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 The problem that some people have with Christianity, even some 

believers, is that they say it happened so long ago. They say that we are 

speaking of things that happened thousands of years ago. The assertion is that if 

Christ was here now or if he had been born and lived even 50 years ago things 

would be different. Christianity would be more vital and real.  

 

 I understand what people are saying who think like this. But the great 

power and reality of God in Christ has not ceased to be a present reality. It is 

present right here and now. In Matthew 28:20 Jesus Christ said, “I am with you 

always, even to the end of the age.” And in John 14:18 he said, “I will not leave 

you orphans, I will come to you.” Jesus Christ made this promise speaking about 

the permanent presence of the Helper—the gift of God’s holy Spirit. 

 

 Therefore God in Christ comes to us and is here, even now in every 

Christian, through the gift of the Spirit. The Bible tells us in 2 Corinthians 3:17 that 

“the Lord is the Spirit.” And so by the power of the Spirit in us we bring the 

empowering presence of God in Christ in us into every area of life—right now. 

Every Christian receives the gift of the Spirit the very moment he or she comes to 

Christ by faith. Therefore all of us have God’s empowering presence within us 

equipping us for the work Christ calls us to do.  

 

 In the last two teachings we learned that God has given a spiritual gift to 

each and every one of us. Some of us are gifted to teach, to pray, to 

encourage, to witness, to show mercy or to help in any number of practical, 

physical ways. But God has also given to each and every one of us the ability to 

evidence or manifest or show forth the power of the Spirit in nine specific ways 

for our own good and the good of the church. This great truth is revealed to us 

in 1 Corinthians 12. 

 

Now concerning spiritual gifts, brethren, I do not want  

you to be ignorant: 

(1 Corinthians 12:1) 

 

 God does not want us to be ignorant about the holy Spirit, but sadly too 

many Christians are ignorant. And one reason why is right here in verse 1. The 

two words “spiritual gifts” are translated from one Greek word, pneumatikos. This 

word would be better translated here as “spiritual matters.” The word 

pneumatikos describes more than spiritual gifts. For example Romans 7:14 tells us 



that the Old Testament law is pneumatikos—spiritual. In 1 Corinthians 15:44 we 

are told that in the resurrection we will have spiritual (pneumatikos) bodies. Our 

new body will be powerful and immortal like Christ’s glorified body.1 And 

Ephesians 5:19 refers to “hymns and spiritual (pneumatikos) songs.” 

 

 Secondly, the word “gifts” is in italics in the New King James Version of the 

Bible. This indicates that there is no corresponding word in the Greek text. 

Translators have added the word to try and clarify the sentence, but it doesn’t 

really help here. In 1 Corinthians 12 through 14 the apostle Paul wrote about 

more than gifts. He wrote about gifts, ministries, manifestations and even spiritual 

people. Therefore verse 1 should read “Now concerning spiritual matters…I do 

not want you to be ignorant.” 

 

Now concerning spiritual [matters], brethren, I do not  

want you to be ignorant: 2 You know that you were  

Gentiles, carried away to these dumb idols, however  

you were led. 3 Therefore I make known to you that no  

one speaking by the Spirit of God calls Jesus accursed,  

and no one can say that Jesus is Lord except by the  

Holy Spirit. 

  (1 Corinthians 12:1-3) 

 

 Many of the Corinthians to whom Paul wrote came from a pagan 

background. And many of these religions had demonic, ecstatic expressions in 

both words and actions. So the apostle wants us to know that the power of 

God’s holy Spirit is not frenzied or demonic. God does not knock people out 

when His power is manifested. There are no uncontrollable actions. The believer 

is always dignified and in control. And no one can truly confess Jesus as his or 

her Lord without the deep work of God’s on the heart. 

 

There are diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit. 

 5 There are differences of ministries, but the same Lord.  
6 And there are diversities of activities, but it is the same  

God who works all in all. 

(1 Corinthians 12:4-6) 

 

 Let’s really dig into these three verses because they are so important 

concerning spiritual matters. Verse 4 states that “There are diversities of gifts” or 

various kinds of gifts. That is correct. You may have a gift to give or to show 

mercy. And I may have a gift to meet needs in some physical manner. And all of 

these gifts comes from the same Spirit of God that we all have. There is one gift 

                                                           
1
 Philippians 3:20, 21 



of the Spirit that enables all of us to share some aspect of God’s grace that is 

given to us.  

 

 Then verse 5 says “There are differences of ministries, but the same Lord.” 

A ministry is a sphere of influence in which a gift is shared. For example you may 

have a gift to teach, but your sphere of influence is not a church pulpit, but in a 

small Bible study. Or you might serve in the worship service with music or in some 

technical way in the audio or video area. No matter where you serve it is the 

Lord Jesus Christ who guides us and places us where we can do the most good.  

 

 Finally, verse 6 reveals “…there are diversities of activities, but it is the 

same God who energizes all in all.” The word “activities” is translated from the 

Greek word energeemata and it refers to the effects produced by your gift and 

area of service. You might bring someone hope or comfort by what you do. You 

may strengthen soneone’s faith or be an example of what it really means to 

love. And you can do that with a sermon, a song, by prayer, even by helping 

someone with a task or serving food. No matter what you do or where you 

serve, it is God who is at work in you through His Spirit.  

 

Now this is crucial to understand. With the word “But” in verse 7 the 

subject changes from gifts to manifestations.  

 

But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to each one  

for the profit of all: 

(1 Corinthians 12:7) 

 

 Verse 7 is a transition point. We are still dealing with pneumatikos, spiritual 

matters, but we are no longer dealing with your unique spiritual gift. We are 

dealing with the manifestation of the Spirit. Every believer can manifest the Spirit 

in the nine ways that are mentioned in verses 8 through 10. 

 

 The word “manifestation” is translated from the Greek word phanerosis 

which basically means a shining forth. It is to make something visible or evident. 

Just as the light from a light bulb is the manifestation of the power of electricity, 

the power of God’s Spirit in us can be seen in nine specific ways. Each and 

every Christian has the gift of the holy Spirit. There is one gift of the Spirit but it 

can be manifested or evidenced in nine ways.  

 

 The Swiss Army knife is a good example of the difference between a gift 

and a manifestation. If I gave you a Swiss Army knife that would be my gift to 

you. But now you can manifest that gift in several ways. You can use the knife 

blade or the scissors or the screw driver or even the can opener. So you don’t 

have to wait for the gift of a can opener or the gift of scissors, because you 



already have the gift of the Swiss Army knife. And all of the tools are in the Swiss 

Army knife.  

 

It is the same with the gift of the Spirit. There is one gift, the Spirit, that can 

be manifested in nine ways. This is so important to understand, because there 

are Christians waiting to receive the gift of tongues or prophecy. But these are 

not gifts, per se, they are manifestations or evidences or a shining forth of the gift 

of the Spirit. And every Christian has the gift of the Spirit.  

 

So now we need to know what the manifestations are and how they work 

in our lives. And we will examine these individually and in detail in the coming 

weeks. But first let’s read what they are. And then there is another important 

point we need to grasp.  

 

But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to each  

one for the profit of all: 8 for to one is given the word  

of wisdom through the Spirit, to another the word of  

knowledge through the same Spirit, 9 to another faith  

by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healings by the  

same Spirit, 10 to another the working of miracles, to  

another prophecy, to another discerning of spirits,  

to another different kinds of tongues, to another the  

interpretation of tongues.  

(1 Corinthians 12:7-10) 

 

 These four verses list the nine ways that the Spirit can be manifested or 

expressed. Now at first glance it seems that a believer can only manifest the 

Spirit in one of the nine ways mentioned. This is because of the phrases “For to 

one” and “to another.” But deeper study reveals the opposite. For example, 

some Christians teach that not every believer can speak in tongues. But in 1 

Corinthians 14:5 we read “I wish that you all spoke in tongues, but even more 

that you prophesied.” The Greek word translated “wish” is thelo and means a 

very determined, strong desire. It is often translated as “to will.” In fact the 

English Standard Version of the Bible reads “Now I want you all to speak in 

tongues, but even more to prophesy.” 

 

 Now the same is true for all of the other manifestations. We can all 

manifest the Spirit in the nine ways listed here. So, then, how are we to 

understand the phrases “For to one” and “to another”? Well, we get a better 

understanding of the will of God by reading a translation from the Aramaic text. 

 

Now the manifestation of the Spirit is given to each  

one as it is profitable to him. 8 There is a word of wisdom  



that is given to him by the Spirit, now for another [profit]2,  

a word of knowledge by the same Spirit, 9 for another  

[profit], faith by the same Spirit, for another [profit], gifts  

of healings by the same Spirit, 10 now for another [profit],  

miracles, now for another [profit], prophecy, now for  

another [profit], discerning of spirits, now for another [profit],  

kinds of tongues, now for another [profit], the interpretation of 

tongues. 

 

 From the Aramaic text we learn that the word “another” does not refer to 

another person, but to another way to profit or benefit by a manifestation of the 

Spirit. Each and every one of the nine manifestations is profitable. In 1 

Corinthians 14:4 we are told that when you speak in tongues in your private 

prayer life you are spiritually strengthened, edified and built up.  

 

The manifestations of interpretation of tongues or prophecy are reserved 

for profit in a worship service, where everyone can hear an inspired message of 

comfort and hope. There is profit in receiving a word of knowledge from God. 

There is profit in manifesting faith and gifts of healings. When these things are 

needed, as we believe, God will energize His Spirit in us.  

 

But one and the same Spirit works all these things,  

distributing to each one individually as He wills. 

(1 Corinthians 12:11) 

 

 The Spirit of God in Christ in us, the empowering presence enables all of us 

to speak in tongues, to interpret tongues, to receive revelation and even to work 

miracles. When gifts of healings or miracles are needed and you desire to serve, 

the empowering presence of the holy Spirit will enable you to bring forth a 

manifestation of God’s power.  

 

 The Christ event did not stop thousands of years ago. It is God in Christ in 

you, right now, through the gift of the Spirit. How truly awesome this is! 

 

 

                                                           
2 This is a figure of speech called an “ellipsis” where a word or words are omitted; words which are necessary for 

grammar, but not necessary for the sense. In other words it was logically assumed by the Aramaic reader that he was 

reading about another type of profit (mentioned in verse 7) coming from the manifestation of the gift of the Spirit. It 

was understood that one person did not manifest the Spirit in one way and another person manifested the Spirit in a 

different manner. 

 


