
Matthew 13:24-30 

 

The Wheat and the Tares 

 

 

 

 We are in our series on some of Christ’s parables. Last Sunday we looked 

at the parable of “The Sower and the Seed.” It is the first parable in a series on 

the mysteries of the kingdom of God. The Old Testament seemed to suggest that 

when the Messiah came God’s kingdom would immediately be established and 

all evil would be destroyed.  

 

 But Jesus came and the kingdom was not fully established. In fact many 

people rejected Jesus as the Savior and still do. But the kingdom is interjecting 

itself into our world—seed is being sown, the Word of God is being made known. 

And while some people do not believe God’s Word and some only for a while, 

others believe and bear fruit. We don’t all bear the same fruit, but we do bear 

fruit. 

 

 Now we come to a parable that is called “The Wheat and the Tares.” And 

it was told by Jesus on the same day he told the parable of “The Sower and the 

Seed.” This parable also explains the mystery of the kingdom of God in our 

world. Right now the kingdom breaks into our world whenever someone hears 

the Word of God, believes it and is saved. But the kingdom has not fully arrived. 

And so good and evil live side by side in our world. This is what the parable of 

“The Wheat and the Tares” is all about. So let’s read the parable.  

 

Another parable He put forth to them,  

saying: “The kingdom of heaven is like  

a man who sowed good seed in his field;  
25 but while men slept, his enemy came  

and sowed tares among the wheat and  

went his way. 26 But when the grain had  

sprouted and produced a crop, then the  

tares also appeared. 27 So the servants of  

the owner came and said to him, ‘Sir, did  

you not sow good seed in your field? How  

then does it have tares?’  
 

28 He said to them, ‘An enemy has done this.’  

The servants said to him, ‘Do you want us then  

to go and gather them up?’ 29 But he said,  

‘No, lest while you gather up the tares you also  

uproot the wheat with them. 30 Let both grow  



together until the harvest, and at the time  

of harvest I will say to the reapers, “First  

gather together the tares and bind them  

in bundles to burn them, but gather the  

wheat into my barn.”  

(Matthew 13:24-30) 

 

 There s the story and in it are good clues to help us understand the 

parable and our world. This parable is about sowing just like the first parable. But 

what is sown is different. In the first parable the seed being sown is the Word of 

God. But the seeds that are sown here are people. So let’s read the explanation 

of the parable staring in verse 36.  

 

Then Jesus sent the multitude away and  

went into the house. And His disciples  

came to Him, saying, “Explain to us the  

parable of the tares of the field.” 
37 He answered and said to them: “He  

who sows the good seed is the Son of Man.  
38 The field is the world, the good seeds are  

the sons of the kingdom, but the tares are  

the sons of the wicked one. 39 The enemy  

who sowed them is the devil, the harvest is  

the end of the age, and the reapers are  

the angels.  

(Matthew 13:36-39) 

 

 There are two farmers now sowing two types of seed into our world. Jesus 

is sowing good wheat—the sons of the kingdom. Ad the wicked one is sowing 

tares—the sons of the wicked one. 

 

 In Acts 17, the apostle Paul said that God determines when we live and 

where we live so that we have the best opportunity to seek the Lord. Then after 

we are saved the Lord Jesus Christ sows sons of the kingdom into the world. And 

he plants us where it is best for us to grow in the faith and to bless and serve 

others. And where we have opportunities to share the gospel with other people. 

We can bring hope and comfort and peace and truth into our world. And Christ 

plants us in the church with various gifts to love and serve other people.  

 

 But until the kingdom of God is fully established in our world the devil 

plants his tares—the sons of the wicked one. These weeds are called tares here. 

Nut its more common, modern name is “Bearded Darnel.” When it starts to grow 

it looks exactly like wheat. At first even expert farmers can’t tell the difference 



between the wheat and the tares. But it is poisonous. And only after it is fully 

grown can you tell the difference. 

 

 The sons of the wicked one are not people who are not saved. They are 

often deceived by the sons of the wicked one. But just as there are children of 

God so there are children of the devil. In John 8:44 Jesus Christ called some of 

the Jewish religious leaders children of the devil.  

 

 These are often intelligent people in politics, academics, science, art, 

business, philosophy, etc. And they are planted by Satan to deceive and lie and 

to tell us that evil is good and that good is evil. They promote evil and 

confusion.1 They blind people from knowing the truth.2 And Ephesians 2 informs 

us that they manipulate the course of the world to enflame our fears and lusts. 

And at times these wicked people are even in the church. The apostle Paul tells 

us this in 2 Corinthians.  

 

For such are false apostles, deceitful workers,  

transforming themselves into apostles of Christ.  
14 And no wonder! For Satan himself transforms  

himself into an angel of light. 15 Therefore it is no  

great thing if his ministers also transform themselves  

into ministers of righteousness, whose end will be  

according to their works. 

(2 Corinthians 11:13-15) 

 

 Satan masquerades as an angel of light deceptively disguised as a 

messenger of truth. And so it is not surprising that his tares look like good wheat. 

But all that these sons of the wicked one do is deceive. In 1 Timothy 4 the 

apostle Paul tells us to beware of “deceiving spirits and doctrines of devils, 

speaking lies in hypocrisy.”3 And in Philippians 4:18, 19 we are told of, 

 

enemies of the cross of Christ: 19 whose end  

is destruction, whose god is their belly, and  

whose glory is in their shame—who set their  

mind on earthly things. 

 

 So, here we are in the world where both good and bad wheat and tares 

are sown. What should we do? We should grow and bear good fruit.  

 

And He Himself gave some to be apostles,  

                                                           
1 James 3:16 
2 2 Corinthians 4:4 
3 2 Timothy 4:1, 2 



some prophets, some evangelists, and some  

pastors and teachers, 12 for the equipping of  

the saints for the work of ministry, for the edifying  

of the body of Christ, 13 till we all come to the  

unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the  

Son of God, to a perfect man, to the measure  

of the stature of the fullness of Christ;  

(Ephesians 4:11-13) 

 

 Jesus Christ has given to the church leaders who are gifted for service—

apostles, prophets, evangelists, pastors and teachers. These people are like 

good fertilizer for the wheat—the sons of the kingdom. They are to feed us and 

nourish us with the truth so that we grow and mature and are spiritually strong to 

resist error and to serve in love. 

 

that we should no longer be children,  

tossed to and fro and carried about with  

every wind of doctrine, by the trickery of  

men, in the cunning craftiness of deceitful 

 plotting, 15 but, speaking the truth in love,  

may grow up in all things into Him who is  

the head—Christ— 16 from whom the whole  

body, joined and knit together by what every  

joint supplies, according to the effective  

working by which every part does its share,  

causes growth of the body for the edifying  

of itself in love. 

(Ephesians 4:14-16) 

 

 Speaking the truth in love is literally in the Greek “truthing it in love.” In 

other words we are to speak the truth, live the truth and model the truth in all 

that we do and say. Then we will no longer be deceived by the tares. And as 

each of us contributes to the family of God we grow stronger in faith and love. 

Colossians gives us some wisdom for how to live in this world as well. 

 

Walk in wisdom toward those who are outside,  

redeeming the time. 6 Let your speech always  

be with grace, seasoned with salt, that you may  

know how you ought to answer each one. 

(Colossians 4:5, 6) 

 

 Those who are outside are people who are not saved, not a part of the 

family of God. And the tares want to deceive them and poison them. But our 

Lord wants us to be wise in our relationships with them. Make the most of the 



time we have with them. Don’t be afraid to speak wholesome godly truth to 

them. The devil is not afraid to lie to them. So, let us bring comfort, love, hope. 

Let us be the light in the darkness. 

 

You are the light of the world. A city that  

is set on a hill cannot be hidden. 15 Nor do  

they light a lamp and put it under a basket,  

but on a lampstand, and it gives light to all  

who are in the house. 16 Let your light so shine  

before men, that they may see your good  

works and glorify your Father in heaven. 

(Matthew 5:14-16) 

 

 Our lives can bring convincing proof to others that there is a difference 

between the wheat and the tares. And that good wheat brings life and tares 

bring poison. Let’s return to the parable.  

 

Then Jesus sent the multitude away and  

went into the house. And His disciples  

came to Him, saying, “Explain to us the  

parable of the tares of the field.” 
37 He answered and said to them: “He  

who sows the good seed is the Son of Man.  
38 The field is the world, the good seeds are  

the sons of the kingdom, but the tares are  

the sons of the wicked one. 39 The enemy  

who sowed them is the devil, the harvest is  

the end of the age, and the reapers are the  

angels. 40 Therefore as the tares are gathered  

and burned in the fire, so it will be at the end  

of this age. 41 The Son of Man will send out His  

angels, and they will gather out of His kingdom  

all things that offend, and those who practice  

lawlessness, 42 and will cast them into the furnace  

of fire. There will be wailing and gnashing of teeth.  
43 Then the righteous will shine forth as the sun in  

the kingdom of their Father. He who has ears to  

hear, let him hear! 

(Matthew 13:36-43) 

 

 The Book of Revelation employs the same imagery for the end of this age. 

It says, “Thrust in your sickle and reap, for the time has come for you to reap, for 



the harvest of the earth is ripe.”4 Two sowings are growing up to a harvest side 

by side. Unknown to many people there are seeds that grow into the sons of the 

kingdom. And there are seeds that become the sons of the wicked one who will 

be destroyed. This is what is happening in our world today and why our world is 

the way it is mixed with good and bad. Let’s end in Philippians 1 where there is a 

prayer for how we should live our lives now as sons of the kingdom. 

 

And this I pray, that your love may abound  

still more and more in knowledge and all  

discernment, 

(Philippians 1:9) 

 

 The three great Christian virtues are faith, hope and love. But godly love is 

not mere sentimentality. We are to abound in love, but we are not to love 

everything. Our love should grow in knowledge of the truth. And because of 

knowing the truth we should have a sharp ability to discern what is good and 

right from what is wrong. 

 

 that you may approve the things that are  

excellent, that you may be sincere and  

without offense till the day of Christ, 

(v. 10) 

 

  To be sincere means to be an authentic, genuine Christian whose ideals 

and values are not mixed with he world’s values. In the ancient world cheap 

pottery that had cracks in it had those cracks filled with wax before painting 

and glazing. The only way not to be fooled into buying the bad pottery was to 

hold it up to the light of the sun, because the sun light would shine through the 

wax. Good pottery was  labeled “sine-cera” meaning without wax. That’s what 

we want to be, without wax. We don’t want to be conformed to this world. We 

want to be like the next verse. 

 

being filled with the fruits of righteousness  

which are by Jesus Christ, to the glory and  

praise of God. 

(v. 11) 

 

 As we get saved by taking Jesus Christ as our Lord and Savior we become 

good wheat—sons of the kingdom. Then as we  learn the truth and live lives of 

faith, hope and love, Christ works in us to bear fruit. And at the harvest we will 

shine forth like the sun. 

 

                                                           
4 Revelation 14:15 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


