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 Over the last few weeks we’ve been reading the wonderful accounts 

where Jesus met ordinary people and changed their lives. If we want our lives 

changed forever for the better, than we need to meet Jesus too. We need to 

accept him as Scripture presents him, as our Lord and Savior, believing that God 

has raised him up from the dead.1 Then we need to follow Jesus by learning all 

that God has made him to be for us. And then we need to think and act 

accordingly. 

 

 Jesus not only shows us what God our Father is like, in all he did he reveals 

how God intended for us to be. In everything Jesus did we see man living as 

God intended from the beginning. At the very heart of Christ’s life is the greatest 

of all truths: “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your 

soul, and with all your mind.”2 And the great radical claim of Christianity is that 

Jesus Christ offers to work within us in all our circumstances, in the very midst of 

what we face every day. 

 

 This morning we are going to read when Jesus met and was tempted by 

the devil. In this encounter Jesus didn’t change the devil, he overcame him. The 

event prepared Jesus for his mission to save the world. And what we will learn 

will help us to love and serve as well. Let’s begin with Christ’s baptism and then 

move on to the temptation, because these events are tied together. 

 

Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan  

to be baptized by him. 14 And John tried to prevent  

Him, saying, “I need to be baptized by You, and are  

You coming to me?” 

 
15 But Jesus answered and said to him, “Permit it to be  

so now, for thus it is fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness.”  

Then he allowed Him. 16 When He had been baptized,  

Jesus came up immediately from the water; and behold,  

the heavens were opened to Him, and He[c] saw the Spirit  

of God descending like a dove and alighting upon Him.  
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17 And suddenly a voice came from heaven, saying,  

“This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.” 

 

4 Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness  

to be tempted by the devil. 2 And when He had fasted  

forty days and forty nights, afterward He was hungry.  
3 Now when the tempter came to Him, he said, “If You  

are the Son of God, command that these stones  

become bread.” 

 
4 But He answered and said, “It is written, ‘Man shall  

not live by bread alone, but by every word that  

proceeds from the mouth of God.’” 5 Then the devil  

took Him up into the holy city, set Him on the pinnacle  

of the temple, 6 and said to Him, “If You are the Son of  

God, throw Yourself down. For it is written: 

 

‘He shall give His angels charge over you,’ 

and, 

‘In their hands they shall bear you up, 

Lest you dash your foot against a stone.’” 
 

7 Jesus said to him, “It is written again, ‘You shall not  

tempt the LORD your God.’” 8 Again, the devil took  

Him up on an exceedingly high mountain, and  

showed Him all the kingdoms of the world and their  

glory. 9 And he said to Him, “All these things I will give  

You if You will fall down and worship me.” 

 
10 Then Jesus said to him, “Away with you, Satan!  

For it is written, ‘You shall worship the LORD your God,  

and Him only you shall serve.’” 11 Then the devil left  

Him, and behold, angels came and ministered to Him. 

Matthew 3:13-4:11) 

 

 It is crucial for us to understand how Christ’s baptism and his temptation 

are glued together by the word “Then” in 4:1. God spoke powerful words of 

assurance to Jesus, “This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.” 

Immediately following this we read the next verse. “Then Jesus was led up by the 

Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil.” 

 

 After words of assurance that God loved His Son then came a great trial. 

Here’s the principle to understand: trials and temptations do not come to us 

because we are sinners. They come to us because we are human beings. It was 



not as a sinner that Adam was tempted. And it was not as a sinner that Jesus 

Christ was tempted. Temptations and trials come to everybody, even to good 

believers.  

 

 But this is what I hear from some well-meaning but misguided Christians. 

“Yes, life has its troubles. But if we live righteously and believe God bigger then 

He would keep us from all temptations and suffering and troubles.” Now, that 

sounds nice, bit its biblically wrong! 

 

 God has just declared that the life of Jesus is perfectly pleasing to Him. 

And the Spirit of God descended upon him to empower him and guide him. 

“Then”…then, he was led by God’s Spirit into the wilderness to meet the devil. 

“Then” is an amazing word. It’s like Matthew is trying to say, “Look, if Jesus was 

not exempt from trouble, why do you think you should be?” In John 16:33 Jesus 

said, “In the world you will have tribulations.” 

 

 But why would God allow us to be tempted and to go through troubles? 

Doesn’t He love us? Yes, He does. I could go to a number of verses to show why 

God allows us to go through tough times. But let me show you one reason from 2 

Corinthians 1. The apostle Paul went through a crisis that almost cost him his life.  

 

For we do not want you to be ignorant, brethren,  

of our trouble which came to us in Asia: that we  

were burdened beyond measure, above strength,  

so that we despaired even of life. 9 Yes, we had the  

sentence of death in ourselves, that we should not  

trust in ourselves but in God who raises the dead,  
10 who delivered us from so great a death, and does  

deliver us; in whom we trust that He will still deliver us 

(2 Corinthians 1:8-10) 

 

 The reason temptations and trials come, verse 9 tells us is so “that we 

should not trust in ourselves but in God.” God wants us to learn to trust Him in 

times of trials. The whole thrust of the devil’s temptation of Jesus is to get him to 

stop trusting and depending on God. This is always the thrust of the temptation 

for us as well. The devil attempts to get us to act on our own independently of 

God. We will come back to this point in a moment.  

 

 But as a side note I’ll mention this. Many people, including some Christians 

do not believe in a devil or demon spirits. Secular people assert that there is no 

God, no devil and no angels. They tell us evil is in the world because people are 

ignorant, or political and social systems are corrupt, or people have 

psychological problems. Yet over and over again secular thinkers have been 



stunned by the depth and power of evil in our world. And they have no real 

answer for it. 

 

 The Bible gives us a different reason for evil; the sin in our own hearts and 

the power of Satan. Society has rejected this truth and it has suffered for it. But if 

the Bible is right and supernatural evil exists then we need to know how to battle 

it and overcome it. Christ’s encounter with the devil answers three questions for 

us. Who’s the enemy? Where is the front line of battle? And what is our best 

defense? 

 

 So, first, who is the enemy? The Bible says that there is a supernatural, 

highly intelligent being called Satan or the Devil.3 And he and other fallen 

angels manipulate the course of this world to produce and influence evil.4 

Secondly, if we know who the enemy is where is the front line of attack? We 

have the answer here in Matthew. So, let’s remember what happened. In 

chapter 3:17 God spoke and affirmed His love for His Son. Then almost 

immediately the devil assaults Jesus on this very point.  

 

Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness  

to be tempted by the devil. 2 And when He had fasted  

forty days and forty nights, afterward He was hungry.  
3 Now when the tempter came to Him, he said, “If You  

are the Son of God, command that these stones  

become bread.” 

(Matthew 4:1-3) 

 

 Now, what is the attack? What has the devil done? He’s done two things. 

First, I don’t think we will understand the force of this temptation unless we 

realize that Jesus was terribly hungry. He had been without food for forty days. 

The very sound of the word “bread” must have made him salivate as his 

stomach growled. The devil’s attempt here is to take a real need, hunger, and 

use it to reverse the priorities of life. It is to get us to think that the physical is more 

important than the spiritual.  

 

 Secondly, the temptation is to make God prove that he really does love 

Jesus. And so the devil said in effect, “You’re hungry and God said He loves you. 

So why don’t you use the power He gave you to turn the stones into bread? Let 

God prove that He loves you and will meet your needs.” The temptation was to 

get Jesus and us to doubt God’s love and goodness. 
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 How does he try to get us to doubt? First, if you are not a believer he 

wants to keep you from believing that Jesus really is the Son of God. 2 

Corinthians 4:4 tells us that Satan blinds the minds of those who are not saved to 

keep them from seeing the glory of Christ who is the image of God. Why does 

Satan not want people to trust in Christ? The answer is because Jesus, his life and 

death on the cross for our salvation and his resurrection is the proof that God 

loves us. Romans 5 informs us that God demonstrated His love to us in that while 

we were still sinners Christ died for us.5 John 3:16 tells us that God so loved the 

world that he gave His Son for our salvation. 

 

 If we trust in Christ, if we receive him as our savior, we become children of 

God.6 Last Sunday we learned about being born again. When you receive 

Christ the very life of God is in you through the gift of His Spirit. We are God’s 

beloved children—holy and without blame. Nothing will ever separate us from 

the love of God in Christ. Therefore in this life fears and anxieties and insecurities 

that have troubles us can be replaced with peace and joy. We are no driven by 

an unhappiness over our looks or lack of achievements or our status. Our self-

image rests in a love we cannot lose. And in the end we inherit everlasting glory 

and life. That’s why Romans 8:18 says “the sufferings of this present time are not 

worthy to be compared with the glory which shall be revealed in us.” 

 

 The joy and love and glory that will be ours in the coming kingdom will far 

outweigh the temporary pain and trials of life now. Do you see why Satan would 

first have you doubt God’s love for you in Jesus Christ? Like his temptation with 

Jesus the devil does not want you to have an assurance of God’s love. 

 

 Now, what about those of us who know we are children of God? Where is 

the Satan’s line of attack for us? It is still first to doubt God’s love towards you. 

But it is also a temptation to fall back into a self-image based on our works.  

 

Then the devil took Him up into the holy city, set Him  

on the pinnacle of the temple, 6 and said to Him,  

“If You are the Son of God, throw Yourself down.  

For it is written: 

 

‘He shall give His angels charge over you,’ 

and, 

‘In their hands they shall bear you up, 

Lest you dash your foot against a stone.’” 

(Matthew 4:5, 6) 

 

                                                           
5
 Romans 5:6-9 

6
 John 1:12 



 What is the temptation here? It is to doubt yourself. The devil is saying, 

“Alright, I see you really do trust God. That’s wonderful. Now I suggest you 

manifest that trust.” For Jesus it was to put himself in a place of danger. The devil 

even quoted Scripture from psalm 91. And so Satan whispers in our ears, “What 

have you done for God lately? What signs and wonders and miracles have you 

done. You haven’t won anyone to the Lord in a while. What kind of a believer 

are you anyway?” 

 

 But we need to remember that our identity is not in what we do for Christ, 

but in what he did and does for us. Now there are times when we need to 

challenge ourselves to grow and mature in Christ. Even the apostle Paul said 

that he wasn’t perfect, but that he pressed on to become all he could be in 

Christ.7 But power in the Christian life is not always for the spectacular. We are 

given power to be witnesses for Jesus Christ by our words, our love and our 

service.8 In Colossians 1 we are told that we can be  

 

strengthened with all might, according to [the Lord’s]  

glorious power for all patience and longsuffering with joy 

(v. 11) 

 

 Now that doesn’t sound glamorous or exciting does it? But sometimes it 

takes great spiritual power just to be a faithful believer in this world. Finally, the 

temptation will be to take the easy road in life. 

 

Again, the devil took Him up on an exceedingly high  

mountain, and showed Him all the kingdoms of the  

world and their glory. 9 And he said to Him, “All these  

things I will give You if You will fall down and worship me.” 

(Matthew 4:8, 9) 

 

 The devil is the temporary ruler or god of this age. And he’ll suggest to you 

that if you will back off this Christian thing, just a “little”, well then, he’ll make life 

a little easier for you. I mean everyone wants success and to be loved and to 

have comfort and power. What is our best defense against all of this? Jesus 

shows us it is to take the offense by fortifying your heart and mind with Scripture.  

 

But He answered and said, “It is written, ‘Man shall  

not live by bread alone, but by every word that  

proceeds from the mouth of God.’” 

(Matthew 4:4) 
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Jesus said to him, “It is written again, ‘You shall not tempt  

the Lord your God.’” 

  (Matthew 4:7) 

 

Then Jesus said to him, “Away with you, Satan! For it is  

written, ‘You shall worship the Lord your God, and Him  

only you shall serve.’” 

(Matthew 4:10) 

 

 The devil doesn’t fight us with fang marks on our flesh, but with lies in our 

hearts. We should know this from his attack on Adam and Eve in the Garden of 

Eden. He doesn’t show up with a smoke machine and special effects. He 

whispers, “Can you really trust God? Can you take Him at His Word?” Jesus Christ 

took his stand on the book, the Scriptures at every attack. Jesus said “It is 

written” and quoted Scripture. And when the devil twisted Scripture Jesus Christ 

responded with the rightly divided word.  

 

 You and I need to know this book, the Word of God so well that we work 

through all our thoughts and feelings through the filter of Scripture. I know this 

takes time and effort. But reading the Bible daily, meditating on it and 

memorizing it is necessary for victory.  

 

 Imagine living in a world where you really could not discern truth from 

error. Imagine not being able to tell food from poison or friend from enemy. 

Such a world would be a dangerous place to live. So many people live like that 

right now spiritually. This is why there is so much turmoil in the world and in the 

hearts of men and women. Knowing the Scriptures is essential to thrive as a 

Christian.  

 

 And we have one more resource to draw from, Jesus Christ. Hebrews 4:15-

16 tells us that we have a High Priest who understands our temptations and our 

weaknesses. He’s been there and done that and won! And we can go before 

his throne boldly to receive mercy and grace and help in time of need.  

 

 As great as the Bible is, we don’t just have a book, we have the Lord of 

the book. We have Jesus Christ by our side now and always. Trusting Christ, 

following him, knowing who you are in him and resting in your ultimate hope of 

glory in him, is the key to victory in all of life. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 


