
Luke 7:36-50 

 

The Parable of the Two Debtors 

 

 

 

One of the most important lessons of life is to learn to be grateful instead 

of taking the blessings of life for granted. An attitude of gratitude brings energy 

and joy to your life and it honors those who have given to you. When we are not 

grateful our hearts become judgmental and bitter. And it harms our relationships 

with other people. Unthankful people are always, sooner or later, unhappy 

people.  

 

God has given lavishly to everyone one of us. In one way or another every 

single person has been touched by the grace of God. Scripture tells us that God 

“makes His sun to rise on the just and the unjust.”1 Did you notice that the sun 

that warms our planet is “His”? If God wanted the sun to burn out, it would! And 

so the only reason we are allowed to breath and live and enjoy life is the 

goodness of God. 

 

But not only is there common grace: life, food, the sun and rain.2 God, in 

love, has given us His only begotten Son, Jesus Christ, to pay the penalty for our 

sins so that we might have God as our Father and live with Him and enjoy Him 

forever. There are some people however who think they are without sin. Or at 

least they are basically good enough and that God should accept that fact. 

They are not humble or grateful for the mercy and grace that God offers. Our 

present parable is a very short story. It was told at a dinner party and it is about 

someone who is humble and grateful and someone who is self-righteous. 

 

Then one of the Pharisees asked Him to eat with him.  

And He went to the Pharisee’s house, and sat down  

to eat. 

(Luke 7:36) 

 

 On account of his teachings and his miracles some people thought that 

Jesus was a prophet. Some even thought that Jesus was the great prophet, the 

Christ, prophesied by Moses.3 The Pharisees were a sect within Judaism. They 

took God seriously. But generally speaking they became very legalistic and 

hard-hearted. One Pharisee named Simon invited Jesus to dinner. He wanted to 
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discover if Jesus was truly a prophet come from God or a fake. He wants to be a 

judge of Jesus Christ’s character, but it will be Jesus who judges Simon. 

 

 But why would Jesus go to Simon’s dinner party? He must know that he will 

be scrutinized. Jesus went because of God’s love and grace. Jesus came to 

seek and to save those who are lost in sin. And that included Simon. So Jesus 

arrived at Simon’s house and dinner began. There was polite conversation. Then 

suddenly, something outrageous happened. 

 

And behold, a woman in the city who was a sinner,  

when she knew that Jesus sat at the table in the  

Pharisee’s house, brought an alabaster flask of  

fragrant oil, 38 and stood at His feet behind Him  

weeping; and she began to wash His feet with her  

tears, and wiped them with the hair of her head;  

and she kissed His feet and anointed them with the  

fragrant oil. 

(Luke 7:37, 38) 

 

 It is difficult to imagine this scene until you understand their style of 

dinning. People did not sit at chairs around a table. They reclined on the floor 

around a low table leaning on one arm and eating with the other. So your feet 

would be pointed away from the table. And banquets like this were open to the 

public. The public wouldn’t eat with the guests but they were free to stand or sit 

against the walls to watch or listen, especially if there was a special guest like 

Jesus.  

 

 But this woman broke all custom and protocol. We are told she was a 

sinner. In a small town everyone knows just about everything about everyone, or 

at least they think they do. In that culture, the woman being called a sinner 

probably meant that she was a prostitute. It took great courage for this woman 

to show up at Simon’s house. But it was love and gratitude that led her to do 

what she did to the Lord. It seems that she had met Jesus before. This was not 

the first time she had been with the Lord. Perhaps she had been in the crowd 

when a short while before this Jesus said, “Come unto Me…and I will give you 

rest.”4  

 

Her weeping was an expression of deep thanksgiving for the forgiveness 

of her sins. Kissing someone’s feet was the ultimate way to express gratefulness 

and to show someone honor. It was an act of deep humility. The alabaster flask 

of perfume was worth about several thousand dollars. All of this was outrageous 

and out of order. But when she let down her hair and wiped her tears off of 
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Christ’s feet this was scandalous and shameful. A woman letting down her hair in 

the presence of a man was an act of seduction. But for this woman it was an 

act of deep sacrificial love for the only man who ever made her feel clean and 

not dirty. What she did was beautiful and noble, but not in the eyes of Simon.  

 

  

Now when the Pharisee who had invited Him saw  

this, he spoke to himself, saying, “This Man, if He  

were a prophet, would know who and what manner  

of woman this is who is touching Him, for she is a sinner.” 

(Luke 7:39) 

 

 Can you see Simon watching this woman with contempt? Seeing this he is 

convinced that since Jesus allowed this woman to do what she did, Jesus is 

neither righteous or a prophet. And as a Pharisee, a very religious man, Simon 

knows that God is surely not interested in sinners, is He? 

 

 In looking down on this woman as a sinner Simon did not see—could not 

see, that he was every bit as much a sinner as she was. In his mind he was vastly 

different from this woman. He was basically a good man, wasn’t he? I mean 

what did he ever do that was really wrong? “OK, he might have thought, 

“maybe I’m a ‘little’ sinner. But this woman is a huge sinner.”  

 

 Simon could not see that he was in need of the grace of forgiveness too. 

As it says in Romans 3:23, “all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.” All 

of us. Jesus Christ read Simon’s thoughts like a book. 

 

And Jesus answered and said to him, “Simon, I have  

something to say to you.” So he said, “Teacher, say it.” 
41 “There was a certain creditor who had two debtors.  

One owed five hundred denarii, and the other fifty.  
42 And when they had nothing with which to repay,  

he freely forgave them both. Tell Me, therefore, which  

of them will love him more?” 

 
43 Simon answered and said, “I suppose the one whom 

 he forgave more.” And He said to him, “You have rightly  

judged.”  

(Luke 7:40-43) 

 

 Jesus is in full control of the room now. His voice is firm and clear. Every 

eye is on him. Simon’s answer to Christ is all important and must have lingered in 

the air for a moment. Forgiveness precedes the kind of grateful, sacrificial love 



this woman showed. The apostle John tells us that if we love like this it is only 

because God has first loved us.5 

 

Then He turned to the woman and said to Simon,  

“Do you see this woman? I entered your house; you  

gave Me no water for My feet, but she has washed  

My feet with her tears and wiped them with the hair  

of her head. 45 You gave Me no kiss, but this woman  

has not ceased to kiss My feet since the time I came  

in. 46 You did not anoint My head with oil, but this  

woman has anointed My feet with fragrant oil.  
47 Therefore I say to you, her sins, which are many,  

are forgiven, for she loved much.6 But to whom little  

is forgiven, the same loves little.” 

(Luke 7:44-47) 

 

 Here is the point of the story. The woman was a forgiven sinner. And she 

freely accepted that she was a sinner and she freely accepted the forgiveness. 

Simon’s indifference and lack of respect for Jesus showed that he cared little for 

Christ and that he was an unforgiven, self-righteous sinner. Simon had much for 

which to be grateful. He was respected in society as a Pharisee. Most likely he 

was a wealthy man. But what happened to his sense of common courtesy 

towards others? Jesus Christ was his honored guest. But when Jesus arrived 

Simon offered no water to wash Christ’s feet. This was an essential formal 

courtesy. To neglect this would have been an insult.  

 

 And what happened to his thankful love towards God? I’m sure he had 

seen the blood sacrifices in the temple for sin—even Simon’s sin. Did he not 

realize that the sacrifices pointed to the fact that even at our best not a one of 

us measures up to a supremely holy God? Simon could not see that the 

sacrificial lambs in the temple pointed to his honored guest who would sacrifice 

his life for Simon; for you and me. 

 

 People are often so unthankful. Children are not thankful for their parents. 

Husbands are not thankful for their wives. Wives are not thankful for their 

husbands. Employers are not thankful for their employees. Employees are not 

thankful for their employers. We forget to be thankful to God for allowing us to 

breath, or more importantly, for forgiving our sins and granting us everlasting life 
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in Jesus Christ. We do not express our love to God and Christ as passionately as 

this woman did because we have forgotten how horrible even the smallest sin is.  

 

Then He said to her, “Your sins are forgiven.” 49 And  

those who sat at the table with Him began to say  

to themselves, “Who is this who even forgives sins?” 
50 Then He said to the woman, “Your faith has saved  

you. Go in peace.” 

(Luke 7:48-50) 

 

 How will we respond to this story? The only correct answer is to identify 

ourselves with the 500 denarii sinner. It is to see ourselves as the sinful woman. If 

we think we have no need of forgiveness we are blind like Simon. If we forget 

what it cost Jesus Christ to save us—may it never be! 

 

 So how can we show our gratitude and love to God and Jesus Christ? The 

answer is the same way the woman did; unashamed, boldly, openly, 

extravagantly. This woman did not take forgiveness for granted. It moved her 

heart and soul to respond with sacrificial love. 

 

 Get involved, love, serve, give of your time, talent and money. Pray for 

others, share the Word of God with someone. Show kindness even in little things. 

There are no little sinners so there can be no little acts of love. Whatever act of 

love and gratitude you show someone is a way to anoint Christ’s feet. Go 

ahead. Pour out your alabaster flask. Scriptures says,  

 

Therefore be imitators of God as dear children.  
2 And walk in love, as Christ also has loved us and  

given Himself for us, an offering and a sacrifice to  

God for a sweet-smelling aroma. 

(Ephesians 5:1, 2) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


