
Luke 16:1-13 

 

A Parable About Wealth 

 

 

 

 Almost daily on the radio or on the internet and even in my e-mail, there 

are advertisements suggesting that I should buy a book or sign up for a program 

to learn how to be a success; how to make a lot of money; how to live the good 

life. There is nothing necessarily wrong with climbing the ladder of success. But 

what if we spend our lives climbing the ladder of success only to find out that it’s 

leaning against the wrong wall? What if we get rich only to discover that we are 

really poor?  

 

 In Luke 16 we have a parable about true riches; about being truly 

wealthy. By the way, you should know that our Lord Jesus taught about money, 

wealth and treasure more than any other topic—interesting isn’t it? Here in Luke 

16 Jesus Christ told a parable to his disciples about the right use of money in light 

of the coming kingdom. The Pharisees were listening too, but they did not like 

what Christ had to say. Let’s read verse 14. 

 

Now the Pharisees, who were lovers of money, also  

heard all these things, and they derided Him. 

 

 Literally, in the Greek text it says that the Pharisees “turned up their noses.” 

They thought what Jesus said stunk. Many people won’t like what Jesus says 

here. Here’s the story.  

 

He also said to His disciples: “There was a certain rich  

man who had a steward, and an accusation was  

brought to him that this man was wasting his goods. 

(Luke 16:1)  

 

 A steward is like a manager. Let’s say you own a company and you hire 

someone to manage the day to day business. But a steward was really more 

than that. A steward was more than a manager. He acted as an agent for his 

master. He had the full authority to conduct business as he saw fit in the master’s 

name, just as if he were the master. But, still, if the steward begins to act as if his 

master’s property was his own and spends the owner’s resources to benefit 

himself and not the master, then he is an unfaithful and unrighteous steward. 

That is exactly what the steward is like in this story. 

 

He also said to His disciples: “There was a certain rich  

man who had a steward, and an accusation was  



brought to him that this man was wasting his goods.  
2 So he called him and said to him, ‘What is this I  

hear about you? Give an account of your  

stewardship, for you can no longer be steward.’ 
3 “Then the steward said within himself, ‘What shall  

I do? For my master is taking the stewardship away  

from me. I cannot dig; I am ashamed to beg.  

 
4 I have resolved what to do, that when I am put  

out of the stewardship, they may receive me into  

their houses.’ 5 “So he called every one of his master’s  

debtors to him, and said to the first, ‘How much do  

you owe my master?’ 6 And he said, ‘A hundred  

measures of oil.’ So he said to him, ‘Take your bill,  

and sit down quickly and write fifty.’ 7 Then he said  

to another, ‘And how much do you owe?’ So he  

said, ‘A hundred measures of wheat.’ And he said  

to him, ‘Take your bill, and write eighty.’ 8 So the master 

commended the unjust steward because he had dealt  

shrewdly. 

(Luke 16:1- 8a) 

 

 Caught mismanaging his master’s affairs the steward loses his job. What 

will he do? How will he make a living? He doesn’t think he can handle physical 

work and he is too proud to beg. So he came up with a scheme to lower the 

debts people owed his master. Now, this was wrong. It was fraud against his 

master. But it put the steward in a good spot with those who owed his master. 

Thus the steward hoped he might one day work for one of the debtors. Out 

witted, the master can only applaud the steward’s cunning shrewdness. But 

now, our Lord makes a stunning statement at the end of verse 8. 

 

So the master commended the unjust steward because  

he had dealt shrewdly. For the sons of this world are  

more shrewd in their generation than the sons of light. 

 

 What does Jesus Christ mean by this statement? A number of 

commentators find the parable perplexing. They are not sure what Jesus is 

teaching. Is he teaching us to be fraudulent? No. Is he teaching us to be 

shrewd? Yes, if by shrewd Jesus meant clever, astute, sharp, wise and 

discerning. There are three lessons or applications to the parable. The first one is 

here in verse 8. 

 

For the sons of this world are more shrewd in their  



generation1 than the sons of light. 

 

 The point here is that most unbelieves are wiser in the ways of this age 

than many believers are in this age towards the things of God. The steward took 

action with the resources he had to prepare for his future. In the same way we 

should use the resources we have in the light of our future in the coming 

kingdom of God.  

 

 How are we using our money to prepare for our future in the kingdom of 

God? Jesus Christ is saying to us, “Look at the way the world works and uses its 

money for the things it values.” And so, are we working and using our money for 

the things we say we value as the people of God. Think about it. How much 

time, energy and money do we give to our hobbies, sports, arts, politics or any 

other activity? And how does it compare to the time, energy and money we 

give to the things of God? Are we being wise or shrewd in this? The second 

lesson is in verse 9. 

 

And I say to you, make friends for yourselves by  

unrighteous mammon, that when you fail2, they  

may receive you into an everlasting home. 

(Luke 16:9) 

 

 In the New Testament, the word “mammon” refers to money, wealth, our 

treasure and possessions. Here is the Lord’s lesson to us. Use your money and 

material goods to help people to be saved and come to a knowledge of the 

truth. Use your money and material goods to bless people, to meet needs and 

to support the work of God. If you do, you will be applauded and cheered in 

the kingdom of God.  

 

 Imagine that Jesus Christ has returned and the kingdom is now here on 

earth. The Bible says that all of us will be judged for the work we have done here 

for our Master. Any and all work done out of love for God and for the cause of 

Christ will be rewarded. Any work done solely for my own glory and not God’s 

will be burned up. I will suffer loss although I will still be saved.3 

 

So there you are standing before Christ. And person after person tells how 

because of you, because you shared your time, abilities and money he or she 

was saved and someone else received a Bible. People had their needs met. 

Someone found a teaching on our web site that gave them hope. Imagine 

people in the kingdom praising God and thanking Him for you! 

                                                           
1 The age or era in which they live 
2 More accurately, “when it fails” that is the money at the end of this age. 
3 1 Corinthians 3:9-15; 2 Corinthians 5:10 



 

But this I say: He who sows sparingly will also  

reap sparingly, and he who sows bountifully  

will also reap bountifully. 7 So let each one  

give as he purposes in his heart, not grudgingly  

or of necessity; for God loves a cheerful giver.  
8 And God is able to make all grace abound  

toward you, that you, always having all  

sufficiency in all things, may have an abundance  

for every good work. 9 As it is written: 

 

“He has dispersed abroad, 

He has given to the poor; 

His righteousness endures forever.” 

 
10 Now may He who supplies seed to the sower,  

and bread for food, supply and multiply the seed  

you have sown and increase the fruits of your  

righteousness, 11 while you are enriched in everything  

for all liberality, which causes thanksgiving through us  

to God. 12 For the administration of this service not only  

supplies the needs of the saints, but also is abounding  

through many thanksgivings to God, 13 while, through  

the proof of this ministry, they glorify God for the  

obedience of your confession to the gospel of Christ,  

and for your liberal sharing with them and all men,  
14 and by their prayer for you, who long for you because  

of the exceeding grace of God in you. 15 Thanks be to  

God for His indescribable gift! 

(2 Corinthians 9:8-15) 

 

 

 God loves a cheerful giver. And we are to be cheerful as we give, 

because of the needs it will meet and the rejoicing that will go to God. People 

will thank God for you and will pray for you. The grace of God will be at work in 

you. And the fruit of your righteousness will be rewarded now and in eternity. 

 

If we use our money and possessions wisely we won’t be mastered by 

them. But we will, in our Master’s name bring hope and good to the lives of 

others and gain everlasting rewards. The apostle Paul wrote a similar 

encouragement.  

 

Command those who are rich in this present age  

not to be haughty, nor to trust in uncertain riches  



but in the living God, who gives us richly all things  

to enjoy. 18 Let them do good, that they be rich in  

good works, ready to give, willing to share, 19 storing  

up for themselves a good foundation for the time to  

come, that they may lay hold on eternal life.4 

 

 When we use our money and material goods for the things of God we are 

blessing other people here and now. We are being good stewards of what 

really belongs to God. And we are investing in a spiritual fund that will pay off in 

the kingdom of God. If we are faithful now with what God puts into our care, He 

will reward us with greater responsibility in the coming kingdom. Now, the third 

lesson.  

 

He who is faithful in what is least is faithful also in  

much; and he who is unjust in what is least is unjust  

also in much. 11 Therefore if you have not been  

faithful in the unrighteous mammon, who will commit  

to your trust the true riches? 12 And if you have not  

been faithful in what is another man’s, who will give  

you what is your own? 

(Luke 16:10-12) 

 

 Your money, your life is to be used with godly wisdom for godly purposes 

rather than for mere self-interest. Self-interest is not necessarily bad. But it is, if it is 

short sighted, if it does not have an eternal perspective. Faithful use of what is 

“least” that is our material goods, will be tied to our trustworthiness to serve in the 

kingdom of God. We need to see ourselves as stewards of the things of God. 

Here is how Peter puts it. 

 

But the end of all things is at hand; therefore be  

serious and watchful in your prayers. 8 And above  

all things have fervent love for one another, for  

“love will cover a multitude of sins.” 9 Be hospitable  

to one another without grumbling. 10 As each one  

has received a gift, minister it to one another, as  

good stewards of the manifold grace of God.  
11 If anyone speaks, let him speak as the oracles  

of God. If anyone ministers, let him do it as with the  

ability which God supplies, that in all things God may  

be glorified through Jesus Christ, to whom belong the  

glory and the dominion forever and ever. Amen. 

                                                           
4 To “lay hold on eternal life” does not mean we gain everlasting life by our good works, but that we are showing 
that the life of the age to come has gripped our hearts even now. 



(1 Peter 4:7-11) 

 

 I do not own my own life, God does. I do not own my own words, God 

does. I do not own my own time, my own abilities, my money, my home or my 

car, God owns it all. I manage all of these things as a steward of God’s grace. 

Finally back in Luke 16, Jesus will conclude the lessons from the parable. 

 

No servant can serve two masters; for either he will  

hate the one and love the other, or else he will be  

loyal to the one and despise the other. You cannot  

serve God and mammon. 

(Luke 16:13) 

 

 We can serve God with our money. But we cannot serve God and our 

money. A choice is inescapable. And Jesus Christ does not give us the option of 

our being the master of mammon. We can be stewards of all that we have for 

the glory of God. Or we can be the slaves of our material wealth. Most of us like 

to think there is some middle ground. There is not.  

 

 The steward in the parable did all he could to prepare for his future. What 

about us? If the end of this age is certain and if each day brings us closer to 

Christ’s return and the kingdom, than all of our values and stances and 

practices should be shaped by that reality. And there should be a sense of 

urgency in all that we do for the glory of God.  

 

 The parable does not provide us with easy answers about what to do with 

every dollar we possess. But it does compel us to think about what shrewd, wise 

and good kingdom oriented use of our treasure means. We should demonstrate 

by the use of our lives, our money and our material goods the reality and 

greatness of the good news of Jesus Christ and the sure and certain hope it 

provides. 

 

 

 

 

 


