           
4 Matthew 7:11 
5 Ephesians 1:11-14 



 

 This does not mean that cannot bring our daily needs to God, we can. But 

too often we set our hearts on things instead of our relationship with our 

heavenly Father. Matthew 6:33 says, “seek first the kingdom of God and His 

righteousness” and then all that we need will be provided by our Father. Let us 

pray bold, gutsy payers for God’s glory and our good. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


